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ROUND TliE WORLD,
IN THE YEARS

I785, I786, 17.87, AND I788.

CHAPTER IV.

Definition of Eafier IJland—Occurrences there-^

Manners and Cujioms of the Inhabitants*

(APRIL I786.)

COO K's Bay, in Eafter Ifland, or Tfle de Paque,

is fituated in 27 11' fouth latitude, and
in 55' 30" weft longitude. It is the only an-
chorage, .flickered from the eaft and fouth-eaft

winds, that is to be found in thefe latitudes \ and
even here a veffel would run great rifk from wef-

terly winds, but that they never blow from that part

of the horizon without previoufly fhiftihg from eaft

to north- eaft, to north, and {o in fucceffion to the

Weft, which allows time to get under way ; and
after having flood out a quarter of a league to fea,.

there is no caufe for apprehenfion. It is eafy to

know this bay again: after having doubled the

two rocks at the fouth point of the rflarid, it will

be neceflary to coaft along a mile from the fliore,

Vol. II, £. till
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till a little Tandy creek makes its appearance, which

is the mod certain mark. When this creek bears

eaft by fouth, and the two rocks of which I have

fpoken are ihut in by the point, the anchor may

be let go in twenty fathoms, fandy bottom, a

quarter of a league from the more. If you have

more offing, bottom is found only in thirty-five or

forty fathoms, and the depth increafes fo rapidly

that the anchor drags. 1 he landing is eafy enough

at the foot of one of the flatues of which I fhall

prefently fpeak.

At day-break I made every preparation for our

landing. I had reafon to flatter myfelf I Ihould

find friends on more, fince I had loaded all thofe

with prefents who had come from thence over

night ; but from the accounts of other navigators,

1 was well aware, that thefe Indians are only chil-

dren of a larger growth, in whofe eyes our diffe-

rent commodities appear fo defirable as to induce

them to put every means in practice to get poffeffion

of them. I thought it neceffary, therefore, to re-

ftrain them by fear, and ordered our landing to be

made with a little military parade -, accordingly it

was effected with four boats and twelve armed fol-

diers. M. de Langle and myfelf were followed by

all the paffengers and officers, except thofe who

were wanted on board to carry on the duty of the

two frigates ; fo that we amounted to about feventy

perfons, including our boats crews.

Four
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Four or five hundred Indians were waiting for

Us on the fhore ; they were unarmed ; fome of
them cloathed in pieces of white or yellow fluff,

but the greater number naked : many were
tatooed, and had their faces painted red; their

ihouts and countenances were exprefilve of joy j

and they came forward to offer us their hands, and
to facilitate our landing.

The ifland in this part rifes about twenty feet

from the fea. The hills are feven or eight

hundred toifes inland ; and from their bafe

the country flopes with a gentle declivity to-

wards the fea. This fpace is covered with grafs

fit for the feeding of cattle; among which are

large ftones lying loofe upon the ground: they

appeared to me to be the fame as thofe of the Ifle

of France, called there giraumons (pumpkins), be-

caufe the greater number are of the fize of that

fruit: thefe ftones, which we found fo troublefome

in walking, are of great ufe, by contributing to

the freihnefs and moifture of the ground, and
partly fupply the want of the falutary made of
the trees which the inhabitants were fo impru-
dent as to cut down, in times, no doubt, very re-

mote, by which their country lies fully expofed to

the rays of the fun, and is deftitute of running

ftreams and fprings. They were ignorant, that in

little iflands furrounded by an immenfe ocean, the

coolnefs of land covered with trees can alone flop

B 2 and
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and eondenfe the clouds, and thus attract to the

mountains abundant rain to form fprings and rivu-

lets on all fides. Thofe iflands which are deprived

of this advantage are reduced to a dreadful drought,

which by degrees deflroying the fhrubs and plants

renders them almoft uninhabitable. M. de Langlc

and myfelf had no doubt, that this people owed

the misfortune of their fituation to the impru-

dence of their anceftors; and it is probable,

that the other iflands of the South Sea abound in

water, only becaufe they fortunately contain

mountains, on which it has been impoffible to cut

down the woods : thus the liberality of nature to

the inhabitants of thefe latter iflands appears, not-

withftanding her feeming parfimony in referring

to herfelf thefe inacceffible places. A long abode

'

in the I fie of France, which fo ftrikingly refembles

Eafter I Hand, has convinced me, that trees never

moot again in fuch fituations, unlefs they are fhel-

tered from the fea winds, either by other trees or

an enclofure of walls ; and the knowledge of this

fact has difcovered to me the caufe of the devafta-

tion of Eafter Ifland. The inhabitants have much

lefs reafon to complain of the eruptions of their

volcanoes, long fince extinguifhed, than of their

own imprudence. But as man by habit accuftoms

himfelf to almoft any fituation, thefe people ap-

peared lefs miferable to me than to captain Cook

and Mr. Forfter. They arrived here after a long

and
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and difagreeable voyage ; in want of every things

and fick of the fcurvy ; they found neither water,

wood, nor hogs ; a few fowls, bananas, and pota-

toes are but feeble refources in thefe circum-

ftances. Their narratives bear teftimony to their

fituation. Ours was infinitely better: the crews

enjoyed the molt perfect. healths we had taken in

at Chili every thing that was neceffary for many
months, and we only defired of thefe people the

privilege of doing them good : we brought them
goats, fheep, and hogsj we had feeds of orange,

lemon, and cotton trees, of maize, and, in fhort, of
every fpecies of plants, which was likely to flourifh

|n the ifland.

Our firft care after landing was to form an en-

clofure with armed foldiers ranged in a circle ; and

having enjoined the inhabitants to leave this fpace

void, we pitched a tent in it ; I then ordered to

be brought on more the various prefents that I in-

tended for them, as well as the different animals :

but as I had exprefsly forbidden the men to fire,

or even keep at a diftance, by the butt ends of their

firelocks, fuch of the Indians as might be too

troublefome, the foldiers foon found themfelves

expofed to the rapacity of the continually increaf-

ing numbers of thefe iflanders. They were at leaft

eight hundred; and in this number there were

certainly a hundred and fifty women. The faces

of thefe were many of them agreeable , and they

B 3 offered
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offered their favours to all thofe who would make
them a prefent. The Indians would engage us to

accept them, by themfelves fetting the example.
They were only feparated from the view of the

fpectators by a fimple covering of the fluff of the

country, and while our attention was attracted by
the women, we were robbed of our hats and hand-
kerchiefs. They all appeared to be accomplices

in the robbery ; for fcarceiy was it accomplifhed,

than like a flock of birds they all fled at the fame
inftant; but feeing that we did not make ufe of
our firelocks, they returned a few -minutes after,

recommenced their careffes, and watched the mo-
ment for committing a new depredation : this

proceeding continued the whole morning. As
we were obliged to go away at night, and had
fo little time to employ in their education, we
determined to amufe ourfelves with the tricks

made ufe of to rob us; and at length, to obviate

every pretence that might lead to dangerous
confequences, I ordered them to reftore to the
foldiers and failors the hats which had been taken
away. The Indians were unarmed; three or four
only, out of the whole number, had a kind of
wooden club, which was far from being formid-
able. Some of them feerned to have a flight au-
thority over the others: I took them for chiefs,

and diihibutcd medals among them, which I

Jiung round their necks by a chain \ but I foon

found
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well explains it, to lift a much more confiderable

weight ; a hundred men would be fufficient for this

purpofe, for indeed there would not have been

room for more. Thus the wonder difappears;

we reftore to nature her ftone of Lapil/o, which is

not factitious j and have reafon to think, that if

there are no monuments of modern conftruction

in the ifland, it is becaufe all ranks in it are become

equal, and that a man has but little temptation to

make himfelf king of a people almoft naked, and

who live on potatoes and yams j and on the other

hand, thefe Indians not being able to go to war

from the want of neighbours, have no need of a

chief.

I can only hazard conjectures upon the manners

of this people, whofe language I did not under-

fland, and whom I faw only during the courfe of

one day j but poffefling the experience of former

navigators, from an acquaintance with their nar-

ratives, I was able to add to them my own obfer-

vations.

Scarcely a tenth part of the land in this ifland is

under cultivation -

3 and I am perfuaded that three

days labour of each Indian is fufficient to procure

their annual fubfiftence. The eafe with which the

necefTaries of life are provided induced me to

think, that the productions of the earth were in

common. Befides, lam nearly certain the houfes

&re common, at leaft to a whole village or dif-

- tricT:.



12 LA PEROUSE's VOYAGE
trict. I meafured one of thofe houfes near our
tent* 3 it was three hundred and ten feet in

length, ten feet broad, and ten ket high in the

middle -, its form was that of a canoe reverfed

:

the only entrances were by two doors, two feet

high, through which it was necelfary to creep on
hands and feet. This houfe is capable of contain-

ing more than two hundred perfons : it is not the

dwelling of any chief; for there is not any furni-

ture in it, and fo great a fpace would be ufelefs to

him -, it forms a village of itfelf, with two or three

fmall houfes at a little diftance from it. There is,

probably, in every diftricl: a chief, who fuperin-

tends the plantations. Captain Cook thought that

this chief was the proprietor of it , but if this cele-

brated navigator found fome difficulty in procur-

ing a confiderable quantity of yams and potatoes,

it ought rather to be attributed to the fcarcity of

thefe eatables^ than to the neceffity ofobtaining ari

almoll general confent to their being fold.

As for the women, I dare not decide whether

they are common to a whole diftricl:, and the chil-

dren to the republic : certain it is that no Indian

appeared to have the authority of a hufband over

any one of the women, and if they are private

property, it is a kind of which the pofleflbrs are.

very liberal.

* This houfe was not then finished; To that captain Cook
«ould not poffibly have feen it.

I have



ROUND THE WORLD. Ij

1 have already mentioned, that fome of the houfes

are fubterraneous ; but others are built with reeds,

which proves that there are marfhy places in the

interior of the iiland. The reeds are very fkilfully

arranged, and are a fufficient defence againft the

rain. The building is fupported by pillars of cut

Hone *, eighteen inches thick ; in thefe, holes are

bored at equal diftances, through which pals long

poles, which form an arched frame j the fpace be-

tween is filled up with reed thatch.

There can be no doubt, as captain Cook obferves,

of the identity of this people with that of the other

iflands of the South Sea : they have the fame lan-

guage, and the fame call of features : their cloth is

alfo made of the bark of the mulberry tree; but this

is. very fcarce, on account of the drought, which has

deftroyed thofe trees. The few remaining are only

three feet high -

y and even thefe are obliged to be

furrounded with fences to keep off the wind, for

the trees never exceed the height of the wall by

which they are fheltered.

I have no doubt, that formerly thefe people

enjoyed the fame productions as thofe of the So-

ciety Iflands. The fruit trees muft have perifhed

from the drought, as well as the dogs and hogs,

to whom water is abfolutely neceffary. But man,

who in Hudfon's Streights drinks the oil of the

Thefe are not freeftone, but c'ompad lava.

whale*
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whale, accuftoms himfelf to every thing, and 1

have feen the natives of Eafter I (land drink the Tea

water like the albatrofTes at Cape Horn. We
were there in the rainy feafon, and a little brackifh

water was found in fome holes on the fea more

;

they offered it to us in their calabafhes, but it dif-

gufted even thofe who were moft thirfty. I do

not exped, that the hogs which I have given them

will multiply ; but I have' great hopes, that the

meep and goats, which drink but little, and are

fond of fait, will profper among them.

At one o'clock in the afternoon I returned to

the tent, with the intention of going on board, in

order that M. de Clonard, the next in command,

might, in his turn, come on more : I there found

almoft every one without either hat or handker-

chief ; our forbearance had emboldened the thieves,.

and I had fared no better than the reft. An Indian

who had affifted me to get down from a terrace,

after having rendered me this fervice, took away

my hat, and fled at full fpeed, followed as ufual by

the reft. I did not order him to be purfued, not

being willing to have the exclufive right of being

protected from the fun, and obferving that almoft

every perfon was without a hat, I continued to exa-

mine the terrace, a monument that has given me the

higheft opinion of the abilities of the earlier inha-

bitants for building, for the pompous word archi-

tecture cannot with propriety be made ufe of here,

5 It
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It appears that they have never had the lead know-

ledge of any cement, but they cue and divide the

Hones in rhe mod perfect marner : they were alfo

plxed and joined together according to all the

rules cf art.

I made a collection of fpecimens of thefe ftones;

they coniilt of lava of different compaclnefs. The

lighted, and that which confequently would be

the fooneft decompofrd, forms the outer foil in

the interior of the ifland j that which is next the

fea confifts of a lava much more compact, fo as

to make: a longer refinance; but I do not know

any inftrument or matter hard enough, in the pof-

feffion of thefe iflanders, to cut the latter ftones

;

perhaps a longer continuance on the ifland might

have furniihed me with fome explanations on this

fubjecl:. At two oVlock I returned on board, and

M. de Clonard went on more. Soon afterwards

two officers of the Aflrolabe arrived, to inform

me that the Indians had juft committed a new
theft, which might be attended with more ferious

eonfequences. Some divers had cut under water

the fmall cable of the Aftrolabe's boat, and had

taken away her grapnel, which had not been dif-

covered till the robbers were pretty far advanced

into the interior of the ifland. As this grapnel

was neceffary to us, two officers and feveral fol-

diers purfued them 3 but they were affiled by a

fhower of ftones. A muiket, loaded with powder,

and
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and fired in the air, had no effeft j they were at

length under the neceffity of firing one with fmall

fhot, fome grains of which doubdefs (truck one of

thofe Indians, for the ftoning ceafed, and our offi-

cers were able peaceably to regain our tent ; but

it was impoffible to overtake the robbers, who

muft have been aftonithed at not having been able

to weary our patience.

They foon returned around our tent, recom-

menced the offers of their women, and we were

as good friends as at our firfl interview. At

length, at fix in the evening, e^ery thing was re-

embarked, the boats had returned on board, and I

made the fignal to prepare for failing. Before we

got under way, M. de Langle gave me an ac-

count of his journey into the interior of the ifland,

which I fhall relate in the following chapter : he

had fown the feeds in different parts of the road,

and had given the iflanders proofs of the greateft

good will towards them. I will, however, finifh

their portrait by relating, that a fort of chief,

to whom M. de Langle made a prefent of a he

and fhe goat, received them with one hand, and

robbed him of his handkerchief with the other.

It is certain, that thefe people have not the fame

ideas of theft that we have j with them, probably

no lhame is attached to it j but they very well

knew, that they committed an unjufl action, fince

they immediately took to flight, in order to avoid
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tne puniihment which they doubtlefs feared, and

which we fhould certainly have infli&ed on them
in proportion to the crime, had we made any con-

fiderable flay in the ifland , for our extreme lenity

might have ended by producing difagreeable con-

fequences.

No one, after having read the narratives of the

later navigators, can take the Indians of the South
Sea for favages ; they have on the contrary made
very great progrefs in civilization, and I think

them as corrupt as the circumftances in which they

are placed will allow them to be. This opinion of
them is not founded upon the different thefts which
they committed, but upon the manner in which
they effected them. The mofl hardened rogues

of Europe are not fuch great hypocrites as thefe

iflanders; all their careffes were feigned; their

countenances never exprefled a fingle fentiment of
truth

; and the man of whom it was necerTary to

be moll diftruftful, was the Indian to whom a pre-

fent had that moment been made, and who ap-
peared the mofl: eager to return for it a thoufand

little fervices.

They brought to us by force young girls of
thirteen or fourteen years of age, in the hope of
receiving pay for them ; the repugnance of thofe

young females was a proof, that in this refped the

cuftom of the country was violated. Not a fingle

Frenchman madeufe of the barbarous right which
Vol.11. C was
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was given him } and if there were fome moment
dedicated to nature, the defire and confent were

mutual, and the women made the firft advances.

I found again in this country all the arts of the

Society Ifles, but with much fewer means of exercif-

ing them, for want of the raw materials. Their ca-

noes have alfo the fame form, but theyare compofed

only of very narrow planks, four or five feet long,

and at moft can carry but four men. I have only

feen three of them in this part of the ifland, and I

fhould not be much furprifed, if in a fhort time3

for want of wood, there fhould not be a fingle one

remaining there. They have befides learned to

make fhift without them! and they fwim fo ex-

pertly, that in the moft tempeftuous fea they go

two leagues from the fhore, and in returning to

land, often, by way of frolic, choofe thofe places

where the furf breaks with the greater! fury.

The coafc appeared to me not to abound much

in fifh, and I believe that the inhabitants live

chiefly on vegetables 5 their food confifls of pota-

toes, yams, bananas, fugar canes, and a fmall fruit

which grows upon the rocks on the fea-fhore, fi-

tnilar to the grapes that are found in parts adjacent

to the tropic in the Atlantic Ocean; the few

fowls that are found upon the ifland cannot be con-

fidered as a refource. Gur navigators did noS

meet with any land bird, and even fea fowl are not

"very common.

The
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The fields are cultivated with a great deal of

(kill. They root up the grafs, lay it in heaps,

burn it, and thus fertilize the earth with its afhes.

The banana trees are planted in a ftraight line.

They alfo cultivate the garden nightfhade, but I

am ignorant what ufe they make of it; if I

knew they had veffels which could ftand fire, I

fhould think, that, as at Madagafcar or the Ifle of

France, they eat it in the fame manner as they

do fpinagej but they have no other method of

"cooking their provifion than that of the Society

Ides, which confifts in digging a hole; and covering

their yams and potatoes with red hot ftones and

embers, mixed with earth, fo that every thing

which they eat is cooked as in an oven.

The exa&nefs with which they meafured the

fhip fhowed, that they had not been inattentive

fpe&ators of our arts ; they examined our cables,

anchors, compafs, and wheel, and they returned

the next day with a cord to take the meafure over

again, which made me think, that they had hadforne

difcuflions on fhore upon the fubjeft, and that they

had (till doubts relative to it. I efteem them far

lefs, becaufe they appeared to me capable of re*

flection. One reflection will, perhaps, efcape thern,

namely, that we employed no violence againft

them ; though they were not ignorant of our be-

ing armed, fince the mere prefenting a firelock

In fport made them run away : on the contrary,

C % w»
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we landed on the ifland only with an intention to

do them fervice ; we heaped prefents upon them,

we carefTed the children ; we fowed in their fields

all kinds of ufeful feeds j prefented them with

hogs, goats, and fheep, which probably will mul-

tiply ; we demanded nothing in return : neverthe-

lefs they threw (tones at us, and robbed us of every

thing which it was poffible for them to take away.

It would, perhaps, have been imprudent in other

circumftances to conduct ourfelves with fo much
lenity ; but I had refolved to go away in the even-

ing, and I flattered myfelf that at day-break, when

they no longer perceived our mips, they would

attribute our fpeedy departure to the juft difplea-

fure we entertained at their proceedings, and that

this reflection might amend them ; though this idea

is a little chimerical, it is of no great confequence

to navigators, as the ifland * offers fcarcely any

refource to fliips that may touch there, befides

being at no great diftance from the Society Ifles.

'

" Eafter Ifland, difcovered in 1 722 by Roggewein, appears,

according to Peroufe, to have experienced a reverie in its

population, and in the produ&s of its foil : this at leaft might

I>e inferred from the remarkable difference in the accounts of

thefe two navigators. The reader who may be defirous to

reconcile them ought to confult The Voyage of' Roggei.veint

printed at the Hague in 1739, or the extract which the pre-

sident Des BroiTes has given of it in his work, intitled,

Hijioire des Bwvigathns aux Term Auftrales, vol. ii, page

226, and following.

—

(Fr. Ed.)
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CHAPTER V.

Journey of M. de La-igh into the Interior of Eafier

JjJand—New Olfervations upon the Manners and

the Arts of the Natives, upon the Quality and CuU

tivatton of the Soil, CsV.

(APRIL I786.)

« T set put at eight o'clock in the morning, ac-

companied by Meffrs. Dagelet, de Lamanon,

Dufrefne, Duche, the abbe Mpng.es, father Re-

ceveur, and the gardener, we bent our courfe

from the fhore two leagues to the eaftward, towards

the interior of the ifland j the walk was very pain-

ful, acrofs hills covered with volcanic (tones
j

but I foon perceived that there were foot paths,

by which we might eafily proceed from houfe

to houfe j we availed ourfelves of thefe, and vi-

fited many plantations of yams and potatoes. The
foil of thefe plantations confifted of a very fertile

vegetable earth, which the gardener judged pro-

per for the cultivation of our feeds : he fowed

Cabbages, carrots, beets, maize, and pumpkins;

and we endeavoured to make the iflanders under-

stand, that thefe feeds would produce roots and

fruits which they might eat. They perfectly com-
prehended us, and from that moment pointed

out to us the beft fpots, fignifyjng to us the;

places in which they were defirous offeeing our new

C 3 productions^
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productions. We added to the leguminous plants,

feeds of the or ge, lemon, and cotton trees, making

them comprehend, that thefe were trees, and that

what we had before fown were plants.

" We did not meet wkh any other fmall fhrubs

than the paper mulberry tree*, and the mimofa.

There were alfo pretty confiderable fields ofgarden

nightfhade, which thefe people appeared to me to

cultivate in the lands already exhaufted by yams

and potatoes. We continued our route towards

the mountains, which, though of confiderable

height, are all eafy of accefs, and covered with

grafs ; we perceived no marks of any torrent or

ravine, After having gone about two leagues

to the eait, we returned fouthward towards

the more which we had coafted the evening

before, and upon which, by the affiftance of

our teiefcopes, we had perceived a great many

monuments : feveral were overthrown ; it ap-

peared that thefe people did not employ them-

felves in repairing them ; others were (landing

upright, their bafes half deftroyed. The largeffc

of thole that I meafured was fixteen feet ten inches

* Moms Papyri/era, abounding in Japan, where they pre-

pare the bark of it to ufe as paper. This bark, being ex-

tremely fibrous, le; ves the women of Louifiana to make dif-

ferent vvoiks with the filk which they draw out of it: the

leaf is ^ood for the nouriihment of filk-worms. This tree

now grows in France.

—

(Fr. Ed.)

m
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in height, including the capital, which was three

feet one inch, and which is of a porous lava, very

light i its breadth over the ihoulders was fix feet

feven inches, and its thicknefs at the bafe two

feet feven inches.

"• Having perceived a fmall village, I directed

my courfe towards it ; one of the houfes was

three hundred feet in length, and in the form of a

canoe reverfed. Very near this place we obferved

the foundations of feveral others, which no longer

exiftcd , they are cornpofed of ftones of cut lava,

in which are holes about two inches acrofs. This

part of the ifland appeared to us to be in a much

better ftate of cultivation, and more populous,

than the parts adjacent to Cook's Bay. The

monuments and terraces were alfo in greater num-

ber. vVe perceived upon fome of the ftones, of

which thjic terraces are cornpofed, fome rude

fcu J " tures of fkeletons 3 and we alfo Taw there

holes which were Hopped up with ftones, by

which we imagined, that they might form a com*

munication with the caverns containing the bodies

of the dead. An Indian explained to us, by very

expreffive figns, that they depofited them there,

and that afterwards they afcended to heaven. We
found upon the lea-{hore pyramids of ftones,

ranged very nearly in the fame form as can-

non balls in a park of artillery, and we perceived

fome hum^n bones in the vicinity of thofe pyra-

C4 mids,
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mids, and of thofe ftatues, all of which had the

back turned towards the fea. In the mornin°-o
we vifited feven different terraces, upon which

there were ftatues, forne upright, others thrown

down, differing from each other only in fize ; the-

injuries of time were more or lefs apparent on
.them, according to their antiquity. We found

near the fartheft a kind of mannikin of reed, re-

prefenting a human figure, ten feet in height; it

was covered with a white fluff' of the country, the

head of a natural fize, but the body (lender, the

limbs in nearly exact, proportion -, from its neck

hung a net, in the fliape of a balket, covered with

white fluff, which appeared to be filled with

grafs. By the fide of this bag was the image of

a child, two feet in length, the arms of which

were placed acrofs, and the legs pendent. This

mannikin could not have exifled many years ;

perhaps it was a model of fome ftatues to be

ere&ed in honour of the chiefs of the country.

Near this fame terrace there were two para-

pets, which formed an enclofure of three hun-

dred and eighty -four feet in length, by three hun-

dred and twenty- four in breadth : we were not

able to aicertain whether it was a refervoir for

water, or the beginning of a fortrefs ; but it ap-

peared to us.> that this work had never been

iinifned.

u Continuing
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cc Continuing to bend our courfe to the well, we

met about twenty children, who were walking

under the care of fome women, and who ap-

peared to go towards the houfes of which I

have already fpoken.

" At the fouth end of the Ifland we faw the

crater of an old volcano, the fize, depth, and regu-

larity of which excited our admiration ; it is in the

fhape of a truncated cone ; its fuperior bafe, which

is the largeft, appeared to be more than two

thirds of a league in circumference s the lower bafe

may be eftimated, by fuppofing that the fide of

the cone makes with the axis an angle of about

30 . This lower bafe forms a perfect circle

;

the bottom is marfhy, containing large pools of

frefh water, the furface of which appeared to be

above the level of the fea ; the depth of this crater

is at leaft eight hundred feet.

* c Father Receveur, who defcended into it, re-

lated to us, that this marfh was furrounded by fome

beautiful plantations of banana and mulberry trees.

It appears, according to our obfervations in failing

along the coaft, that a confiderable portion of it has

rolled down on the fide next the fea, thus occafion-

ing a great breach in the crater j the height of this

breach is one third of the whole cone, and its

breadth a tenth of the upper circumference. The '

grafs which has fprung up on the fides of the cone,

the fwamps which are at the bottom, and the fer-

tility
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tility of the adjacent lands, are proofs that the fub-

terraneous fires have a long time been extinct *„

The only birds which we met with in the ifland

we faw at the bottom of the crater j thefe were

terns. Night obliged me to return towards

the fhips. We perceived near a houfe a great

number ofchildren, who ran away at our approach :

it appeared to us probable, that this houfe was the

habitation of all the children of the diftiid. There

was too little difference in their ages for them all

to belong to the two women who feemed to be

charged with the care of them. There was near

this houfe a hole in the earth, in which they

cooked yams and potatoes, according lo.ihe man-

ner praclifed in the Society 1(1 -s.

« On our return to the tent, I prefented to three

of the natives the three v iff t {pedes of animals

which we had deftined for them.

" Thefe i (landers are hofpitablej they feveral

times prefented us with potatoes and fugar canes $

but they never let an opportunity flip of robbing

us, when they could do it with impunity. Scarcely

a tenth part of the ifland is cultivated ; the lands

which are cleared are in the form of a regu-

lar oblong, and without any kind of enclofure

;

* " There is on the edge of the crater, on the fide to-

wards the fea, a tfatue, almoft entirely deftroyed by time,

which proves that the volcano has been extind for feveral

thQ
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the remainder of the ifland, even to the fummit of

the mountains, is covered with a coarfe grafs. It

was the rainy feafon when we were there, and we
found the earth moiftened at leaft a foot deep ;

fome holes in the hills contained a little freih water,

but we did not find in any part the leaft appear-

ance of a dream. The land feemed to be of a good

quality, and there would be a far more abundant

vegetation if it were watered. We did not ob-

tain from thefe people the knowledge of any

inftrument, which they ufed for the cultivation

of their fields. Probably, after having cleared

them, they dig holes in them with wooden (lakes,

and in this manner plant their yams and potatoes.

We very rarely met with a few bufhes of mi-

mofa, whofe largeft branches are only three inches

in diameter. The moft probable conjectures

that can be formed as to the government of

thefe people are, that they confift only of a fingle

nation, divided into as many diftrids as there are

morais, becaufe it is to be obferved, that the vil-

lages are built near thofe burying places. The
products of the earth feem to be common to all

the inhabitants of the fame diftrid; and as the

men, without any regard to delicacy, make offers

of the women to ftrangers, it is natural to fuppofe,

that they do not belong to any man in particulars

and that when the children are weaned, they are de-

livered over to the management of other women s

who;
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who, in every diftricl, are charged with the care of

bringing them up.

" Twice as many men are met with as women,

and if indeed the latter are not lefs numerous, it is

becaufe they keep more at home than the men.

The whole population may be eftimated at two

thoufand people ; feveral houfes that we faw build-

ing, and a great number of children, ought to in-

duce a belief that it does not diminifh ; there is

however reafon to think, that the population was

more confiderable when the ifland was better

wooded. If thefe itlanders had induftry enough to

build cifterns, they would thereby remedy one of

the greateft misfortunes of their fituation, and per-

haps they would prolong their lives. There is not

a fingle man feen in this ifland who appears to be

above the age offixty-flve, ifwe can form any efti-

mate of the age of people with whom we are fb

little acquainted, and whofe manner of life differs

fo effentially from our own."



Departurefrom Eafter Ifland—AJironomical Ohjerva-

tions—Arrival at the Sandwich IJlands—Anchor-

age in the Bay of Keriporepo, in the IJland of
Mowee—Departure.

(APRIL, MAY, JUNE, 1786.)

Q n taking our departure from Cook's Bay m
Eafter Ifland, on the ioth in the evening, I

ftood to the northward, and coafted along the ifland

a league from the more, by moon-light. We did
not lofe fight of it till the next day at two o'clock,

when we were about twenty leagues off. The wind
till the 17th was conftantly at fouth eaft, and eaft

fouth eaft. The weather was extremely clear ; it

neither changed nor was overcaft till the wind
ftiifted to the eaft north eaft, in which point It

continued from the 17 th to the 20th, when we be-
gan to catch bonetas, which continued to follow

our frigates to the Sandwich Iflands, and furniihed

almoft every day, during fix weeks, a complete
allowance for the mips companies. This whole-
fome food preferved us in good health j and after

being ten months at fea, during which we had been
only twenty-five days in port, we had not a fick

perfon on board the two fhips. We traverfed un-
known feas 5 our courfe was very nearly parallel

to

J
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to that of captain Cook in 1777, when he failed

from the Society Iflands for the north-weft coaft of

America; but we were about eight hundred

leagues more to the eaftward. I flattered myfelfi

that in a diftance of near two thoufand leagues, I

fhould make fome difcovery ; failors were conti-

nually at the maft-head, and I 'had promifed a- re-

ward to him who mould firft difcover land. For

the purpofe of overlooking a greater fpace, our

fhips kept abreaft of each other during the day,

leaving between them an interval of three or four

leagues.

M. Dagelet, in this run, never neglected an op*

portunity of making lunar obfervations • their

agreement with the time-keepers of M. Berthoud

was fo exact, that the difference was never more

than from ten to fifteen minutes of a degree ; they

mutually confirmed each other. M. de Langle's

calculations were equally fatisfactory; and we every

day knew the let of the currents, by the diffe-

rence between the longitude by account, and tho

longitude by obfervation; they carried us one de-

gree to the fouth weft, at the rate of about three

leagues in twenty-four hours; and afterwards

changed to the eaft, running with the fame ra-

pidity, till in feven degrees north, when they

again took their courfe to the weftward ; and on

our arrival at the Sandwich Iflands, our longitude

by account differed nearly five degrees from

that
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that by obfervation, ib that if, like the ancient na-

vigators, we had had no means of afcertaitiing the

longitude by obfervation, we mould have placed
the Sandwich iflands 5 more to the eaftward.

It is, without doubt, from the Cct of the currents,

formerly fo little obferved, that all the errors in

the Spanifh charts have originated -

3 for it is re-

markable, that of late the greater part of the
iflands difcovered by Quiros/Mendana, and other
navigators of that nation, have been found again,

but always placed upon their charts too near
the coafl of America. I ought alfo to add, that
if the vanity of our pilots had not a little fuffered

from the difference-that was daily found between
the longitude by account, and that by obfervation,

it is -very probable that we mould have had m
error of eight or ten degrees on our making the
land, and confequently, that m times lefs enlight-

ened, we mould have placed the Sandwich Iflands

ten degrees more to the eaftward.

Thefe reflexions left much doubt on my mind
as to the exigence of the clufter of iflands called
by the Spaniards LaMcJa, Los Maps, La Difgratiadd.

Upon the chart that admiral Anfon took on
board the Spanifh galleon, and which the editor

of his voyage has caufed to be engraved, this

clufter is placed precifely in the fame latitude as
the Sandwich Iflands, and 16 or 17 more to the
eaftward. My daily differences of longitude

1 made
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made me think, that thefe iflands were the fame *
$

but what completely convinced me, was the name

of

* In the courfe of the years 1786 and 1787, captain Dixon

anchored three times at the Sandwich Iflands ; and having

the fame doubt as La Peroufe with regard to the identity of

thefe iflands, and thofe called Los Majos, La Me/a, &c. he

made refearches in confequence ; his refults were perfectly

fimilar, as may be feen by the following extracts :

«' The iflands Los Majos, La Mafo, and St. Maria la Gorta>

« laid down by Mr. Roberts, from 18 30' to 28 north lati-

'< tude, and from 135° to 149 weft longitude f, and copied

« by him from a Spanifh manufcript chart, were in vain

«* looked for by us, and, to ufe Maurelle's words, " it may be

« pronounced that no /ucb i/lands are to be/ound';" fo that their

« intention has uniformly been to miflead rather than be of

* fervice to future navigators."

« Our obfervation at noon, on the 8 th of May, gave 17 4'

" north latitude, and 1 zg° 5
y' weft longitude ; in this lituation

" we looked for an ifland called by the Spaniards Roco Partida,

" but in vain ; however, we ftood to the northward under an

«« eafy fail, and kept a good look out, expecting foon to fall

" in with the group of iflands already mentioned.

« From the nth to the 14th we lay to every night, and

«* when we made fail in the morning, fpread at the diftance

" of eight or ten miles, ftanding wefterly i it being probable

« that though the Spaniards might have been pretty correct

" in the latitude of thefe iflands, yet they might eafily be

" miftaken feveral degrees in their longitude : but our lati-

» tude on the 15th, at noon, being 20 9/ north, and 140 l'

f It muft be obferved, that Dixon reckons his longitude from the weft,

whereas Cook, in his third voyage, reckons it the oppofite way; Dixon's

reafon without doubt is, that, having fliaped his courfe to the weftward in

doubling Cape Horn, this manner of reckoning was more natural and more

convenient to him.
1 " weft
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of Mefa, which fignifies table, given by the Spa-
niards to the ifland of Owhyhee. I had read in

the defcription of this fame ifland by captain

King, that, after having doubled the eaftern point,

they diicovered a mountain called Mowna-roa,
which was vifible at a great diflance : it is, fays

he, flattened at the fummit, and forms what
French mariners call -plateau. The Englifli ex-

preflion is (till more fignificant, for captain King
calls it Table-land.

