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1. INTRODUCTION 

The 2015 Latin American and Spanish Film Festival (LASFF) in Samoa was hosted by the 

National University of Samoa (NUS) in partnership with the Argentine Embassy of New 

Zealand. This was the second year in which the festival was held in Samoa and it was 

managed by an organising committee comprised of NUS staff working on a volunteer basis 

and staff from the Argentine Embassy based in New Zealand. 

As the National tertiary institution in Samoa, NUS was pleased to support the LASFF in 

order to foster an educational environment of cross cultural awareness for NUS students, 

staff and the broader Samoan public. 

The 2015 LASFF was held from Monday 28th September to Saturday 3rd October. These dates 

were selected, in consultation with the Argentine Ambassador, His Excellency Fernando D. 

Escalona and the Vice Chancellor & President of NUS Professor Fui Le’apai Tu’ua Illaoa 

Asofou So’o to coincide with Semester 2 of the academic year when the greatest number of 

students and staff would be on campus. In the previous year, the event was held during 

Study Week in Semester 2, and the number of students on campus drops dramatically 

during this period. 

This document reports on the goals and outcomes of the 2015 LASFF event, and provides a 

discussion of the activities and actions that were successful this year, and those that could 

improve in the years to come. 

2. GOALS 

The goals of this year’s Samoan LASFF were as follows: 

a. To create an awareness of Latin American and Spanish culture on campus and 

throughout the broader Samoan public; 

b. To encourage tertiary students and NUS staff to engage with Latin American and 

Spanish culture through access to free films on campus; 

c. To encourage NUS students and staff to participate in cross-cultural events on 

campus; and 

d. To foster a neutral environment for students to explore other cultures. 
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3. NUS ORGANISING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

The NUS Organising Committee was endorsed by the Vice Chancellor of the National 

University of Samoa, Professor Fui Le’apai Tu’ua ‘Illaoa Asofou So’o. The Committee 

Members accepted the role of organising this festival in order to foster cross-cultural 

exchange between the nations of the LASFF and NUS students and staff. All committee 

members took on additional responsibilities beyond their regular Academic and/or 

Administration duties at the University. 

The following is a brief summary of each of the committee members, their roles during the 

festival and their positions within the University. 

 Chair: Nanai Avalogo Togi Tunupopo, Head of NUS Library. 

 Secretary: Lorena Ileana Sciusco, Lecturer in Archaeology & Cultural Heritage, 

Centre for Samoan Studies. 

 Finance Officer: Fauatea Lydal R Visan, Senior Accountant-Donor Projects, Financial 

Services Section. 

 Promotion & Advertising:  Maria Fa’amusami Ale, Aukusitino Duseignuer, Allen 

Netzler, Printery and Book shop. 

 Opening Night Catering: : Tuiloma Susana Tauaa, Senior Lecturer, Social Science 

Department & Helen Tanielu, Lecturer, Social Science Department.  

 Venue & Timetabling: Crystal Schwenke and Malosueilefilemu Angeline Alama, 

Student Administration Office.   

 Student Participation: Sopo Su’a Elia, NUS Student Counsellor. 

 Multimedia Unit: Tuifao Tumua-Multimedia Team Leader,  Filisi Tuimaseve- Audio 

and Video Technician, Otasilima Osasa-Audio and Video Technician 

 Physical Facilities: Maugaoalii Solomona Hafoka and Henry Simi, Physical Facilities.  

 Co-opted Committee Members :  

 Translations for the film synopsis - Seiuli V Temese, Head of Department, 

Centre for Samoan Studies. 

 Graphics & Design of poster, program, invitations etc. – Dionne Fonoti, 

Lecturer in Anthropology & Cultural Heritage, Centre for Samoan Studies. 

Committee members met once weekly for the two months leading up to the launch of the 

event. Responsibilities of each committee member were determined by the Chair. 
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Special gratitude is extended to the Honorary Consul of Chile, Ms Maria Ines Kappenberger 

for her generous support and encouragement of the organising committee. 

The committee would also like to thank lecturers and students whose lectures were 

reallocated to alternative venues for the duration of the LASFF. 

4. DELIVERY OF FILMS & THE SAMOAN FILM CONTROL BOARD, MINISTRY OF 

JUSTICE 

The films were compiled and delivered by the Argentine Embassy in New Zealand. Each of 

the nations in the LASFF provided a film as part of the 2015 festival. The films were 

couriered by DHL from New Zealand to Apia, Samoa and arrived within 4 days of being 

dispatched from New Zealand. There were some unforeseen expenses such as a processing 

fee for DHL and a customs fee which were absorbed by one of the Committee members as a 

contribution to the event sponsorship.  

