
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

ROUND SAVAII. 
SAMOA TIMES AND SOUTH SEAS GAZETTE, 
VOLUME 3, ISSUE 105, 4 OCTOBER 1879 



 

 

ROUND SAVAlJ 

, FROll OUR IPEClAL CORR28PONDBNT cyan. 

No. VI. . 

The natives in the age of which I 
8peak ,'ere otrtainly wild and barbarous j 
approached u near to cannibalism as it 
was possible to do wit.hout being ona 
-whit wo~e t.han their . foea the Tougao9, 
or n8arly 80 bad AI their Inore distaot 
noighbours. the Fijio.ns. ADd no doubt, 
also, theY 'Lald religious tenets which, to 
the UJildest Christian, socmed, to 8&y the 
leacl: of it, "rather peculiAr." But they 
we .. undoubtedly $Ood work ... both on 
their own plantationa, dwelling. and 
puLlio works, Iud in that respect were 
much superior to the proud and lazy set 
of which the prescut nod rising genera.
tiona are composed. The DlUivM of these 
d.y~ (too I""y 10 work. bu~ not too oon
scientloul to ateal) have Dot only neg
lteted tho only path,,"y ICroes the moun
tains whioh tbeir oountryman ever cut, 
10 thAt it is DOW' almost indistinct frOlu 
the overgrowth of bUBh j but, jealous of 
au~' ~'ho\v of entcrpri.1J8 on the part of 
the white·mn.n they hue more than once 
.ttelU~lod 10 tAbu both Mr. Nelson atld 
MI'. Co1'nwall from makiug use of the 
latter geDtleman's 0""0. ma.de tl'tl.O!-, 
WbijD they found the tAbu would not· 
bold gooo, tho natives living in the 
neareat towns at both cnds of tho track, 
blued I8veral othen in vAl'iOU! diroction.'I . -. _.--



from the right one, for four or five miles 
di~tanoe, for the pUI~ of mialcading 
them. olore eI~auy Mr. NeI.oD. who 
mllkes use of It. the most frequently. I 
am glad to SIll, howover, ' that thttre - at
tetnpts to throw (1ft' the track ha.l'e not 

, succeeded, the ttnil being too well kuown 
i by this time by these gentlemen. The 
rotLds, and high, IOlid rlividing walls 
which are to be mot with in lAta are, to 
my thinking, sbong proofs that there 
waa once • very l"tl;o population; • 
people not merel)· of ~t numerical 
IIltrtogth, but Dluch lupcnor to the prescnt. 
rn"ratioD in height And pbysicalstrength 
In point of fact a moet. powerful, gio.nt
like l'aC8 of people. Dunng my residence 
in Tongatabu I formed tba saule view 
"ith regard to the l.'ung& rac:o of •• y, 
!Solne two to three hundred yean back j 
which opiniOQ, formed. froUl certain evi· 
deuces, WAI afterward:s ahoa'D to wy own 
eawfaotion to be .oorl\.'ct 008 {1'Om the 
'aocountA I got. during nriou. convel"l&· 
tion. with tho oldest chit!s in \'Irious 
pllrt. of lb. isIond; th""" of th. legendJ 
of Tonga ",Iating t.o the deed. of pIt 
wamon, IUd Ih. Btm>gtb aud prow_ 
of tb. people generally. What .ppea" 
to me to be the DlClSt .... luabl. .ndenoe 
of all, is therelnain. of .trongly built forts 
and wall. which I frequeuUy aDet with 
io the interior, anel that celebn.ted ItoDe 
struoture De&J' the town of KologG, on 
the Hlb'ki or east end of the island. 



 

Whilo on iho .ulijec~ of pil .. of .wn .. 
-raised by tho banda of man, and not. 
the work uat.ure,-u evidences of my 
theo.~ .. I may IDention ODe which we 
came acroes in ODe of our .troUs &lODg 
on. of Ibo plantation.-lL There muat 
hoyO been hundred. of handa uaed ill 
oonltruoting tbiJ work. not ooly on ac
count of ita ..... but froID th • . filet th.t 
it happena 10 be on & put of tho estate 
whiob if partioul"ly free from etooea, 
whith had 10 be brought from SOUl. 
dilstaoce, btaid811 lOme tone of Imoolh 
iIat aloDe. "hich had 10 b. <lIrried & dil
te ... · of _. two mil .. aDd a holf from 
th. beaob. .Tho I,bou.· muat hove ·boeD 
furth ... inorelled by tho foct that the 
pile is built. upon. plate.au or piece of 
tablo land 10 NOeh ~h. lop of which 'on 
three .idoe thoy had 10 cIomber up tho 
oid .. of a Y"'Y .te.p hill for som. dis
taDee.~DO euy matter BIter wtLlking 
lor naarly three n.U .. up hill from the 
beaob "ith a ..,uplo of kita of .Ion, 
...... onf', .bould.... Wh.n fint dis
oovereci bl tho manager in clco.riu.g, it 
wu 10 deuely ·o,ergrown wilb. vine. t.bat 
it bad tho appearance of a thick clump 
ot bUlb. He was therofore nther IUf
prioed "h", h. found, on oloaring · 011' 
lOme of tb,'.inllt tbiahugopileofetonu. 