Although the feafon was very far advanced,

and I had no time to lofe in order to reach the

American coafts, I determined at all events to

mape a courfe which might bring my opinion to

the proof; the refult, if I were in error, would
necefiarily be, to meet with a fecond clutter of
iflands, forgotten perhaps by die Spaniards for more

*' weft longitude, which is confiderably to the weftward of
* any ifland laid down by the Spaniards, we concluded, and
« with reafon, that there muft be fome grofs millake in their
*' chart."

" On the i ft of November we looked out for St. Maria le

" Gorta, which is laid down in Cook's chart in 27 50' north.

« latitude, and in 149° weft longitude; and the fame after-
*f noon, failed direclly over it. Indeed we fcarcely expeiled
** to meet with any fuch place, as it is copied by Mr. Roberts
«•' into the above chart from the fame authority which we
« had already found to be erroneous refpefting Los Majos
u and Roco Partida."

Vol. II. D faa
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than a century, and to determine their fituatioxTy

and their precife diftance from the Sandwich iflands.

Thofe who know my character cannot fufpect, that

I have been influenced in this refearch by the defire

of taking away from captain Cook the honour of

this difcovery. Full of refpect and admiration

for the memory of that great man, he will always

appear to me the greatefc of navigators ; and he

who has determined the exact fituation of thefe

iflands j who has explored their coafls ; who has

made us acquainted with the manners, cuftoms,

and religion of the inhabitants; and who has paid-

with his blood for all the knowledge of which

we are at this time in poffeffion reflecting thefe

people j he is, I fay, the true Columbus of this

country, of the coaft of Alafhka, and of almoft all

the iflands of the South Sea. Chance fometimes

makes difcoveries to the moft ignorant ; but it be-

longs only to great men like him, to leave no more

information to be dented concerning the countries

they have feen. Mariners, philofophers, natu-

ralifts,each find in their voyages fomething which is

the object of their peculiar ftudy ; all men perhaps,

at leaft all navigators, owe a tribute of praife to

his memory : how can I rafale it, at the moment

of reachmg thofe iflands, where he fo unfortunately

finifhed his career ?

On the 7th of May,, in 8° north latitude, wc

2 perceived
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perceived a great many birds of the petrel fpecies,

man of war, and tropic birds -

3 thefe laft two
fpecies, it is laid, feldom go any great diftance

from land -, we alfo faw a great many turtles pafs

alongfide, The Aftrolabe caught two of them,
which they fhared with us, and which we found
Very good* The birds and turtles followed us as

far as 14 , and I doubt not but we parTed fome
ifland which was probably uninhabited $ for a
rock in the middle of the fea would rather be a
place of refort for thefe animals than a cultivated

country. We were now very near Rocca-Partida

and la Nublada: I fhaped my courfe fo as to

pafs althoft in fight of Rocca-Partida, if its lon-

gitude were juflly determined j but I did not wifh

to run pad its latitude, not being able to fpare from
my other fchemes a fingle day to this refearch*

I knew very well, that in this way it was proba-
ble I mould mifs it, and I was not much fur-

prifed at not finding it. When we had crcfTed

its latitude the birds difappeared, and till my ar-

rival at the Sandwich Iflands, a fpace of five hun-
dred leagues, we never faw more than two or three

in a day.

On the 15th I was in 19 17' north latitude, and

130 weft longitude, that is to fay, in the fame lati-

tude as the duller of iflands laid down in the S.panifh

charts, as well as in that of the Sandwich Iflands,

i> 2, km
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but a hundred leagues more to the eaftward than

the former, and four hundred and fixty to the eaft-

ward of the latter. Thinking to render an im-

portant fervice to geography if I could fuccced

in taking away from the charts thefe idle names,

which point out iflands that have no exiftence,

and perpetuate errors which are very prejudicial to

navigation, I was defirous, in order to leave no

doubt, to prolong my track as far as the Sandwich

Iflands ; I even formed the defign of paffing

between the ifland of Owhyhee and that of Mowee,

which the Englifh had not been able to explore;

and I propofed to land at Mowee, to traffic there

with the inhabitants for fome fupplies of frefh

flock, and leave it without lofs of time. I

knew, that by partially following my plan, and

only running down 200 leagues on this parallel,

there would ftill be unbelievers, and I wifhed that

not the (lighten; objeaion mould remain.

On the 1 8th of May I was in 20° north latitude,

and 1 39 weft longitude, precifely upon the

Spanim ifland Difgraciada, where I met with no

fign of land.

On the 20th I parled through the middle of the

fuppofed clutter of Los Majos, without perceiving

figns of being near any ifland : I continued to

run to the weftward upon this parallel between ^20°

. -and 21 : at length, on the 28th in the morning,

I got
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I got fight of the mountains of the ifland of

Owhyhee, which were covered with fnow, and foon

afterwards of thofe of Mowee, which are not quite

fo high. I crowded all the fail I could in order to

near the Jand, but when night came on I was ftill

(even, or eight leagues from it. I paffed the time

till morning in (landing off and on waiting for

day, in order to run into the channel formed by

thefe two iflands, and to feek for an anchorage to

Jceward.o/ Mowee, near the ifland of Morokinne.

Our longitude by obfervation corresponded fo

.exactly with that of captain Cook, that after hav-

ing pricked off the fhip's place upon the chart by

our bearings, according to the Englifh method,

we found only i c/ difference, which we were more

to the eaftward.

At nine in the morning I faw the point ofMowee
tearing weft 15° north. I perceived alfo an ifland

bearing weft 22 north, which the Engliih had

not been able to get fight of, and is not found in

their chart, which in this -part is very defe&ive;

whilft every thing that they have laid down from

their own obfervations is deferring of the warmeft

praife. The appearance of the ifland of Mowee
was delightful, Lcoafted jt along at about a league

diftance; it projects into the channel in the direc-

tion of fouth-weft by weft : we faw cafcades fal-

ling from the fummits of the mountains, and de-*

D3 fcending

I
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fcending to the fea, after having watered the ha-

bitations of the natives, which are fo numerous,

that a fpace of three or four leagues may be taken

for a fingle village} but all the houfes are upon

the fea fhore, and the mountains feem to occupy

fo much of the ifland, that the habitable part of it

appears to be fcarcely half a league broad. It is ne-

ceffary to be a feamam and reduced, as we were, in

thefe fcorching climates to a bottle of water a day,

to form a juft conception of the fenfations we ex-

perienced. The trees which crowned the moun-

tains, the verdure, the banana trees which were

perceived around the habitations, all produced an

inexpreffible charm upon our fenfes; but the fea

broke upon the coaft with great fury, and we were

reduced to defire, and to devour with our eyes^

what it was impoffible for us to attain.

The breeze had frefhened, and we ran at the

fate of two leagues an hour^ I wifhed before night

tb "explore this part of the coaft as far as Moro^

kinne, near which I flattered myfelf I fhould be

able to find an anchorage fheltered from the trade

winds : this plan, which was dictated by the impe-

rious circumftances in which I was placed, did not

permit me to fhorten fail in order to wait for

about a hundred and fifty canoes which were put-

ting off from the fhore ; they were laden with

fruits and hogs, which the Indians propofed to ex-;

ghange for our pieces of iron,

Almoft
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Almofi: all the canoes came aboard ofone or other

of the frigates, but we were going fo fad through

the water that they filled alongfide : the In-

dians were obliged to let go the ropes which we

had thrown them, and leaping into the fea fwam

alongfide after their hogs, and taking them in their

arms, they took their canoes upon their moulders,

-emptied them of the water, and gaily got in again,

endeavouring by force of paddling to regain the

fituation that they had been obliged to abandon, and

which had been in an inftant occupied by others,

who alfo met with the fame accident. Thus we
faw more than forty canoes fucceffively overfet

;

and although the commerce we entered into with

thefe honeft Indians was perfectly agreeable to both

parties, it was impoffible for us to procure more

than fifteen. hogs and fome fruits, and we loft the

opportunity of bargaining for more than three hun-

dred others.

Thefe canoes had outriggers : each held from

three to five men; the common fize might be

about twenty-four feet in length, only one foot

in breadth, and very near the fame in depth.

We weighed one of them of thefe dimenfions,

which did not exceed fifty pounds weight. It is

with thefe ticklifh veffels that the inhabitants of
thefe iflands make runs of fixty leagues, traverfe

channels that are twenty leagues wide, like that

fretween Atooi and Wohaoo, where the fea runs

P 4 very



4.3 La Pe rouse's voyage

very high; but they are fuch excellent fwimmers,

that they can fcarcely be compared to any thing

but feals and fea lions.

In proportion as we advanced, the mountains

feemed to remove towards the interior of the

ifland, which appeared to us in the form of a vaft

amphitheatre of a yellow green ; we no longer

perceived any cafcades; the trees were much more

iparingly fcattered in the plain, the villages were

compofed only of ten or twelve cabins very re-

mote from each other. We had every inftant

frefri caufe to regret the country we had left be-

hind us, and we found no fheker till we faw be-

fore us a rugged ihore, where torrents of lava had

formerly run, as the cafcades now flow in the

other part of the ifland.

After having fleered fouth weft by weft, as far

as the fouth-weft point of the ifland of Mowee,

I ftood weft and north weft in order to gain the

anchorage where the Aftrolabe had already brought

- tip, in twenty-three fathoms, in very hard grey fand,

about a third of a league from more. We lay fhel-

tered from the fea breeze by a high bluff, capped

by clouds. We had ftrong fqualls from time

to time, and the wind iliifted every inftant, fo that

we were conftantly dragging our anchors. This

roadftead was fo much the worfe, as we were ex-

pofed in it to currents, which prevented us from

riding head to wind, except in the fqualls., but they

made
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made fo high a fea, that it was fcarcely poffible for

cur fhips boats to live. I fent one of them, how-

ever, immediately to found around the fhips ; the

officer reported to me, that the bottom continued

jthe fame quite to the fhore j that the depth of

water gradually diminifhed -, and that there was

Hill {even fathoms at two cables length from the

fhore ; but when we weighed the anchor, I faw

that the cable was rendered abfolutely unfervice-

able, and that under a flight covering offand there

mufr. have been a rocky bottom.

The Indians of the villages in this part of the

ifland were eager to come alongfide in their ca-

noes, bringing, as articles of commerce, hogs, po-

tatoes, bananas, roots of arum, which the Indians

call tarro3 with ituffs, and fome other curiofities

which make part of their drefs. I did not chufe

to allow them to come on board till the/ frigate

was at anchor, and the fails were furled ; I told

them, that I was taboo *; and this word, which I

picked

* A word which, according to their religion, fignifies a

thing they cannot touch, or a confecrated place, into which

they are not permitted to enter.

Reliance may be placed upon the signification of the words

in the language of the Sandwich Iflands from the vocabulary

of captain Cook, who made a long ftay in thefe iflands, and

who poffelTed advantages which no other navigator has had

to carry on a communication with the iflanders. To thefe

motives may be added, the confidence due to the known ta-

lents of Anderfoo, by whom he was fo ably feconded.

Dixon
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picked up from the Engiifli narratives, had all the

fuccefs which I expected from it. M. de Langle,

who

Dixon gives a vocabulary of the language of the Sand-
wich 'Wands, in which the word taboo fignifies embargo j

although in his Journal he explains the ceremony of lying

under taboo in the fame manner as captain Cook.

The following table contains words offimilar found, taken
from the two vocabularies, which proves the errors that may
be made, when to a perfect ignorance of the language is added
the uncertainty of the mode of expreffing the pronunciation

of the words, which varies according to the individuals wIiq
pronounce them.

ENGLISH
WORDS.

Correfpondent WORDS from the

Vocabularies

Cocoa nut

The fun -

Gourd

Wc man -

Brother -

Cord a -

Of Cook.

Eeneeoo -

Hai, raa

Aieeboo -

f Waheine * - 1

\_Mahehie - -J

Tooanna

Heaho -

Of Geo. Dixon.

Nee&u,

Malarmtt.

P&o.

Cohabe&n?.

T'itunanie.

Touro^

The
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who had not taken the fame precaution, had in an

inftant the deck of his fhip quite crouded with a

multitude of thefe Indians ; but they were fo do-

cile, and fo fearful of giving offence, that it was

extremely eafy to prevail on them to return to

their canoes. I had no idea of a people at once

fo mild and refpeclful. When I permitted them

to come on board my fhip, they did not advance

a fingle ftep without our concurrence ; they al-

ways evinced a fear of difpleafing us ; the greater!

fidelity prevailed in their commerce. They took

a great fancy to our pieces of old iron hoops ; they

were not wanting in addrefs to procure them, by

making' good bargains on their own part; they

would never agree to fell a quantity of fluffs, or

feveral hogs in a lump -

f
they very well knew, that

there would be more profit arifing to them by mak^.

ing an agreement to fix a particular price for every

article.

Thefe' commercial habits, this knowledge of

iron, which from their own confeffion they did not

acquire from the EngliJh, are irefh proofs of the

The vocabulary ofCook, although more perfedl. Mill comes

an fupport of my affertion ; the word which fignifies a woman
is there found in two different places ; he has repeated it

without any mark of a doubt, and it is probable he has learned

this fignification from two individuals whofe pronunciation

was different, for in one place he writes Waheiiie and in the

pther Mqheine.—(Fr. Ed.)

frequent
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frequent communications which thefe people hayg

formerly had with the Spaniards *.

This

* It appears certain, that thefe ifiands were firft disco-

vered by Gaetan in 1542. This navigator Tailed from the

Port o£the Nativity, qn the wellern coaft of Mexico, in 20°

of north latitude : he flood' to the wefiward, and after hav-

ing run nine hundred leagues in this direction (without

changing his latitude) he discovered a group of iilands, inha-

bited by almoft naked favages. Thefe ifiands were fur-

rounded with coral recks : they contained cocpas, and feveral

Other fruits, but neither gold nor filver. He called them the

King's JJlandsi probably from the day on which he made the

difcovery ; and he named one, which he found twenty leagues

to the wefiward, Garden Ijlan$. It was impoflible for geo-

graphers, from this narrative, not to have placed the difcove-

ries of Gaetan precifely at the fame point where captain

Cook has fince again found the Sandwich Ifiands ; but the

Spanifh editor adds, that thefe iilands are fituated between

the 9th and j ith degrees of latitude, inflead of faying between

the 19th and 2 lit, as all mariners ought to conclude from the

courfe of Gaetan.

Is this omiffion of ten degrees an error of the prefs, or

does it originate from the policy of the Spanifh court, which,

during the laft century, had fo great an interefl in keeping

fecret the fituation of all the ifiands of this ocean >

I am led to believe that it is an error of the prefs, be-

caufe it was very impolitic to print that Gaetan, failing from

20 of latitude, fhaped his courfe to the wefiward ; if they

were defirous of deceiving as to the latitude; it was not very

difficult to have made him fleer another courfe.

Be this however as it may, if ten degrees be added to the

latitude mentioned by Gaetan, every thing agrees; the fame

diflance from Che coafl of Mexico/ the fame people, the iarne

vegetable
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This nation had, during a century, very ftrong

reafons againft making thefe iflands known, becaufe

the weftern Teas of America were infefted by pi-

rates, who would have found provifions among

thefe iflanders, and who, on the contrary, from

the difficulty of procuring them, were obliged to

run weftward towards the Indian feas, or to re-

turn by Cape Horn into the Atlantic Ocean.

When the navigation of the Spaniards to the weft-

ward was reduced to a fingle galleon from Manilla,

I think this extremely rich veiTel was conftrained

by the proprietors to follow a fixed track, which

might leffen their rifle. Thus by degrees this na-

tion has perhaps loft even the remembrance of

thefe iflands, preferved upon the general chart of

Cook's third voyage by lieutenant Roberts, with

their ancient fituation at 15 more to the eaftward

than the Sandwich Iflands -, but their identity with

thefe laft feems to me to be fo clearly demonftrat-

-cd, that I thought it my duty to clear them away

from the furface of the fea.

vegetable productions, a coaft In like manner furroundeet

with coral rocks, the fame extent from north to fouth ; the

fituation of the Sandwich Iflands being nearly between 19

and 21 degrees, as thofe of Gaetan are between 9 and n.

This frefh proof, joined to thofe already cited, appears to me
to carry this geographical difcuffion to abfolute certainty.

.Befides, 1 can farther affirm, that there exifts no group of

iflands between the 9th and nth degrees, for it is the

fiaamoa track of the galleons from Acapulco to Manilla.

It
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It was fo late before our fails were furled, thii

I was under the neceffity of deferring till the'

nest day the landing which I propofed to make

upon this ifland, where nothing could detain me

but a convenient watering place, but we already

perceived, that this part of the coaft was altogether

deflitute of running water, the declivity of the

mountain having directed all the falls of rain to-

wards the windward fide. Some few days labour

on the furnmit of the mountains might perhaps

have proved fufficient to render fo precious a be-

nefit common to the whole ifland ; but thefe In-

dians have not yet arrived at this degree of induf-

tryj in many other refpecls, however, they are

very far advanced. The form of their govern-

ment is well known by the Englifh narratives

:

their extreme fubordination is a linking proof, that

there is an acknowledged authority, that gradually

extends from the king to the lowed chief, and is-

bafed upon the people. My imagination feels

great pleafure in comparing them with the In-

dians of Eafter Ifland, whofe induftry is at lean:

as far advanced : the monuments of the latter

ihew even more fkill ; the fabrication of their fluffs,

as well as the conflruction of their houfes, is much

better, but their government is fo vicious, that no

one is capable of putting an end to its diforder

j

they do not acknowledge any authority, and al-

,

though I do not think them abfolutely wicked, it

is
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is but too common for liccntioufnefs to have trou-

blefome and even fatal confequences. In making

a comparifon between thefe two nations, all the

advantages feem to be in favour of thofe of the

Sandwich Iflands, though all prejudices were

againft them on account of the death of captain

Cook. It is more natural for navigators to regret

ifo great a man, than coolly and impartially to ex-

amine whether it were not fome imprudence on

his part, that obliged the inhabitants of Owhyhee

to have recourfe to neceflary defence *.

The

* It is inconteftibly proved, that the Englilh commenced

hoftilities ; this is a truth, which it would be in vain to con-

ceal. I will not adduce any proofs of it, but ftich as are con-

tained in the narrative of captain Cook's friend, of the man
who looked upon him as his father, and whom the inlanders

believed to be his fon ; in fhort, of captain King, who tells us,

after a faithful relation of the events which led to his death,

* c I was apprehenfive of fome unhappy moment, in which.

" this confidence would prevent him from taking the necef-

** fary precautions."

The reader will alfo be able to judge for himfelf, by a

comparifon of the following circumilances

:

Cook very inconfiderately gave orders to fire with ball, if

his labourers were difturbed ; though he had before him the

experience of the maffacre often men of captain Furneaux's

ihip's company, a mafiacre which was occafioned by the dis-

charge of two firelocks upon the Zealanders, who had com-

mitted a trifling theft of fome fiin and bread.

Pareea, one of the chiefs, reclaiming his canoe, which had

been feized upon by the Ihip's company, was knocked down

by
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The night was very calm, with the exception

of force gufts, which lafted lefs than two minutes*

As

by a violent blow of an oar, with which they flruck him on

the head ; recovered from the (tunning occafioned by it, he

had the generofity to forget the violence which had been of-

fered him; he returned a (hort time afterwards, brought back

a hat that had been ftolen, and appeared to be afraid that cap-

tain Cook himfelf might kill, or at leaft punifh him.

Before the commifiion of any other crime than that of

ftealing the boat, two guns had been fired upon two great

canoe c
, which endeavoured to make their efcape.

Neverthelefs, after thefe events, captain Cook walked to

the village where the king was, and received thofe marks of

refpeft, which they had always been accuftomed to pay him j

the inhabitants proftrated themfelves before him..

There was no circumftance which could give rife to a*

idea of any hoftile intention on the part of the iflanders, when

the boats placed acrofs the bay fired again upon fome canoes

which endeavoured to efcape, and unfortunately killed a chief

< of the firft. rank..

This death drove the iflanders to madnefs. One of them

was contented with challenging captain Cook, and threaten-

ing to throw a ftone at him. Captain Cook difcharged a

mufket at him, loaded with fmall (hot, which, owing to the

matting with which he was clothed,-had no effecl: this dif-

charge of the mufket became the fignal of engagement.

Phillips was on the point of being dabbed. Cook then fired

a fecond mufket charged with ball, and killed the foremofl of

the iflanders. The attack immediately became more ferious
.;

the foldiers and fallow made a difcharge of mufketry. Four

marines were already killed, and three others, with a lieute-

nant, were wounded, when captain Cook, finding the fitua-

&<m he was in, approached the water fide j he called out to the

1 boats
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At day-break the longboat of the Aftrolabe was
detached with MefTrs. De Vaujuas, Boutin, and

Bernizet ; they had orders to found a very deep

bay which lay to the north weft of us, and in

which I fbppofed there was better anchorage

than where we then were ; but this hew an-

chorage, though within our reach, was not much
better than that which we occupied. According

to the report of the officers, this part of the ifland

of Mowee not affording either wood or water,

and having only three very bad roads,; muft be

very little frequented.

At eight o'clock in the morning four boats

of the two frigates were ready to fet off, the

firft two carried twenty armed foldiers, com-
manded by M. de Pierrevert, one of the lieu-

tenants; M. de Langle, accompanied by all the

paflengers and officers who were hot detained by
their duty on board, were in the two others. This
preparation gave no alarm to the natives, who
from day-break had been alongfide in their

canoes | thefe Indians continued their traffic -, they

boats to ceafe. their firing, and to land, that he might embark
his little troop : it was at this inftant, that he was tabbed in
the back, and fell upon his face into the fea.

It yet remains to be added, that Cook, having determined
to bring the king and his family on board his fhip, either

willingly or by force, and having for that purpofe penetrated
into the country, was very ill prepared forfuch an attempt, by
taking no more than a detachment of ten men.—(Fr, Ed.)

Vol. II. E did
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did not follow us on more, and they preferved

that appearance of confidence in us, which their

countenances had never ceafed to exprefs. About

a hundred and twenty perfons, men and women,

waited for us on the beach. The foldiers, with their

officers, were firft disembarked ; we fixed upon a

fpace which we chofe to referve to ourfelves \ the

foldiers fixed their bayonets, and made exactly

the fame difpofitions, as if in the prefence of an

enemy. Thefe forms made no impreffion on the

inhabitants ; the women teftified to us, by the

more expreffive geflures, that there was not any

mark of kindnefs which they were not difpofed to

confer upon us j and the men, in the moft refpect-

ful attitude, endeavoured to penetrate into the

motive of our yifit, in order to anticipate our

wants. Two Indians came forward who appeared

%o have fome authority over the others ; they very

gravely made me a pretty long fpeech, of which

I did not comprehend one word, and each of

them offered to prefent me with a hog, of which

I accepted. In return, I gave them medals,

hatchets, and other pieces of iron, objects to them

of ineftimable value. My liberality had a very

o-reat effect j the women redoubled their carefies,

but they were not Very feducing j their features

had no delicacy, and their drefs difcovered to me,

among much the greater number, traces of the

ravages committed by the venereal difeafe. As

4 ^lcre
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there were no women came to the mips in the

canoes, I thought that they attributed to the Eu-
ropeans thofe evils of which they bore the marks,
but 1 foon perceived that this remembrance, fup-

pofing it real 3 had not left on their minds any kind
of refentment.

Let me be permitted, however, to examine*

whether modern navigators be in fad the true

authors of thefe evils ; and whether this crime,

with which they reproach themfelves in their nar-

ratives* be not more fancied than real. To oive

my conjectures the greater weight, I will fupport

them by the obfervatioris of M. Rolling a very

enlightened man, and furgeon- major of my ihip.

He vifited in this ifland feveral individuals who
were attacked by the venereal difeafe, and remark-
ed fymptoms, the gradual developement of which

would have required twelve or fifteen years in Eu-
rope : he alio faw children of feven or eight years

old labouring under it, who could only have been
Infected while yet in their mothers wombs. I may
farther obferve* that captain Cook, on his firft

arrival at the Sandwich Iflands, touched only at

Atooi and Oneeheow, and that nine months after,

on his return from the north, he found almoft all

the inhabitants of Mowee who came on board his

fliip were infeded with this difeafe. As Mowee
is fixty leagues to windward of Atooi, the apparent

rapidity of this progrefs feems to throw much.

E 2 doubt
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doubt on the prevailing hypothecs*. If to thefe

different obfervations be added that which refults

from the ancient communication of the Spaniards

with thefe inlanders, it will doubtlefs appear pro-

bable, that they long ago fhared with other na-

tions the misfortunes attached to this fcourge of

humanity.

I thought this difcuffion due to modern navi-

gators. All Europe, deceived by their own nar-

ratives, had for ever reproached them with a crime,

which they thought the chiefs of thefe expeditions

were able to prevent. There is, however, a re-

proach, from which they cannot efcape, the not

having taken fufficient precautions to avoid the

evil ; and if it be nearly demonitrated, that this

difeafe is not the effect of their imprudence, it is

not equally fo, that their communication with

thefe people may not have given it a greater

activity, and have rendered its confequences in-

finitely more terrible f.
After

* It appeared to captain Cook, that the inhabitants of

Mowee had been informed of his -flay at Atooi and at Onee-

he'ow. It is not therefore furprifing, that the Venereal dif-

eafe had been communicated in the fame time as the news.

' Befides, Bougainville is convinced, that the inhabitants of the

iflands of the Pacific Ocean communicate with each other from

very confiderable diftances.—Voyage round the World by BoU-

gain<ville,—-(Fr. Ed.)

f It is not to be doubted, that modern navigators may

have to reproach themfelves with having communicated,

evert
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After having vifited the village, I gave orders

that fix foldiers, commanded by a ferjeant, fhould

accompany us : I left the others upon the beach,

under the command of M. de Pierrevert -, they

were charged with the protection of our (hips

boats, from which not a fingle failor had landed.

Though the French were the firft who of late

times had landed on the ifland of Mowee, I did

not think it my duty to take pofTeffion of it in the

name of the king: the cuftoms of Europeans are

in this refpect completely ridiculous. Philofo-

phers have undoubtedly reafon to figh at feein^

that men, for no other reafon than becaufe they are

in pofTeffion of cannon and bayonets, reckon as

nothing fixty thoufand of their fellow creatures i

and, without refpect for their moft facred rights,

regarding as an objecl of conquer! a land, which

its inhabitants have watered with their fweat, and

which during fo many ages has ferved as a tomb

to their anceftors. Trjefe people have, fortunate^

been difcovered at a period, in which religion is no

longer made ufe of as a pretext for violence and

cupidity. Modern navigators, in defcribing the

manners ofnewly difcovered nations, have no other

even with a knowledge of the caufe, the venereal difeafe in

the South Sea iflands. Captain Cook makes no fecret of it

in his narratives ; and what he principally fays of it may be

feen in his Third Voyage.—?(Fr. Ed.)

E 3 pbjecl;
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object than that of completing the hiftory of man 5

their expeditions will complete our knowledge of

the globe; and the information which they en-

deavour to fpread has no other end in view, than

that of adding to the happinefs of the iflanders

they vifit, and augmenting the means of their fub-

Mence.

It is in purfuance of thefe principles, that they

have already tranfported into their iflands bulls,

cows, goats, fheep, and rams ; that they have alfo

planted trees there, fown the feeds of all countries,

and carried to them tools proper to accelerate the

progrefs of induftry. For our parts, we mail efteem

ourfelves fufficiently recompenfed for the extreme

fatigues of this voyage, if we could become the

means ofdeftroying the cuftom ofhuman facrifices,

which is faid to be generally fpread over the

South Sea iflands. But notwithstanding the opi-

nion of Mr. Anderfon and captain Cock, I think,

with captain King, that a people fo good, fo mild,

fo hofpitable, cannot be cannibals: an atrocious

religion is with difficulty afibciated with mild man-

ners ; and fince captain King fays, in his narrative,

that the priefts of Owhyhee were their beft friends,

I think I may conclude, that if mildnefs and huma-

nity have already made fome progrefs in this clafs

charged with human facririces, the reft of the inha-

bitants muft be ftill lefs ferocious. It evidently ap-

pears then, that the practice ofman-eating no longer

cxifts
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txifts among thefe iflanders, though it is but too

probable, that it has not ceafed any great length of

time *.

The foil of this ifland is formed only of decom-

pofed lava, and other volcanic matters : the inha-

bitants drink only brackifh water drawn from

mallow wells, and in fuch fmall quantity, that one

of them cannot furnifh half a barrel of water a

day. In our walk we met with four little villages

of ten or twelve houfes j they are built and co-

vered with ftraw in the fame manner as thofe of

Our poorefc peafants : the roofs have two declivi-

ties j the door, placed at the gable end, is no more

than three feet and a half high, and cannot be en-

tered without (looping ; it is fhut by a fimple latchs

which every one can open. The articles of fur-

niture of thefe iflanders confift of mats, which like

our carpets form a very neat covering upon which

they lie down; they have betides other kitchen

utenfils, fuch as large calabafhes, to which thty

give any form they pleafe when they are green -,

they varnifh them, and trace upon them in black,

* The horror which thefe iflanders {howed when they

were fufpe&ed of eating man's flefh, that which they teilified

when afked if they had not eaten the body of captain Cook,

in part confirms the opinion of La Peroufe ; Cook, however,

had obtained certain proof of this cuftom among the inhabi-

tants of New Zealand ; and it cannot be denied, that the

pra&ice of human facrifices, and of eating enemies killed ia

battle, is fpreadover all the South Sea iilands.—(Fr. Ed.)

E 4 all
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all kinds ofiketches; I have alfo feen fome which
were glued to one another, and thus formed very

large velTels : it appears that this glue is capable of
refitting rnoifture, and I had a great defire to know
its compofition. The fluffs, of which they have %
very great quantity, are, like thofe of the other

iflands, made of the paper mulberry tree, but al-

though they are painted with much greater variety,

their fabric feems to me inferior to that of all the

others. At my return I was again harangued by

fome women, who waited for me under fome trees;

they made me offers of feyeral pieces of fluff,

which I paid for with hatchets and iron nails.

The reader ought not to expect in this work to

find details oi a people fo well made known by the

Englifh narratives ; thefe navigators paffed four

months in thefe iflands, and our flay there was

little more than a few hours; they had the further

advantage of underflanding the language of the

country; it is neceffary, therefore, that we mould

confine ourfelves to the relation of our own hif«

tory.

Our re-embarkation was made at eleven o'clock

in very good order, without confufion, and with-

out our having the fmalleft caufe of complaint

againfl any one. We arrived on board at noon,

where M. de Clonard had been vifited by a chief,

and had purchafed from him a cloak, and a fine

helmet covered over with red feathers ; he had alfo

bought

:
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bought more than a hundred hogs, bananas, po-

tatoes, tarro, a great many fluffs, mats, a canoe,

with an out-rigger, and various other little articles

of feathers and fhells. On our arrival on board,

the two frigates dragged their anchors ; it blew

frefh from the fouth eaft; we were driving down
upon the ifland of Morokinne, which was how-

ever far enough diftant to give us time to hpift. in

our boats. I made the fignal for weighing, but

before we could purchafe our anchor, I was oblig-

ed to make fail, and to drag it till I had paffed

the ifland of Morokinne, to hinder me from driv-

ing paft the channel ; if at this time it had unfor-

tunately caught any rock, and the bottom had not

been hard and even enough to let it come home,

I fhould have been obliged to cut the cable.

We did not entirely get our anchor till five

o'clock in the afternoon ; it was too late to fliape

my courfe between the ifland of Ranai and the weft

part of the ifland of Mowee j it was a new chan-

nel which I mould have wifhed to reconnoitre,

but prudence would not permit me to attempt it

in the night. Till eight o'clock the breezes were

fo light that we could not run more than half a

league. At length the wind fettled at north eafl

;

I flood to the weftward, palling at an equal dis-

tance the north-weft point of the ifland of Tahoo-

rowa, and the fouth-weft point of the ifland of

|lanai. At day-break I ftretched towards the

fouth-
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Ibuth-weft extremity of the ifland of Morotoi,

which I coafted at three quarters of a league dis-

tance, and like the Englifh, I got into the open fea

by the channel which feparates the ifland of Wo-
haoo from that of Morotoi >, this lafl ifland did not'

appear to me to be inhabited in this part, although,

according to the Englifh account, it is very popu-

lous on the other fide. It is remarkable, that in

thefe iflands the moil: healthy and fertile parts, and

of cburfe the bell inhabited, are always to wind-

warxL Our iflands of Guadaloupe, Martinico,.&c.

have fo exact a refemblance to this new duller,

that as far as navigation is concerned they appear

to me to have a perfect fimilarity.

Meffrs. Dagelet and Bernizet have taken, with

great accuracy, all the bearings of thoTe parts of

the iflands ofMowee and Morokinne that we failed

along : it was impoflible for the Englifh, who,

never came nearer to them than the diftance of ten

leagues, to attain any exactnefs. M. Bernizet con-

ftructed a chart, and M. Dagelet furnifhed agro-

nomical obfervations, which deferve equal confi-

dence with thofe of captain Cook.

On the ift of June, at fix o'clock in the even^

we had cleared all the iflands ; we had notmg
employed more than forty-eight hours in examin-

ing them, and at moft fifteen days in clearing up a

point in geography which appeared to me very im-

portant, fince it expunges from our charts five or fix

. iflands
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iflands which have no exiftence. The fifhes which

had followed us from the vicinity of Eafter Ifland

as far as the anchorage difappeared. One fact

worthy enough of attention is, that the fame fhoal

of fllh followed our frigates fifteen hundred

leagues ; feveral bonetas, wounded by our har-

poons, retained a mark on their backs which ren-

dered it impoflible to miftake them, and we thus

recollected every day the fame fifh that we had

{ecn over night. I have no doubt, that had we not

flopped at the Sandwich Iflands, they would (till

have followed us two or three hundred leagues,

that is to lay, till they came to a temperature they

could not bear.
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CHAPTER VII.