In Samoa, the Ministry of Justice Film Control Board is responsible for the review, 

classification and censorship of all film shown in the country. In the previous year, the Film 

Control Board rejected 2 of the films due to content concerns and there were also complaints 

from members of the public concerning depictions of nudity and/or sex. This year, the 

Organising Committee felt that it was prudent to review the 12 films selected for the film 

festival prior to submission with the Film Control Board. This decision was not taken lightly 

and it was felt appropriate to exclude 2 of the films due to the nature of their content and 

subject matter. Samoa is a conservative Christian nation and the National University of 

Samoa, although supporters of research into matters dealing with domestic violence, drugs, 

sexuality, and gender, did not feel it was appropriate to submit 2 films that it felt would 

compromise the position of NUS in the community and in its relationship with the Ministry 

of Justice. The films excluded this year were ‘To Kill A Man (Matar un hombre)’ from Chile, 

and ‘Porcelain Horse (Mejor no hablar de ciertas cosas)’ from Ecuador. These films were 

replaced with films from last year’s festival. These replacements included La Nana (Chile) 

and En el nombre de la Hija (Ecuador). These replacements were made in consultation with 

the Charge’ d’ Affairs of the Argentine Republic to New Zealand and Samoa, Ms Elena 

Mikusinski and the Honarary Consul for Chile, Mrs Maria Ines Kappenberger. 

Unfortunately the Film Control Board did not consent to waive its fees for NUS and the 

LASFF as it did last year, despite being made aware the LASFF is a non-for profit event and 
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that films were being screened for free in the aid of fostering cross cultural relationships. The 

cost this year for the film rating was $225.00 (WST). 

5. OPENING NIGHT 

The Opening Night of the 2015 LASFF was held on Monday 28th September at the Fale 

Samoa at the National University of Samoa. The Fale is the premier venue on campus that 

reflects that traditional craftsmanship of the Samoan Fale and by extension the traditional 

values and structure of the Samoan nation. The venue is regularly hired out to the public for 

events such as conferences, workshop, weddings, birthday parties and memorials. It consists 

of the main fale which can seat 500 people. It also consists of a kitchenette and food 

preparation area as well as restroom facilities. 

The programme for the Opening Night commenced at 6:30pm with an introduction to the 

proceedings and an Opening Prayer, as is the custom in Samoa by Fesolai Aleni Sofara. The 

Vice Chancellor provided the ‘Welcome Speech’ and officially opened the LASFF in lieu of 

an Argentine representative from the New Zealand Embassy. Fesolai then proceeded to read 

the ‘Greetings’ from the Minister Plenipotentiary and the Charge’ d’ Affairs of the Argentine 

Republic to New Zealand and Samoa, Ms Elena Mikusinski. The speeches were followed by 

a 2 minute video recording prepared by Reicardo Freixas, Producer of ‘Vino Para Robar’, the 

Argentine film for the Festival. 

Entertainment was provided by the Lausinasina Dance Group, and Latin American inspired 

music performed by the NUS Combo Band. The Australia-Pacific Technical College (APTC) 

served a selection of Latin American and Spanish inspired hors d’oeuvres and cocktails as 

well as local and overseas wines during the entertainment and screening of the Opening 

Night Film, Vino Para Robar. 

A brief video of the opening event is being prepared by the NUS Multimedia Unit. 
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Figure 1. Lausinasina Dance Group entertaining guests on the Opening Night. 

 

Figure 2. NUS Combo Band performing Latin American & Spanish songs. 
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i. Catering 

The catering for the Opening Night this year was carried out by the Australian Pacific 

Training College (APTC) at no charge. The menu for the Opening Night included the 

following: 

 Paella 

 Corn cakes with avocado salad 

 Prawn Croquettes 

 Chilli Beef tacos with guacamole 

 Polenta Mushrooms 

 Chicken Empanadas 

The hospitality service and food provided by the APTC was outstanding and commendable. 

The staff and students who served gave great service and responded clearly to questions 

about the nature of the food and cocktails they were serving. The food was superb and 

highlighted the exceptional standard APTC has and the way it teaches its students. 

ii. Wine & Beverages 

Wine and beverages were sponsored by the Argentinian Embassy. Local and overseas wines 

were purchased from two local stores, Talofa Spirits and Liqueurs (local wines) and Le Well 

Ltd (overseas wines). Juice was sought from Uncle Johnny’s Ice Cream. Water and some of 

the ice were provided by the two members of the committee, Tuiloma and Helen. Puna from 

the Gym was kind enough to sponsor 8 bags of ice for this event.  

iii. Multimedia Unit 

The Multimedia Unit of NUS contributed significantly to the success of the Opening Night 

and the weeklong film festival. During the Opening Night, there were 3 staff present, which 

was comprised of the camera man, photographer and the sound technician. The audio visual 

equipment comprised of a 5500 lumens data projector, sound system, pull-down projector 

screen, video and still camera. The quality of the film projection and sound was remarked 

upon by many attendees as being excellent. 
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iv. Venue 

The Fale Samoa was selected as the venue for the Opening Night of the LASFF due to its 

seating capacity and catering facilities. The Fale was prepared with seating for 100 guests, 

tables for dignitaries and a hard carved Samoan lectern for the speeches. 

