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GREAT BATTLE EXPECTED

Tamagesc, sn armed company of marines
parade tho streets to the German Consulale’ ; this item
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and another guard is placed noar {heoumoyuse thistite

G ermanstores and another at Mulinuu.

All kinds o1 reports arc abroad as Lo Ma-
taafa’s immediate intentions, but it is ques-
tionable whether he has determined on any
movement until some of his supporters
come from Savaii. Mataafa, by continuing
the war withont giving the Savaii pcople a
chance to take part in i, would pro-
bably ofiend them ; Saraoans atc pavticular
- on wai etiquette, and the course Mataata is
evidently following is in accordance with
vocoonised custons. The Savail con-
tingent 1s expected any hour; vhen a
terrible battle ix almost a certainty.

Tamasese aud DMr Birandeis. his adviser
and head othistiovernment, in withdrawing
fiom Mulinun Point, went to the only
avallable place left them that wouid be
suitable for concentrating their toices,
the distiict of Atua. It is one of the best
positions on the island to resist a siege.
Tamasese’s CGovernment are well supplied
with war material.  They are also sup-
plied with money, baving only reccently
received a large amount ol taxes, and it is
currently reported in Apia thal they have
obtained a supply of dynamite from some-
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have crected sthrong fortifications, so
with all these advantages they may very
likely make a furmidable stand even
against superior numbers, and the besiegers
must be prepared for a stubborn resistance.
Mataafa, on the other side, to maintain his
position must atbtack Tamasese’s soldiers.
He has a large army at his hack, and
more coming. Four-hfths of the Islands
have acklowledged him, so that his ultimate
suceess, even if he is repulsed at Atua, will
only be delayed and blood spilt for no pur-
pose. _

It is well known here that if the three
Consuls of England, America and GGermany
were ananimous in desiring the war to cease
it would be concluded at once by a scratch
of their pens. A serious mistake has al-
1caly been made by medaling with the
chosen Ky ot the people, and this war is
unquestionably the result of that thought-
less action. Tt Germany still persists in
supporting Tamasese against the large
majortty ot the Samoan people it
will not only  rosult in great slaugh-
ter now, but give a leasc for dis-
turbauce, dicaffection and loss of life for
years. Therei1s no knowing where it may
end. DMataaia’s followers may be driven to
frenzy, and then would we be safe our-
sclves? ,

A meceting of Enropean residents was held
hete oo the 2dth instant—dr Cambpbell in
the chair—to protest against an outrage re-
ported to have been committed by (German
sailors and whiclh might have resulted in
serious trouble. Mr Cairuthers stated that
ahout eight o’clock on the evening of 23rd
October, a native boat which was pulling
close to the shoire and in {rount of his dwell-
ing house, was lived upon from the boats
of H LG.M. S Adler. The volley was




fired inland ; the bullets pilerced his office
and geveral dwelling houses close by, three
shots being fired into Ah Ling’s store a few
yaras fiom his premises. All this property
is fronting the main streel and included in
tae lately proclaimed neutral territory ; not
one shot being returned by the natives.
He had no hesitation in saying it was one
of the most unjustifiable attacks he had
ever heard of. 'The natives weve fired upon
first, from the shore near the (erman
Congulate while they were quietly pul-
ling homewards, singing their native
songs. They were followed up by
boats and again fired into opposite his pre-
mises. 1t is time such conduct should be
ended. The German boat’s ciew never con-
sidered the lives of the foreign resi-
dents when that volley was fired, al-
though they must have known. that the
bullets must strike their houses. All sorts
of cxcuses have been given for firing at the
boat ; one of them being that the
natives  had landed at  Mulinuu
and  there committed depredations.
This the speaker asserted was posi-
tively incorrectt  He challenged anyone to
prove that charge against the natives. He
knew positively that they did not commit
depreclations at Mulinuu. The natives were
out all the evening trying to pick up a gull
at sea in several fathoms of water, and
after some hours fishing for it they found
it and were quietly bringing it home.

The principalresolutions arrived at by the
meeting were as follows :—(1) ‘“That this
meeting  protests against the high-
handed outrage committed last night by
an armed boat from the German man-of-war
by fit'ing upon defenceless Samoans, and
into the houses ob foreign residents within
the neutral territory.” (2) ‘“That a com-
mittee be annointed to walt upon the




British and Ameriean Consuls.with a copy
of the foregéing ‘resolution, urging the
necessity ot immediate action being taken
to prevent Lhe recurrence of similar out-
rages. The Committee to consist of Messrs
Maben, Carruthers, Moors, Paal. Fletcher,
and Krause.” (3) ¢ Thatthismeetingthanks
Malietoa for his forbearance from taking re-
taliatory measures, out of respect for the
lives and property of the foreign residonts
in Apia, and thal a copy of this resolution
be forwarded to King Mataafa.”

Al a subsequent meeting it was reported
that the United States Vice-Consul had re-
ceived a communication from the German
Consul detailing particulars of the outrage.
The German Consul’s letter stated that no
shots were fired into the town from the
German boats. If any shots were fired it
must have been by the natives. This meet-
ing resolved Lo place satisfactory proof of
the correctness of their assertions before the
German Consul. ,

The following bpotice has been issued
by the British Consul :—¢ All British
subjects are hereby notified that a
force of marines from Hor Britan-
nic Majesty’s ship Lizard has been landed,
and will garrison Her Britannic Majesty’s
Consnlate until , further orders. Al
British subjects desiring better protection
than can be afforded in their own residences,

can avail themsolves of this opportunity at |

any honr of the day or night.—H. vg Corr-
oAy, A.B.M.’s Consul, Apia, 24th Oc-
tober, 1888.”
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