Departure from the Sandwich IJlands—Signs of ap-

proaching the American Coaft—Difcovery ofMount
Saint-Ellas—Difcovery of Monti Bay—The Ships

Boats reconnoitre the Entrance of a great River, to

which we preferve the name of Behring's River

—-The reconnoitring of a very deep Bay—The fa-
vourable Report of many of the Officers engages us

to put in there—Rifks we run in entering it—The
Defeription of this Bay, to which I give the Name
of Port des Frangais—Manners and Cuftoms of the

Inhabitants— Our Traffic with them—Journal of

mr Proceedings during our Stay.

(JUNE, JULY, I786.)

*TpHE eafterly winds continued till we were In

30 north latitude j I flood to the north-

ward, with fair weather. The frem flock, that

we had procured during our fhort flay at the

Sandwich Iflands, afforded an agreeable and whole-

fome fubfiftence to the fhips companies of the two
frigates for three weeks j it was impoffible for

us however to preferve our hogs alive, for want of

water and food ; I was under the neceffity of fol-

lowing captain Cook's method of faking them,

but the hogs were fo fmall, that the greater num-
ber of them were under twenty pounds weight.

Their flefh would not bear fait without being

corroded
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corroded by it, and its fubftance partly deftroyed,

which made it neceffary to confume it the firft.

On the 6th of June, being in 30 of north la-

titude, the wind fhifted to fouth daft 3 , the Iky

became whitifh and dull j every thing told us,

that we had gotten out of the trade winds,

and I was very much afraid that we mould foori

have caufe to regret the lofs of the fine weather,

which had hitherto preferved us in fo good a flats

of health, and during which we had almoft every

day made lunar obfervations, or at leaft compared

the true hour of the meridian in which we were

with that of our time-keepers.

My apprehenfions of fogs were quickly re-

alized j they began on the 9th June, in 34 north

latitude, and we had no clear weather till the

14th of the fame month, in 41 . I at firft

thought thefe feas more foggy than thofe which

feparate Europe from America. I mould
have been much deceived if I had obftinately

adopted this opinion j the fogs of Acadia, of New-
foundland, and Hudfon's Bay have, from their

continued thicknefs, an inconteflible right of pre^

eminences but the humidity was extreme; the

fog, or rain, had penetrated through all the failors

clothing ; we had never the fmalleft ray of the fun

to dry them, and I had before been convinced by

melancholy experience, in my voyage to Hudfon's

Bayj that cold wet weather was perhaps the principal

and
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and moft active caufe of fcurvy. Not one perfori

was yet afflicted with it; but after having re-

mained fo long at feaj we might all have a dif-

pofition of body tending to that diforder. I

therefore gave orders to place ftoves, filled with

burning coals, under the half deck, and between

decks, where the people flept; I diftributed to

every failor and foldier a pair of boots, and re-

ftored to them the flannel under- waiftcoats and

breeches which I had kept in referve from the time

of our departure from the feas of Cape Horn.

My furgeon, who ihared with M. de Clonard

the care of all thefe details, propofed alfo, that we

ihould mix their grog* at breakfaft with a flight

infufion of bark, whichi without fenfibiy affecting

the tafle of this drink, might produce very fa-

lutary effects. I was under the neceffity of order-

ing this mixture to be made fecredyj without

this precaution the crews would certainly have

refufed to drink their grog, but as none of them

perceived it, there was no murmuring on account

of this new regimen, which might have been pro-

ductive of great controverfy had it been fubmitted

to general opinion.

Thefe different precautions were attended with

the greateft fuccefs, but they were not the only

ones which occupied our leifure in the courfe of

• A liquor compofed of one part brandy and two parts

*vater, much, more wholefome for the crews than raw fpirit*
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fo long a run : my carpenter made, from a plan

of M. de Langle, a corn mill, which proved of the

greateft ufe to us.

The purfers, perfuaded that kiln-dried com
would keep much better than flour and bifcuit, pro-

pofed to us to take on board a great quantity of it *

this we had again increafed at Chili. They had

furnifhed us with mill-ftones 24 inches in diameter,

and four inches and a half thick s it required four

men to put and keep them in motion. We were

at the fame time afiured, that M. de Suffrein had

no other mill to provide for the wants of his

whole fquadron j there could therefore remain no
doubt, but that thefe mill-ftones were fully ade-

quate to fo fmall a fLip's company as our's ; but

when we attempted to ufe them, the baker found,

that the grain was only broken, and not ground,

and the whole day's labour of four men, relieved

every half hour, produced no more than twenty-

live pounds weight of this bad flour. As our

corn formed nearly one half of our (tore of pro-

vifion, we mould have been in the greater!: em-
barraflment, but for the inventive genius of M. d#

Langle, who, affifted by a failor that had formerly

been a miller's boy, hit upon the fcheme of adapt-

ing to our mill-ftones the movement of a wind-

mill : he firft tried fails to be turned by the wind,

with fome fuccefs, but he foon fubitittited a han-

dle inftead ofthem 3 by this new method, flour as

perfect as that of common mills was obtained, and

we
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wc were every day able to grind two hundrect

weight of corn.

On the 14th the wind changed to weft fouth-

weft. The following obfervations were the refult

of our long experience : The fky became pretty-

generally, clear when the winds were only fome few

degrees fromweft to north, and the fun appearedupon

the horizon ; from weft to fouth-weft, the weather

was in general accompanied by a little rain j from

fouth-weft to fouth-eaftj and even to eaft, the hori-

zon was foggVj with an extreme humidity, which

penetrated into the cabins and every part of the:

mip. Thus a fimple view of the table of winds;

will always Ihew the reader the ftate of the wea-

ther, and will be of the mod effential fervice to'

fuch as fhall fucceed us in this navigation ; be-

tides, they who wifh to join to the pleafure of

reading the events of this voyage a fmall iliare of

intereft for performs who experienced the fatigues

of itj will not perhaps think with indifference of

navigators* who, at the extremity of the earth, and

after having had to contend continually with fogs,

bad weather, and the fcurvy, have run Over an

unknovVn coaft, the theatre of all the geographical

romances * too lightly adopted by modern geo-

graphers t.

This
* Tliefe romances are,- the Voyage of Admiral Fuentes,

and the pretended navigations of the Chinefe and Japanefe on.

this coaft.

f The details of the voyage of admiral Fuentes, or De
Fonte,
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This part of America, as far as Mount Saint-
Elias in 60% was only juft feen by captain Cook,

with

Fonte, are certainly very extraordinary; but we dare not al-
together rejecl them, when we compare with the chart of his
difcoveriesthofeof Cook, la Peroufe, Dixon, and Meares

'

It appears, from the difcourfe delivered by Buache at the Aca-
demy of Sciences, that Lorencio Ferrer de Maldonado difco-
vered the north-weftern pafiage by entering into a ftreight of
Hudfon's Bay, which is the fame that admiral de Fonte met
with u, his return from the South Sea, and which is laid down
upon the charts under the name of Repulfe Bay. The voyage
of Maldonado appears to be authentic ; it is dated in the year
1588 :

that of admiral de Fonte is in 1640 : and there is at
leaft no proof againft the latter having had a knowledge of
the voyage of Maldonado, and that he made it the bafis of
his romance. The analogy which appears on the comparifon
will always leave fome doubts; and in geography every
doubt ought to be entertained, till it can be clearly removed
by mconteftible proofs.

Neither the difcourfe of Buache, nor the Spanifh voyage
which ferved as the bafis of it, have yet been printed. Thofe
readers who may be defirous to know the difcuffions, to which
the voyage of admiral de Fonte gave rife, will find thenx
in the following works :

Explication de la carte des nouvelles decouvertes au nord de la
merduSud. Par de Lille, etc. Paris, 175 2 .

Ccnftderations geographies etphyftquesfur les nouvelles decou-
-verus «u nord de la grande mer, appelee vulgairement la met dx
Sud. Par Philippe Buache, etc. Paris, 1753.

Nou-velles Cartes des decou-vertes de Pamiral de Fonte, etc
Par de Lille, etc. Paris, 1753.

Lettre d'un officier de la marinejussienne a un seigneur de la
cour, etc. A Berlin.

V°L
- "• F Oi/,r.
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with the exception of the port of Nootka, in which

he flopped > but from Mount Saint Elias as far as

the point of Alafhka, and even to that of the frozen

cape, this celebrated navigator ran down the coaft

with a perfeverance and courage of which all Eu-

rope is convinced he was capable. Thus the ex-

ploring of that part ofAmerica comprized between

Mount Saint Elias and Port Monterey was a la-

bour highly conducive to the interefts of com-

merce and navigation j but it required many years,

and we do not deny, that, having only two or

three months to allot to it on account of the fea-

fon, and ftill more from the vaft plan of our voyage,

we mail have left a great many details to fucceed-

ing navigators. Several centuries will perhaps glide

away, before all the bays and harbours of this part

of America come to be perfectly known; but the

true direction of the coaft, the determination as to

latitude and longitude of the moil remarkable

points, will infure an utility to our labours, which

no feaman will call in queftion.

We never ceafed to have a fair wind from the

time of our departure from the Sandwich Iflands

Qbfervahons critiquesfur les nouvelies dkowvertes de Vamiral

Fueutes, etc. Par Robert de Vangondy, fils, etc. Pans,

'

Journal hifm-ique, Memoires pour Vhiftoire desfcienccs et des

beaux arts, Journal des Sayans, Journal economise, pour

I'annee I7?3-—(Fr. Ed.)

tiU
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till we landed at Mount Saint Elias. In propor-
tion as we advanced to the northward, and ap-
proached America, we faw fea weeds pafs by
of a fpecies abfolutely unknown to us; a head
of the fize of an orange terminated a ftalk of
forty or fifty feet long j this fea weed refembled
but much exceeded in fize the italic of an
onion which has run up to feed. Whales of
the largeft fpecies, divers, and wild geefe alfo an-
nounced to us that we were approaching lands
at length, on the 23d, at four o'clock in the
morning, we defcried it; the fog fuddenly difperf-

ing all at once difcovered to us a long'chain of
mountains covered with fnow, which if the weather
had been clear we mould have been able to have
feen thirty leagues farther off; we diftinguifhed

Behring's Mount Saint Elias, the fummit of which
appeared above the clouds.

The fight of land, which in general gives rife

to the tnoft agreeable fenfations after a long voyage,
failed in the prefent inftance to produce the fame
erfed upon us. Thofe immenfe heaps of fnow, which
covered a barren land without trees, were far from
agreeable to our view; the mountains appeared a
little remote from the fea, which broke againft a
bold and level land, elevated about a hundred and
fifty or two hundred fathoms. This black rock,
which appeared as if calcined by fire, destitute of
all verdure, formed aftriking contrail to the white-

F * nefs

8H
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nefs of the fnow, which was perceptible through the

clouds ; it ferved as the bafe to a long ridge of

mountains, which appeared to ftretch fifteen leagues

from eaft to weft. At firft we thought ourfelves"

very near it -, the fummit of the mountains ap-

peared to be juft over our heads, and the fnow caft

forth a brightnefs calculated to deceive eyes not

accuftomed to itj but in proportion as we advanced,

we perceived in front of the high ground hillocks

covered with trees, which we took for iflands ; it

appeared probable, that we might there have found

a fhelter for our fhips, as well as wood and water.

I propofed therefore, by means of the eafterly wind

which blew along more, to reconnoitre at a very

little diftance thefe fuppofed iflands: but it chopped

about to the fouthward, and the fky became very

black in that part of the horizon j I therefore

thought it proper to wait for a more favourable

opportunity, and kept clofe. to the wind in order

to avoid a lee ihore. At noon we made an observa-

tion in 59 ai' north latitude, the weft longitude

was by our time-keepers 143 23'. A thick fog

enveloped the land during the whole of the 25th,

but on the a6th the weather became very fine

;

the coaft appeared at 2 in the morning with all its

windings. I ran along it at the diftance of two

leagues ; we founded in feventy fathoms, muddy

bottom;- I was very defirous of finding a harbour,

and foon entertained hopes that I had met with it.

I have
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I have already fpoken of a table-land, the eleva-

tion of which was one hundred and fifty or two hun-
dred toifes, fervingas a bafe to immenfe mountains
a few leagues more inland ; we foon perceived a low
point, covered witji trees, to the eaftward, which
appeared to join this table-land, and to terminate
at a little diftance from a fecond chain of moun-
tains, which was to be feen ftill farther towards the
eaft. We were all nearly unanimous in opinion,

that the table-land was terminated by the low point

covered with trees, that it was an ifland feparated
from the mountains by an arm of the fea, the di-

rection of which, like that of the coaft, might be
.eaft and weft, and that we mould find in the ex-
pected channel a convenient fhelter for our mips.

I flood towards this point, keeping my lead
going; the leaft depth of water was forty-five

fathoms, muddy ground. At two o'clock in the
afternoon a calm made it necefiary for me to
come to an anchor ; the breeze had been very
light during the whole of this day, and had
varied from weft to north ; by obfervation at
noon we were in 5f 41' north latitude, and by our
time-keepers in 143? 3' weft longitude ; we were
three leagues to the fouth weft of the woody point
which I ftill fuppofed to be an ifland. At fix

o'clock in the morning I had diipatched my long-
boat, commanded by M. de Boutin, for the pur-
pofe ofreconnoitring this bay or channel, MefTrs.

F3 de

I

ti
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de Monti and de Vaujuas went from the Aftro*

labe for the fame purpofe, and we brought up,

waiting the return of thefe officers. The water

was very fmoqth j the current ran at the rate of

about half a league an hour, to the fouth fouth

weft, which completely confirmed me in the opi-

nion, that if this woody point were not that of a

channel, it formed at lead the mouth of a great

river.

The barometer had fallen very confiderably in

the laft twenty- four hours; the Iky was very black

;

every thing indicated that foul weather was about

to ilicceed the dead calm which had obliged us

to anchor : at length, at nine o'clock in the even-

ing, cur three boats returned, and the three

officers unanimously reported, that there was nei-

ther river nor channel ; that the coaft formed only

a pretty confiderable hollow in the north-eaft in

the fTiape of a femicircle ; that the foundings in

this creek were thirty fathoms, muddy ground,

but there was no fhelter from the wind from

fouth fouth weft to eaft fouth eaft, which is the

moft dangerous. The fea broke violently upon

the fhore, which was covered with drift wood,

M. de Monti had with great difficulty landed j

and as he was the commanding officer of this little

divifion of boats, I gave this bay the name of de

Monti Bay. They added, that the caufe of our

mjftake was this, that the woody point joined a

fare
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part of the coaft which was much lower, without

a, tree on it, which gave it the appearance of a

promontory. Meffrs. de Monti, de Vaujuas,

and Boutin had taken bearings of the different

points of this bay ; from their unanimous report,

there was not the flighted doubt remaining of the

Heps we ought to take. I made the fignal for

getting under way, and as the weather threatened

to be very bad, I took advantage of a breeze

from the north-weft to run to the fouth-eaft, and

ito gain an offing *.

!

:

The

* It will appear, without doubt, fomewhat extraordinary,

that I fhould contend againft the report of three officers, in

order to maintain, that Peroufe, from on board his ftrip, had

formed a better judgment of the coaft; it is the part of the

reader to appreciate the proofs of my affertion, and, if he

have any doubts about it, to confulc Dixon's voyage and

charts.

I affert, that De Monti's Bay is neither more nor lefs than

ihe anchorage of Dixon on the 23d of May in the year fol-

lowing ; an anchorage fheltered from all winds, by the cor-

ner of an ifland which forms a kind of jetty, to which he

gave tne name of Port Mulgrave.

f\ The ikuation Mr, Turner had pitched on for us to an-

<e chor in, was round a low point to the northward, about

V three miles up the bay." »

" Thefe iilands, in common with the reft of the coaft, are

f entirely covered with pines of two or three different fpe-

" cies, intermixed here and there with witch hazle, and vari-

.?' ( . \ kinds of brufh-wood."

F 4 Dixon
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The night was calm, but foggy j the wind was

changing every moments at length it flood at

eaft, and blew freih from this point for twenty-

four hours.

On the 28 th the weather became more mode-

rates by our obfervation we were in 59 19/ north

latitude, and in 142 41' weft longitude, accord-

ing to our time-pieces; a heavy fog hung upon the

coail, we could not diftinguifh the points which

were vifible on the preceding days s the wind was

Hill at eaft, but the barometer rofe, and every

thing foreboded a favourable change. At five

o'clock in the evening we were only three leagues

from the land, in forty fathoms water, muddy
ground; and the fog having in fome meafure dif-

perfed, we took bearings,, which formed an unin?

Dixon lays down the latitude of Port Mul-
grave in -----.-____

And its longitude, from the meridian of

London, at 140 ; which makes, from the

meridian of Paris ---.__„
La Peroufe lays down the latitude of De

Monti's Bay in ----._» _

And its longitude in --._...

59° 33*

1420

S9
c

i42
c

43
40'

If the three officers fent by La Peroufe were not at the
bottom of the bay, it is not very aftonifhing, that they thought
they faw a continuation of the coaft, and that the number
of little iflands, which are at the bottom, had concealed from
them the paffage, which feparates thefe iflands from the conti.

pent.—(Fr. $d.)

terrupted
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terrupted feries with thofe of the preceding days,

and which, together with thofe afterwards taken

with the greateft poflible care, have ferved for the

construction of the charts and the atlas. Naviga-

tors, and thofe who make geography their particu-

lar fludy, will, perhaps, be very glad to know, that

to give a ftill greater degree of precifion to the

views and plan of the coafts, M. Dagelet has

been particularly careful to verify and correct the

bearings taken by the azimuth compafs, by mea-

furing the reciprocal diflances of the hills, by tak-

ing, with a fextant, their relative angles, and at the

lame time determining the height of the moun-
tains above the level of the fea. This method,

without being perfe&ly exact, is fufficiently fo to

enable navigators to form a judgment, by the

height of a coaft, of the diftance they are from it;

and it is according to this rule, that this academi-

cian has determined the height of Mount Saint

Elias to be nineteen hundred and eighty toifes,

and its fituation eight leagues inland *.

On the 29th of June by our obfervations we
were in 59 20' north latitude, the longitude by
our time-keepers was 142 2' weft, we had in the

courfe of twenty-four hours made twenty-four

miles calling. The fogs and fouth wind conti-

* Cook fays, that Mount Saint Elias lies twelve leagues in-

land, in 60° 27' latitude, and 219 of longitude, from the me-
Indian of preenwich. Tfyrd Voyage* vol. iii.—(Fr. Ed.}

nued
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nued the whole day of the 29th, and the weather

did not clear up till towards noon of the 30th, but

we perceived at intervals the low lands from which

I had never been a greater diftance than four

leagues. According to our place on the chart v/e

were five or fix leagues to the eaftward of the bay

to which captain Cook had given the name of

Behring; our foundings were regularly from fixty

to feventy fathoms, muddy bottom. Our latitude

by obfervaticn was 5 8° $$', and our time- keepers

gave 14 3 48" longitude. With all fail fet 1 Hood

in for the land, with a very light breeze from weft

fotith weft ; we perceived to the eaftward a bay

which feemed very deep, and which at firft I took;

for that of Behring Approaching within a league

and a half of it, I diitincliy perceived, that the low

lands joined, as in de Monti's bay, higher lands,

and that there was not any bays but the water was

whitifh and almoit frelh, every appearance indi-

cated, that we were at the mouth of a great river
?

fmce the colour and faltnefs of the water had

changed two leagues from the fhore, I made the

fignal to anchor in thirty fathoms, muddy ground j

and I detached the longboat, commanded by M.

de Clcnard, my firft lieutenant, accompanied by

MefTrs. Monneron and Bernizet. M.de Langle had

alfo knt two of his boacs, under the orders of MefTrs.

Marchainville and Daigremont. Thefe officers

returned at noon. They ran along the coaft as

near
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near as the breakers would permit, and they found

a fand-bank level with the water, at the mouth of

a great river which difcharges itfelf into the fea by

two pretty confiderable channels; but each of thefe

mouths had a bar, like that of the river Bayonne,

upon which the fea broke with fo much force, that

it was impoffible for our boats to come near it.

M. de Clonard during five or fix hours fearched

in vain for an entrance: he faw fmoke, which proved

that the country was inhabited ; we perceived from

the fhip a very calm fea beyond the bank, and a

bafon of feveral leagues in breadth and two leagues

in depth; it is therefore to be prefumed,. that, when

the water is fmooth, fhips or at lead boats may

enter this gulph; but as the current runs very flrong$

and as the fea breaks almoft incelTantly upon the

bars, the afpect alone of this place mull pre-

vent the approach of navigators. In viewing

this bay I thought it might be that where Behring

landed; it would then be more probable to attri-

bute the lofs of the crew of his boat to the fury of

the fea than to the barbarity of the Indians *. I

preferved to the river the name of Behring's river,

and it appears to me, that the bay of this name has

* There is a double error here: lit. It was captain

Tfcherikow, and not captain Behring, who loll: his boats,

?dly, He experienced this misfortune in 56° of latitude, ac-

cording to the Report of Muller. Voyages and Difcoverhs made

fy
the RuJJians,^-(Fr. Ed.J

no
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no exiftence, but that captain Cook rather fup-

pofed than perceived it, fince he paffed ten or

twelve leagues from it *. On the firft of July at

noon,

* The place which Peroufe points out by the name of
Behring's River, is, beyond a doubt, Behring's Bay, defcribed

Iff Cook. It remains to be known, whether this change in

the colour and faltnefs of the fea water be fufficient to decide,

that this hollow in the land may be a river, and whether the

caufe as to the faltnefs may not arife from the enormous quan-
tity of pieces of ice which are continually falling from the top

ef the mountains ; and as to the colour, from the land of the

coaft and more an which the fea breaks with fo much fury. •

After all, river or bay, or perhaps both (for bays being
formed by the advancement of the mountains into the fea, it

5s probable that there may be at the bottom a river or a tor-

rent) here is the proof af the identity of the two places.

Cook determines the opening of this bay to be in 59 18'

JWth. latitude. La Pe'roufe was in the weft of this bay, an4
snakes its latitude 59 20'.

Cook reckoned himfelf in longitude 220° ipf eaft of
Greenwich, which makes 139" 41' weft longitude; and
bj adding to it 2° 20', difference between the meridian of
Greenwich and that of Paris, it will make Cook's weft lon-

gitude j 42° l' from the meridian of Paris.

La Peroufe fixes his longitude at 142 2', which makes
only the difference of a minute over and above the two
leagues which captain Cook was farther from the coaft.

The opening of the bay bore from Cook north 470 eaft.

La Peroufe, being nearer the coaft by two leagues, found
that this opening bore north 33 eaft.

Cook was eight leagues from the coaft, and had feventy

fethoms water, muddy bottom.

La
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ftoon, I got binder way with a light breeze at foutfi-

weft, running along the land at two or three leagues

diftance. At our anchorage we had obferved in

59 Y north latitude, and were in 141 17' weft

longitude, according to our time-keepers •> the en-

trance ofthe river then bore north 17 earl, and Cape

Fair Weather eaft 5 fouth. We ran along the

land with a light breeze from the weft, at two or

three leagues diftance, and near enough to diftin-

guifh men by the affiftance ofour perfpe&ive glares,

had there been any upon the fhore, but we faw

breakers which feemed to render a landing im-

pofiible.

On the 2d at noon I fet Mount Fair Weather,

bearing north 6° eaft ; our obfervation gave us

5 8° 36' of latitude; the longitude by the time-

keepers was 140 3 1', and our diftance from the

land two leagues. At two o'clock in the after-

noon we difcovered a falling in of the coaft a little

to the eaftward of Cape Fair Weather, which

appeared to be a very fine bay. I flood towards

La Peroufe was five or fix leagues from the coal!:, and had

eonftantly from fixty to feventy fathoms, muddy ground.

If I had not pufhed my proofs thus far, I would recommend
to the reader himfelf to prick off Cook's place upon the chart

on the 6th of May 1778, and that of Peroufe 29th June
1786, and to follow their journals, paying a due regard to

the variation of the compafs, according to the determination

of the two voyagers.—(Fr. Ed.

J

It,
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it, and at the diftance of a league difpatched tne
jolly boat, commanded by M. de Pierrevert, with

M. Bernizet, to reconnoitre it. The Aftrolabe

fent two boats for the fame purpofe; Commanded
by Meffrs. de Flaffan and Boutervilliers. Wd
perceived from the mip a great reef of rocks*

behind which the fea was very calm* This reef
appeared to be about three or four hundred toifes

in length, from* eaft to weft, and to be terminated,

at about two cables length, by the point of the
continent, leaving a pretty large opening, fo that

nature fecmed to have made, at the extremity of
America, a harbour like that of Toulon, only
more vaft in her defigns and in her means * this

new harbour was three or four leagues deep, The
report of Meffrs. de Flaffan and Boutervilliers

concerning it was extremely favourable} they
had gone in and out of it feveral times, and had
conftantly found feven or eight fathoms of water
in the middle of the paffage, and at the diftance of
twenty toifes from either fide there were five

fathoms
; they added, that within the bay there

was ten or twelve fathoms, with a good bottom.
From their report I refolved to fhape my courfe

towards the paffage ; our boats founded, and had
orders when we fhould come near to the points
to place themfelves one upon each of the extre-

mities, fo that the mips might have only to run
between them.

2 We
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We foon perceived Indians, who made figns

of friendihip to us, by waiting, and hanging

up in the air white cloaks and different fkins:

feveral canoes of thefe Indians were fiftiing in the

bay, where the water was as fmooth as in a bafon,

whilft the jetty was feen covered with foam by

the breakers, but the water was very fmooth be-

yond the parTage, which was an additional proof

to us that there was a confiderable depth.

• At feven o'clock in the evening we were before

it ; the wind was light, and the ebb-tide fo flrong

that it was impoffible to ftem it. The Aftrolabe

was driven out by it with great rapidity, and I

was obliged to come to an anchor, in order not to

be drifted away by the current, of the direction of

which I was then ignorant; but as foon as I was cer-

tain that it fet towards the offing, I weighed anchor

and rejoined the Aftrolabe, very undecided as to the

conduct I mould purfue the next day. The very

rapid current, of which our officers had given no

account, had abated the eagernefs I at firft en-

tertained to put into this harbour. I was not

ignorant of the ferious difficulties which always

attend the going in and out of narrow channels

when the tides run very ftrong; and being obliged

to explore the American coafts during the fine

feafon, I thought that a forced (lay in a bay, the

departure from which required an union offortunate

circumflances^ might prove very injurious to the

fucceis
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fuccefs of our expedition. I kept however (brief*

ing off.and on all night, and at day-break in-

formed M. de Langle of my obfervations, but the

report of his two officers was extremely favourable;

they had founded the palTage and interior of the

bay; they reprefented that the current, which ap-

peared to us fo ftrong, they had feveral times

ftemmed in their boat, fo that M. de Langle

thought that we mould find it a commodious har-

bour, and his reafons appeared to me to be fo

forcible, that I made no hefitation to adopt them.

This port had never been difcovered by any

other navigator ; it is fituated thirty-three leagues

to the north-well of that of los Remedios, the

extreme boundary of Spanifh navigators, about two

hundred and twenty-four leagues from Nootka,

and a hundred from Prince William's Sound.

I then thought, that, if the French Government

had entertained ideas of eftablifhing factories in

this part of the American coaft, no other nation

could pretend to the fmalleft right of oppofing

the project*. The calmnefs of the interior of

this

* Since La Peroufe explored the north-weft coaft of

America, from Mount Saint Elias as far as Monterey, two

Englifh navigators have made nearly the fame courfe, but

both with views entirely commercial.

Dixon departed from England in September 1785, com-

manding the Queen Charlotte, accompanied by the King

George, commanded by captain Portlock; and dropped anchor

at
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this bay was very delightful to us, who were
under the abfolute neceffiiy of making an almoft

encire change in our ftowage, for the purpofe of
getting out fix guns that were in the hold, with-

out which it would have been imprudent to na-

vigate the Chinefe feas *, fo frequently infefted

at Ovvhyhee, one of the Sandwich Iflands, on the 26th May
1786. La Peroufe patted by Owhyhee the 28th of the fame
month

; he anchored at Mowee the next day, and left it the
30th: he made Mount Saint-Elias the 23d of June 1786;
whilft Dixon failed from Owhyhee the 13th of June, and hav-
ing direded his courfe towards Cook's River, only reached
the north-weft coaft of America on the 8th September: he
ran it down from the entrance of La Croix as far as that of
Nootka, without finding an anchorage in any part of it; he
left it the 28th of the fame month to return to the Sandwich
Iflands

:
it was not till the 23d of May, in the following

year, that he made Mount Saint-Elias, and anchored at Port
MuJgrave. Thus the priority of La Peroufe is clearly veri-
fied.

Dixon had, before his departure from London, received
information of the French expedition, but he. did not meet
the French, and therefore obtained no knowledge of their
discoveries.

Captain Meares, commander of the fnow Nootka, left

Bengal in March 1786; he touched at Oonolamka in Auguft,
and towards the end of September arrived at the entrance of
Prince William's Harbour, where he wintered : it was only in

1788 and 1789 that he vifited the American coaft. This
voyage is not yet tranflated into French.—.(i^r, Ed.

J

* We ought to arrive at China in the -beginning of
February.

Vol. II. G by
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by pirates. I gave this place the name of Port des

Franfais.

At fix o'clock in the morning we made fail to

reach the entrance with the laft of the flood. The

Aftrolabe failed before my frigate, andwe ftationed,

as on the night before, a boat upon each point.

The wind blew from weft to weft fouth weft, the

entrance lies north and fouth ; thus far every thing

feemed to favour us. But at feven o'clock in the

morning, when we were in the channel, the wind

chopped about to the weft north weft, and to north

weft by weft, fo that it was neceffary to throw the

fhip up in the wind, and even to lay all aback; for-

tunately the flood tide carried our frigates into the

bay, caufing us to range along the rocks from the

eaftern point within half piftol (hot. Icame to

an anchor within it, in three fathoms and a half,

rocky bottom, and half a cable's length from the

fhore ; the Aftrolabe did exactly the fame.

During thirty years experience of navigation, I

had never before ken two fhips fo near being loft i

the circumftance of experiencing fuch an event at

the extremity of the world would have rendered

our misfortune ftill greater, but there was no

longer any danger. Our longboats were quickly

out, we carried out hawfers with kedge anchors

to warp her off, and before the tide had percep-

tibly fallen we were in fix fathoms water; fhe

touched however with her heel once or twice, but

fo
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fo flightly as not to receive any damage. Our
fituation would not by any means have been fo

embarra fling, had we not been at anchor upon a
rocky bottom, which extended feveral cables

lengths around us; a circiimftance altogether con-
trary to the report of Meffrs. de Flaffan and
Boutervilliers. This was not a time to be makino-

reflections, it became neceffary to withdraw our-
felves from this bad anchorage, and the rapidity of
the current was a great obftacle ; its violence ob-
liged me to let go a bower anchor. I dreaded
every inftant that the cable would be cut, and that

we fhould drive afhore % our apprehenfion was
ftill increafed, becaufe the wind from the weft
north-weft freihened very much. The frigate

fwung in ihore with her item very near the rocks;
it was impoffible to think of warping off. I or-

dered the top-gallant mails to be ftruck and low-
ered, and waited the end of this bad weather,

which would not have been dangerous had we
been anchored in better ground.

I quickly fent to found the bay. M. Boutin
reported to me in a fhort time, that he had found
an excellent bed of fand, at four cables length
from our prefent anchorage, that we mould there

have ten fathoms, but that more a^ head in the

bay towards the north he could find no bottom
at fixty fathoms, except at half a cable's length
from the more, where he found thirty fathoms,

G 2 muddy
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muddy bottom* He told me alfo, that the north-

weft wind did not penetrate into the interior of

the harbour, but that there it was abfolutely

calm.

M. d'Efcures had been at the fame time dif-

patched to vifit the bottom of this bay, of which

he gave the moil favourable intelligence ; he had

failed round an ifland near which we might anchor,

in twenty fathoms of water, in muddy ground ;

no place could be more convenient for fixing our

obfervatpry ; the wood, already cut, was fcattered

upon the fhore, and cafcades of the fineft water fell

from the fummit of the mountains, even into the

fea. He had penetrated towards the bottom of

the bay two leagues, beyond the ifland. It was

covered with pieces of ice. He had perceived

the entrance of two extenfive channels, but eager to

come and give me an account of his rniflion, he had

not explored them.
%

From this report, we formed

in our imaginations an idea of the poffibility of

perhaps penetrating, by one of thefe channels, even

into the interior of America. At four o'clock in

the afternoon, the wind having fallen, we warped

in upon the bed of fand difcovered by M. Boutin,

and the Aftrolabe was able to get under way,

and gain the anchorage of the ifland ; the next

day I joined her, by the help of a light breeze

from the fouth eaft, and the afliftance of our

beats.

During
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During our forced flay at the entrance of the

bay, we had been continually furrounded by the

canoes of the Indians. In exchange for our iron,

they offered us fifh, flcins of otters, and other ani-

mals, as well as different little articles of their

drefs ; they had, to our great furprife, the appear-

ance of being" well accuftomed to traffic, and made
a bargain in favour of themfelves, with as much
ability as the mod experienced purchafers of

F.urope. There was none of our articles of com-
merce for which they expreffed fo ardent a defire

as iron; they accepted alfo fome. beads, but it

ferved rather to fmifh a bargain than to form the

bafis of an exchange. We prevailed with them in

the end to receive plates and pewter pots ; but

thefe articles had only a tranfient fuccefs, and iron

prevailed over all. This metal was by no means
unknown to them -

3 they had each of them a dagger
of it hung from their neck ; the form of. this in-

strument refembled that of the creefe of the na-

tives of Hiridoftan, but they bore not any refem-

blance in the handle, which was no more than a

lengthening of the blade rounded, and without an

edge ; this weapon was inclofe.d in a cafe of tanned

leather, and it appeared to be the moft valuable

article in their pofTefllon. Obferving us to exa-

mine thefe daggers with great attention, they made
figns to us, that they never ufed them but againft

bears, and other beads of the forefts. Some of

G 3 them
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them were alfo made of copper, but they did

not appear to prefer them to others. This laft

metal is common enough among them, they more

particularly ufe it for collars, bracelets, and dif-

ferent other ornaments ; they alfo tip the points of

their arrows with it.