: but ha "ont on with tho clearing; and 
' It ia nOW parfootly froo from yinoe, or 
wooda, ahoMng illl proportioll' II plainly 
and JIlOudly .. in day. of old. Th. 
pill ia 0100 • fair opeei.no. of the .. "'_ 
oional diftloulti. whiob hav. to be over-
GO ... to ...... y ou~ the plan of the plan-
tall .... originally iaia out, aDd lroDl I 
wlUcb DO d.riltiQA it allowabJe bv the 
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.~ DO d.ri'!i0n iI al!o".bl. by til, 
propriolor. IM'~ IaV" like .. ...gi .... n! 
formed Inlo "I .... 10 .... iv •• C&~ 
all ...... ,cIIy aca .... t1a. lID. of 

To 0II1Y tbo. rood l'l1lDll'.~'; be a 
\neat of tbo .ruI .. and 1IOt:·.pomhabl. 
for OIlt 1Il0JWeDt, therefore til,. m'ugu 
hu to meet ~ c1ime.lly :and 1\1l'III0IIII1 
il .. boot he can; : I uked bim-.wh&1 
plan he had tboogh! of fOf. oontlnuiDg 
til. rood wilhin ill m,them,tleallin .. ·on 
tho otIa ... ido. Th. mod. of' orocod.,.. 
.. hiall h. ohowed mo ho inloncfed to aoI 
upon ia !lDdoublodl, tho onI, foaoible 
oue of the Ulany which preoanlod them
.. h'" "hen cIiae1wilig tIie mat'..... ~ 
poeiog.-,u I did. 10 draw o.t hie opinio .... 
-10 cIomolie.h .tho ",hol. atructnro, .io . .. 
10 briog illo a lo.el with tbo plaolation 
rood which had' boon carried up 10 , it, 
the", wias DO difllo.lly in de",ouelrating 
th. flet th.11o th •• doolro1 · tbol haS" 
IOlid mass of ,tone; aDd carry the mate
rio! Io' •• ch. diatauCI whe", il w.uld not 
Interfere with or ohalrual the progreoa 01 
the work of olearing, would oooupy the 
whol. of thel1lanlatioa leboIII' froID four 
10 6v.,oars, if they were employed on 
Ih&t work alone; .. -II, might .. tak. ev ... 
8lilllonger, . aDd I f.Uy bolie.e it would. 



 

- ' . So; of ....... ~h.t plan' ilon~ ol qUOItion 
bu~ the o.e tbat will be adopted ia thia :
As the level of the propoooa eontilluation 
of the road ia lliuilh below that which 
haa been run up ~ the pile 0. the other 
Bide, lOme two or three f .. t of the top 
.to... will be thrown 0. , ~ the lower 
pert and In "'1 grade to d ..... ~ mad. 
u.ti1 tho D.toni! level iI noohed, while 
OIl that Bide"bero tho road is 'already out 
and clea.red, an 'equally ouy grade of 10-
cent will be mlde, thus oontinuing thtt 
road .....,. ... this m ... of _~ ... , StrioUy 
level road. canDot be made 0. tbe plall
tatio. '; but they are all laid out.t "'(u;' 
diatance, of, an equal l\oidtb and ruDDlDg 
as etraight as a die. ~ near as 1 can 
d.ocrlba the pile, adequate justi .. , to 
which I am lore I e&D not. do, I rna, eall 
it • huge and solid m ... ohto ... pil,ed 
,up to & great hBighL, ~be ilIteroeroi. 
being lilled up ~t.b Iman , .~'" ant 
Band, and the top levelled and emoothed 
by first a thick \lO&ting , of ... d 0. the 
top of which is a 'layer ' of flat, smooth, 
wKter-worn blui,h coluured ItODI!I which 
Are prooured from the ieo. beach. , To 
~borougbly u.derstand the pOOtio. it oc
cupies, aud to &rriV8 at anything. like an 
adequate idea of \he aruount of work 
i~ construction must bav. entailed upon 
a ~ nUDlber of powerful men, whme 
only appliances were their handa. it mu.t 