 

Figure 3. LASFF Organising Committee preparing the Fale Samoa for Opening Night. 

 

Figure 4. Set up of the Fale Samoa for Opening Night. 
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Figure 5. Professor Fui Le'epai Tu'ua 'Ilaoa Asofou So'o, Vice Chancellor and President of NUS. 

v. Guest List 

A guest list of 110 people was collated for the Opening Night. The guest list took into 

account respect for traditional Samoan protocols and included  in country Ambassadors, 

High Commissioners, Honorary Consuls, Government Ministers, Members of Parliament, 

Member of the Judiciary, Heads of Government Departments and Corporations, 

representatives of regional and International Organisations based in Samoa, NUS Heads of 

Departments, Deans and Directors, supporters of the National University of Samoa. 

The Prime Minister was not available to attend as he was at the United Nations General 

Assembly meeting in New York. 

The Head of State was not formally invited to the Opening Night due to (i) the requirement 

of formal Samoan protocol to provide meaalofa (gifts and offerings), which was beyond the 

budget of the 2015 LASFF to a guest of such high status budget and (ii) the absence of an 

Ambassador from the LASFF nations for these proceedings. 
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A copy of the proposed guest list was emailed to the Argentine Embassy on the 20th August 

2015 for review and input. 

6. MOVIE FESTIVAL 

i. Advertising & Promotion 

Promotion of the LASFF consisted of on-campus and off-campus advertising throughout 

Apia & Samoa.  

Promotion of the event on-campus comprised of a display banner at the entrance to the NUS 

Le Papaigalagala campus, display boards across campus with the LASFF poster, film 

screening timetable and the film summaries in both English and Samoan. In addition, daily 

announcements of the films were made over the NUS PA system, and reminders sent to staff 

via the NUS All Staff email accounts. NUS Staff were also encouraged to remind students of 

the free films that were being screened during the LASFF week.  

 

 

 

Figure 6. NUS LASFF Banner. 
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Figure 7. Example of Notice Boards advertising the LASFF on campus. 

Promotion of the LASFF off-campus comprised of two quarter page black and white 

advertisements in the Samoan Observer the Sunday prior to the event commencing and 

mid-week during the event. The cost of advertising in the Samoan Observer was $828.00 

(WST). In addition, reporters from the local Samoan newspapers were invited to attend the 

Opening Night and the week-long festival. This resulted in the publication of an article in 

the Samoan Observer. A series of short informational segments discussing the LASFF were 

filmed by the NUS Multimedia Unit and distributed to Samoan Television. 
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Figure 8. LASFF article in the Samoan Observer. 

ii. Poster, invitations, event program & translations 

This year’s poster was designed in house by Dionne Fonoti (Centre for Samoan Studies). The 

printing was carried out by the NUS Printery and Bookshop. All drafts of the posters, 

invitations, and translations were provided to the Argentine Embassy.  

 

Figure 9. 2015 LASFF Samoa Opening Night Invitations 
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Figure 10. 2015 LASFF Samoan poster 

 

In order to foster cross-cultural exchange, the Committee determined that the synopses for 

the films should be translated from English to Samoan. These translations were prepared by 

the Head of Department, Centre for Samoan Studies, Seiuli V Temese. The translations were 

prepared on a volunteer basis, over a number of weeks in between teaching and 

departmental commitments. The Committee members received positive feedback from other 

NUS staff and students for the provision of translations.  
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iii. Multimedia Unit 

The weekly film screening consisted of providing audio-visual equipment, sound system 

and a 300 lumens data projector, as well as sound and video technicians. Please refer to the 

LASFF 2015 financial report for more details. 

iv. Venue 

The LASFF screenings were held primarily in the AOA Conference Room. This is located on 

the 2nd floor in the AOA Building in the main foyer of the NUS campus. The room is air-

conditioned and can comfortably accommodate 50 seats. The AOA Conference Room was 

used between Tuesday 29th September and Friday 2nd October. The D101 Lecture Theatre 

seats over 100 and was used for the 3 film screenings on Saturday 3rd October. 

Please refer to the LASFF 2015 financial report for more details. 

v. Patronage 

The LASFF this year was well attended. The daily lunchtime films took place either at 

12noon or 1pm and were well attended by students, staff and members of the public. Many 

people took the opportunity to watch the films in-between lectures. The evening films took 

place at 6pm and these were also well attended. These were often attended by students, staff 

and the public after work hours. An average of 20-30 people attended the film screenings. 