It was a great queftion among us where thefe

metals came from. The copper might be fup-

pofed to exift native in this part of America, and

the Indians might be able to reduce it into blades

or ingots, but native iron does not, in all like-

lihood, exift in nature; or at leaft fo rarely, that

very few mineralogifts have ever feen it*. It

cannot

:

|

* Virgin or native iron is rare enough ; it has been found,

however, in Sweden, in Germany, at Senegal, in Siberia, and

at the ifland of Elbe : I have found it at Erba-longa, a vil-

lage two leagues to the northward of Baftia, the capital of

the ifland of Corfica ; it was fpread with great profufion in

the mafs of a rock, fituated on the fea-more, and conftantly

under the oclaedral form. The exiilence of native iron is ±1511

further proved by the famples which exia in the greater part

of the cabinets of natural hiftory, and by the opinion of

Stahl, Linnaeus, Margraff, &c.

In the fame manner, fince mines of iron exift in America,

there may alfo be native iron there. I will not however con-

clude from it, that the iron which Peroufe faw in the poffef-

iion of thefe Indians fprung from that fource ; and I am in-

clined to think with Cook, that they might have had it from

their communications with the Ruffians, who come from

Kamtfchatka, and who have extended their commerce as far

as
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cannot be admitted that thefe people knew the me-

thod of reducing the ores of iron to the ftate of

metal ; befides, we faw on the day of our arrival

polilhed collars, and fome little articles of brafs,

which is well known to be a compofition of copper

and zink*: thus every thing we had feen induced

us to think, that the metals we had met with came

from the Ruffians, or the factors for the Hudfon's

Bay company, or from the American traders who

travelled, into the interior of America, or even

from the Spaniards 5 but I fhali hereafter make it

appear, that it is moil probable they procured thefe

metals from the Ruffians. We brought away a

great many fpecimens of this iron 3 it is as foft

1

as thefe people ; or from their connexions with the interior co-

lonies, who may have procured it for them in our fettlements

on the north-eafi coaft of America.—(Fr. Ed.)

* Copper, fufed with pure zink, gives tombac 5 to obtain

brafs, it is necefTary to melt it with calamine,
,

Calamine undoubtedly contains sink ; but it contains alfo

earth, fand, and martial ochre, and frequently galena. That

which contains but little or no zink will not be proper to

make brafs.

Zink, which is a femi-metal, when not pure, may contain

alfo fulphurous and martial pyrites, blende, and a very hard

earthy fubftance.

It may thus be feen, that a very different metal is obtained

by melting copper with pure zink, and by melting it with

calamine.—(Fr. Ed.

J

G-4 and
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and as eafy to cut as lead *, and perhaps it is not

impoffible for mineralogifts to point out the coun-

try and the mine which produced it.

The love of gold is not more prevalent in Eu-

rope than that of iron in this part of America,

which is a ftrong additional proof of the fcarcity

of this metal : every iflander poffeffes fome of it,

to fay the truth, a fmall quantity -, but they are fo

avaricious of it, that they will leave no ft one un-

turned to procure it. On the day of our arrival

we were vifited by the chief of the principal vil-

lage.

Before he came on board he feemed to addrefs

a prayer to the fun ; he afterwards made us a

long fpeech, which was terminated by fome very

agreeable fongs, that bore a ftrong refemblance

to the plain- fong of our churches ; the Indians

of his canoe accompanied him by repeating the

fame air in chorus. After this ceremony, they al-

moft all of them came on board, and during the

fpace of an hour danced to the found of their own

voices, which was very much in tune, I made the

chief feveral prefents, which rendered him fo

troublefome, that he every day pafTed five or fix

hours on board, and I was obliged to renew them

very frequently, or elfe he went away difcontented,

and muttering threats, which however were not

* This quality would denote a virgin or native iron.—

(Fr. Ed9)
very
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very dangerous. As foon as we had eftablifhed

ourfelves upon the ifland, almoft all the Indians

of the Bay repaired thither. The report of our

arrival had fpread itfelf to the adjacent parts ; we
faw the arrival of feveral canoes filled with a very

confiderable quantity of otters fkins, which thefe

Indians bartered for hatchets, knives, and bar iron.

They gave us their falmo.n for pieces of old hoops 3

but they foon became more knowing, and we
afterwards could not procure this fiih except for

nails, and other fmall pieces of iron. I believe

there is not any country where the fea otter is

more common than in this part of America, and

I fhould not be much furprifed if a factory, which

would extend its commerce only forty or fifty

leagues along the fea more, mould annually collect

ten thoufand fkins of this animal. M. Rollin,

furgeon-major of my frigate, {kinnedj diffectedj

and duffed with his own hands the only otter

which we were able to procure ; unfortunately it

was not more than four or five months old, and its

weight not more than eight pounds and a half

The Aftrolabe caught one, which had without

doubt efcaped from the Indians, for it was forely

wounded. It feemed to have attained its full

growth, and weighed at lead feventy pounds. M.
de Langle caufed it to be fkinned, in order to fluff

it, but as the order was given at the moment of

our entrance into the Bay, this work was not at-

tended
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tended to, and we could not preferve either the

fiead or jaw.

The fea otter is an amphibious animal, better

known from the beauty of its fkin, than from the

exact description of the animal itfelf. The Indians

of Port des Francois call it jkefter ; the Ruffians

oive it the name of colry-morjky *, and diftinguifh.

the female by the word majka. Some naturalifts

have fpoken of it under the denomination ofJari-

covienne; but the defcription of the faricovienne by

M» BufFon in no refpecl anlwers to this' animal,

which neither refembles the otter of Canada, nor

that of Europe.

On the day of our arrival at the fecond an-

chorage, we eftablifhed the obfervatory upon

an ifland which was only a mufket ftiot from the

fhip ; here we formed a fettlement for the time

of our flay in this port ; we pitched tents for our

failmakers and fmiths, and we here depofited the

callus from our hold, which we entirely kt up

again. As all the Indian villages were on the

continent, we flattered ourfelves with being in a

ftate of fecurity upon our ifland, but we were foon

convinced of the contrary. We had already ex-

perienced that the Indians are great thieves, but

we did notfuppofe them to be poffeffed ofan acti-

* According to Coxe, bobry-morjky, or fea beaver; the

female matka ; and the young ones, under five months old,

mdfviedkjt &cz,—(Fr. Ed.)
m

vity
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vity and obftinacy capable of carrying into execu-

tion the longed and moil difficult proje&s ; we

were foon taught to know them better. They

patted every night in watching the moil favour-

able opportunity to rob us, but we kept a good

guard on board our Ihips, and they feldom de-

ceived our vigilance. I had befides eftabiifhed

the Spartan law ; the perfon robbed was pu-

nilhed, and if we did not applaud the robber, we

at leaft reclaimed nothing, in order to avoid

every quarrel, that might be attended with me-

lancholy confequences. I do not dirTemble, that

this extreme lenity rendered them infolent ; I had

however endeavoured to convince them of the

fuperiority of our arms ; a cannon, with ball, had

been difcharged in their prefence, for the purpofe

of letting them fee that they could be reached at a

diilance, and a mufket, loaded wiih ball, had, in

the prefence of a great number of thefe Indians,

penetrated through feveral doubles of a cuirafs

which they had fold to us, after having made us

underlland, by figns, that it was impenetrable to ar-

rows and daggers; befides, our moll expert markf-

men killed the birds flying over their heads. I am
very certain they never thought of infpiring us

with fentiments of fear, but I have been con-

vinced by their conduct, they imagined our pa-

tience to be inexhauftible : they foon compelled

me to take away the fettlement I had made upon

the
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the ifland -, they difembarked there in the night

from the fide of the coat't j they traverfed a very

thick wood, which was totally impervious to the

day, and gliding upon their bellies like adders,

almoft without flirring a leaf, they contrived, in

fpite of our fentinels, to carry off fome of our

effects ', in a word, they had the addrefs to intro-

duce themfelves into the tent where Meffrs.de

Laurifton and I)arbaud, who were the guard of

the obfervatory, fleptj they took away a mufket,

ornamented with filver, as well as the clothes of

the two officers, who, by way of precaution, had

placed them under their bolffer j they were un-

perceived by a guard of twelve foldiers, and they

never once awakened the two officers. This laft theft

would have given us but little difquiet, but for the

lofs of the original memorandum book, in which

was written all our aftronomical obfervations fince

we had arrived in Port des Francois.

Thefe obftruclions did not prevent our boats

from taking in wood and water ; all our officers

were without intermiffion employed at the head

of different working parties, which we were under

the neceffity of fending on fhore ; their appear-

ance and good difcipline kept the Indians in awe.

Whilft we made the mod fpeedy preparations

for our departure, Meffrs. de Monneron and Berni-

zet furveyed the bay in a boat well armed. I had

it not in my power to order any of the officers to

accompany
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accompany them, becaufe they were all employed,

but I had refolved that thefe lad, before their de-

parture, fhould verify the bearings of all the points,

and lay dov/n all the foundings. We then pro-

pofed to dedicate twenty-four hours to the hunting

of bears, whofe tracks we had perceived in the

mountains, and immediately afterwards to take our

departure, the advanced feafon not allowing us a

longer flay.

We had already vifited the bottom of the bay,

which is perhaps the moil extraordinary place in

the world. To form a conception of it, let us

fuppofe a bafon of water of a clepth in the middle

that could not be fathomed, bordered by peaked

mountains, of an exceffive height, covered with

fnow, without a blade of grafs upon this im-

menfe collection of rocks condemned by nature

to perpetual fterility. I never faw a breath of air

ruffle the furface of this water ; it is never troubled

but by the fall of enormous pieces of ice which

continually detach themfelves from five different

glaciers, and which in falling make a noife that

refounds far in the mountains. The air is in this

place fo very calm, and the filence fo profound, that

the mere voice of a man may be heard half a

league off, as well as the noife of fome fea birds

which lay their eggs in the cavities of thefe rocks.

It was at the extremity of this bay, that we were

in hopes of finding channels, by which we might

penetrate,
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penetrate into the interior of America. We ima-

gined, that it might terminate in a great river, the

courfe of which might lie between two mountains,

and that this river might take its fource in the

great lakes to the northward of Canada. Such

was our fuppofition, and here follows the refult of

it : We departed with the two longboats of the

Bouffole and Aftrolabe. Meffrs. de Monti, de

Marchainville, de Boutervilliers, and father Rece-

veur, accompanied M. de Langle; with me went

Meffrs. Dagelet, Boutin, Saint-CeVan, Duche, and

Prevoft. We entered the weft channel ; prudence

required us not to keep too clofe to the more, for

fear of the fall of Hones and ice. At length we

arrived, after having proceeded only a league and

a half, at a narrow gulph, terminated by two im-

menfe glaciers; 'we were under the neceffity of

pufhing away the pieces of ice with which the fea

was covered, in order to penetrate into this hol-

low: the water was fo deep, that at half a cable's

length from the land, I did not find bottom with a

hundred and twenty fathoms. Meffrs. de Langle,

de Monti, and Dagelet, as well as feveral other

officers, had a defire to climb up the glacier; with

inexpreffible fatigue they attained the diftance of

about two leagues ; after being obliged, at great

riik, to leap over clefts of very great depth, they

were not able to defcry any thing but a continua-

tion of glaciers and fnow, which feemed to have

no
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no termination but at the fummit of Mount Fair

Weather.

During this cruife my boat remained upon the

fhore ; a piece of ice, that fell into the water at

more than four hundred toifes diftance, occafioned

along the fea fhore fo confiderable an undulation,

that Ihe was overfet, and thrown a good way upon

the edge of the glacier ; this accident was foon

repaired, and we all returned on board, having

in a few hours completed our voyage into the

interior of America. I had difpatched Meffrs.

Monneron and Bernizet to vifit the eaftern chan-

nel, which, like the other, was terminated by two

glaciers.

CHAPTER VIII.

Continuation of our Stay at Port des Frangais—At the

Moment of our Departure from it we experience a

melancholy Accident—Account of that Event—

We refume our firfi Anchorage—-Departure.

(JULY 1786.)

nn h e day after this excurfion the chief came

on board, better attended and much more

dreffed than common ; after a great many fongs

and dances, he made a propofal to fell me the

ifland on which we had placed our obfervatory,

referving,
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referving, no doubt, to himfelfand the other Indians

the right of robbing us. It was fomewhat more

than doubtful whether this chief had a property in

any land, the government of thefe people is fuch,

that the country might belong to the whole fociety

:

however, as a great many Indians were witnefTes to

this bargain, I had an undoubted right to conclude

that they gave their fanction to it, and I accepted

£he chief's offer j convinced at the fame time that

the contract for this purchafe might be fet afide

by many tribunals, if the nation mould ever con-

tent it with us ; for we had no proof that the chief

was the real proprietor, and the witnefTes his re-

prefentatives. Be that as it may, I gave him fe-

veral ells of red cloth, hatchets, knives, bar-iron,

and nails j I alfo made prefents to all his fuite.

The bargain being thus concluded, I fent to take

poffeffion of the iiland with the cuflomary forma-

lities. I ordered them to bury a bottle at the foot

of a rock, which contained an infcription adapted

to this taking poffeflion, and I laid near it one of

the bronze medals which had been (truck in France

before our departure.

The principal work, however, which had been

the peculiar object of our flopping here, was fi-

nifhed ; our guns were mounted, our (towage com-

pleted, and we had taken in as great a quantity of

wood and water as at our departure from Chili.

No port in the univerfe could furnifh more con-

veniences
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Vcniencies for expediting this labour, which is fre-

quently fo difficult in other countries. Cafcades,

as I have already mentioned, falling from the top

of the mountains, poured the cleared: water into

the cafks as they lay in the longboat j drift wood
in great abundance is fcattered along the more of

a fmooth fea. The furvey of MefTrs. de Monne*
ron and Bernizet was finimed, as well as the mea-

furement of a bafe taken by M. Blondela, which

had enabled M. de Langle, M. Dagelet, and a

great number ofother officers, to meafure trigonoi

metrically the height of the mountains. We had
only to regret the lofs of the memorandum book
of obfervations by M. Dagelet, and this misfor-

tune was nearly done away by the different notes

which had been found again ; in a word, we
efteemed ourfelves the moil fortunate of naviga-

tors, in having arrived at fo great a diftance from
Europe without having a fingle perfon fick, or one
man of the two fhips companies afflided with the

fcurvy.

But a misfortune of the moft lamentable kind,

which no human prudence could forefee, at this

period awaited us. It is with the mod lively

grief that 1 am about to trace the ftgry of a dife
*

after, which was a thoufand times more cruel

than difeafe, and all the other events incident to

long voyages. I yield to the imperious duty I

have impofed on myfdf of writing this narrative 1

Vol. II. H and
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and I am not aihamed or afraid to make known,

that my forrows fince this event have been a hun-

dred times accompanied by my tears j that time has

not had power to aflfuage my grief; every inftant,

every object recals to my mind the lofs we fuftained,

in circumftances where we thought we had fo little

caufe to dread fuck an event,

I have already mentioned, that the foundings

were to b© laid down in the draught of Meffrs.

de Monneron and Bernizet by the fea officers ; in

confequence, the pinnace of the Aftrolabe, under

the orders of M. de Marchainville, was ordered

for the next day, and I prepared that belonging

to my fhip, as well as the barge, the com-

mand of which I gave to M. Boutin. M.
d'Efcures, my firft lieutenant, chevalier of St.

Lewis, commanded the pinnace of the Bouifole,

and was the commanding officer of this little ex-

pedition. As his zeal had fometimes appeared

to me to be rather too warm, I thought it my
duty to give him his inftructions in writing. The
details I made of ihQ prudence which I expected

from him, appeared to him fo minute, that he

afked me if I thought he was a child, adding, that

he had commanded mips before that time. I ami-

cably explained to him the motive for my orders j

I told him, that M. de Langle and I had founded

the paflfage ofthe bay two days before, and that I

perceived that the commanding officer in the

fecond
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fecond boat had palled too near the point, upon
which he had even touched >, I added, that young

officers, during a fiege, deemed it a feather in

their cap to mount the parapet of the trenches,

and that the fame fpirit made them when in boats

brave the dangers of rocks and breakers, but

that this unreflecting boldnefs might be attended

with the mod melancholy confequences in a voy-

age like ours, where thefe kind of dangers were

every moment prefenting themfelves before us.

After this converfation I gave him the following

inftructions, which I read to M. Boutin ; they

will explain, better than any other expofition, the

million of M. d'Efcures, and the precautions

which I took.

Infirunions given in writing to M. d'EfcureSj by

M. de la Percufe.

« Previous to making known to M. d'Efcures

the object of his miffion, I apprize him, that he is

exprefsly forbidden to expofe the boats to any

danger, and to approach the paffage if the fea

break there. He is to fet off at fix o'clock in

the morning, with two other boats, commanded
by Meflrs. de Marchainville and Boutin, and

found the bay from the paffage as far as the little

creek which is to the weft of the two paps. He
is to lay down the foundings upon the draught

u'hich I have put into his hands, or he is to fketck

H 2 one
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one from which they may be taken. Even if there

is no broken water in this channel, but only n

fwell, as this work is not very preffing, he is to

poftpone founding till another day, and he will

conftantly keep in view that all things of this kind

which are done with difficulty, are always done ill.

It feems probable, that the moil convenient

moment for approaching the channel will be at

flack water, about half pari: eight o'clock ; if cir-

tumftances are then favourable, he will endeavour

to meafure the breadth of it with a log line, and he

is to place the three boats in a parallel line, found-

ing acrofs it, or from eafl to weft. He is afterwards

to found from north to fouth; but there is little

likelihood of his being able to take thefe latter

foundings during the fame tide, becaufe the current

will have acquired too great ftrength.

<c In waiting for flack water, or fuppofing the fea

mould be rough, M. d'Efcures will take the found-

ings of the interior of the bay, particularly the

creek which is behind the paps ; where I think it

is likely there may be a very good anchorage j

he is alfo to endeavour to lay down upon the

draught the extent of the two bottoms of rock

and fand, in order that the good ground may be

well and eafily known. I think, that, when the

channel from the fouth of the iiland is open from

the point of the paps, there is a certainty of a

good fandy bottom. M. d'Efcures is to afcertain

whether
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whether my opinion be well founded ; but I again

repeat, that I entreat him not to deviate from the

mod confummate prudence."

After thefe inftru&ions could I be iuppofed to

have any thing to fear ? They were given to a

man of thirty-three years of. age, who had before

commanded men of war : What a combination of

motives for fecurity !

Our boats kt off as I had ordered at fix o'clock

m the morning ; it was as much a party of plea-

fure as of utility and inftruclion ; they might hunt

and breakfaft under the trees. I joined with M.
d'Efcures, M. Pierrevert and M. de Montarnal,

the only relation that I had in the fea fervice, and

to whom I was attached with as tender an affec-

tion as if he had been my own fon. No young

officer had ever given rife to more promifino-

hopes, and M. de Pierrevert had already acquired

what I fhortly expected from the other.

Seven of the befl: foldiers of the detachment

formed the armament of this longboat, in which

the head pilot of my fhip embarked to take

foundings, M, Boutin had for fecond in his fmall

boat M. Mouton, lieutenant of the frigate. I

knew that the boat of the Aftrolabe was com-
manded by M. de Marchainville; but I was not

informed whether there were any other officers on

board,

H3 At



•;

102 LA PEROUSE'S VOYAGE

At ten o'clock in the morning I faw our jolly-

boat coming back. In fome furprife, becaufe I

did not expect her fo foon, I afked M. Boutin, be-

fore he came on board the frigate, if any thing new-

had occurred ; the firft thing which ftruck me as

a caufe of fear was an attack from the Indians : the

countenance of M. Boutin was by no means calcu-

lated to remove my doubts ; in iris face was painted

the moil lively forrow. He foon informed me of

the dreadful wreck he had juft witnefTed, and from

which he had himfelf efcaped only by the firmnefs

of his difpofition, which had difcovered to him all

the refources that remained in fuch extremity of

danger. Drawn away by following his commander

into the middle of the breakers, which fkt into the

channel, whilft the tide ran out of it at the rate of

three or four leagues an hour, he imagined he could

lay his boat's ftern to the fea, and driving in this

manner it would prevent her from filling, fo that

me might neverthelefs be drifted out to fea by the

tide. He foon faw breakers ahead of his boat,

and found himfelf in the main fea. More taken up

with the fafety of his comrades than with his own,

he rowed along the edge of the breakers, in hopes

of faving fome of them \ he even pufhed into

them again, but was repelled by the tide -

} at length

he got upon the ihoulders«of M. Mouton, in order

to fee to a greater diftance : vain hope ! all alas

had been fwallowed up, and M. Boutin returned

3 at
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at the time of flack water. The fea having be-

come very calm, this officer entertained fome

hopes for the pinnace (Mfcayenne) of the Aftrolabe,.

He had only ktn ours perifh. M. de Marchain-

ville was at the time a full quarter of a league

from the place of danger, that is to fay, in water

as perfectly calm as the beft enclofed port ; but

this young officer, impelled by a generofity which

undoubtedly was imprudent, fince in thefe circum-

ftances all affiftance was impofiible, having too

high a courage, and too elevated a foul to make

thefe reflections when his friends were in fo im-

minent a danger, flew to their affiftance, threw

himfelf into the breakers, and perifhed like his

commanding officer, a victim to his generofity

and formal difobedience of orders.

M. de Langle foon came on board my fhip,

equally opprefTed with grief as myfelf, and with

tears in his eyes, informed me, that the misfortune

was ftill infinitely greater than 1 imagined. Since

our departure from France he had made it an

invariable rule never to fend the two brothers *

on the fame expedition, and he had yielded in this

fingle inftance to the defire which they had ex-

preffed, to walk and hunt together, for it was

almoft under this point of view that both of us

had confidered this excurfion of our boats, which

* Meflh. la Borde Marchainville and la Borde Bouter-

villiers.

H 4 we
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we thought as little expofed to danger as they

would have been in Breft Road when the weather

is remarkably fine.

At the fame moment we had a vifit from the

Indians in their canoes, to announce to us this me-
lancholy event ; thefe rude unpolimed men ex-

preffed to us by figns, that they had feen our two
boats perifh, and that there was no poffibility of

affording them affiftance ; we loaded them with

prefents, and we endeavoured to make them un-

derftand that he who mould have faved a fingle

man would have been entitled to all our riches.

Nothing could be better calculated to move
their humanity j they haflened to the fea-fhore,

and fpread themfeives oyer the- two coafb of the

bay. I had already difpatched my longboat,

commanded by M. de Clonard, to the eaftward,

where if any one, contrary to all probability, had
efcaped death, it was likely he would land. M. de
Langle went upon the weftern fhore, in order to

leave no part unvifited, and I remained on board,

charged with the protection of the two fhips, with

the neceffary complement of men to preclude all

fear from the Indians, againft whom prudence rer-

quired that we mould be conflantly on our
guard. MeiTrs. de Langle and Clonard were
attended by all the officers, and many other per^
Tons; they went three leagues along the beach,

upon which, however, not the fmallen: wreclc

came
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came afhore. I neverthelefs tlill entertained a

fmall degree of hope ; the mind with difficulty

acquiefces in fo fudden a tranfition from a pleafant

fituation to that of fo rooted a forrow ; but this

illufion was deftroyed by the return of our boats,

and I was thereby plunged into a ftate of fuch

acute diftrefs as no language is adequate to de-

fcribe but in the moft imperfect manner. I am
in this place going to infert the narrative of M.
Boutin j he was the friend of M. d'Efcures, and

we both entertained the fame opinion of that

officer's unfortunate imprudence.

M. Boutin's Narrative.

" On the 13th July, at fifty minutes paft five

o'clock in the morning, 1 fet off from the Boufible

in the jolly boat-j my orders were to follow M.
d'Efcures, who commanded our pinnace, andM. de

Marehainville, commanding that of the Aftrolabe,

was to join us. The inftructions received in writing

by M. d'Efcures from M. de la Peroufe, and which

ha%l been communicated to me, enjoined him to

employ thefe three boats in founding the bay , to

lay down the foundings from the bearings upon

the draught which had been put into his hands

;

to found the paffage, if the water were fmooth, and

to meafure its width* but he was exprefsly for-

bidden to expofe the boats under his orders to the

)eaft rifk, or to approach the channel at all, if

there
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there was either broken water or fwell in it. Af-
ter having doubled the weflern point of the ifland,

near to which we were at anchor, I perceived that

the fea broke all over the channel, and that it

would be impoffible to approach it. M. d'Efl

cures was at that time ahead, lying on his oars,

and feemed defirous to wait for me, but when I

%as come within gun-fhot he continued his courfej

fift&l as his boat rowed much better than mine, he

te*e£al times repeated the fame manoeuvre with-

^M im rjsteilbility on my part of joining him.

At a quarter after feven o'clock, having conftantly

fleered for the channel, we were not more than

two cables length from it, when our pinnace put

Stfibut. I did the fame in his wake ; we fhaped

'our courfe for re-entering the bay, leaving the

channel aftern of us. My boat was aftern of our

pinnace, and within hail 5 I perceived that of the

Aflrolabe at a quarter of a league's diftance with-

in the bay. M. d'Efcures then laughingly hailed

me ; faying, ' I think we can't do better than go
to breakfaft, for the fea breaks horribly in the

ichanncl.* I anfwered, < Certainly, and I imagine

that our labour will extend no farther than to de-

termine the limits of the fandy bay which lies on
the larboard hand in going in/ M. de Pierrevert,

who was with M. d'Efcures, was about to anfwer

me, but his eyes being turned towards the eaflem

coaft, he faw that we were drifted by the ebb. I

alio
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alfo perceived it, and immediately both our boats

began pulling away to the northward, in order to

increafe our diitance from the channel, from

which we were (till a hundred toifes off. I did

not think of our being expofed to. the leaft danger,

fince by gaining only twenty toifes on either tack

we always poffefled the refource of running our

boats afhore. After having rowed more than a

minute, without being able to ftem the tide, I

tried in vain to approach the eaffern more. Our

pinnace, which was ahead of us, made the fame ufe-

lefs efforts to reach the weftern Ihore. We were

then under the neceffity of once more laying our

heads to the northward, to prevent our falling acrofs

the breakers. The firft billows began to ihew

themfelves at a fmall diftance from my boat ; I

now thought it high time to let go the grapnel,

but it did not hold : fortunately the rope not be-

ing made faff to a thwart, ran out end for end,

and difcharged us of a weight which might have

proved very fatal to us. In an inftant afterwards

I was in the middle of the heavier!: feas, which ai-

moft filled the boat j Ihe did not however fink,

or ceafe to anfwer her helm ; fo that I could al-

ways keep her ftern to the fea, from which cir«

cumftance I entertained great hopes of efcaping

the danger,

" Our pinnace increafed her diftance from me
whilft I was letting go the grapnel, and in a few-

minutes
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minutes afterwards fhe was in the midfr. of the\

breakers. I had loll fight of her on fhipping the

§# feas, but in one of thefe moments when I found
myfelf at the top of the breakers, I faw her again

going down about thirty or forty toifes ahead;
fhe was broadfide to, and I faw neither men nor

oars. My only hope had been, that fhe might be
able to ftem the current, but I was too certain fhe

would perifh if fhe was drawn into it ; for in or-

der to efcape, it were abfolutely necefTary to have

a boat which would fwim when full of water, and
in this fituation would anfwer her helm to prevent

her overfetting; our pinnace mod unfortunately

pofiefTed none of thefe qualities.

" I was ftili in the middle of the breakers, looking

out all round, and I faw, that, aftern of my boat

to the fouthward, the breakers formed a continued

line as far as I could fee ; they alfo appeared to ex-

tend farther to theweftward; at length I perceived,

that, if I could get only fifty toifes to the eaflward
5

I mould find a lefs dangerous fea. I ufed every

exertion to fucceed in this, by pulling away to ftar-

board in the interval of the breaking of the feas,

and at twenty-five minutes after kwen o'clock I

was out of all danger, having only to contend

againft a very heavy fwell, and. fome ftnall waves,,

occafioned by a breeze from the weft-north-weft, .

After having baled the water out of my boat,

I fought means of giving affiftance to my unfortu-

nate
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•ate fhipmatesj but from that time every hope had

vanifhed.

" From the moment in which I had feen our

pinnace go down among the breakers, I had kept

pulling away to the eaftward, and it took me fome

minutes to get clear of them. It was impoffible

that thofe who were wrecked in the midft of fo

rapid a current could ever get out of its courfe,

and they muft have been fwept away by it during

the remainder of the tide, which fct towards the

offing till forty-five minutes after eight o'clock

:

befides, how was it poffible for the moil excellent

fwimmer to refill even for a few moments the

force of thefe waves ? Neverthelefs, as I could not

make any other reafonable fearch than in the part

to which the current fet, I laid the boat's head to

the fouthward, rowing along the breakers on my
itarboard hand, and every inftant changing my
courfe in order to get nearer to fome feals and

lea-weeds, which from time to time gave me
hopes.

<c As there was a heavy fwell, when I was at

the top of the feas I could fee a confiderable way,

and I mould have been able to perceive an oar or

a piece of wreck at more than two hundred toifes

diflance.

" My obfervations were foon attracted towards

the point of the eaftern entrance, where I perceived

fome men who made fignals with cloaks j as I

fravs
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have fince learned, they were the Indians, but 1

then took them for the crew of the Aftrolabe's

pinnace, and I imagined that they waited for flack

water to come to our affiftance ; I was very far

from thinking that my unfortunate friends had fal-

len the victims of their generous boldnefs.

" At three quarters after eight o'clock*, the

tide having turned, there were no longer any break-

ers, but only a very heavy fwell, I deemed it my
duty to continue my fearch in this fwell, following

the fet of the ebb whicli had done; but I was as

unfortunate in this fecond fearch as in the firft.

Perceiving, at nine o'clock, that the flood came from
the fouth-weft, and that I had neither provifion,

nor grapnel, nor fails, my crew drenched with wa-
ter, and very cold, fearing not to be able to re-enter

the bay when the flood ran ftrong; feeing befides

that it already fet with great violence to the north

eaft, which prevented my getting to the fouthward,

where I meant to continue my fearch if the tide

had permitted, I again entered the bay, and fliaped

my courfe to the northward.

<c The channel was already almoil fhut in by the

eaftern point j the fea Hill continued to break upon

* Half after eight o'clock was the hour that had been

{jointed out in my inftruclions to approach the channel with-

out danger, becaufe the current would, at all events, have fet

in, and at a quarter after feven the longboats were fwal-

lowed up.

the
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the two points, but it was fmooth in the middle.

I at length completely gained this entrance, row-

ing along the point on my larboard hand, upon

which were the Indians who had made me fignals,

and whom I took for Frenchmen. They expreffed

to me by their geftures that they had feen Our two

boats overfet, and not feeing the pinnace of the

Aftrokbe, I became perfectly convinced of the

fate of M. dc Marchainville, whom I knew too

well to fuppofe, that he would have reflected on the

inutility of the danger to which he would expofe

himfelf. As we are however always difpofed to

flatter ourfelves,\there ftill remained a very faint

hope, that I might find him on board our mips,

where it was poflible he might have gone to afk

for affiftance: my firft words on getting on board

were, f have you any news ofM. de Marchainville 5*

* No/ deprived me of every hope for his fafety.

" Thefe details being finifhed, I think it necef-

iary to explain the motives of M. d'Efcures's con-

duel:. It is impoflible, that he ever fhould have

thought of going into the channel ; he wifhedonly

to approach it; and imagined the diftance he was

from it was more than fufficient to keep him out

of all danger. It was this diftance of which he as

well as I, and the eighteen perfons who were in

the two boats, had formed a wrong judgment. I

do not pretend to determine how far this error

was pardonable, or why it was not poHible to

judg^
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judge of the violence of the current : it might be
imagined that I wifhed to exculpate myfelf, for I

repeat that I judged this diftance more than fu£
ficient, and even the fight of the coaft, which ap-

peared to be fwiftly moving to the north, excited

in me only furprife. Without enumerating all the

reafons which contributed to porTefs us with fo

melancholy a confidence, I cannot but remark 3 that,

on the day of our entrance into this bay, this paf-

fage was founded in every direction by our boats for

more than two hours without finding any current.

It is true, that, when our fhips flood towards it, they

were drifted away by the ebb, but this was owing to

the lightnefs of the breeze that our boats at the fame

inftant ftemmed the tide with the greater!: facility.

Finally, on i ith July, the day the moon was at the

full, our two commanders, accompanied by feveral

other officers, had themfelves founded this channel;

they went out of it with the ebb, and entered it

igain with the flood, without obferving any thing

which could lead them to imagine there was" the

leaft danger, efpecially with boats well manned.

From this it is fair to infer, that on the 13th ofJuly

particular circumftances contributed to give the cur-

rent an additional violence, fuch as an extraordinary

melting of the fnow, or violent winds which had
not reached within the bay, but which had without

doubt blown with great force in the offing.
<c At the moment when I was drawn into the

paifage*
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pafiage, M. de Marchainville was a quarter of a

league within it ; I never faw him afterwards, buc

all thofe who knew his character are convinced^

that his noble and generous difpofition induced

him to act as he did. It is probable, that when he

perceived our two boats in the middle of the

breakers, and not being able to conceive how we
had been drawn into them, he fuppofed, either that

the grapnel rope had fnapped, or that the. oars had

been loft ; he muft at the inftant have rowed for

the purpofe of coming to the beginning of the

firft breakers ; feeing us buffeting in the middle of
the waves, he no doubt liftened only to the dic^

tates of his courage, and ftrove to furmount the

breakers, and bring; us affiftance. from without, at

the rifk of perifhing along with us. This fort

of death is undoubtedly a glorious one, but hoif

cruel to him who efcaped the danger, the reflection

that he muft for ever relinquifh the hope of feeing

his companions again, or -, any of thofe heroes

who came with the "generous intention of faving

his life.

fC
It is not poffible, that I mould willingly have

omitted any effential .fact, or mifreprefented thofe

which I have reported'; M. Mouton, lieutenant of

the frigate, who wasfecond in command in my boat,

has it in his power to correct my errors, if my
memory have in any inftance failed me j his firm^

nefs, with that of the cockfwain and the four

Vol. II, J rowers*
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rowers, contributed not a little to our prefervation.

My orders, in the midft of the breakers, were exe-

cuted with as much exactnefs as in the moft ordi~

nary circurnftances."

(Signed) Boutin."