 

be -borne in mind that il ;. b.illt on a 
pieott of table hmd some -two miles and " 

,half or t.hree miles from the beaM. The 
fonf sides of the pilo are of an equal 
beig~t from tb. b ... to Ih. top. tbough 
the I::md is 80 situated that on the siilo 
facing tho be .. h it is 100 or 120: roet 
up too t.he hue of the atone pile, and ",Dry 
steep; whilo on the other aides the height 
.. ri .. from 25 to 40 reet. The bUe -_ of 
the' const.ruction is a rcct&ngle, ~O y~&rds 
by 30 yard.. tbe top i. 20 fecllrom the 
baso; IWd the .id .. 60 yarda loog by--15 
yards." ·· -The question nOw'Nroaine.-f()r 
what purpose ·was luch a' hyge miss of 
stones erected l' It is impossible to soh'u 
tbis with auy tUltisiactioD, owing to the 
absenoe of any iuforwation boiug obtaiu
able from the natives. 'there can he no 
doubt that it was built fot oue of four 
purposes. viz: & large tul.fal. (i.._ -tb. 
pl'eparod aitt! of n building) i a. "dovir' 
temple j - a point of \'An~8 in the old 
fighting days j or it has beou rnised .in 
honour of 80ma renowned aud powcrflll 
chief, WhOM ioftue'lee,-or WbOllC fQ.UJiJ.v 
were of sufficiently high rank.-w:ls 
groal ..... ~b~ ca ... it to be gatbe"od 
togother_ _ T ;. tho most f.&Sibl •• up
romuou .o~ tho f'!W'; ~d it if further 
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bomo ou~ by Ibo f~ th4t at 000 ClOro.r 
ia a lAr.te grave whieh. covered III it. is 
with a. mound of stail,, ' mdieatce actor· 
diug to au old &moan eu.tom, tbat. ir, 1!'1 
th'Durial pia<e of a"'''' oithorm>owoM 
&a a groat warrior, or tho hoed 01 a groat 
chicf fa"ily. Th, _oIuoioll geoO(alIy 
&Tri,.J .1 "'IDI to be thot this is t,he 
.... ti0l: pia<e of the lut kiog of Sa •• ii, 
Tupu 0 I. Vao,-mOaniogachiol orkiAg 
of ,h. bigheet rank 01 (h. bulb. ,It i • 
• 1, 0 beld Ib&t Glth"ugh this man'. D&Dl. 
1lJl8 nut boon banded down ~ poWorloy 
88 110 killg faruolls in war, be might be 
f.it·ly .l'ooitod wilh bciag tho build .. of 
thooo roo.!. 00 Lota, aud limilarly ~ood 
on<* on nrioUi parta of Savllii, whioh 
aN at ouoe Ul.ewoa.der aod admimtioD. of 
tbe pn.'5eut ~Del'.t.iOD. There is Dot. IJ, 

uath-. living 1R the group, I belien, who 
ill in th., P."'"tiOD ~ pooiti\'.ly ... ert 
';lber th&t fupu 0 I. V AD was not buried 
hero. or where l)ia mortal remain. were 
finally laid,lb ... fo ... I ilink tho hoooor 
might .ppropriotaly be attAobod Iq this 
pI ..... aoywhora else. On., . tbiDg 
eee1UlI to 0.10 an undeoiable fact, . tbat a 
mo'" appropriate monumellt than auob. 
a pilo of .~u" .. uld Dot ha ...... 11 boon 
1'QlSctl to tb. memory.' of • man who is 
aoercditod .. tho builder 01 IUeb reeds 
.. I bu •• attompWd to deooihe. Alt.r 
thoroughly oUDliniDg and admiring this . . ... . .. . 