7. EVENT BUDGET 

The festival’s budget allocation from the Argentine (New Zealand) Embassy was 

NZD$1,500.00, equivalent to WST$2,464.27. The overall cost estimated and paid for this 

event is WST$13,519.00, in which 71% was funded by the in-kind support from the National 

University of Samoa, and 11% from APTC.  

i. Expenses 

Total administration and operating expenses is WST$13,519.00. Please refer to the LASFF 

2015 financial report for more details. 
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8. DISCUSSION 

The following provides a discussion of key issues identified as requiring further 

development for future LASFF in Samoa.  

i. Point of Contact with the Sponsoring Embassy 

Any future LASFF to be held in Samoa in partnership with NUS will require the constant 

presence of a formal point of contact between the two organisations. This could be in the 

form of identified counter-parts within the participating organisations. This would increase 

the efficacy of communication, in particular the review of promotional materials, 

Ambassador’s messages for the events program, as well as assistance with email requests. It 

is prudent for the NUS counterpart to be a full time and permanent member of staff in order 

to insure that this position is filled and that corporate knowledge of the event is 

safeguarded. 

One of the main constraints of the event this year, was the time lag between emails and the 

loss of conversation streams, in particular requests for replacement films, budgetary 

requests and the review of guest lists for the opening night, and timely feedback on 

programs, posters and posting of promotional material on the LASFF Facebook page. 

It is anticipated that the establishment of counterparts in each of the organisations would 

resolve many of the constraints encountered in this year’s event. 

ii. Budget Allocation 

The budget allocation from the Argentine Embassy was greatly appreciated and the 2015 

LASFF could not have taken place without it. However, the cost of running a week-long 

event such as the LASFF was not adequately considered. NUS funded 71% while APTC 

funded 11% of the cost via ‘in kind’ donations. Please refer to the LASFF 2015 financial 

report for more details. 

We anticipate an increase in the future budget allocation for this event from the relevant 

sponsoring Embassy in order to better promote this event to the broader Samoan public. 

Refer to Section 8vi. 
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iii. Patronage of Films 

The increase in patronage of films this year has been a resounding success in comparison to 

the inaugural 2014 LASFF. This can be put down to a number of factors such as: 

 Scheduling the event during the academic year when the student body is present on 

campus; 

 On campus promotion and advertising of the LASFF such as daily public 

announcements across the campus, email reminders of the ‘free films of the da’ via 

the all staff; 

 The placement of posters, film screening timetables and film summaries in English 

and Samoan across campus, including the NUS canteen and via APTC. 

 Promotion via the placement of posters at the NZ and Australian High Commission, 

prominent businesses, restaurants and cafes in Apia;  

 Promotion of the LASFF via the Apia Community Newsletter, distributed to a 

mailing list of expats and locals; and 

 Promotion of the LASFF via the Centre of Samoan Studies Film & Seminar Series 

mailing list. 

The number of patrons at the daily screening averaged from 20-30 people, sometimes more 

with a variety of students, staff and the general public represented. 

vi. Education Materials for Cross Cultural Exchange beyond Films 

The LASFF has the potential to support a range of education and cross-cultural awareness 

side events to coincide with the screening of the films. These events could include the 

following: 

 Latin American & Spanish Literature – both in various genres such as fiction, 

biographical, historical etc. 

 Language; 

 Traditional (folkloric, Indigenous, creole etc.), contemporary music, musical 

instruments from different part of the LASFF region; 

 Traditional dance from the LASFF region; 

 Traditional and contemporary cuisine, wines, and produce; 

 Popular sports in the LASFF region; 

 History and geography; and 
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 Science and innovation from the LASFF region. 

There is a need to develop a general awareness of the history of Spain and Portugal and 

their colonial connections to the nations that comprise Latin America. This awareness is 

needed in order for Samoan people to better appreciate the topics and themes covered in the 

LASFF films. 

 

9. CONCLUSION 

The Committee regards the 2015 LASFF in Samoa as a great success. The National 

University of Samoa is pleased to have been able to host the event in its entirety this year 

and looks forward to hosting the event in coming years. 

The number of people attending the film screenings increased substantially since last year’s 

event due primarily to its revised scheduling and promotion on and off the NUS campus. 

The selection of films provided a range of genres for people to experience ranging from 

comedy and drama to documentaries, all were well received. 

The Opening Night was also very well received and attended by a balanced mix of 

expatriate and Samoan guests. The food and service provided by APTC was very well 

received and the venues selected for the Opening Night and weeklong film screenings were 

regarded as an improvement from last year’s venues. 

The Committee feel that the LASFF is a wonderful and exciting opportunity for the 

development of cross-cultural exchange between Samoa and the Latin American and 

Spanish nations as a result of its positive experience with the Argentine Embassy in New 

Zealand. 
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APPENDIX A – BILINGUAL EVENTS PROGRAM 
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