Nothing more n6w remained to be done, but to

quit, as fpeedily as poflible, a country where we
had experienced fo melancholy a difafter ; but there

were flill fome days due to the families of our

unfortunate friends : too precipitate a departure

might occafion doubts and uneafinefs in Europe

;

it might not occur to people there, that the current

extended no farther than a league without the

channel j that the boats, and tbofe wrecked in

them, could be driven to no greater diflance, and

that the fury of the fea in that place diflipated

every hope of their return. If, contrary to every

probability, any of them had been able to return,

as this could only happen in the vicinity of the bay,

I formed the refolution of waiting fome days

longer j but I quitted the anchorage of the ifland,

and took that of the bed of fand, which is at the

entrance upon the well coaft. It took me five

days to effed this paffage, though no more than a

league, during which time we were expofed to a

fquall of wind which would have put us in very

great danger, had we not been anchored in a good

muddy bottom j it was fortunate we did not drag
H

our
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bur anchors, for we were lefs than a cable's length

from the fhore. The wind being contrary de-

tained us longer than I intended to ftay, and we

did not fail till the 30th July, eighteen days after

the event, the defcription of which has given me

fo much pain, and the remembrance of which

will perpetually make me unhappy. Before our

departure, we erected upon the ifland in the mid-

dle of the bay, to which I gave the name of Ce-

notaph Ifland, a monument to the memory ofour

unfortunate companions. The following infcrip-

tion was compofed by M. de l.amanon, who

buried it in a bottle at the foot of the monu-

ment :

" At the entrance of this harbour, perifhed twenty brave

* feamen.

" Reader, whoever thou art, join thy tears to ours.

"On the 14th July 1786* the frigates ^ouflble

and Aftrolabe, which failed from Breit the ift

Auguft 1785, arrived in this port. From the

care of M. de la Peroufe, commander in chief

of the expedition, of the vifcount de Langle,

commander of the fecond frigate, of Meffrs. Clo-

nard and de Monti, fecond captains of the two

mips, and ofthe other officers and furgeons, none

of the difeafes which are incident to long voyages

had afflicted our mips' companies -, M-. de la

Peroufe found himfelf happy in the reflection, as

I a did
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did all the others likewife, of having been from

one end of the world to the other, through every

kind of danger, and of having vifited people re-

puted to be barbarous, without lofing a fingle man,

or (hedding a drop of blood. On the i jth of July,

at five o'clock in the morning, three boats fet off

for the purpofe of laying down the foundings upon

the draught which had been made of the bay.

They were commanded by M. d'Efcures, lieu-

tenant of the navy, and a chevalier of St. Louis

:

M. de la Peroufe had given hirn inftru&ions in

writing, which exprefsly charged him not to ap-

proach the current, but at the moment he con-

ceived himfelf at a fuiBcient diftance from it, he

found himfelf drawn in by it. Meffrs. de la

Borde, brothers, and de Flaffan, who were in the

boat of the fecond frigate, were not afraid of ex-

pofing themfelvcs to danger, by flying to the

affiftance of their companions, but they, alas I

ihared the fame unhappy fate. The third boat

was under the orders of M. Boutin, lieutenant

of the navy. This officer, contending with cou-

rage againft the breakers during the ipace of

feveral hours, made the moil vigorous but ufelefs

exertions to affift his friends, and was only in-

debted for his own fafety to the fuperior con-

flruclion of his boat, to his own enlightened pru-

dence, joined with that of M. Laprife Mouton,.

lieutenant of the frigate, his fecond in command,

and
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and to the activity and ready obedience of his

crew, confining of Jean Marie, cockfwain,

Lhofds, le Bas, Corentin Jers, and Moners, all

four failors. The Indians feemed to participate

in our forrows, which were extreme. Moved, but

not difcouraged by our misfortunes, we failed the

'30th- of July, to continue our voyage."

*< The names of the officers,foMier,s, and failors who

were loft on the 1 $tb of July, at a quarter paftfe-

ven o'clock in the morning.

The -Boussole :

.

*c Officers.—Meffrs. d'Efcures, de Pierrevert, de

jMontarnal.

" Crew.—Le Makre, firft Pilot; Lieutot, cor-

poral and cockfwain ; Prieur, Fraichot, Benin,

Bolet, Fleury, Criaub, all feven foldiers; the oldeft

not thirty-three years of age.

The Astrolabe :

''

<$ Officers.—Meffrs. de la Horde March ainville,

de la Borde Eouterviliiers, brothers • Flafian.

" Crew. —SouVds, corporal and cockfwain; Phi-

liby, Julien le Penn, Pierre Rabier, all four fol-

diers; Thomas Andrieufe, Goulven Tarreau, Guil-

laume Duquefne, all three captains of the tops,, in

the flower of their age."

13 We
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We procured, by our flay at the entrance of the

bay, infinitely more knowledge of the manners and

cuftoms of the Indians, than we could pofiibly have

obtained at the other anchorage. Our fhips lay

at anchor near their villages -, we every day made
them vifits, and every day we had caufe of com-
plaint againft them j though our conduct towards

them had never varied, and we had never ceafed

giving them proofs of our mildnefs and benevo-

lence.

On the a 2d ofJuly, they brought us fome pieces

of the wreck ofour boats, which the fea had driven

upon the eaftern coaft, very near the bay, and by

figns they gave us to underftand, they had buried

one of our unfortunate companions upon the more
where he had been caft by the billows. Upon
thefe figns Meffrs. de Clonard,de Monneron, and de

Monti immediately directed their courfe towards

the eaft, accompanied by thefe fame Indians, whom
we loaded with prefents.

Our officers proceeded three leagues over ftones

in a frightful road; every half hour the guides re-

quired a new payment, or they refufed to go far-

ther ; at length they pufhed into the woods, and
took to their heels. Our officers too late per-

ceived, that their report was only a trick invented

to obtain ftill more prefents. They faw in this

journey irmmenfe forefls of fir-trees of the largeft

dimenfions j they mealured fome of them, which

were
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were five feet diameter, and which feemed to be

more than a hundred and forty feet high.

We were by no means furprifed at the recital

they gave of the manoeuvre of the Indians ; their

addrefs in dealing is incomparable. Meffrs. de

Langle and Lamanon, with feveral officers and

naturalifts, had, two days previous to this, made a

journey to the weftward, the object of which"

equally related to thefe melancholy refearches : it

was juft as fruitlefs as the other j but they met

with a village of Indians, upon the banks of a fmall

river entirely barred with flakes for a falmon

fifhery. We had long entertained fufpicions, that

this fifh came from that part of the coaft, but we

were not certain of it, and this difcovery fatisfied

our curiofity. The falmon, afcending the river,

meet with the flakes, which not being able to leap

over, they endeavour to return towards the fea, and

find in their paffage narrow bafkets, clofed at the

farther end, and placed in the angles of the caufe-

way i having entered thefe bafkets, arid not being

able to return, they are taken. Thefe fifh are fo

abundant that the crews of the two fhips, during

our flay, took a vaft quantity of them, and each

frigate faked two barrels.

Our travellers alfo met with a morai *, which

proved to them, that thefe Indians were in the

* I have preferved the name morai, which exprefles ftronger

than tomb an expofure to the open air.

1 4 tat*
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habit of burning their dead, and preferving the

head j they found one of them wrapped up in fe-

veral fkins. This monument confifts of four

tolerably ftrong flakes, which fupport a little

wooden chamber, in which repofe the afhes depo^
fited in coffins -, they opened thefe coffins, untied

the packet of fkins which enveloped the head, and
after having fatisfied their curiofity, they fcrupu-

loufly replaced every thing ; and added to it a

great many prefents of different kinds of iron in-

ftruments and beads. The Indians, who were
witneffes of this vifit, difcovered a little uneafi-

nefs j but they did not fail very fpeedily to take

away the prefents left by our travellers. Others
who were curious, having the next day vifited the

fame place, found there only the afhes and the

head; they left there new prefents, which fhared the

fame fate as thofe of the preceding day ; and I am
certain, that the Indians would have been very

glad, had we repeated our vifits feveral times in

the day. But if they, with fome reluctance, per-

mitted us to vifit their tombs, it was not the fame
In regard to their cabins, which they would not
fuffer us to approach till they had previoufly re-

moved their women, who are the moil difgufting

objecls in the univerfe.

We were witneffes every day to the entrance of
ftrange canoes into the bay, and every day whole
villages went out of it, and yielded their places to

others 9
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others. Thefe Indians feem to entertain very

oreat dread of the channel, and never ventured

in it but at flack water: by the affiftance of our

glaffes we diftinctly perceived, that when they

were between the two points, the chief, or at lean:

the moft confiderable man of the party rofe up,

extended his arms towards the fun, and appeared

to addrcfs prayers to it, v\hilft all the others pad-

dled with their whole ftrength. It was in confe-

quence of afking the meaning of this cuftom, that

we were informed, that fome little time before

feven large canoes had been loft there ; the eighth

was faved; the Indians who efcaped this misfor-

tune confecrated it either to their god, or to the

memory of their companions ; we faw it by the fide

of a morai, which no doubt contained the allies of

fome of thofe who were caft away.

This canoe did not refemble thofe of the country,

which are formed only of a hollowed tree, raifed

at the fides by planks .fewed to the bottom; this

had timbers and wales like our boats 5 the wood-

work, which was very well executed, had a cover-

ing of feals' fkin, which ferved it as a fheathing, fo

perfectly fewn together, that the bell workmen in

Europe would find great difficulty to imitate the

work. This covering, which we meafured with the

greateft attention, was depofited in the morai by

the fide of the coffins with the allies; and the

wood-
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wood-work of the canoe, raifed upon flocks, re-

mained bare near this monument.

I had a great defire to bring this covering to

Europe; we were abiblutely in polTeffion of it;

this part of the bay not being inhabited, no In-

dian could throw any impediment in our way ; I

was perfuaded, befides, that thofe who were caft

away were ftrangers, and I will explain my con-

jectures on this head in the following chapter; but

there exifts an univerfal religion in favour of the

afylums of the dead, and I was defirous thefe might

be refpecled. At length, on the 30th of July,

at four o'clock in the afternoon, we got under way
with a very light breeze from the weft, which did

not ceafe till we had gained three leagues offing

:

the horizon was fo clear that we perceived and fet

Mount Saint-Elias, bearing north weft, diftant at

lean: forty leagues. At eight o'clock in the even-

ing I was three leagues to the fouthward of the

fcay, and founded in ninety fathoms water, over a

muddy bottom,
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CHAPTER IX.

Defcription of Port des Frangois— Its Longitude and

Latitude—Advantages and Inconveniences of this

Port—Its Mineral and Vegetable Produclions—
Birds, Fifhes, Shells, Quadrupeds—Manners and

Cujloms of the Indians—'Their Arts, Arms, Drejs,

and Inclination for Theft—Strong Prefumption that

the Ruffians only communicate indiretlly with thefe,

People— Their Mufic, Dancing, and Paffion for

Play—Differtation on their Language.

(JULY I786.)

*"p h e bay, or rather the harbour, to which I gave

the name of Port des Frangois, is fituated, ac-

cording to our obfervations and thofe of M. Da-

gelet, in 58 37' north latitude, and 139 50* weft

longitude ; the variation of the compafs is there

2 8° eaft, and the dip of the needle 74 . The fea

rifes there feven feet and a half at full and change

of the moon ; it is high water at one o'clock : the

fca breezes, or perhaps other caufes, act fo power-

fully upon the current of the channel, that I have

ieen the flood come in there like the mod rapid

river; and in other circumflances, though at the

Jame periods of the moon, it may be ftemmed by a

boat
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boat. I have in my different excurfions found the

high- water mark to be 15 feet above the furface

of the fea.

Thefe tides are probably incident to the bad
feafon. When the winds blow with violence from
the fou thward, the channel mud be impracticable^

and at all times the currents render the entrance

difficult ; the going out of it alfo requires a com-
bination of circumftances, which may retard the

departure of a veflel many weeks j there is no get-

ting under way but at the top of high water*

the breeze from the weft to the north-weft does

not often rife till toward eleven o'clock, which

does not permit the taking advantage of the morn-
ing tide j finally, the eafterly winds, which are con-

trary, appear to me to be more frequent than

thofe from the weft, and the vaft height of the

furrounding mountains never permits the land

breezes, or thofe from the north, to penetrate into

the road. As this port poffeffes great advantages, I

thought it a duty incumbent on me to make its in-

conveniences alfo known. It feems to me, that this

anchorage is not convenient for thofe mips which

are fent out at a venture for trafficking in fkins *

fuch fhips ought to anchor in a great many bays,

and always make the fnorteft ftay poffible in any

of them, becaufe the Indians have always difpofed

of their whole (lock in the firft week j and all loft

time is prejudicial to the int'erefts of the owners s

but
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but 'a nation which fhouldform the project of efta-

bliffiing factories, fimilar to thofe of the Engliffi in

Hudfon's Bay, could not make choice of a place

more proper for fuch a fettlement. A fimple

'

battery of four heavy cannon, placed upon die point

of the continent, would be fully adequate to the

defence of fo narrow. an entrance, which is alio

made fo difficult by the currents. This battery

could not be turned or taken by land, becaufe the

lea always breaks with fuch violence upon the

eoaft that to difembark is impoffible. The fort,

the magazines, and all the fettlements for Com-

merce, mould be raifed upon Cenotaph Ifland, the

circumference of which is nearly a league: it is ca-

pable of being cultivated, and there is plenty ofwood ,

and water. The fhips not having their cargo to feek,

but being certain of having it collected to a fingle

point, would not be expofed to any delay J fome

buoys, placed for the internal navigation of the bay,

would make it extremely fafe and eafy ; it would

form pilots, who, better verfed than we are in the

fet and ilrength of the current at particular times

of tide, would enfure the entrance and departure of

the fhips. Finally, our traffic for otters fkins has

been fo very confiderable, that I may fairly pre-

fume, there could not in any part of America be a

greater quantity of them collected.

The climate of this coafc feemed to me to be

infinitely milder than that of Hudfon's Bay, in the

fame
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fame degree of latitude. We meafured pines of
fix feet diameter, and a hundred and forty feet

high* thofe of the fame fpecies at Prince of Wales's
Fort and Fort York are of a dimenfion fcarce fuf-

iicient for ftudding-fail booms.

Vegetation is alfo very vigorous during three or

four months of the year. I (hould not be in the

leaft furprifed to fee Ruffian corn, and a great

many common plants, thrive there exceedingly*

We found great abundance of celery, round leaved

forrel, lupine, the wild pea, yarrow, and endive*

Every day and every meal the copper of our fhip's

company was filled with them ; we ate them in

foups, ragouts, and fallads* and thefe herbs did

not a little contribute to keep us in our good ftate

of health. There was feen among thefe pot-herbs

almoft all thofe of the meadows and mountains of
France ; the angelica, the butter-cup, the violet*

many fpecies of grafs proper for fodder* we might

without any danger have cooked and eat all thefe

herbs, if they had not been mixed with fome roots of

a kind ofhemlock, aboutwhich we knew nothing.

The woods abound in goofeberries, rafberries,

and fcrawberries * clutters of elder trees, the

dwarf willow, different fpecies of briar which grow
in the made, the gum poplar tree, the poplar, the

fallow, the horn- beam, and finally fuperb pines,

fit for the mails of our larger! fhips. Not any of

the vegetable productions of this country are un-

* knowjfr
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knoWn in Europe. M. de Martiniere, in his diffe-

rent excurfions, met with only three plants which

he thought new, and it is well known, that a bota-

nift might do the fame in the vicinity of Paris.

The rivers were filled with trout and falmon,

but we took in the bay only fletans *, fome of

which are more than a hundred pounds in weight,

ling t> the fingle thornback, capelans J, and fome

plaice. As we preferred falmon and trout to all

thefc fifties, and the Indians fold us them in greater

quantities than we could confume, we had very

little fifhing, and that only with the line j our

bufinefs never afforded us time to haul the

feine, which required the combined force of five

and twenty or thirty men to draw it afhore.

Mufcles are fcattered in profufion upon that part

of the more which is uncovered at low water, and

the rocks are clothed with fmall limpets. There

are alfo found in the hollows of the rocks different

* Or fattens, a flat fifh longer and not fo fquare as the

turbot, the back of which is covered with fmall fcales ;
thofe

which are taken in Europe are much lefs.

—

(Fr. Ed.)

f A fifli to the eye and tafte fimilar to cod, but generally

larger, and as eafy to take, beeaufe of its greedinefs.—

(Fr. Ed.)

% This fifti refembles the whiting, though a little larger j

the flefli of it is fofc, of good tafte, and eafy of digeftion ;
it

abounds on the coaft of Provence, where it is known by the

name ofpoor $rieft.—(Fr. Ed.)

ipecies
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fpecles of whelks and other fea fhails. I have feen

upon the fand of the beach pretty large cockles,

and M. de Lamanon took from a place elevated

more than two hundred toifes above the level of

the fea petrefacticns, very Well preferved, and of

the largefl dimensions, ofthe fnell known by concho-

logifrs under the name of the royal cloak, and more

commonly St. James's Jhell. This facl. is by no

means new to naturalifts, who have found them at

more confiderable heights; but I think there will

long remain a difficulty of explaining it; fo as to

latisfy all objections. We did not find any Ihell of

this fpecies thrown up upon the beach, which is

well known to be the cabinet of nature.

• In the woods our hunters met with bears, mar-

tens, fquirrels ; and the Indians fold us fkins of

the brown and black bear > of the Canadian lynx,

ermine, marten, little grey fquirrel, beaver, Cana-

dian marmot, or monax, and the red fox. M. de

Lamanon alfo took alive a water and a mufk

rat- We faw tanned fkins of the orignal> or elk,

and a horn of a wild goat; but the commoner! and

moft precious peltry is that of the fea otter, wolf,

and bear. There is no great variety of birds, but

the individuals are pretty numerous: the thickets

were full of fparrows, nightingales, blackbirds,

and yellow hammers ; we were there in pairing

time, and their finging appeared to me delightful.

In the air were feen hovering the white-headed

eagle,
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eagle, the large fpecies of raven ; we furprifed

and killed a king-fifher, and we faw a very-

beautiful blue jay, with fome humming birds.

The fwallow or martin, and the black oyfler-

catcher build their nefts in the clefts of the rocks

on the fea-fhore; gulls, the red-footed guille-

mot, fome cormorants, wild geefe, and divers, of

the large and fmall fpecies, are the only fea birds

which we faw.

But if the animal and vegetable productions of

this country referable a great many others, its ap-

pearance has no fort of comparifon ; and I have my
doubts whether the profound valleys of the Alps

and Pyrenees prefent views as frightful, but which

are at the fame time fo picturefque, that they would

deferve the vifits of the curious were they not at the

extremity of the world.

The primitive mountains of granite, Or fchiftus,

perpetually covered with fhow, upon which are

neither trees nor plants, have their foundation

in the fea, and form upon the fhore a kind of

quay ; their flope is fo rapid, that after the

firft two or three hundred toifes, the wild goats

cannot climb them ; and all the gullies which fepa-

rate them are immenfe glaciers, of which the tops

cannot be difcerned, while the bafe is wafhed by

the fea : at a cable's length from the land there

is no bottom at lefs than a hundred and /ixty

fathoms.

Vol, II, K The
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The fides ofthe harbour are formed by fecondary

mountains, the elevation of which does not exceed

from eight to nine hundred toifes ; they are covered

with pines, and overfpread with verdure, and the

fnow is only feen on their fummits; to me they

appeared to be entirely formed of fchiftus, which

is in the commencement of a ftate of decompo-
fition j they are extremely difficult to climb, but

not altogether inacceffible. MefTrs. Lamanon,
de la Martiniere, Collignon, the abbe Monges,
and father Receveur, zealous and indefatigable

naturalifts, made their way almoft to the top of

them, but it was with very great fatigue that they

afcended any considerable height; not a done or

pebble efcaped their refearches. Too fkilful

naturalifts not to know that in the valleys are to

be found fpecimens of every thing which forms

the mafs of the mountains, they collected ochre,

coppery pyrites, garnets brittle but very ferge

and perfectly cryftallized, fchorle in cryftal, granite,

fchifti, hornftone, very pure quartz, mica, plum-

bago, and coals ; fome of thefe fubftances prove

that thefe mountains contain copper and iron

ores, but we faw not the lead trace of any other

metals.

Nature affigns inhabitants to fo frightful a coun-

try who as widely differ from the people of civi-

lized countries, as the fcene 1 have juft defcribed

differs from our cultivated plains ; as rude and

barbarous
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barbarous as their foil is rocky and barren, they

inhabit this land only to deftroy its population

:

at war with all the animals, they defpife the vege-

table fubftances which grow around them. I have

ken women and children eat fome rafberries and

ftrawberries, but thefe are undoubtedly viands far

too infipid for men, who live upon the earth like

vultures in the air, or wolves and tigers in the

forefts*.

Their arts are fomewhat advanced, and in this

refped civilization has made confiderable pro-

grefs; but that which foftens their ferocity, and

polifhes their manners, is yet in its infancy : the

mode of life they purfue excluding all kind of

fubordination, they are continually agitated by fear

or revenge j
prone to anger, and eafily irritated,

they are continually attacking each other dagger

* An old proverb puts credulity on its guard againft the

narratives of travellers. This prejudice may-be injurious to

the confidence of certain readers, who may not carefully re-

fleft, that a navigator's reputation would be irreparably in-

jured by the flighted deviation from truth, which could not

fail to provoke a formal denial from the numerous witneffes

who accompanied him. If, however, this fentiment, which,

excludes refieftion, cannot be banifhed from the mind, I here

offer a remedy which is certain, and that is, to compare what

our navigator fays with the details given by Dixon upon the

north-weft coaft of America ; always keeping in mind, that

this Englifhman made his voyage a year fubfequent to la

Peroufe, without any pofiibility of knowing his journal*—

=

(Fr. Ed.)

K 2 111
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m hand. Expofed in the winter to perifh for want,

becaufe the chafe cannot be fuccefsful, they live

during the fummer in the greateft abundance, as

they can catch in iefs than an hour a fbfficient

quantity of fifh for the fupport of their family

;

they remain idle during the reft of the day, which

they pafs at play, to which they are as much ad-

dicted as fome of the inhabitants in cur great cities.

This gaming is the great fource of their quarrels.

If to all thefe deftructive vices they fbould un-

fortunately add a knowledge of the ufe of any ine-

briating liquor, I mould not hefitate to pronounce,

that this colony would be entirely annihilated.

In vain may philofophers exclaim againft this

picture. They write books in their ciofets,

whilft I have been engaged in voyages during a

courfe of thirty years. I have been a witnefs of

the injuftice and deceptions of thefe people, whom
they have defcribed to us as fo good, becaufe they

are very near to a ttate of nature ; but this fame

nature is only fublime in her mafles, (he is negli-

gent of all details. It is not poffible to penetrate

into woods which the hand of civilized man has

not made . paffable j to traverfe plains filled with

ftones and rocks, and inundated by impaflable

marines; in a word to form fociety with man in a

ftace of nature ; becaufe he is barbarous, deceitful,

and wicked. In this opinion I have been con-

'ftrmed by my own melancholy experience 5 I

neverthelels
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ncverthclefs have not thought proper to make ufe

of the force, which was entrufted to me, for the

purpofe of repelling the injuftice of thefe favager,

and of teaching them, that men have rights which

muft not be violated with impunity.

Indians in their canoes were continually round

our frigates ; they patted two or three hours there

before they began to exchange a few fifties^ or two

or three otters (kins ; they feized all <occafions to

rob us ; they tore off the iron which was eafy to be

carried away, and above all they examined care-

fully how they might deceive our vigilance during

the nighc. I caufed the principal perfons amongft

them to come on board my frigate, I loaded them

with prefents/ yet thefe very men whom I fo par-

ticularly diftinguiihed, did not difdain the theft of

an old pair of breeches or a nail. When they af-

fumeda mild and pleafant appearance, I was pofi-

tive they had ftolen fomething, although I fre-

quently pretended not to perceive it.

I had exprefsly recommended the eareffing of

their children, and giving them little prefents

;

the parents were infenfible to this mark of

benevolence, which I thought incident to all

countries; the only reflection it gave rife to in

their breads was, to afk to accompany their chil-

dren when I made them come on board ; and I

feveral times, for my inftrudion, had the pleafure

K3 t>f



134 &a perouse's voyage

of feeing the father take advantage of the moment
in which we feemed moft engaged with his child,

to take up and hide under his fkin garment every-

thing that Jay within his reach.

Sometimes, immediately after loading them with

prefents, I pretended to have a defire for certain

little articles of trifling value, which belonged to

thefe Indians ; but thiswas a trial of their generofity,

which 1 always made :

n vain.

I will however admit, if it be defired, that it is

jrnpofiible for a fociety to exift without fome vir-

tues; but I am obliged to confefs, that I had not

the penetration to perceive them ; quarrelling con-

tinually among themfeives, indifferent to their chil-

dren, and abfolute tyrants over their women, whom
they inceflantly condemn to the moft painful la-

bours; I have obferved nothing among thefe peo-

ple which will permit me to foften the colouring

of this picture.

We never went on Ihore but well armed and in

force ; they were very much afraid of our fire-

locks, and eight or ten Europeans in a body might

keep a whole village in awe. The furgeon-ma-

jors of our two frigates having been fo imprudent

as to go a -hunting by themfeives, were attacked by

the Indians, who endeavoured to force their mulkets

from them, but in this they were unfuccefsful

:

thus two men, without any other afiiftance, made
fo good a defence as to oblige them to retire.

§ The
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The fame event was experienced by M. de LefTeps,

a young Ruffian interpreter, to whofe afiiftance one

of our boat's crews very fortunately arrived.

Thefe commencements of hoftility appeared to

them fo trifling, that they did not in the leaft pre-

vent them from coming on board, and they never

fufpecled our being capable ofmaking reprifals*.

I gave the name of village to three or four

wooden (beds, of twenty five feet in length, and

fifteen in breadth, covered only to windward with

planks, or bark of trees ; in the middle was a fire,

over which were hung fome flat filh and falmon

drying in the fmoke. Eighteen or twenty perfons

were lodged in each of thefe fheds ; on one fide

the women and children, and the men on the other.

It feemed to me that every cabin formed a fmall

colony, independent of its neighbour; each of

them had its canoe, and a kind of chief 5
it took

away its planks and fifti, departed and proceeded

out of the bay, without the reft of the village

feeming to be at all concerned.

I think I may venture to aflert, that this

port is inhabited only in the favourable feafon,

* The reader will recognife, in the features of this pidure,

the mournful impreffion of the recent lofi, which has fo

lately been detailed ; all the relations agree as to the principal

faas of which even the cannibalifm cannot be fuppreffed. I

have' not thought it neceflary to weaken it, as it bears the

feal of a fenfibility fo honourable to its author.—[Fr. Ed.)

K4 and
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and that the Indies never pafs a wintering I

Jd although there had never been collected to-
getherfo many as three hundred Indians in thebay^we were vifited by feven or eight hnndred

.

Thc C

f
oes were continually entering and go-

»g out of the bay, and each of them brought and
earned away their houft and furniture, which
confifted of a great many fmaH boxes, in which
were enclofed their moft valuable effefe : th|
boxes are p!aced at the entrance of their ca-
bms winch poflefs a naftinefs and ftench to^.ch the den of no known animal in the lid
can properly be compared. They never remove
themfdves more than two fteps for the Perfor-mance of any neceffary occafion, in which they
feek nether for made nor privacy, as if they had
not an .nftant to lofe ; and when this happens
dunng a meal, they take their place again, fom
which they never were at a greater diftance than
five or fix feet*. The wooden veflels in which

they

* " ™e i"Me of thefe dwI%S exhibit, a complete pictare of dlrt andnhh, indolence and la2i„efs ; i„ one JJ,are thrown the bones and Gaining fragments of mJs
.. at „ 1 ' '" *n°ther are heaPs of *ft. P«ees offtmk.ng flefh, greafe, oil, *c.»_ZW, r„p,* , 73

Cook
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they cook their fifh are never warned; they ferve

them for kettle, difti, and plate ; as thefe veffels

cannot bear the fire, they make the water boil

with red hot flint ftones, which are renewed at

intervals till the viduals are quite ready. They

are alio acquainted with the method of roafting,

which differs little or nothing from that of fol-

diers in a camp. It is probable, that we may only

have feen a fmall part of thefe people, who in all

likelihood inhabit a confiderable part of the fea-

ihore. During the fummer they wander in the

different bays, feeking their food like feals ; and

in the winter they pufh into the interior of the

country to hunt beavers and other animals, of

which they brought us the fpoils j though their

feet are always naked, the fole of them is never

callous, and they cannot, without fhrinking, walk

over ftones ; which is a proof they only travel

in canoes, or on the fnow with rackets.

Cook defcrihes the naftinefs of the ir.fide of the houfes

of the inhabitants of Nootka in the following terms

:

" The naftinefs and ftench of their houfes are, however, at

P leaft equal to their confufion. For, as they dry their fifh

«' within doors, they alfo gut them there, which with their

« bones and fragments thrown down at meals, and the addition

« of other forts of filch, lie every where in heaps, and are, I

*< believe, never carried away, till ijt becomes troublefome,

" from their fize, to walk over them ; in a word, their hpufes

« are as filthy as hog-fties; every thing in and about them

'f ftinking of fifh, train-oil, and fmoke."*-CWj third Voyage,

vol. ii.

Dogs
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Dogs are the only animals with which they

have entered into alliance; there are generally
three or four of them in a cabin ; they are fmall,
and refemble the %pherd's dog of M. de Buffon-
they feldom bark, but have a nifs nearly refem-
bling that of the Bengal jackal *, and they are fo
favage, that to other dogs they feem to be what
their mafters are to civilized people.

The men pierce the cartilage of the ears and
nofe, to which they hang different fmall orna-
ments

; they make fears on their arms and breads,
with a very keen- edged infrrument, which they
fhaipen by gaffing over their teeth as over a ftone;
their teeth are filed clofe to the gums, and for
this operation they ufe a fand-ftone rounded in
trie fhape of a tongue. They ufe ochre, foot, and
plumbago, mixed up with train oil, to paint the
face and the reft of the body in a frightful manner.
In their full drefs, their hair is flowing at full

length, powdered, and plaited with the down of
fea birds

} this is their greateft luxury, and is per-
haps referved only to the chiefs ofa family

; their
Shoulders are covered with a llmple fkin; the reft of
the body abfolutely naked, except the head, which
is generally covered with a little ftraw hat, very

* A wild, carnivorous, and dangerous animal, partaking of
the dog and the wolf; it is common in Afia, barks like a
dog in the night, but not with fo much ftrength ; the ftin is

©fa yellowifh call, of which they make fine fur.—f/>. Ed.)

MMly
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fkilfully plaited -, but they fometimes place on

their heads two horned bonnets of eagles feathers,

and even whole heads of bears, in which they fix a

wooden fkull-cap. Thefe feveral head-dreffes

are extremely various j but their principal objed^

like all their other cuftoms, is to render them-

felves frightful, perhaps for the purpofe of keeping

their enemies in awe.

Some Indians had entire fhirts of otters fkin,

and the common drefs of a great chief was a fhirt

of a tanned fkin of the elk, bordered with a fringe

of deers hoofs and beaks of birds, which when

they dance imitates the noife of a kind of bell

;

this fame drefs is very well known among the

favages of Canada, and other nations who inhabit

the eaftern parts of America *.

I never faw any tatooing but on the arms of a

few women, who are addi&ed to a cuftom which

renders them hideous, and which I could fcarcely

have believed, had I not been a witnefs to it ; all of

them, without exception, have the lower lip flit at

the root of the gums, the whole width of the mouth j

they wear a kind of wooden bowl without handles,

which refts againft the gums, to which this lower

* « The chief (who always conducts the vocal concert)

« puts on a large coat, made of the elk fkin, tanned, round the

" lower part of which is one, or fometimes two rows of dried

« berries, or the beaks of birds, which make a rattling noife

*» whenever he moves."—-Dixon's Vojage, p. z^z,

cut
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cut lip fcrvcs for a ibpport, fo that the lower part
of the mouth jets out two or three inches*. The
drawing by ML Duche de Vancy, which is exa<5t-

fcefs itfelg will explain, better than any defcription,
the moft difgufting faffcion perhaps on the earth.

The

* This cuffom appears general among the colonies which
inhabit the north-weft coaft of America from

S cth to
•tfjflB* k is extended even to the inhabitants of Fox iflands

Aud the Aleutian 1 (lands—See Coxe, in his tranflation

of A'£-w. Difcovcrses by the Ruffians., pages 34, 35; 104., and
Ij3.

At Port Mulgrave, 59 53' north latitude, 142° 20' weft
'longitude from the meridian of Paris :

«< An aperture is made in the thick part of the under-
<{ Yip, and increafed by degrees in a line parallel with the
« mouth, and equally long : in this aperture, a piece of wood
"is conftantly wore, of an eliptical form, about half an inch
« thicfe

j
the fuperfices not flat, but hollowed out on each fid?

" like a fpoon, though not quite fo deep; the edge, are like-

« v-'ife hollowed in the form of a puhy, in orde°r to fix this

« precious ornament more firmly in the lip, which by this

f? means is frequently extended at leaft three inches horizon*
" tally, and confeqaently dijftorts every feature in the lower
« part of the face. This curious piece of wood is wore only
« by the women, and fcems to be con/idered as a mark of
*< diflinction; it not being wore by all indifcrimin;te!y, but
" only thofe who appeared in a fuperior fiation to the rehV'—
Dixon's Voyage', p. 172.

At the entrance of Norfolk harbour, 57° 3' north latitude,

137° 5' well longitude from the meridian of Pari :

" The wqmeii, too, ornament, or rather ditfort their lips

« in the fame manner as I have already deicribed ; and it

''ihouldfeem, that the female who is ornamented with the

« largeft
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The young girls have only a needle in the lower lip,

and the married women alone have the nght of

« Weft piece of wood, is generally mod refpeaed by her

u fdends, and by the community in general."-ZWi Voyage,

Hippah Hand, one of Queen Charlotte's Iflands, 53. 4*

north latitude, i 3
5° * well longitude from the mendran of

a

«

S

There were likewife a few women amongft them, who

ir all feemed pretty well advanced in years; their under

Mips were diftcrted in the fame maimer as thofe of the

« women at Port Mulgrave and Norfolk Sound and the

« pieces of wood were particularly large. One of thcfelip-

« pieces appearing to be peculiarly ornamented, captain

« Dixon wiflied to purchafe it, and offered the old woman »

«whom it belonged a hatchet; but this me refufed witk

contempt ; toes, bafons, and feveral other articles were

« afterwards (hewn to her, and as conftantly reje^ed Our

-captain began now to defpair of making his wifced-xor

« purchafe, and had nearly given it up, when one of oar

"people happening to ihew the old lady a few buttons wh*cn

« looked remarkably bright, ihe eagerly embraced the offer,

« and was now altogether as ready to part with her wooden

« ornament as before ihe was denrous of keeping it. This

« carious lip.piece roeafured three and feven-eighth inches

« lo-. and two and five eighth inches in the wideft part
:
it

* ^s inlaid with a fmall pearly 041, round which was a nm

« of copper."—Dixon's Voyage, p. 208.