 

at.ructul'8, we returned to the liom'itead . 
..,d 1 "OS lull, imp' sed with lb. ims 
ml.lllhC o.mouut of labour it. muat have 
takou to convert a pJace 10 utensivelY 
COyol,-.. 1 vl'ith lton81 iato what "u tbe"Q 
prooonlCtl to tho oy.. In moot 01 the 
colton Bold.th. lion .. are too hOa.)" as 
wall M too nUDleroud to mue it wo\,th 
whil. entirely removing Ibom, onlyth ... 
bolDg dilpl ... d which wore in Ibo )"Y 
01 pl'Dtiug operatio... '['0 . .... ual obs 

sotver lb. t .... h ... tbo _pl"""ue, 01 
graNg out 01 tb... boW4ora..,d heal" 
01 Mn... . ." 

At • I.te, period, I .trolled lor " .. m' 
di,Iaa .. along tho road at tho back 01 
the hou .. ur tbo mountain. , It ii" con' 
tiDuaUon 0 lb. graud main I'OIId loading 
from lb. cfu.ct.ion of lb. beaoh up loth. 
hom&ltoad. ' After riliag 40 or 60 le<I 
lb. road contiau.. tlll'oU8b. .0 11m .. ' 
lent pl.tl.U 01, ,,,,," ot lbI.richeot ooil 
ill Boii>... ",d II ''''1 ".. fro .. ' atO.'" 
Coollauilla for o_.,m!!ul ,~~ 

thO uacleUed . b •• ldllj!Sill .. ~ed" at 
tb. -bo<!It of',whiob lb. mounWn Wet 
Gother llreteb' .pward until it .. ach", 
an OItit.da 01, .,600 f."'o\lo ..... lo.el, 
.-amg \0 ' r ..... t lur •• ya, beiag ,600 
foehho .. Ib .. , 'that g!"~en by Wil~~ .. 
higbeot port ,of &.&u, ' A magmtli>ent 



 

vi:;-j; o"tained from tho platee.:..id au 
excioll ... ~ Id .. . be formed of Ih. ..teo~ 
of th."~ I .. hod· now walked. over 
eoough. of tho plantation to ooablo mo to 
form ' a colieo~ id .. of tho plaoo. ' Tho 
work 8i01. ",mmencod aboul 22 moolla 
ago, a&r Hr. Cornwall lad laid _oul & 

deoign of tho plantat'on, and obtained & 

aupply of . LinolAbour. Tho1'O&ds run in 
aD ... terly and ~eet.erly. and in a 1l9rth· 
.rly. and lOutb.tly diroction, are perfeotly 
al11'ighl, lJeing "'i~ oul by ·an Azim.Ih 
<:empoas, and of an equal breadlh of 25 
feet. They run in plll'I.Uel lin., at a 
distanCe of two &cree apart, the cros." 
roadi inwaocting Ihe .. at a diatanoo .of 
10 acre .. lb •• cUllinlf Ih. fi.ld. into 20 

.acl'tl :blooka. The pnacipal road up to 
the house it .4,() feet widu, and 81 fen 81 
-cleued at present ia .about . two. miles ill 
.length;:: Tho fiolda 'OTO all walled in, Ibo 
.• "'~ , .. ted fOl' .tho p.rpooo being thos. 
tAlt.ri --from·tho r'oedw':y during tho pro
-cess of :oJ~ariDg. On both aides of aU 
the roads i.e pla.nted a row of bannanll 
trees and brel1dfl',uit j &lld the ma.in road 
with orangea ·nud pineapples in &dditiOD. 
There are thul at leost. "waive miles of 
rows of blUl08n& trees,-molt of whioh 
'Ire already benring, be.id .. those beloog-



 

- .. - -- ---" -- ... i.ns' to the natives and & very lArge patCh 
attb" beach Janding. It will be a matter 
'Of imp05sibility.lor the plantation hands, 
who are .t perC .. t liberty to help thcm
nh·., to consume nuything like a third 
of the seasou', crop. But aa Y~at'8. 
Mc.Arthur and Co., Are abou~ to run a 
vwel direct to and from Snmoa I.od 
..Auckland, making Lata the last pl ... 01 
QIl, a·good opportuniry preseDts ltaelf to 
Mr. Cornwall to ship hll'ge quautitie .. of 
this edible 17uit, of which be will no 
doubt a.oil biru .. lf. Tbere sbould be no 
:difficulty in finding' amarket1n'Auckla.nd 
for th81f disposal; and, as the pa~8&ge 
.aero., COD be dODe on o.n average of 10 
to 12 day., the cODsjgnmeD~ will be lan

-<led in good. condition, and will no doubt 
command the eager attention of the 
.A.uoklD.nd fl'uitoreri. . 

(To be continued.) 