We mav further compare what Cook fays of the cof-

toms of the favages of Oonalafhka, of Norton's Sound, m

64
«> 31' north latitude, and 165° / weft longitude, mendiaa

of Paris, and of Prince William's Sound, fituate in 6i3 X
1
3°

north latitude, and 148' 5 *' weft Jongitade, meridian of Fa-

jis.—Cco/f 's third Voyage.—(Fr. Ed.)
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the bowl *. We fometimes prevailed on them
to pull off this ornament, to which they with diffi-

culty agreed
; they then teftified the fame embar-

raffment, and made the fame geftures as a woman
in Europe who difcovers her bofom. The lower
lip then fell upon the chin, and this fecond picture

was*not more enchanting than the firfh

Thefe women, the moft difgufting of any on
the earth, covered with ftinking ileins, which are

frequently untanned, failed not, however, to ex-
cite defires in fome perfons, in fact of no fmail

confequence
j they at firft ftarted many difficul-

ties, giving affurances by their geftures that they
ran the rifk of their lives j but being overcome

by

* Marriage among thefe favages not being fubjecT: to any
Other formalities than thofe prefcribed by nature, I think,
with Dixon, that the porringer is rather a mark of puberty,
or womanhood, than a mark of difKn&ion of the exclufive
property of one man alone. The refpedt they have for thofe
who bear this ornament may arife from this principle, for I
do not fuppofe that the privation of this honour can be a
panifhment in a country fo little civilized, where it would
befides be very eafy to know thofe again who might have
enjoyed it.

" This curious operation of cutting the under-iip of the
" females never takes place during their infancy, but from
" every obfervation I was able to make, feems confined to a
" peculiar period of life. When the girls arrive to the age
* of fourteen or fifteen, the center of the under lip, in the
" thick part near the mouth, is limply perforated, and apiece
* of copper wire introduced to prevent the aperture from

" doling j
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by prefents, they had no objection to the fun being

a witnefs, and abfolurely refufed to retire into the

wood *. There can be no doubt that this planet

is

« clofing ; the aperture afterwards is lengthened, from time

« to time, in aline parallel with the mouth, and the wooden

« ornaments are enlarged in proportion, till they are fre-

« quently increafed to three, or even four inches in length,

« and nearly as wide, but this generally happens, when the

" matron is advanced in years, and confequently the mufefes

« are relaxed ; fo that poffibly old age may obtain greater

« refpeft than this very Angular ornament."—Dixon's Ftyege,

p. &j—(Fr.Ed.)

* Dixon's details are generally fo conformable co thole

given by la Peroufe, that I am at a lofs to conceive what

could give rife to the difference they have difcoi ered in ap-

preciating the charms of the female fex.

Could chance then have prefented to Dixon an object

which was fingular in its fpecies ? or can this difference be

really any other than that of the known indulgence of a fea-

man, efpecially after a voyage cflong continuance ? Ee this

as it may, here is his narrative : 1

" They are particularly fond of painting their faces with

" a variety of colours, fo that it is no eafy matter to dif-r

" cover their real complexion ; however, we prevailed on.

« one woman, by perfoafion, and a trifling prefent, to waGi

« her face and hands, and the alteration it made in her ap-

« pearance abfolutely furprifed us ; her countenance had all

« the chearful glow cf"an Engliih milk maid ; and the healthy

« red which flufhed her cheek, was even beautifully con trailed

« with the whitenefs of her neck; her eyes were black and

« fparkling ; her eye-brows the fame colour, and moll beau-

« tifully arched ; her forehead fo remarkably clear, that the

« tranilucent veins were feen meanden g even in their mi-

« nuteft branches—in ihorc, me was what"would be reckoned

" handfome
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is the god of thefe people, they frequently addrefs
themfelves to it in their prayers, but I faw nei-
ther temple nor priefts, nor the lead trace of any
worihip.

The ftature of thefe Indians is very near our
own

:
the features of their face are very various,

and exhibit no particular character but in the ex-
preffion of their eyes, which never beam forth a
fingle fentiment of tendernefs. The colour of
their fkin is very brovvn, owing to their being
continually expofed to the air; but their children*
at the time of birth, areas white as ours. Their
beard is in fadt lefs than, that of Europeans, but
neverthelefs fufficient to take away all poffibility

.of doubt of it : the belief that the American
Indians have no beards, is an error which has been
too (lightly adopted; I have ken the native Indians
of New England, Canada, Acadia, and Hudfon's
Bay, and I have found amongft the different na-
tions feveral individuals with beards, which hd
me to think that the others were in the habit of

« handfome even in England : but this fymmetry of features
"is entirely destroyed by a cuftom extremely fmaular."—
Dixon''s Payage, p. iji.

I ought, however, in fupport of the details given by
Dixon, to cite the narrative of a Spanifh voyage, undertaken
in 1777, written by D. Maurelle, fecond captain of the frigate
la Favorite. This navigator, in confirmation of the cuftom
of the ridiculous ornament placed in a hole made in the middle
of the under-lip, add s, "Several among them, if better
•« dreffed, might difpute charms with. tha. &Q& beautiful
Spanifh women."~—fFri £a\ >

pulling
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pulling them out by the roots *. The frame of

their body is feeble ; the weakeft of our Tailors,

would overcome in wreftling the ftrongeft of the

* " The young men have no beards, and I was at firit

" inclined to think that this arofe from a natural want of hair

tf on that part, but I was foon undeceived in this particular,

" for all the men we faw, who were advanced in years, had
*« beards all over the chin, and fome of them whiikers on

" each fide the upper lip.

« As this fuppofed defect amongft the natives of America
« c has occafioned much fpeculative enquiry amongft the

** learned and ingenious, I took every opportunity of learning

w how it was occafioned, and was given to underftand, that

ff the young men got rid of their beards by plucking them

" out, but as they advance in years, the hair is fuf-

*' fered to grow."—Dixon's Voyage, p. 23'$.

An enemy to every fyftem, and my inquiries having always

truth alone for their -object, I will not keep back any of the

aflertions which are contrary to thofe of la Peroufe; I think,

therefore, the reader will, with pleafure, perufe the following

extract taken from Lettres Amerhaines, by Carli, 24th letter

:

'' There is certainly nothing aftoniming in feeing the

" Americans without hair, and without beard, fince, if we
tf may believe all the hiftorians, the Tartars and Chinefe are

" equally unprovided with them. Hippocrates tells us, that ia

« his time, the Scythians had neither hair nor beard. The
" Huns were perhaps defendants of theie Scythians, for Jor-
tf nandcs relates, that they grew , old without beard, after

** having become adults without the ornament of puberty.

n The hiftory of Hyton, the Armenian, who efcaped from

*' Tartary in 1 305, and be, - ik in Cyprus, informs

» us, that theTartars, efpecially thofe df Cathay, bad sic beard,

*< but" how many people are th . Afia and Africa in the

*r fame circumftances 1"

—

[Fr. £ )

Vol. II. radians*
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Indians. I have Teen fome of them whofe fwelled

legs feemed fymptomatic of the fcurvy, but their

gums were in a very good ftate ; I have my
doubts, however, of their arriving to any great age,

and I perceived only one woman who feemed to

have reached fixty ; fhe did not enjoy any privi-

lege, and was, like the otherb, fubjected to the

different labours of her fex.

My voyages have enabled me to make com-

parifons between different nations, and I dare ven-

ture to affert, that the Indians of Port des Frarifais-

are not Efquimauxj they have evidently a com-

mon origin with all the inhabitants of the interior

of Canada and the northern parts of America.

The Efquimaux are diftinguifhed from the other

American Indians by a very particular counte-

nance, and cuftoms abfolutely different. The firft

feem to me to bear a ftrong refemblance to the

Greenlanders; they inhabit the coaft of Labrador,

Hudfon's Streight, and a Hurt of land, the whole

extent ofAmerica, as far as the peninfula ofAlafhka.

There is much doubt whether thefe people came

originally from Greenland or Alia ; it is certainly

an idle queftion to agitate, as the problem will

never be fatisfactorily folved; it is fufficient to

fay, that the Efquimaux are a people much more

addicted to rifning than to hunting, and that they

prefer oil to blood, and perhaps to every things

very commonly eating raw fifh : their canoes are

always covered with feal fkinsx very well flretched;

* they
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they are fo expert in fwimming, that they fcarcely

differ from feals; they turn themfelves in the water

with the fame facility as amphibious animals j they

have a fquare face, fmall eyes and feet} a broad

bread, and are of fhort ftature. None of thefe

characters feem to agree with the natives of Port

des Franfats-, they are much bigger, meagre, not

robuft, and unfkilful in the conflruclion of their

canoes, which are formed of a hollow tree raifed

on each fide with planks.

Like us, they fitri by flaking the rivers, or with a

line. In the latter method they are very ingenious

:

they fallen to every line a large feal's bladder, and

then throw it into the water; from every canoe

a dozen or fifteen lines may be caft; when the fifh

is hooked, it fets the bladder in motion, and the

canoe haftens after it ; two men may thus watch a

dozen or fifteen lines without the trouble of hold*

ing them in their hands *.

Thefe Indians have made much more progrefs

*...,." The fuccefs of their fimery, which is con-

« dueled in a very lingular manner. They bait their hook

" with a kind of fifh, called by the failors fquids, and having

« funk it to the bottom, they fix a bladder to the end of the

" line as a buoy, and mould that not watch fufficiently, they

i1 add another. Their lines are very jftrong, being made of

" the finews or inteftines of animals. Qne man is fufficient

«« to look after five or fix of thefe buoys, &c.
J'— Dixon's

Voyage, p. 174.—(Jr. Ed.)

La m
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in the arts than in morals, and their induftry is mora
advanced than that of the inhabitants of the South

Sea iflands; I except, however, agriculture, which,

by inclining man to ftay at home, fecuring his fub-

fiftenre, and ini'piring him with the dread of feeing

the land which he has cultivated ravaged, is per-

haps the properefb method of foftening his man-
ners, and making him fit for fociety.

The Americans of Port des Franfais know
how to forge iron, to fafhion copper, to fpin

the hair of different animals, and, by the help of

a needle, to fabricate with this yarn a tiffue equal

to our taptftry j they intermix in this tiffue narrow-

iti ips of otter's fkin, which gives their cloaks the

femblance of the fined: filk ihag. In no part of

the world can hats and bafkets of reeds be plaited

with more fkill; they figure upon them very

agreeable defigns • they alfo engrave very tolerably

figures of men and animals in wood and ftone;

they inlay boxes with mother of pearl, the form

of which is very elegant -, they make ornaments

of ferpentine,, to which they give the polifh of

marble.

Their weapons of attack and defence are the

dagger which I have already defcribed, a lance

made of wood hardened by fire, or with iron, accord-

ing to the wealth of the owner ; and laftly, a bow
and arrows^ which are generally tipped at the point

witli
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with copper j but thefe bows have nothing par-

ticular in them, and are not near fo ftrong as thofe

of many other nations.

I found amongft their trinkets pieces of yellow

amber, but 1 am ignorant whether it be a production

oftheir country, or whether, like the iron, they have

received it from the old continent by their indirect

communication with the Ruffians.

I have already mentioned, that {even large ca-

noes had been call away at the entrance of the

harbour; thefe canoes weie thirty-four feet long,

four broad, and fix deep; thefe confiderabie di-

menfions rendered them very proper for making

long voyages. They were covered with feal fkins,

.

after the manner of the Efquimaux, which induced

us to think, that Port des Francais was a repofi-

tory, and only inhabited during the rlihsng feafon.

It feemed to us poffibie, that the Efqirmaux from

the vicinity of Shumagin IfUnds, and the penin-

fula explored by captain Cook, extended their

commerce as far as this part of America, that

they here distributed iron and other articles, and

that, with advantage to themfelves, they car-

ried back otters fkins, which they f ek after

with the greatell eagernefs. Tne ftiape of the

wrecked canoes, and the vaft quantity of fkins tor

which we trafficked, and which might have been

JL 3 collected
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colle&ed here for the purpofe of being fold to

thcfe ftrangers, feem to fupport this conjedure,

which I fhould not however hazard, but that it

appears to explain, better than any other, the origin

of the iron and other European merchandizes in

their poUeffion.

I have fpoken of the paflion of thefe Indians

for play; that to which they deliver themfelves

up with the greater! avidity is abfolutely a game
of chance; they have thirty wooden pieces, each

having different marks like our dice ; of thefe they

hide fcvcn ; each of them plays in his turn, and

he whofe guefs comes nearer! to the number
marked upon the feven pieces, is the winner of the

flake agreed upon, which is generally a piece of

iron or a hatchet. This gaming renders them
ferious and melancholy ; I have neverthelefs very

frequently heard them fing : and when the chief

came to pay me a vific, he commonly paddled

round the fhip finging, his arms extended in the

form of a crofs in token of friendfhip; he then

came on board, and played a pantomime, which

was expreffive either of combats, furprifes, or

death. The air which preceded this dance was

agreeable, and tolerably harmonious. Here is one

of them which we were enabled to note *
;

Thofe who have the ftroneeit take tiie air 3

third lower, and the women a third higher than the natural

pitch

;



ROUND THE WORLD. I$I

pfe^jj^p

feasissri

pitch ; fome of them fing an oftave, and frequently make a

reft of two bars in a place where the air is hi^hefl.

h 4 M. de
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^

M. de Lamanon is the author of the following
differtation upon the language of thefc people \ I
only give in this place the numerical terms, for
the purpofe of fatisfying thcfe readers who love
to compare thofe of different idioms*.

°ne> • keirrk.

Two, theirh-f.

Three, ndjk.

Four> taakhonn.

^ivc
; keitfchine.

pixa .,.,.,«.. , hleitouchou.

Seven, takatouchou.

Eight> netjkatouchou.

Nine, toa&o£
Ten, tchinecate.

Eleven, keirkrha-keirrh

Twelve, keirkrha-theirh.

Thirteen, ....... heirkrhaneijk.

Fourteen, hirkrha-taakhoun.

• A more extenfive vocabulary, comprifing the languages
of the different people vifited by thefe navigators, has been
mentioned

;
it was the work of the united care of Meffrs.

Monneron, LefTeps, Lavaux, Lamanon, Monges, and Re-
ceveur, but it is not arrived.^{Fr. £d.J

f To reprefent the r guttural, which thefe people pro-
nounce ftill harder than the Germans the cbr, the rh has been
fubftituted, as if it were pronounced rhahiller, fpeaking
very thick, and as more conformable to the French lan-
guage.

Fifteen^
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Fifteen, hirkrha-keitfchine.

Sixteen, . . keirkrha-kleitouchou.

Seventeen, : keirkrha-takatouchou.

Eighteen, .
keirkrha-netjkatouchou.

Nineteen, Mrkrba-kouehok.

Twenty, . tleirha.

Thirty, • neijkrba.

forty, taakbcunrha.

Fifty, keitjchmerha.

Sixty, kleitouchourha.

Seventy, . takatouchourha.

Eighty, netjkatouchourha.

Ninety, kouehokrha.

A hundred, .-...» tchinecaterha.

" Our characters cannot exprefs the language of

thefe people ; they have, in facl, fome articulations

fimilar to ours, but to many of them we are abfo-

lutely ftrangers; they make no ufe of the confb-

nants b, f, x, j, d, p, v ; and notwithstanding their

talent for imitation, they cannot pronounce the

firft four. They had the fame difficulty in the l,

and the g n liquidated ; they pronounce the letter

r as if it were double, and by fpeaking it very

thick: they alfo pronounce the chr of the Ger-

mans with as great a roughnefs as the Swifs of

particular cantons. They have befides an articu-

lated found very difficult to feize upon, an imi-

tation of which cannot be attempted without ex-

citing
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citing laughter j it is partly reprefented by the

letters kblrl, making only one fyliable pronounced
equally from the throat and tongue j this fyllable

is found in the word kblrleies, which fignifies hair.

Their initial confonants are k, t, n, s, m j the firfl

are thofe they mod frequently ufe j none of their

words begin with r, and their termination is al-

moft always in ou 3 outs, oulch, or in vowels. The
thick fpeaking, the frequency of the letter k,

and the double confonants, render this language

extremely rugged , it is lefs guttural among the

men than the women, who cannot pronounce the

labials on account of the round piece of wood,

named kentaga, which is fixed on their under lip.

" The roughnefs of their language is notfo per-

ceptible when they fing. I have been able to

make only a few obfervarions on their parts of

fpeech, from the difficulty of communicating ab-

ftract ideas by figns : I recoiled, however, that

thev have interjections expreffive of admiration,

wr?th, and pleafure: I do not think that they

have any articles, for I found no words that recur

often, and which ferve to connect their fpeech. I

mowed them the tooth of a feal, they called it

kaourre, and they afterwards gave the fame name,

without any variation, to a whole parcel of teeth.

They have very few collective names j they have

not fufficiently generalized their ideas to have

obtained terms even in a fmall degree abftractedj

thev
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they have not fo far particularized them as to

avoid giving the fame name to very diftindt

things ; thus with them kaaga equally fignifies head

and face, and the word alcaou, chief and friend. I

did not find any fimilarity between this language

and that of Alafhka, Norton, Nootka, or that of

the Greenlanders, Efquimaux, Mexicans, Naudo-

weiTees, and Chipawas, whofe vocabularies I have

compared. I pronounced to them words from

thefe different idioms \ they comprehended none

of them, though I varied my pronunciation as

much as 1 poflibly could: but although there

may not perhaps be an idea or a thing which is

expreffed by the fame word among the Indians of

Port des Franfais, and the people whom I have

juft cited, there feems to be a confiderable affinity

of found between this language and that of

Nootka Sound. The k is in both the pre-

vailing letter, and is found in aimed every word.

The initial and terminating confonants are fre-

quently the fame, and it is hot perhaps impoffible

that this language and the Mexican may have a

common origin ; but if this origin exift, it muft

go back to a very remote period, fince thefe

idioms have no refemblance but in the firft ele-

ments of words, and not in their fignification."

I will finilh the article refpe&ing thefe people

by faying, that we have not perceived among

them any trace of anthropophagifm j but it is fo

general
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general a cuftom among the Indians of America,

that I ftiould ftill perhaps have this trait to add to

their picture, had they been at waiy and taken any

prifoners %

I
"

CHAPTER X.

Departurefrom Port des Francis—Exploring of the

Coaft of America - Bay of Captain Cook's IJlands—
Tort of Los Remedies, and Bucarelli, of the Pilot

Maurelle—La Croyere IJlandsSaint CarlosIJlands

—Defcription of the Coajl from Crofs- Sound as

far as CapeHetlor—Reconnoitring ofa great Gulph

or Channel, and the exaa Determination of its

Breadth Sartine IJlands— Captain Cook's Woody
Point— Verification ofour ^ime-keepers—Breaker's

Point—Necker Ifiands—Arrival at Monterey.

(AUGUST, SEPTEMBER," I786.)

nr h e forced flay which I had juft made at Port

des Francois had obliged me to change my
plan of my voyage on the American coaft j I had

ftill time to run it down, in order to determine

its direction, but it was irnpoflible to think of

* Captain J. Meares has proved, in the narrative of his

voyages, that the people who inhabit the north-well coaft of

America are cannibals.—(Fr, Ed.)

touching
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touching at any other place, and ftill lefs to re-

connoitre every bay : all my intentions were

obliged to be made fubordinate to the abfolute

neceftity of arriving at Manilla by the end of Ja-

nuary, and at China in the courfe of February,

in order to be enabled to employ the following

fummer in reconnoitring the coafts of Tartary,

Japan, Kamtfchatka, and even to the Aleutian

lflands. I faw, with grief, that fo vaft a plan

left only time to obferve objects, and never that

of clearing up any doubt j but obliged to navigate

feas in the monfoon, it was neceffary either to

lofe a year, or arrive at Monterey between the

iothand 15th of September, to pafs there only fix

or feven days, to complete our wood and water,

and afterwards with all porfible fpeed to traverfe

the Great Ocean, over a fpace of more than 120"

of longitude, or near two thoufand four hundred

lea' leagues, becaufe between the tropics the de-

grees differ very little from thofe on the equator.

I had reafon to be apprehenfive, that I lliould

not have time to vifit, according to my inftruc-

tions, the Caroline lflands, and thofe to the north

of the Marian lflands. The exploring of the Ca-

rolines might more or lefs depend on the quick-

nefs of our run, and we had reafon to fuppofe it

would be very long, from the bad failing of our

fhips ; befides, the geographical fituation of thefe

iflands, which lie very much to the weftward

and

1111
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and to leeward, rendered it very difficult to

comp rife them in the further plan of my voyage
fouth of the line.

Thefe different confiderations determined me>
in cafe of feparation, to give M. de Langle a new
rendezvous ; I had previoufty fixed upon the

ports of los Remedios and Nootka; we had agreed

not to go into harbour but at Monterey, and this

laft port was preferred, becaufe, that being the

moft diftant, we fhould have a greater quantity of

wood and water to replace there.

Our difafter at Port des Franfais required fome

changes in our ftaff eftablifhment ; I gave M.
Darbaud, a verywell informed midfhipman, an

order to act as enfign ; and I gave a lieutenant's

commiflion to M. Broudou, a young volunteer,

who fince our departure from France had ^iven

many proofs of his zeal and abilities.

I prbpofed to the officers and paffengers, that

our peltry fhould be fold at China, for the fole

profit of the failors ; and my propofition being

unanimoufly received with tranfport, I gave

orders to M. Dufrefne to become their fuper-

cargo. This commiflion he executed with a zeal

and underftanding that I cannot too highly ap-

plaud. He was made our principal agent in

purchasing, packing up, and choice of the place

o( fale of thefe different furs j and as I am
pofitive
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pofitive, that there was not a fingle fkin privately

purchafed, this arrangement enabled us to know

with the utmoft precifion the price they would

fetch in China, which might vary from a com-

petition of fellers ; it was befides more advan-

tageous to the failors, who were convinced^ that

their health and their interefts had always been the

principal objects of our attention.

The commencement of our new voyage was not

very fortunate, and by no means agreed with my
impatience. In the firft eight and forty hours we

ran only fix leagues: the light breezes during thefe

two days ran round the compais from north to

fouth.j the weather was gloomy and foggy; we

were always diftant from three to four leagues and

in fight of the low lands, but the high mountains

were only vifible at intervals $ it was fufficiently fo

to connect our bearings, and precifely to determine

the lying of the coaft, of the principal points o£

which we took care to lay down the latitude and

longitude with alLpoffibl'e accuracy. I was very

defirous, that the winds might put it in my power

to explore this coaft rapidly as far as Cape Edge-

cumbe or Enganno, becaufe it had been already

feen by captain Cook, who had in fact pafTed it at

a very eonfiderablt diftance ; but his obfervations

were fo exact, that he could only have made the

mod trifling errors, and being equally in hafte

with this celebrated navigator, I felt that I could

not.
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not, any more than he, look after details, \ which

ought to be the object of a particular expedition,

and to which it might be necefTary to dedicate

feveral feafons. I was in the utmoft impatience

to arrive in $5°, and to have a little time to allot

to this furvey as far as Nootka, from which a gale

of wind had driven off captain Cook fifty or fixty

leagues. It is in this part of America, according

to M de Guignes, that the Chinefe rnuft have

landed, and it is in thefe fame latitudes, alio, that

admiral Fuentes found the mouth of the- archipe-

lago Saint Lazarus.

I was far from placing confidence in the con-

jectures of M. de Guignes, or in the narrative of

the Spanifh admiral, the exigence of whom I think

may be difputed ; but (truck with the obfervation

I have already made, that all the iflands and coun-

tries pointed out in the ancient narratives of the

Spaniards, though very defectively laid down as to

latitude and longitude, have been found again in

thefe latter periods, I was inclined to believe, that

feme ancient navigator of that laborious nation

had found a bay, the mouth of which might be in

this part of the coaft, and chat this fingle fact had

ferved as a foundation to the ridiculous romance

of Fuentes and Bernarda. It was not my inten-

tion to penetrate into this channel if I mould meet

with it j the feafon was too far advanced; and I

could not afford to facrifice the whole plan of my
voyage
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voyage to this inquiry, but in the hope of being

able to get into the eaft fea by crofting America 5

being certain, however, fince Hearne's voyage,

that this paflage was a chimera *, I was refolved

to afcertain only the breadth of this channel, and

its depth as far as twenty-five or thirty leagues,

according to the time I mould have to fpare :

leaving it to nations who, like the Spaniards, the

Englim, and Americans, have pofTeffions on the

continent of America, to make a more exact fur-

vey, which cannot prove of any advantage to

the general interefl of navigation, which was the

only object of our voyage.

The fog, the rain, and calms continued till the

4th at noon, at which time our obfervations gave

us 57 45' north latitude, three leagues from the

land, which we could only perceive in a confufed

manner through the fog; this luckily difperfed at

four o'clock, and we perfectly diftinguifhed the

entrance of Crofs Sound, which feemed to form

two very deep bays, where it is probable fhips-

would find a good anchorage.

The high mountains covered with fnow, and the

peaks of which are from thirteen to fourteen hun-

* La Peroufe, too honeft to fufpe& in the narrative of

Hearne's voyage the publication of a political falfehood, in

this place delivers an opinion diametrically oppofite to mine.

I will hereafter return to this important queftion (Fr. Ed.)

See the £rfl note in ch. 1, vol. i, and the note p. 64 of

this vol.—T.

Vol. II. M dred
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dred toifes in height, terminate at Crofs Sound,

The lands which border upon the fea, although

ftill elevated as high as eight or nine hundred

toifes, are covered with trees even to the fummit,

and the chain of primitive mountains feemed to go

a great way into the interior of America. At fun-

down I fet the weft point of Crofs Sound, bearing

north 2 5 weft, at about five leagues diftancej

Mount Fair Weather then bore north 50 weft,

and Mount Crillon north 45 weft. This moun-

tain, ,almoft as high as Mount Fair Weather, is to

the- northward of Crofs Sound, as Mount Fair

Weather is to the northward of Port des Franfais ;

they Terye as marks for the harbour to which they

aresadjacent .j : in coming from the fouthward the

<aafe might .eafily be taken for the other, if there

were not a difference of 1
5' in their latitude ; be-

fidesjfrom all points of the compafs Mount Fair

Weather appears to be accompanied by two moun-

tainsnot quite fo high as itfelf, and Mount Crillonj

more irifulated, has its point, inclined towards the

fouth. I continued to run along the coaft at three

leagues diftance\% the mountains being all the time

covered with fog, we could only fee the low lands

at particular intervals, and we endeavoured to dif-

tinguifh their fummits, that we might not lofe the

connexion of our bearing,

We made but very little way; the run of

twenty-four hours not being more than ten leagues:

.

'
at
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at day-break I fet a cape which is to the fouth

of the entrance of Crofs Sound, bearing north

29 weft; I called it Cape Crofs*. We had

abreaft of us an infinite number of fmall low

iflands, very woody j the high hills appeared in

the middle ground, and we no longer perceived

the mountains covered with fnow. I approached

the little iflands, even till I faw from the deck the

breakers of the coaft, and I difcovered between

them feveral pafTages, which might perhaps form

good roadfteads : it is to this part of America that

captain Cook gave the name of tfhe Bay of Iflands.

At fun-fet the entrance of Port Los Remedios

bore eaft 2° fouth, that of Guadaloupe Bay, eaft

2i° fouth, and Cape Enganno alfo eaft 23° fouth j

but all thefe capes and points were imperfectly

afcertained, by reafon of the fogs which covered

their fummits.

From Crofs Sound as far as Cape Enganno;

ever an extent of twenty -»five leagues of coaft, I

am convinced, that twenty different ports might

be found, and three months would fcarcelf be

fufficient to develope this labyrinth. I limited

* Cook alfo called it Cape Crofs, but he fixed the latitude

of it in 57° 57'. This difference mull arife from the confi-

guration of the coaft, which prefents in this place a great

many capes, and Cook mud certainly have determined the

fituation of that, which upon the chart is feen to be the fouth?

ernmoft.—(Fr. Ed.)

M 2 myfelf

H
ill
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myfelf according to the plan that I laid down on

our departure from Port des Franfais> to deter-

mine very exactly the beginning and the end of

thefe iflands, as well as their direction along the

coaft, with the entrance of the principal bays.

On the 6th the weather became a little clearer;

we were able to obferve the fun's altitude, and

-compare the true time with that of our time-

keepers. Our latitude was 57 i8
/
40

//

, and our

longicude, taken from our recently regulated time-

keepers, obferved upon Cenotaph Ifland, 13 8° 49'

30". I have already fpoken of the perfection of

the fea time- keepers of M. Berthoud, their lofs,

on the average of the fun's daily motion, is fo tri-

fling and uniform, that there is reafon to think this

artift has attained the higheft degree of perfection

of which they are fufceptible.

The whole day of the fixth was tolerably clear,

and our bearings were taken as correctly as we

could .defire. At feven o'clock in the evening we

Hill perceived Mount Crillon, bearing north 66*

wer>, Mount Saint Hyacinth, north 7 8° eaft, and

Cape Enganno *, eaft io° fouth : this laft is a low

land, covered with trees, which juts a great way

into the fea, and upon which refts Mount Saint

Hyacinth, the form of which is a truncated cone,

* Mount Saint Hyacinth and Cape Enganno of the Spa-

niards, are Cook's Mount Edgecumbe and Cape Edgecumbe.

—(Fr. Ed.)

rounded
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rounded at the top ; its elevation may be at leafl

two hundred toifes.

On the 7th in the morning, we perceived the

fide of Cape Enganno oppofite to that along which

we had run the day before. The out-line of Mount

Saint Hyacinth was perfectly well defined^ and we

difcovered to the caftward of this mount a large

bay, the depth of which was hidden from us by

the fog ; but it is fo open to the fouth and fouth-

eaft winds, which are the moft dangerous, that it

behoves navigators to be extremely cautious of

anchoring there *. The land is covered with

trees, and of the fame degree of elevation as that

to the fouthward of Crofs Sound ; a little fnow

covered the tops of them, and they are fo pointed

and numerous, that the fmalleft change of pafition

is fufficient to alter their appearance j thefe fum-

mits are fome leagues in the interior, and bound

the horizon : the hills are placed with their backs

to each other, and are joined to a low and uneven

coaft, which is terminated by. the fea. Some

ifiands, like thofe of which I have already Ipoken,

* Dixon came to an anchor there to traffic for furs ; he

gave it the name of Norfolk Sounds its north latitude is

in 57 3
7

; and its weft longitude, reckoned from the meridian

of Paris, in 13 8° 16'.

He anchored in eight fathoms, fandy ground, at three

quarters of a mile from the (hore. Cook perceived the aper»

ture of this found the 2d of May 1778, but did not anchor

in it,—(Fu Ed.)

M 3 lie

i
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lie in front of this uneven coaft ; we have only

noticed the mod remarkable, the others are laid

down upon the draught promifcuoufly, as a fign

that they are very numerous 5 thus from the north

and fouth of Enganno, for a fpace -often leagues,

the coaft is bordered with iflands. At ten o'clock

in the morning we had doubled the whole of them j

the hills were apparent to the naked eye, and we

were enabled to take the outlines of them. At

fix o'clock in the evening we fet to the north-eaft

a cape which ran a good way to the weftward,

and with Cape Enganno formed the fouth-eaft

point of the great bay3 one third of which, as I

have already faid, is filled with little iflands. From

the end of thefe iflands to the new cape we law two

large bays *, which feemed to be of great depth, I

gave to this laft cape the name of Cape Tjchiri-

kowj in honour of the celebrated Ruffian navigator,

who, in 174T, landed in this fame part of America.-

Behind the cape to the eaftward, there is a large

* Thefe two bays, which la Peroufe has named Port

decker and Port Guibert, are fo near, that it cannot be deter-

mined at which of them Dixon touched ; but this navigator

having run down the coaft from the right to the left of his an-

chorage, which he called Port Banks, only found bays much

fmaller than that where he was, and entirely uninhabited.

The latitude of Port Banks is in - - - 56 35'

And its well longitude, reckoned from the

meridian of Paris^ is ------ J37 20"

&(fr, Ed.J
and
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and deep bay, which I alfo named fybiri-kow Bay.

At feven o'clock in the evening, I got fight of a

group of five idets *, feparated from the continent

by a channel of four or five leagues, and of which

neither captain Cook nor pilot Maurelle have

made the leaft mention. I have called this group

La Croyere IJlands, from the name of the French

geographer DeliQe de la Croyere, who embarked

with Captain Tfchiri-kow, and died during the

voyage. As the night approached, I fhaped my

eourfe fo as to gain an offing. The bretze from

the weft continued to be favourable to us during

the whole day of the 8th; we obferved in 55° 39/

31" north latitude, and 137 5' if weft longi-

tude, according to our time-keepers. We law

many great openings between fome confiderable

inlands, which were vifible to us in various direc-

* Dixon has marked thefe five iflets on his chart, under

the name of Hazy IJles.

Determination of la Peroufe.

North latitude 55° 5°'

Weft longitude -\> 137° «*'

Deterfnhtation of Dixon.

North latitude 55° 5°'

Well longitude, reduced to meridian of

Pads - - 137° <>' 45"

I think it unneceffary to enter into any detail to prove,

that in every refpecl: the determinations of la Perouie are

entitled to a preference.—(Fr. Ed.)

M 4 tions, II
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tions, while the continent was at fo great a dis-

tance as to be entirely out of fight. This new
archipelago, very different from the firft, begins
four leagues to the fouth-eaft of Cape Tfchiri-
kow, and probably extends as far as Cape He&or :

in the vicinity of thefe iflands, the currents were
very ftrong, and we felt their influence at the dif-

tance of three leagues. Port Bucarelii, of the

Spanifn pilot Maurelle, is in this quarter. I have
not been able, from his chart, or the explanation,

to diftinguifh any thing which can make it clear,

but his volcanoes and his Port Bucarelii are in

iflands diftant perhaps from the continent forty

leagues. I confefs I mould be but little furprifcd

if, from Crofs Sound, we had coafted along no-
thing but iflands *i for the afpect of the land was
very different from that more to the northward,
and I faw the high chain ofMount Crillon lofe it-

felf in the eaft.

On the 9th, at feven o'clock in the morning,

* Dixon is of the fame opinion, snd I think founded on
the fame probabilities.

" So that we were near the middle of the
« ifland towards the northward and eaftward. In this fitua-

« tion we faw high land to the north- weft, near 30 leagues
« diftant, and which evidently was the fame we had feen
« on the iftof July. This circumftance clearly proved, the
«* land we had been coafting along for near a month, to
"be a group of iflands."—.Dixon's Voyage, p. 2 16,31*

—

(Fr.Ed.J

we
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we continued to run along the land at three

leagues diftance, and I made the Saint Carlos

Iflands ; the mod confiderable of them lies fouth-

eaft and north- weft, and the circumference of it

may be about two leagues; along chain joins it

to other very low iflets which are farther advanced

in the channel. I am perfuaded, however, that

there is a paffage fufficiently wide*, but I was

not fufficiently certain of it to put it to the trial,

becaufe it was neceffary to run in before the wind,

and if my conjectures on it were not well founded,

there might have beer, confide-able difficulty in

regaining an offing from Saint Carlos Iflands, and

I fhould have loft much precious time. I ranged

along that which was the outermoft, half a league

off, and being at this diftance exactly at noon, eaft

and weft from the fouth-eaft point, we afcer-

tained its fituation with the utmoft precifion, in

54 48' north latitude, 136° 19' longitude

weft.

There was a frefh breeze weft-north- weft, and

the weather became foggy : I crowded fail towards

the land, which was enveloped in fog in proportion

as we came nearer to it. At half paft feven

o'clock in the evening, we were lefs than a league

from the coaft, which I with difficulty perceived,

* This paffage feems to exift; Dixon alfo faw it, and

made ufe of it to trace, partly by guefs, theftrait to which he

gave his own name.

—

(Fr. Ed,

J

though
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though I faw the breakers from deck; I fct a

high-bearing cape eaft-north-eaft, beyond which

nothing was to be feen j it was not poffible for us

to form a judgment of the direction of this

land, I therefore determined to put about, and

wait for clearer weather : the fog had fcarcely dif-

perfed for a moment.

On the ioth of Auguft, towards noon, we ob-

ferved in 54 20' north latitude, and 13 5
20' 45"

well longitude, according to our time-keepers. At

four o'clock in the morning I tacked and ftood in

fhore, and perceived it in a bright part of the hori-

zon, a league and a half off, to the fouth-eaft ; it

refembled an ifland, but fo tranfient/and of fo little

extent the clear, that it was impofiible to diftinguifh -

any thing. We did not expect the land from this

point of the compafs, which increafed our uncer-

tainty as to the direction of the coaft. We had,

during the night, palled through the moft rapid

currents that I had ever met with in the open fea,

but as our obfervations and dead reckonings

agreed, it is probable, that the currents were

occafioned by the tide, and had fet equally ftrong

each way.

The weather became very bad during the night

between the ioth and the nth; the fog thick-

ened ; it blew very frefh, and I tacked and ftood

off more. At day-break we ftretched in for the

land, and approached fo near to it, that though

/ it
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it was in a mift, I diftinguifhed, at one o'clock in

the afternoon, the fame point as the evening

before, which extended from north-north-weft tc

fouth-eaft a quarter fouth, and which conne&s

almoft all our bearings, leaving, however, a

chafm of eight or nine leagues, where we per-

ceived no land •> I do not know whether the fog

concealed it from us, or whether there be fome

deep bay, or other opening, in this part, which I

prefume to be the cafe, on account of the ftrong

currents, of which I have already fpoken. We
would not have left a doubt remaining on that

head, had the weather been clear, for we ap-

proached within lefs than a league of the coaft, the

breakers on which were diftinctly perceived ; it

runs, much more to the fouth-eaft than I imagined,

from the chart of the Spanifh pilot, which does

riot merit any confidence. Our obfervation at

noon was 54 9/ 26" north latitude ; I continued

running along the coaft, at a league's diftance, till

four o'clock in the evening, the fog then thickened

fo much that we could not perceive the Aftro-

labe, of which we were then within hail, I there-

fore tacked and flood off fhore.- It had not in

the leaft cleared up during the day of the 12th,

and I kept an offing of ten leagues, becaufe I was

in an uncertainty as to the direction of the land.

On the 13th and 14th the weather was foggy, and

#lmoft calm -, I took advantage of theft light airs

to
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to- approach near the coaft, from which we were
till diftant five leagues at fix o'clock in the
evening.

From the Saint Carlos [(lands, we had no
ground, even at a league from the land,, with a
hundred and twenty fathoms of line.

On the 15th in the morning the weather cleared

up 1 we ran within two leagues of the coaft; it was

in fome places bordered by breakers which ex-

tended eonfiderably from the ihore; the wind
Mew from the eaftward, and we deferred in this

point of the compafs a great bay : the horizon
was very extenfrve, though the iky was gloomy,*

we could fee eighteen or twenty leagues of coaft

em each fide j it extended from north-north- eaft

to fouth-fouth-eaft, and appeared to ft retch fouth-

fcuth-eaft and north-north-v/eft, much further

fbuth than I imagined.

At eight o'clock in the morning I was under
the- neeeffity of Handing to fea, on account of the

thick fog with which we were enveloped, and
which lafted till the 16th at ten o'clock; we then

perceived the land very conftifedly in the north-

«a£U the fog foon obliged us to tack and ftand

again offlhore. The whole day of the 17th was
calm j the fog at length difperfed, and I faw the

coaft about eight leagues off. This want of wind

prevented me from approaching it, but we made
excellent lunar obfervationsj. for the nrft time fince

our
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our departure from Port des Francais. Our lati-

tude was 53
a iV 4</' north; our longitude, ac-

cording to our time-keepers, 136 52^ 57^ • the

mean refult of our diftances gave 137° 27' 58" or

3 5' 1" more to the weft, and that of the Aftrolabe

i5
/

lefs. The breeze from the weft-north-wefi:

having frefhened, and the weather remaining clear,

I neared the land, and on the eighteenth at noon

I was within a league and a half of it ; I ran along

it at this diftance, and I difcovered a bay running

fo far into the country, that I could not fee the

land by which it was terminated : I gave it the

name of de la louche Bay ; it is fituate in 5 2° 39'

north latitude, and 134 49' wcft longitude; I

have no doubt but it affords very good anchor-

I

A league and a half more to the eaftward wc

faw a hollow, in which it might be equally poffible

that there was a melter for fhips, but this place

feemed to me to be very inferior to de la Touche,

Bay. From the 55th as far as the 53d degree the

fea was covered with a fpecies of diver, named by

Buffon the macarmx of Kamtjchaika ; it is black, its

beak and feet are red, and it has upon its head two

white ftripes, which raife themfelves in tufts like

thofe of the cockatoo. We faw fome of them to

the fouthward, but they were fcarce, and appear to

be in fome meafure wanderers. Thefe birds

jiever go farther than five or Cm leagues from the

land*
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land, and navigators who fall in with them during

a fog may be allured, that they are not more than

that diftance from the ihore : we killed two of them,

which were fluffed. This bird is only known by
means of Behring's voyage *.

On the 19th, in the evening, we difcovered a

cape which appeared to terminate the coaft of

America j the horizon was very clear, and we faw

beyond only four or five fmall iflets, to which I

gave the name of Kerouart IJlands, and called the

point Cap HeRor, "We had a dead calm during

the whole night, about three or four leagues from

the land, but at day- break a light breeze from the

north-weft enabled me to near it; I then faw

clearly that the coaft I had followed for two hun-

dred leagues finifhed in this place, and probably

formed the opening of a very large channel or

gulph, as I perceived no land to the eaft, though

the weather was very clear; I theri fhaped my
courfe to the northward, for the purpofe ofdif-

covering the back of the lands which I had juft

before run along to the eaftward. I coafted along

Kerouart Iflands and Cape He&orf at the diftance

* "Captain Cook alfo met with it on the coaft of Alafhka.

—(Fr. Ed.)

f Cajpe St. James, of Dixon. According to Peroufe it

lies 51 57' 20" north latitude, and 133 y/ weft longitude.

According to Dixon 51° 46' north latitude, 132° 20' weft

longitude.—(Fr. Ed.)

Of
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of a league, and I croffed at the fame diftance fome.

very ftrong currents, which even obliged me to

bear up and ftand off fhore. Cape Hector, which

forms the entrance of this new channel, appeared

to me to be a point, the exact determination of

which was very interefting. Its latitude is 51 57'

ao" north j and its longitude, according to our

time -keepers, 13 3 37' weft. Night prevented

me from getting farther to the northward, and I

therefore flood on and off fhore. At day-break

I again fhaped my courfe the fame as on the for-

mer day i the weather being very clear, I faw the

other fide of de la Touche Bay, to which I gave

the name ofCape Buache, more than twenty leagues

from the eaftern coaft, which I had run along

during the preceding days. Recollecting at that

moment the form of the land from Crofs Sound, I

was inclined to think that this refembled the Gulph

of California, and even extended into 57 of north

latitude. Neither the feafon, nor my further

plans, would fuffer me to afcertain the fact, but

I wifhed at leaft to determine with precifion

the width, eaft and weft, of this gulph or channel,

whichever it may be called, and I flood to the

north-eaft. On the 21ft at noon I obferved in

52 1'" north latitude, and 133 j' 31" weft lon-

gitude ; Cape Hector bore fouth-weft ten or

twelve leagues, and we had no foundings. The

wind foon fhifced to the fouth-eaft j a thick fog

fucceeded



176 la p£rouse*s voyage

fucceeded to the clear weather, which had In the

morning permitted us to fee land at eighteen or

twenty leagues diftance ; it blew very frefh, and

prudence forbad me any longer to continue my
cpurfe to the north-north- eaft ; I hauled my wind>
and flood on and off under, clofe- reefed topfails

during the night. At day-break, the wind having

fallen, I tacked and flood in for the land, though

the horizon was flill foggy, and I perceived it at

noon through the fog. My latitude by account

was then 5 2° 22'; the coafl extended from north

I eaft to eaft f north, and by the lead we had a

hundred fathoms water, rocky ground. After a

very fhort interval of a clear fky, the fog came on

again; it threatened to blow hard, and I again

made a ftretch into the offing, but I had fortu-

nately taken very good bearings, and I was well

afiured of the breadth of this gulph or channel

from eaft to weft ; itcomprifed about thirty leagues

between Cape Hector and Cape Fleurieu*, the

name given by me to the fouth-eafternmoft ifland of

* Dixon calls it Cape Cox.

Cape Fleurieu of la Peroufe.

North latitude -----»-• 51 45'

Well longitude ----_._„ j^ l* 15'

Dixon's Cape Cox.

North latitude --------- 51 30'

Weil longitude, reduced to meridian of Par^s 1 30 32'

-~fFr. Id.)
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the new group, which I had juft difcovered upon the

eaftern coaft of this channel ; and it is behind this

group of iflands that I perceived the continent, the

primitive mountains ofwhich, without trees, and co-

vered with fnow, fhewedthemfelves infeveral direc-

tions, having peaks which feemedtobe fituate more

than thirty leagues in the interior of the country.

All that we had feen of this kind from Crofs

Sound were comparatively hills, and my conjec-

tures as to a bay fix or feven degrees to the

northward were ftill more ftrengthened. The
feafondid not iufFer me to clear up this opinion any

farther^ it was already the end of Auguft j the

fogs were almoft continual j the days alfo began

to Ihorten; but a ftill ftronger motive, the ap-

prehenfion of miffing the China monfoon, in-

duced me to relinquiih this refearch, to the

completion of which at lead fix weeks would

be neceflary, on account of the various precautions

requifite in thefe kind of voyages, which can

only be undertaken with propriety during the

longeft and fineft days in the year. A whole feafon

would not be more than fufficient for a fimilar la-

bour, which ought to be the object of a particular

expedition; ours, far more extenfive, was accom-

plifhed by the precife determination of the width of

this channel, up which we had penetrated aboutthirty

leagues to the northward : we alfo afcertained the la-

titudes and longitudes of the capes, which form the

Vol. II. N extremities
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extremities of its entrance, which are deferving

of the fame confidence as thofe of the mod re-

markable capes on the coaft of Europe. I was

forry to fee, that during three and twenty days

fince our departure from Tort des Franfais, we

had made very little way, and I had not an in-

ftant to lofe till I reached Monterey. The reader

will eafiiy perceive, that during the whole courfe

of this voyage, my thoughts have always been

obliged to precede my ihip two or three hundred

leagues, becaufe my feveral courfes were continually

fubjecled either to monfoons, or to feafons, in every

part of the two hemifpheres which 1 had occafion to

run over, being obliged to fail in high latitudes, and

to crofs ftraits between New Holland and New
Guinea which might probably be fubjeft to the

fame monfoons as thofe of the Moluccas, or

other iflands of that fea.

The fog was very thick during the night; I flood

to the fouth-fouth-weft ; at day-break the wea-

ther cleared up, but was of fhort duration -, at eleven

o'clock, however, the fky again became clear. We
fet Cape Fleurieu, bearing north- eaft by north, and

had excellent obfervations. Our latitude was

51° 47' 54." north, and longitude, by our time-

keepers, 132 o' 50" weft. We were becalmed

the whole day; after fun-fet, the wind fhifted to

the north- weft, with a very foggy horizon; I had

previonfly
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previoufly fet Cape Fleurieu bearing north-eaft by-

north. Its latitude and longitude, as determined by

Monf. Dagelet, are 51 45'> and l 3 l ° °' I 5"

I have already mentioned, that this cape forms

the point of a very elevated ifland, behind which I

no longer perceived the continent, which was con-

cealed from me by the fog ; during the night it

became ftill thicker 5 and I frequently loft fight

of the Aftrolabe, whole bell I could neverthclefs

hear.

At day-break the weather became fine 3 Cape

Fleurieu bore north-weft 18 weft, diftant eighteen

leagues. The continent extended as far as eaft

;

the horizon, though dull, permitted us to fee it

twenty leagues off. I ftood to the eaftward in

order to near it, but the coaft again became

enveloped in fog, and cleared up in the fouth-

fouth-eaft, which enabled me to difcover a

cape in this point of the compafs. I changed

my courfe for fear of being embayed by run-

ning eaft, with the wind aft, which might have

made it difficult for me to get out j I fxmn per-

ceived that this land in the fouth-fouth-eaft, to-

wards which I was ftanding, confided of feveral

clufters of iflands, which extended from the con-

tinent to thofe in the offing, and upon which I did

not fee a bufh or a llirub j I patted one of them a

third of a league off; we faw wood and grafs

floating upon the coafb the latitude and longitude

N 2 of
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of the wefternmoft ifland are 50 56' and 13 1° 3$'.

I named the-fe different clutters Sartine IJlands*.

It is probable that a paffage may lie between them,

but it would not be prudent to engage in it with-

out precaution. After having doubled them, I

flood towards the continent, with my head to the

eaft fouth-eaft j it extended from north north-eaft

to fouth-eaft by eaft ; the horizon was a little foggy,

but tolerably extenfive. We could not diftinguifh

the tops of the mountains, but we faw the low

lands very diftincUy.

I ftood offand on during the whole night, that

I might not pafs by captain Cook's Woody Point,

which that navigator afcertained, and which formed

a continuation ofthe coaft from Mount Saint-Elias

to Nootka, and by procuring me the advantage

of a comparifon of our longitudes with his, would

deftroy all doubts that might exift as to the

exa&nefs of our determinations. At day-break I

fhaped my courfe for the land j I paffed within a

league and a half of the woody point, which at

noon bore north by weft, diftant about three leagues,

its precife latitude is 50 4' north, and its longitude

130* 25' weft. Captain Cook, who was not fo

• Beresford's Iflands, by Dixon, who fixes their

north latitude in ---.--. 50 52'

And weft longitude, reduced to the meridian

of Paris, in -„--..-.- 13a 3'

LZfFr. Ed.)

near
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near this point, and has only determined it from

barings, lays it down upon his charts in 50 , and

130° do', reduced to the meridian of Paris; that

is, 4 more to the fouthward, and 5' more to the

eaftward : but our determination is more deferv-

ing of confidence, becaufe we were much nearer

the land, and our eftimation of the diftances lefs

liable to errour. In this place it may be proper to

obferve the aftonifhing precifion of the new me-

thods ; they will afcertain, in lefs than a century,

the true fituation of every point of the earth, and

will advance the fcience of geography more than

all the ages that have preceded us.

The 25th I continued to run to the eaft-

ward, towards Noo.tka, Sound, which I had a

great defire to make before night, although the

fight of it could not be very interefting after the

exad determination of Woody Point. A thick

fog, which came on at five o'clock in the evening,

entirely obfcured the land from me, and I fhaped

my courfe towards the point of the breakers fifteen

leagues to .the fouthward of Nootka, for the pur-

pofe of making the part of the coaft comprifed

between the point ofthe breakers and Cape Flattery,

which captain Cook had it not in his power to

explore ; this fpace is about thirty leagues.

The weather was very foggy on the 46th; the

winds varied, with fudden fqualls from north- eaft to

N 3 fowsh*
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fouth- eaft, the barometer fel; ; neverthelefs there was
no wind j we were becalmed, and had not fteerage

way till the 28th. I had taken advantage of a few

light airs to ftand off from the coaft, which I fup-

pofed to lie to the fouth-eaft; we were furrounded

by little land birds, which fettled on our riggino-

;

feveral ofwhich we took, but as they were ofa fpecies

very common in Europe, they do not deferve a

particular defcription. At length, on the 28 th, at

five o'clock in the evening, there was a clear, and

we made and fet Cook's Breakers Point, which

bore north, the land afterwards extended as far

as north-eaft, the clear was of fhort continu-

ance, but we were enabled to take good bear-

ings.

On the 29th of Auguft the weather was Hill

thick, but the barometer rofe, and I fhaped my
courfe towards the land, hoping it would have

cleared up bef:re night : I founded every half hour;

we paffed from feventy fathoms, fandy ground, to

a bottom of round pebbles in forty fathoms water,

and after failing a league fell again into feventy-

five fathoms, muddy fand. It was evident that we
ha"d paffed over a bank, and it is not perhaps

ve»-y eafy to exp'ain how a mountain of round flint

Irenes, a hundred and fifty feet high, and a league

in extent, fhouid be tound upon a bed of fand eight

leagues from the more; it is well known, that thefe

flint ftones take a round form in confequence

of

"'
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of friftion, and this heaping up fuppofes a current

at the bottom of the Tea like that of a river.

At length there was, as I had flattered myfelf, a

clear at fun-fet, We fet the land from the eaft-

north-caft as far as north-weft by north, and thefe

bearings perfectly coincided with thofe of the pre-

ceding° evening. We had at noon obferved in.

4
8° 37', our longitude, according to our time-

keepers, was ia8° 21' 4**, The laft point that

we had feen from the fouth.eaft could not be at a

greater diftance than fix or feven leagues from Cape

Flattery, of which I was very defirous to get a

fight, but the fog was too thick.

On the 30th the fea became very high, the winds

varied from fouth to fouth-wefts I ftood into the

offing, and the clear part of the horizon being

lefs Than half a league, I fhaped my courfe parallel

to the coaft, in order to arrive fpeedily in 47 ,

with the intention of exploring it as far as the

45th degree, feeing that this part forms an hiatus

in captain Cook's chart.

On the 1 ft ofSeptember at noon, I made a point

or cape, whichbore north-north- eaft of us about ten

leagues, and, according to the bearing we took, in

47° The land extended to the eaft : I approached

it within three or four leagues? it was badly defined,

for the fog covered all its projecting parts. My.

north latitude, by meridional obfervation, was 46°

16' 21", and the longitude, by pur time-keepers,
J

N 4 l2?*
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i 27 i' 5" weft, by lunar obfervations 126* 33".
The currents upon thefe coafls run uncommonly
ftrong 5 we found ourfelves in whirlpools which
did not allow us to fleer even with a three knot
breeze, and at the distance offive leagues from land.

I ran down the coafl during the night, under an
eafy fail, with our head to the fouthward. At
day-break ftretched to the eaflward to- near
the land; we were becalmed four leagues from
the coafl, drifted about by the currents, which
caufed us to put about every inflant for fear of
running foul of the Afrrolabe, whofe fixation was
in no wife better than ours : fortunately, we had
good muddy ground to bring up in, if the currents
fhould have fet us towards the coafl; but the fea
ran extremely high, and our cables could with dif-
ficulty have refifted the pitching. Round Cape,
of the Spaniards, bore eafl 5° fouth of us j the land
extended afterwards as far as fouth-eaftj our lati-

tude at noon was 45° ss
< north ; our longitude, by

our time-keepers, 1 26 47'
'

3S
* well, and by lunar

obfervations 126" 22'. The weather at length
permitted us to take an observation ; this was the
fecond time fince our departure from Port des
Francais; it only differed from the longitude of
our timekeepers by 25* 3S\ This calm day
was one of themofl vexatious we had paffed fince
we left France ; there was not a breath of wind
during the night ; we founded every half hour, in

order

*
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order to anchor in fpite of the heavy fea, in cafe

we found ourfelves drifted towards the (hore ; but

we never found lefs than eighty fathoms, muddy

ground.

At day-break our diftance from the land was

the fame as the night before : our obfervations,

like thofe of the preceding day, gave us 45 55'-,

our bearings were nearly the fame, fo that, drifted

by contrary currents, it feemed as if, during the lafh

twenty-four hours, we had turned upon a pivot.

At length, at three o'clock, a light breeze fprung

up from the north-north-weft, by the afliftance of

which we were able to gain an offing, and get out

of thefe currents, in which we had been engaged

for two days ; this breeze difperfed a fog-bank

with which we had been enveloped, and which de-

prived us of the fight of land. There now only

remained five or fix leagues ofxoaft for us to ex-

amine, as far as 45 °, a point which captain Cook

had reconnoitred j the weather was very favour-

able, and I was too eager not to profit by this fair

wind. We crowded fail, and I fhaped my courfe

fouth by weft, almoft parallel to the coaft, which

runs north and fouth. The night was very fines

and at day-break we faw land north by eaft -, the

iky was clear in this part of the horizon, but very

foggy more to the eaftward, we nevertheless faw

the coaft lying eaft-north-eaft, and as far as eaft-

fouth-eaft, but only at intervals. At noon our la-

titude^

1IH
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tkude, by obfervation, was 44 41', and our time*,

keepers gave us 12 6° $6' 17" weft longitude ; we
were about eight leagues from the coaft, which we
neared by {landing a little more to the eaftward.

At fix o'clock in the evening we were four leagues

off ; the land extended from north- eaft to eaft-

fouth-eaft, and was very hazy. The night beiho-

fine, I ran along the land, which was feen by
moon -light : the fog however hid it from us at

fun-rife, but clearing up again at noon, it appeared

ilretching from north-eaft to fouth by eaft; we
founded in feventy-five fathoms water.

Our latitude was 42 58' 56", and longitude,

by time-keeper, 1 27 5' 20". At two o'clock

we were abreaft of nine little iflands or rocks,

diftant about a league from Cape Blanco, which

bore north-eail by eaft of us : I gave them
the name of IJles Necker. I continued to run

along the land, with our head to the fouth-fouth-

eaft, and at three or four leagues diftance we only

perceived the tops of the mountains above the

clouds, which were covered with trees, and with-

out fnow. At night the land extended as far as

fouth-eaft ; but the men at the maft-head affured

us they had feen it as far as fouth by eaft.

Uncertain as to the direction of this coaft, which

bad
,
never been explored, I flood to the fouth-

fouth-weft, under an eafy fail. At day-break

we again perceived the land, which ftretched

1 from
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from north to north by eaft. I fteered fouth-

eaft by eaft, in order to approach it, but at feven

o'clock in the morning a thick fog once more hid

it from our fight. We found the fky lefs clear

in this part of America than in the high latitudes,

where navigators enjoy, at leaft by intervals,

the fight of every thing which lies within their

horizon ; the land in this place never once ap-

peared diftindtly. On the 7th the fog was (till

thicker than on the day preceding ; it cleared up,

however, towards noon, and we faw the tops of the

mountains to the eaftward at a very confiderable

diftance. As our courfe was to the fouthward, it is

evident, that, from the 4 2d degree, the coaft begins

to run away to the eaftward. Our latitude, ob-

ferved at noon, was 40 48' 30" north^our longitude,

according to the time-keeper, was 1 26 59/ 45"

weft. I continued my courfe to near the land,

from which, at night-fall, I was only four leagues

diftant. We there perceived a volcano on the top

of a mountain, which bore eaft of us ; its flame

was very lively, but a thick fog foon deprived us

of this fight ; it became necefTary to gain an

offing. Being apprehenfive, that, by following a

courfe parallel to the coaft, I might fall in with

fome rock or ifland at no great diftance from the

continent, i tacked and flood off fhorc. The

fog was very thick. On the 8th, towards ten

o'clock in the morning, the atmofphere cleared

up,

I
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up, and we perceived the tops of the mountains,

but an impenetrable barrier conftantly hid the

low lands from our fight. The weather was
become very bad ; it blew extremely frefh, and
the barometer fell confiderably. I continued until

night-fall to run to the fouth- eaft, which courfe

brought me nearer to the coaft, at the fame time

that I ran along it; but I had loft fight of it

fince noon, and at night-fall the horizon was fo

thick, that I might have been very near land

without being able to fee it. As there was an ap-

pearance of a gale of wind, and as, if it came from
the weftward, I ihould have been upon a lee

ihore, I determined to ftand out to fea, under the

fore-fail and maintop-fail only. It blew very

hard, but much lefs than I had apprehended. At
day-break the weather was cloudy, but the wind
abated, and I flood eaftward towards the land.

The fog foon compelled me to alter my courfe,

2nd run nearly parallel with the coaft, the direc-

tion of which I fuppofed to be fouth by eaft. The
weather was no clearer on the ioth and nth • the

refult of thefe two days run was alfo fouth by
eaft. Our horizon was never more than two

leagues in extent, and very frequently not more
than a mufket-fhot. Our latitude, by obfervation,

was, however, 36 58' 43"; longitude, by our

time-keepers, 126 32' 5". Either the cur-

rents or a bad reckoning had carried us 30' to the.

fouthward,
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foUthward, but we were Mill i V north of Monterey,

I fleered eaft dire&ly in for the land, for al-

though the weather was foggy, we had a horizon

of two leagues. I ftood off and on the whole

night. The weather continued to be cloudy the

next day ; I however kept on my courfe towards

the land: at noon our longitude was 124 52',

without any appearance of land j the fog again

enveloped us at four o'clock in the afternoon, and

I determined to ftand off and on, and wait for

more favourable weather. There was no doubt

of our being very near the coaft ; feveral land

birds flew round our mips, and we caught a hawk

of the gerfalcon fpecies. The fog continued the

whole night; and the next morning at ten o'clock

we perceived the land, very foggy, and extremely

near. To examine it was impoffible : I approach-

ed it within a league, and faw the breakers very

diftin&ly: we founded in twenty-live fathoms;

but though I was certain of being in Monterey

Bay, it was impoffible, in fuch hazy weather, to

recognize the Spanifh fettlement. At night-fall I

again ftood out to fea, and at day-break ftretched

in for the land, with a thick fog, which did not

difperfe till noon. I then ran down clofe in more,

and at three o'clock in the afternoon we got fight of

Fort Monterey, and two three-mafted veffels

which lay in the road. Contrary winds compelled us

to come to an anchor two leagues from the fhore,

in

U
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in forty -five fathoms, muddy ground; and the

next day we brought up in twelve fathoms,

two cables length from the land. Don Eftuan

Martinez, the commander of thefe two mips, fent

us pilots' during the night ; he had been informed

by the viceroy of Mexico, as well as by the go-

vernor of the prefidency, of our probable arrival

in this bay.

It is not a little remarkable, that during the

whole of this long run, in themidfl of the thickeft

fogs, the Aftrolabe always failed within hail of my
fhip, and was never farther from her, till I gave

orders to M. de Langle to reconnoitre the entrance

of Monterey.

Before I make an end of this chapter, which

will only be interefting to navigators and geogra-

phers, I think it neceffary to deliver my opinion

as to admiral de Fuentes's pretended channel of

Saint Lazarus. I am convinced, that this admiral

never exiiled *, and that a voyage into the interior

of America, acrofs rivers and lakes, and performed

in fo fhort a time, is fo abfurd, that without the

fpirit of fyftem, which is highly prejudicial to all

fciences, geographers of a certain reputation would

have rejected a hiitory deftitute of all probability,

and fabricated in England, at a period when the

partifans for and againft the norrh-weft paffage

maintained their opinions with as much enthu-

* See note, page 64 of this volume.—T.

. fiafm>
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fiafm, as could poffibly enter into queftions of theo-

logy at the fame period in France, ftill a hundred

times more ridiculous than the other. The nar-

rative of admiral de Fuentes may be compared

then to thofe pious frauds, which cannot bear the

-elucidation of difcuffion, and which have fmce

been rejected with merited contempt : but it may

be almoft looked upon as certain, that from Crofs

Sound, or at leaft from Port los Remedios as far

as Cape Heftor, all the navigators have only

coafted along iflands to the 5 2d degree, and that

between the iflands and the continent, there is a chan-

nel, the width of which, eaft and weft, maybe

more or lefs considerable, but I do not think that it

exceeds fifty leagues, fince it is no more than thirty

at its mouth between Cape Hector and Cape

Fleurieu. This channel is interfperfed, perhaps,

with iflands, the navigation of which may be dif-

ficult, but I am certain, that there are feveral paf-

fages between thefe iflands, which communicate

with the main ocean. The Spaniih Ports los Re-

medios and Bucarelli are fituate far from the con-

tinent ; and even if the taking poffeffion, unac-

companied by any fettlement, were not a ridi-

culous title, that of the Spaniards in this part of

America might well be contelled ; for it has been

demonftrated to me, that the pilot Maurelle never

perceived the continent from 50 as far as 57 20':

I am befides abfolutely certain, that from Port des

Francais

.'
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Francis to the north of Crofs Sound wc were in

America, becaufe that Behring's River, in 59 9',

is fa very confiderable, that one of equal magni-

tude could only exifl in a country of great breadth.

I was very defirous of vifiting it in our boats, but

they could not Hem the currents at the entrance.

Our frigates anchored at its mouth ; the water

was whitifh and frefh two or three leagues from

the fea-fhore; and this makes it probable, that the

channel between the iflands and the continent does

not run further to the northward than 57 30'.

I know that geographers may draw lines from the

north-eaft, leaving Port des Francois and Behring's

River in America, and extend their channel to the

northward and eaftward to the utmoft limits of

their imagination j but fuch a labour, deftitute of

facls, will be only an abfurdity, and it is probable

enough, that upon the coaft of America, by which

this new channel is limited to the eaftward, there

will be found the mouth of fome river, which may
perhaps be navigable, becaufe it can hardly be fup-

pofed that the declivity of the country is fuch as

to direct them all to the eaftward. Behring's Ri-

ver forms, however, an exception to this rule -

3 the

probabilities even are, that there would be no bar

at the mouth of thefe fuppofed rivers, becaufe that

this channel which is of fmall width, is fheltered

by the iflands which are placed in front of it to

the weftward; and it is well known that bars

are

*
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are formed by the re-action of the fea upon the

current of rivers *•

* This chapter, fo truly interefting to general navigation,

will, without doubt, leave fomething to be defired by feamen

and geographers, and more efpecially by the partifans of the

north-weft paflage. Although of the number of thefe laft, I

cannot help making the obfervation, that, if la Peroufe had

attempted to reconnoitre all the great openings and bays

which this immenfe extent of coaft, interfperfed over with

iflands, prefented, he muft have abandoned all the ultimate

projects of his voyage, and formally departed from his in- t

ftrudtions.

The honour of having completed the
1

perfect defcription

of the habitable parts of the globe will belong to the nine-

teenth century ; then will be decided the important queftion

refpecting the communication of two feas in the north part

of America. Let us referve a place for the immortal name

of that'enterprifing navigator, who, availing himfelf of the

progrefs of aftronomy, mall make this communication known.

In order to come nearer to it at prefent, let us remove all

difcouraging uncertainties, and add a word to what has been

already faid in the firft note in chapter i. and in the notes at

pages 64, 65, and 161 of this volume.

The ftiip Eternal Father, commanded by captain David

Melguer, a Portuguefe, departed from Japan about the year

1660, and ran to the northward as far as about the 84th de-

gree of latitude, from which he maped his courfe between

Spitfbergen and Greenland, and paffing by the weft of Scot-

land and Ireland, returned to Oporto in Portugal.

Captain Vannout, a Dutchman, affirms, that he has palled

through Hudfon's Strait into the South Sea.

I advife thofe who may dedicate their labours to the in-

veftigation of this queftion, to read the collection of obferva-.

tions upon the probability of a north-weft pafTage, inferted ia

the Voyages of Captain J. Meares.~(Fr. Ed.)

Vol. II. O
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CHAPTER XI.

Dejcription of Monterey Bay—Hijlorical Details re*

/peeling the Two Californias, and their Miffions—
Manners and Cufloms of the independent Indians

,

and of thoje converted—Grains, Fruits, Pulfe, of
every Species—Quadrupeds, Birds, Fifhes, Shells,

&c.—~Military Conftitution of theje Two Provinces

—Details re/peeing Commerce, &c.

(SEPTEMBER I786.)

Ty| onterey Bay, formed by New-year Point

to the north, and by that of Cyprus to the

fouth, has an opening of eight leagues in this di-

rection, and nearly fix of depth to the eaftward,

where the land is fandy and low. The fea breaks

there as far as the foot of the fandy downs with

which the coafl is furrounded, with a roaring

which we heard more than a league off. The
lands north and fouth of this bay are high, and

covered with trees ; thofe mips which are defirous

of touching there ought to follow the fouth coaft,

and after having doubled the Point of Pines, which

ilretches to the northward, they get fight of the

prefidency, and they may come to an anchor in

ten fathoms within it, and a little within the land

of this point, which ihelters from the winds from

the offing. The Spanifh fhips, which propofe to

make
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make a long flay at Monterey, are accuftomed to

bring up within one or two cable's lengths of the

land, in fix fathoms, and make fail to an anchor

which they bury in the fand of the beach ; they

have then nothing to fear from the foutherly winds,

which are fometimes very ftrang, but, as they blow

from the coaft, do not expofe them to any danger.

We found bottom over the whole bay ; and an-

chored four leagues from the land, in fixty fathoms,

foft muddy ground, but there is a very heavy fea,

and it is only an anchorage fit for a few hours, in

waiting for day, or the clearing up of the fog. At
full and change of the moon it is high water at

half pad one o'clock; the tide- rifes feven feet,

and as this bay is very open, the current in it is

nearly imperceptible; I never faw it run more

than half a knot. It is impofiible to conceive the

number of whales with which we were furround-

ed, or their familiarity ; they every half minute

fpouted within half a piftol-fhot of our mips, and

made a prodigious flench in the air. We were

ignorant of this property in whales, but were in-

formed by the inhabitants, that the water which

they flung out, and which they fcattered to a great

diftance, was impregnated with that offenfive fmeilj

this phenomenon to us would probably have been

none at all to the nfhermen of Greenland or

Nantucket.

The coafts of Monterey Bay are almoil con-

O 2 tinually
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tinually enveloped in fogs, which caufe great

difficulty in the approach to them. But for this

circumftance there would be few more eafy to

land upon ; there is not any rock concealed under

water that extends a cable's length from the

more, and if the fog be too thick, there is the re-

iburce of coming to an anchor, and there waiting

for a clear, which will enable you to get a good

fight of the Spanifh fettlement, fituate in th«

angle formed by the fouth and eafi coaft.

The fea was covered with pelicans, Thefe

birds, it feems, never go farther than five or fix

leagues from the land, and navigators, who mail

hereafter meet with them during a fog, may reft

allured, that they are within that diftance of it.

The firft time we faw any of them was in Mon-
terey Bay, and I have fince learned, that they are

very common over the whole coaft of California ;

the Spaniards call them alkatrx.

A lieutenant-colonel, whole refidence is at

Monterey, is governor of the Californias ; the ex-

tent of his government is more than eight hundred

leagues in circumference, but his real fubjecls

confift only of two hundred and eighty-two ca-

valry, whole duty it is to garrifon" five fmali

forts, and to furniih detachments of four or five

men to each of the twenty-five millions, or pa-

rities, eftablifhed in old and new California. So

fmall are the means which are adequate to the

restraining
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retraining about fifty thoufand wandering* In-

dians in this vaft part of America, among whom

nearly ten thoufand have ' embraced chriftianity.

Thefe Indians are in general fmall and weak, and

difcover none of that love of liberty and inde-

pendence, which characterizes the northern na-

tions, of whofe arts and induftry they are alfo

deftitute ; their colour very nearly approaches

that of the negroes whofe hair is not woolly ; the

hair of thefe people is ftrong, and of great length ;

they cut it four or five inches from the roots. Se-

veral among them have a beard, others, according

to the miflionaiy fathers, have never had any, and

this is a queftion which is even undecided in the

country f. The governor, who had travelled a

great way into the interior of thefe lands, and who

had palled fifteen years of his life among the

favages, allured us, that thofe who had no beards

had plucked them up with bivalve fhells, that

ferved them as pincers } the prefident of the

millions, who had refided an equal length of time

in California, maintained the contrary ; it was

* They very frequently change their places of habitation,

according to the feafon for fifhing or hunting.

f We have fpoken our opinion as to the American beards

in the preceding chapter; but we write chapters in propor-

tion to the extent of our travelling ; and as we are not at-

tached to any fyftem, when we learn new fads, we are never

afraid of reporting them.

O 3 difficulty
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difficult, therefore, for travellers to decide be-

tween them. Under the neceflky of reporting

no more than we actually faw, we are conflrained

to allow, that we perceived only half the adults to

have a beard, this, with fome (of them, was very

ample, and would have made a figure of fome

importance in Turkey, or the vicinity of Mof-
cow *.

Thefe Indians are extremely fkilful in drawing

the bow, they killed before us the fmalleft birds j

it is true they difplay an inexpreffible patience in

approaching them, they conceal themfelves, and as

it were glide along near to the game, feldom moot-

ing till within fifteen paces.

Their indufcry in hunting the larger animals is

flill more admirable. We faw an Indian with a

flag's head fixed upon his own, walk on all fours,

as if he were browfing the grafs, and he played

this pantomime to fuch perfection, that all our

hunters would have fired at him at thirty paces

had they not been prevented. In this manner they

approach herds of flags within a very fmall dis-

tance, and kill them with a flight of arrows.

Loretto is the only prefidency of old California,

on the eafl coatt of this peninfula, The garrifon

confifts of fifty-four troopers, who fumifh fmall

* The go\ ernor had travelled much more than the mig
fionary ; and his opinion would have prevailed with me, had

| been pbii^eu to take one fide.

detachments
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detachments to the fifteen following millions, the

duties ofwhich are performed by Dominican friars*

who have fucceeded the Jefuits and Francifcans

;

the lail have remained poffenors of ten millions

in new California. The fifteen millions of the de-

partment of Loretto are, Saint Vincent, Saint Do-

minick le Rofaire, Saint Fernando, Saint Francis

de Borgia, Saint Gertrude, Saint Ignatius, Guade-

loupe, Saint Rofalia, the Conception, Saint Jofeph,

Saint Francis de Xavier, Loretto, Saint Jofeph of

Cape Lucar, and All Saints. About four thou-

fand Indians, converted and collected together in

thefe fifteen parifhes, the names of which I have juft

mentioned, are the fole fruit of the long apoftlefhip

of the different religious orders, which have fuc-

ceeded each other in this painful miniftry. Father

Veneo-a's Hijlory of California, relates the period of

the eftablifhment of Fort Loretto, and the different

millions under its protection. By comparing their

pad ftate with that ofthe prefent year, it will be feen,

that both the fpiritual and temporal progrefs of thefe

millions have been very flow ; there is (till no more

than one fmgle Spanifh colony; the country, it is

true, is unwholefome, and the land ofthe province of

Sonora, which borders upbn the Gulf of Califor-

nia to the eaft, and California to the well, is much

more attractive to the Spaniards ; they find in this

country abundant mines and a fertile foil, objects far

more precious in their eyes than the fifhery for pearls

O 4 in
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in the peninfula, which requires a certain number
of divers, which it is frequently very difficult to
procure. But the northern California, notwithftand-
ing its great diflance from Mexico, feems to me to
unite infinitely more advantages j its oldeft fettle-

,

ment, which is Saint Diego, was firft eftabliihed
the 26th of July, 1769: it is the moft fouthern
prefidency, as Saint Francois is the moft northern;
the latter was founded the 9th of October
1776, the channel of Saint Barbe in September
1786, and Monterey, at this time the capital and
chief place of the two Californias, the 3d of June
1770. The road of this presidency was firft dis-

covered in 1602, by Sebaflian Vifcairo, com-
mander of a fmall armed fquadron at Acapulco,
by order of the vifcount de Monterey, viceroy
of Mexico. From this period, the galleons on
their return from Manilla have fometimes touched
at this bay, for the purpofe of procuring fome
refrefhments after their long paffage ; but it was
only in 1770, that the Francifcans eftabliihed their

firft miffion here. They have at prefent ten of
them, in which they reckon five thoufand one
hundred and forty-three converted Indians. The
four following columns will fhew, with the name
of the parifh, the period of its foundation, the

prefidency on which it is dependant, and the num-
ber of baptized Indians. I muft in this place

give notice, that the Spaniards generally give the

name
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name ot-prefidio (prefidency) to all the forts, both

in Africa and America, fituate in infidel coun-

tries j which fuppofes, that there are no inhabitants,

but only a garrifon dwelling in the interior of the

citadel.

Names

of

ParMies.

Saint Charles - - -

Saint Anthony -

Saint Louis - - - •

Saint Clare - - -

Saint Francis - - <

Saint Bonaventure

Saint Barbe - — •

Saint Gabriel - -

Saint John Capiftan •

Saint Diego - - -

Names of

Prefidencies

on which they

are dependant.

Monterey - -

Idem - - -

Idem - - -

Saint Francis

Idem - - -

Saint Barbe -

Idem - - -

Idem - - -

Saint Diego -

Idem - - -

Period

of their

Foundation.

3d June - - J770

14th July - - 1771

ift September 1772

18th January - 1777

9th October - 1776

3d May - - 1782

3d September 1786

8th September 1771

ifk November 1776

26th July - - 1769

Number

of

Indians

converted,

711

850

492

475

250

120

243

544

858

5*43
I

Spanifb piety has, to this time, maintained thefe

millions and prefidencies at a great expence,with the

fole view of civilizing and converting the Indians of

thefe countries -, a fyftem far more deferving praife

than that of* thole avaricious men, who feemed to be

clothed with the national authority only to per-

petuate
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petuate the moft cruel atrocities with impunity.

The reader will foon perceive, that a new branch

of commerce can procure more advantages to the

Spanifh nation than the richeft mines of Mexico,

and that the falubrity of the air, the fertility of the

land, and befides the abundance of all kinds of

peltry, the fale of which is certain in China, give

to this part of America infinite advantages over old

California, the unwholefomenefs and barrennefs of

which can never be compenfated by the few pearls,

which may be fifhed up from the bottom of the

fea.

Before the Spanifri fettlements, the Indians of

California cultivated nothing but maize, and al-

inofl entirely lived by fifhing and hunting. There

is not any country in the world, which more abounds

in fifh and game of every defcription : hares, rab-

bits, and flags are very common there 5 feals and

otters are alfo found there in prodigious numbers $

but to the northward, and during the winter, they

kill a very great number of bears, foxes, wolves, and

wild cats. The thickets and plains abound with

fmall grey tufted partridges, which like thofe in

Europe live in fociety, but in large companies of

three or four hundred ; they are fat and extremely

well flavoured. The trees ferve as habitations to

the moft delightful birds; our ornithologifls fluffed

a great variety of fparrows, titmice, fpeckled

Among thewood-peckers, and tropic birds.

birds
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birds of prey are found the white-headed eagle, the

great and fmall falcon, the gofs hawk, the fparrow

hawk,f.he black vulture, the large owl,andthe raven.

On the ponds and fea-fhore are feen the wild duck,

the grey and white pelican with yellow tufts, dif-

ferent fpecies of gulls, cormorants, curlews, ring-

plovers, fmall fea water hens, and herons. We
alfo killed and Huffed a bee- eater, which, according

to moft ornithologifts, is peculiar to the old con-

tinent.

This land poiTeffes alfo an inexpreffible fertility;

farinaceous roots and feeds of all kinds abundantly

profper there ; we enriched the miffionaries and

governor's gardens with different grains and feeds

which we brought from Paris ; they were in a high

Hate" of prefervation, and will procure them new

enjoyments.

The crops of maize, barley, corn, and peafe,

cannot be equalled but by thofe of Chili; our

European cultivators can have no conception of a

fimilar fertility ; the medium produce of corn is

from feventy to eighty for one; the extremes

fixty and a hundred. Fruit trees are ft ill very

rare there, but the climate is extremely fuitable

to them: it differs a little from that of our fouth-

ern French provinces, at leaft the cold is never fo

piercing there, but the heats of the fummer are

there much more moderate, owing to the con-

tinual fogs which reign in thefe countries, and

which
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which procure for the land a humidity very favour-

able to vegetation.

The foreft trees are the ftone-pine, Cyprus, ever-

green oak, and occidental plane tree > there is no
underwood, and a verdant carpet, over which it is

very agreeable to walk, covers the ground. There
are alfo van: favannahs, abounding with all forts of
game. The land, though very well adapted to

vegetation, is light and fandy, and is indebted, I

believe, for its fertility, to the humidity of the air,

for it is very indifferently watered. The neareft

running ftream to the prefidency is two leagues

diftant ; this rivulet, which runs near to the mif-

fion of Saint Charles, is called by the old naviga-

tors Carmel River. The too. great diftance from

our mips prevented us from watering there $ we
drew water from pools behind the fort, where its

quality was very indifferent, fcarcelydirTolving foap.

The river Carmel, which affords an agreeable

and whdlefome drink to the miflionaries and their

Indians, might with a very little labour water their

gardens alfo.

It is with the warmeft fatisfaclion, that I make
known the wife and pious conduct of thofe reli-

gious perfons, who fo faithfully fulfil the purpofe

of their inftitution ; I will not diffemble what ap-

pears to me reprehenfible in their domeftic infti-

tutions, but I will pronounce that, individually

humane and good, they, by their gentlenefs and

charity,
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charity, temper the aufterity of the rules which

have been prefcribed for them by their fuperiors.

I confefs that, more friendly to the rights of man

than to theology, I could have wifhed them, to the

principles of chriftianity, to have added a legifla-

tion, which by degrees might have made citizens

of men, whofe ftate at this moment differs fcarcely

any thing from that of the houfe negroes in our

colonies, governed with the greateft mildnefs and

humanity.

I am perfectly well aware of the extreme diffi-

culty of this new plan; I know, that thefe men

have very few ideas, dill lefs (lability, and, that if

they be not continually treated like children, they

cfcape from thofe who have been at the trouble of

inftruding them : I alio know, that reafoning has

no effect upon them, that their fenfes muft be for-

cibly appealed to, and that corporal punifhments,

with rewards in a double proportion, have to this

moment been the only means reforted to by their

legillators ; but would it be impoffible to an ardent

zeal, and an extraordinary patience, to convince a

fmall number of families of the advantages of a

fociety founded on the rights of the people ? to

eftablifh a right of property among them, which

is fo bewitching to all men ; and thus, by this new

order of things, to engage each man to cultivate

his field with emulation, or to dedicate his time to

feme other kind of employment ?

I am
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I am fenfible, that the progrefs of this new civi-

lization will be very flow; the cares, which are ne-

cefiary to be allotted to it, very tedious and painful;

the theatres, on which it muft be performed, very

diftant; and that applaufe fhould never actuate him,

who has confecrated his life in meriting it : I am
alfo not afraid to pronounce, that human motives

are infufficient for a miniftry like this, and that the

enthufiafm of religion, with the recompences that

it promifes, can alone compenfate the facrifices, the

tedioufnefs, the fatigues, and the rifks of this kind

of life ; I have only farther to defire a little more
philofophyin thefe auftere, charitable, and religious

men, than I have met with in thefe millions.

I have already taken the liberty to make known
my opinion of the monks of Chili, whofe irregu-

larities in general appeared to me to be fcanda-

Ious * It is with the fame truth that I will defcribe

thefe truly apoftolic men, who have left the lazy

life of a cloifter, to give themfelves up to cares,

fatigues, and folicitudes of every kind. It is my
intention, according to my cuftom, to furnilh my
own hiflory in relating theirs, and to fubmit to the

obfervation of the reader what we faw and learned

during our fhort flay at Monterey.

On the 14th of September, in the evening, we

;
* There are alfo monks of great merit to be met with in

Chili; but in general they enjoy there a liberty contrary to
the ftate which they have embraced.

anchored
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anchored at two leagues from the more, in view

of the prefidency, and the two mips that were in

the road. They had fired guns every quarter of

an hour, in order to make known the anchorage,

which the fog might conceal from us. At t^n

o'clock in the evening, the captain of the cor-

vette la Favorite came on board my fhip in

his longboat, and offered to pilot our mips into

the port. The corvette la Princefse had alfo fent a

pilot with her longboat on board the Aftrolabe.

We learned, that thefe were two Spanifh mips,

which were commanded by Don Eftevan Mar-

tinez, lieutenant of a frigate of the department of

Saint Bias, in the province of Guadalaxara. A
fmall navy was kept up by the Spanim govern-

ment in this port, under the orders of the viceroy of

Mexico; it confifts offour corvettes oftwelve guns,

and one goletta, their particular deftination is the

fupplying with neceffaries the prefidencies of

North California. Thefe are the fame mips

which have made the two laft Spanim expeditions

on the north-weft coaft of America ; they are alfo

fometimes fent as packet-boats to Manilla, when

it is neceffary to convey with expedition the orders

of the court.

We weighed at ten o'clock in the morning, and

anchored in the road at noon ; they faluted us

with feven guns, which we returned

patched an officer to the governor with the letter

5 of
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of the Spanifh minifter, which had been forwarded

to me in France before my departure ; it was un-

fealed, and addreffed to the viceroy of Mexico,

whofe authority extends as far as Monterey, though

it is eleven hundred leagues by land from his

capital.

M. Fages, commandant of the fort of the two

Californias, had already received orders to pay us

the fame civility and refpecl as the fhips of his

own nation j they executed thefe orders with a

grace and obliging attention, which deferve from

us the moft lively acknowledgments. They did

not confine themfelves to obliging exprefiions

;

oxen, roots, greens, and milk, were fent on board

in abundance. The fame eagernefs to ferve us

became a fubject of rivalfhip between the com-
manders of the two corvettes and the comman-
dant of the fort; each of them was defirous exclu-

fively to poffefs the right of providing for our

wants, and when the- account came to be clofed,

it was abfolutely neceffary to infift on their receiv-

ing our money. Roots, greens, milk, fowls, all

the labourers of the garrifon to aflift our getting

in wood and water, were furnifhed gratis -, and

the oxen, Iheep, and corn of various forts were

rated at fo very moderate a price, that it was evi-

dent they only prefented us an account becaufe we
had preflmgly required it.

M. Fages to thefe acls ofgenerofity joined the

moil
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moft obliging demeanour ; his houfe was ours, and

all his fervants were at our difpofal.

The holy fathers of the million of Saint Charles,

two leagues diftant from Monterey, foon arrived

at the prefidency : equally attentive to us as the

officers of the fort and the two frigates, they in-

vited us to dine with them, and promifed to make

us acquainted with the detail of the rules of their

miffions, the manner in which the Indians live,

their arts, their newly acquired manners, and, gene-

rally fpeaking, every thing which might be in-

terefting to the curiofity of travellers. We eagerly

accepted offers, which, had we not been (o kindly

prevented, we fhould not have feared to have fo-

licited 3 it was agreed, that we mould fet out the

next day but one. M. Fages requefted to ac-

company us, and took upon himfelf to furniih us

with horfes. After traverfmg a fmall plain covered

with herds of cattle, and in which there were left

only a few trees to ferve as a fhelter to thefe ani-

mals againft the rain or too great heat, we afcend-

ed the hills, and were ftruck with the found of fe-

veral bells which announced our arrival, of which

the monks had been advertifed by a horfemaa

whom the governor had detached for that purpofe..

We were received like lords of a parifh when

they make their firft appearance on their eflate

;

the prefident of the millions, cloathed in his cope,

the holy water fprinkle in his hand, waited for us

You II; P at
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at the door of the church, which was illuminated

the fame as on their greatefl feftivals j he con-

ducted us to the foot of the high altar, where TV

Deum was fung in thankfgivings for the happy fuc-

cefs of our voyage.

Before we entered the church, we had palled by

a place where the Indians of both fexes were ranged

in a row ; they expreffed no furprife in their coun-

tenances, and we were left in doubt whether we

were the fubject of their converfation during the

reft of the day. The parifh church is very neat,

although covered with itraw ; it is dedicated to

Saint Charles, and ornamented with pretty good

paintings, copied from Italian originals. There is

a picture of Hell, in which the painter feems to

have borrowed a little of the imagination of Callotj

but as it is abfolutely neceffary to flrike the fenfes

of thefe new converts with the moil lively impref-

fions, I am perfuaded that a fimilar reprefentation

has never done more fervice in any country, and

that it would be impoffible for the proteftant mode

of worfhip, which forbids images, and nearly all

the other ceremonies of our church, to make any

progrefs among this people. I have my doubts,

whether the picture of Paradife, which is placed

oppofite to that of PI ell, produces fo good an effect

on them ; the ftate of quietnefs which it reprefenrs,

and that complacent fatisfaction of the elect who

furround the throne cf the Supreme Being, are

ideas
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ideas too fublime for rude unpolilhed men; but it

is necefTary to place rewards by the fide of punifh-

ments, and it was a rigorous duty not to allow the

fmalleft change in the kind of delights promifed by

the catholic religion.

We repaffed, on going out of the church, the

fame row of male and female Indians, who had

never quitted their poft during the ft Beum ; the

children only had removed a little, and formed

groups round the mifiionary's houfe, which is in

front of the church, as are alfo the different ftore-

houfes. On the right ftands the Indian village,

confiding of about fifty cabins, which ferve as

dwelling places to feven hundred and forty perfons

of bothfexes,comprifing their children, which com-

pofe the million of Saint Charles, or of Monterey.

Thefe cabins are the moft miferable that are to

be met with among any people ; they are round,

fix feet in diameter, by four in height; fome flakes,

of the fize of an arm, fixed in the earth, and which

approach each other in an arch at the top, com-

pofe the timber-work of it ; eight or ten bundles

of ftraw, very ill arranged over thefe Hakes, de-

fend the inhabitants, well or ill, from the rain and

wind; and more than half of this cabin remains

open when the weather is fine ; their only precau-

tion is to have each of them two or three bundles

of ftraw at hand by way of referve.

All the exhortations of the miffionaries have

F 2
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never been able to procure a change of this gene-

ral architecture of the two Californias ; the Indians

fay, that they like plenty of air, that it is conve-

nient to fet fire to their houfes when they are de-

voured in them by too great a quantity of fleas,

and that they can build another in lefs than two

hours. The independent Indians, who as hunters

fo frequently change their places of abode, have a

flronger motive.

The colour of thefe Indians, which is that of

negroes j the houfe of the religious ; their ftore-

houfes, which are built of brick and pointed with

mortar j the floor of earth, upon which they

prefs in the grain ; the oxen, horfes, in a word,

every thing reminded us of a habitation in Saint

Domingo, or any other Weft India colony. The

men and women are alTembied by the found of the

bell, one of the religious conduces them to their

work, to church, and to all their other exercifes.

We mention it with pain, the refemblance is (o

perfect, that we faw men and women loaded with

irons, others in the flocks *; and at length the

noife of the flrokes of a whip flruck our ears, this

* Le bloc, is a beam fawed lengthways, in which is hol-

lowed a hole of the fize of an ordinary leg : an iron hinge

unites one of the extremities of this beam ; the other fide is

open for the purpofe of letting the leg of the prifoner pafs

through it, and they clofe it with a padlock ; which obliges

him to remain lying down, and in a very painful attitude.

§ punifhment
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punifliment being alfo admitted, but not exercifed

with much feverity.

The monks, by their anfwers to our different

queftions, gave us the moll complete information

refpeding the government of this fpecies of reli-

gious community ; for no other name can be given

to the legiflation they have eftablifhed : they are

fuperiors both in fpiritual and temporal affairs

:

the produ&s of the land are entirely entrufted to

their adminiftration. There are feven hours al-

lotted to labour in the day, two hours to prayers,

and four or five on Sundays and feftivals, which

are altogether dedicated to reft and divine worfhip.

Corporal punifhments are inflided on the Indians

of both fexes who neglect pious exercifes, and feve-

ral fins, the punifnment of which in Europe is re-

fervedonlyto Divine Juftice, are punifhed with

chains or the flocks. In a word, to make an end

of the comparifon with religious communities,

from the moment a new convert is baptized, he

becomes the fame as if he had pronounced eternal

vows ; if he make his efcape for the purpofe of

returning to his relations in the independent vil-

lages, they caufe him to be fummoned to return

three times ; and if he refufe, they claim the au-

thority of the governor, who fends foldiers to force

him away from the midft of his family*, and con-

* As thefe people are at war with their neighbours, they

can never remove themfelves farther than twenty or thirty

leagues.

P 3
dud
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duel him to the miffions, where he is condemned to

receive a certain number of lafhes with the whip.

Thefe people are fo deftitute of courage, that they

never oppofe the lead refiftance to three or four

foldiers, who, in refpect to them, fo grofsly violate

the rights of men ; and this cuftom, againft which

reafon fo forcibly objects, is maintained, becaufe

theologians have decided, that baptifm could not

in confcience be adminiftered to men fo fickle,

unlefs the government, in fome meafure, became

refponfible for their perfeverance, by officiating as

their god-father.

M. Philip de Neve, the predeceffor ofM. Fages,

who has been dead about four years, commandant

of the interior provinces of Mexico, a man of

great humanity and much chriftian philofophy, had

protefted againft this cuftom j he was of opinion,

that the progrefs of faith would be more rapid,

and the prayers of the Indians more agreeable to

the Supreme Being, if they were not conftrained

;

he was defirous of a constitution lefs monkifh, to

give more civil liberty to the Indians, and lefs def-

potiim to the executive power of the prefidencies,

the government of which might fall into the hands

ofcovetous and barbarous men -, he thought, that it

was aifo neceflary to moderate their authority, by

ereding a magiftracy, which {hould acl: as a tribune

of the Indians, and poffefs fuflicient authority to

guarantee them from vexations, This juft man

had
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had ferved his country from his infancy ; but he

did not poffefs the prejudices of his ftation, and he

was fenfible, that a military government is liable to

great inconveniences, when it is not moderated by

fome intermediate power; he might, however, have

experienced the difficulty of fupporting the con-

flict of three authorities, in a country fo far diftant

from the general government of Mexico, fince

the mifilonaries, who are fo pious and refpe&able,

are already in an open rupture with the governor,

who on his part appears to me to be a loyal

foldier.

We wiftied to be prefent at the diftributions

which took place at every meal ; and as every day,

with this fpecies of religious, refembled the pre-

ceding one, by giving the hiftory of one of thefe

days, the reader will be in pofleffion of the whole

year's proceedings.

The Indians as well as the miflionaries rife with

the fun, and go to prayers and mafs, which laft

an hour, and during this time there is cooked in

the
,

middle of the fquare, in three large kettles,

barley meal, the grain of which has been roafted

previous to being ground ; this fpecies of boiled

food, which the Indians call atole, and of which

they are very fond, is feafoned neither with fait

nor butter, and to us would prove a very infipid

mefs.

Every cabin fends to take the portion for all

P 4 its
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its inhabitants in a veflel made of bark ; there is

not the lead confufion or diforder, and when the

coppers are empty, they diftribute that which flicks

to the bottom to the children who have beft re-

tained their leffons of catechifm.

1 his meal continues three quarters of an hour,

after which they all return to their labours ; fome

go to plough the earth with oxen, others to dig

the garden j in a word, every one is employed in

different domeftic occupations, and always under

the fuperi'ntendence of one or two of the religious.

The women are charged with little elfe but

the care of their houfewifery, their children, and

roafting and grinding the feveral grains : this lad

operation is very long and laborious, becaufe they

have no other means of doing it but by crufhing

the grain in pieces with a cylinder upon a flone.

Mo de Langle, being a witnefs of this operation,

made the miffionaries a prefent of his mill, and a

greater fervice could not have been rendered

them, as by thefe means four women would in a

day perform the work of a hundred, and time

enough will remain to fpin the wool of their fheep,

and to manufacture coarfe fluffs. But at prefent

the religious, more occupied with the interefts of

heaven than temporal welfare, have greatly ne-

glected the introduction of the common arts:

they are themfelves fo auflere, that they have no

chimney to their chambers, though winter is fre-

quently
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quently very fevere there ; and even the greateft

anchorites 'have never led a more edifying life*.

At noon the dinner was announced by the bell

;

the Indians quitted their work, and fent to fetch

their rations in the fame veffels as at breakfaft ; but

this fecond mefswas thicker than the firft; there was

mixed in it corn and maize, and peafe and beans;

the Indians name it ponjjble. They return again

to their labour from two o'clock till four or five 3

afterwards they attend evening prayers, which con*

tinue near an hour, and is followed by a new ra-

tion of atole like that at breakfaft. Thefe three

diftributions are fufficient for the fubfiftence of the

far greater number of Indians, and this very eco-

nomical foup might perhaps be very profitably

adopted in our years of fcarcity ; fome feafoning

would certainly be neceffary to be added to it,

their whole knowledge of cookery confiding in

being able to roaft the grain before it is reduced

into meal. As the Indian women have no veffels

of earth or metal for this operation, they perform

it in large bafkets made of bark, over a little lighted

charcoal j they turn thefe veffels with fo much

rapidity and addrefs, that they effect the fwelling

and burfting of the grain without burning the

* Father Firmin, of Suen, president of the millions of new

California, is one of the mofl refpe£lable and eftimable men

I ever met with 5 his mildnefs, charity, and love for the In-

dians are inexpreffible,

banket,
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basket, though it is made of very combuftible ma-

terials : and we can teftify, that the bed roafted

coffee does not nearly equal the exaitnefs with

which thefe women prepare their corn. It is

diftributed to them every morning, and the fmalleft

difhonefty when they give it out is punifhed by

whipping, but it is very feldom indeed they are

expofed to it. Thefe punifh merits are adjudged

by Indian magifirates, called caciques -, there are in

even? million three of them, chofen by the people

fromamongft thofe whom the miffionaries have not

excluded ; but to give a juft idea of this ma-

giftracy, ,we fnall fay that thefe caciques are like

the governors of a plantation, paflive beings,

blind executors of the will of their fuperiors, and

that their principal functions confift in ferving as

beadles in the church, and there maintaining order

2nd an air of contemplation. The women are

never whipped in public, but in an enclofed and

fomewhat diftant place, left perhaps their cries

might infpire too lively a companion, which might

ftiniulate the men to revolt ; thefe laft, on the con-

trary, are expofed to the view of all their fellow-

citizens, that their punifhment may ferve as an

example $ in general they a(k pardon, in which

cafe the executioner leflfens the force of his lafhes,

but the number of them is never receded from.

The rewards are particular fmall diftributions

of grain, of which they make little thin cakes,

baked
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baked on burning coals ; and on the great feftivals

the ration is in beef j many of them eat it raw, efpe-

cially the fat, which they efteem equal to the beft

butter or cheefe. They fkin all animals with the

greatefi addrefs, and when they are fat, they make,

like the ravens, a croaking of pleafure, devouring

at the fame time the moft delicate parts with their

eyes.

They are frequently permitted to hunt and fifh

on their own account, and on their return they ge-

nerally make the miffionaries fome prefent in

game and fifh, but they always proportion the

quantity to what is abfolutely neceffary for them,

always taking care to increafe it if they hear of

any new guefts who are on a vifit to their fuperiors.

The women rear fowls about their cabins, the

eggs of which they give their children ; thefe

fowls are the property of the Indians, as well as

their cloaths, and other little articles of houfehold

furniture, and thofe neceffary for the chafe.

There is no inftance of their having robbed each

other, though their faftenings to the doors confift

only of a fimple bundle offlraw, which they place

acrofs the entrance when all the inhabitants are

abfent.

To fome of our readers thefe manners will ap-

pear patriarchal ; they will not reflect, that there

is not any furniture in thefe habitations, which

offers objects fufficient to tempt the cupidity of

thofe in the neighbouring cabin. The Indians

being
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being afiured of their food, they have no other

want, than that of giving life to others, who can-

not fail to be as ftupid and enflaved as them-

felves.

The men in the millions have facrificed much

more to chriftianity than the women, becaufe they

were accuftomed to polygamy, and were even in

the cnftom of efpoufing all the fitters of a family.

The women, on the other hand, have acquired

the advantage of exclufively receiving the carefTes

of one man only. 1 confefs, however, that not-

withstanding the unanimous report of the miflion-

aries on this pretended polygamy, I cannot con-

ceive, that it could have been eftablifhed in a favagc

nation j for the number of men there being pretty

nearly equal to the women, a forced continence

muft be the refult of it to many, unlefs that con-

jugal fidelity had been lefs rigoroufly cbferved

there than in the millions, where the religious

have conftkuted themfelves the guardians of the

women's virtue. An hour after fupper they have

the care of (hutting np, under lock and key, all

thofe whofe hufbands are abfent, as well as the

young girls above nine years of age, and during

the day they are entrufted to the luperintendence

of the matrons. So many precautions are ftill

infufficient, and we have feen men in the Hocks,

and women in irons, for having deceived the vi-

gilance of thefe female arguiTes, who have not

been diffidently fharp-fiohted.

The
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The converted Indians have preferved all the

ancient ufages which their new religion does not

prohibit ; the fame cabins, the fame games, the

fame dreifes ; that of the richeft confifts of an

otter's fkin cloak, which covers their loins, and

defcends below their groin ; the mod lazy have,

only a fimple piece of linen cloth, with which

they are furnifhed by the miifion, for the purpofe

of hiding their nakednefs, and a fmall cloak of

rabbit's fkin covers their fhoulders, which is

faflened with a pack-thread under the chin ; the

head and the reft of the body is abfolutely naked

;

fome of them, however, have hats of ftraw, very

neatly matted.

The women's drefs is a cloak of deer fkin, ill

tanned j thofe of the miflions have a cuftom of

making a fmall boddice, with fleeves, of them j

it is their only apparel, with a fmall apron of

rufhes, and a petticoat of flag's fkin, which covers

their loins, and defcends to the middle of the

leg. The young girls under nine years of age

have merely a fimple girdle, and the children of

the other fex are quite naked.

The hair of the men and women is cut four or

five inches from the roots. The Indians of the

rancheries * having no inftruments of iron, per-

form this operation with lighted firebrands -

} they

have alfo a cuftom of painting their bodies red,

* Name of the independent Indian villages.
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and black when they are in mourning. The

mimonaries have forbidden the firft of thefe paint-

ings, but they have been under the neceility of

tolerating the other, becaufe thefe people are at-

tached to their friends in the mod lively manner

;

they fhed tears whenever they are called to their

remembrance, although it may be a long time

fince they have loft them, and if even by accident

any one have pronounced their name before them,

they conceive themfelves offended. The ties of

family have lefs force with them than thofe of

friendfhip ; the children fcarcely acknowledge

their father ; they quit his cabin as foon as they

are capable of providing for their own fubfiftence,

but they preferve a much longer attachment to the

mother, who, with extreme tendernefs, had brought

them up, and never beaten them but when they

difcovered a cowardice in their little fights with

children of the fame age.

The old men of the rancheries, who are no

longer capable of hunting, are fupported at the

expence of their whole village, and in general are

considerably refpecled. The independent favages

are very frequently at war, but the fear of the

Spaniards makes them refpecl their millions, and

this, perhaps, is not one of the leaf!: caufes of the

augmentation of the chriftian villages. Their

arms are the bow, and arrow pointed with a flint

very fkilfully worked ; thefe bows, made of wood,

and
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and ftrung with the finews of an ox, are very far

fuperior to thofe of the inhabitants of Port des

Francais.

We were allured, that they neither eat their

prifoners, nor their enemies killed in battle j

that, nevertheless, when they had vanquifhed, and

put to death upon the field of battle, chiefs, or

very courageous men, they have eaten fume pieces

of them, lefs as a fign of hatred or revenge, than

as a homage which they paid to their valour,

and in the full perfuafion that this food would be

likely to increafe their own courage. They fcalp

the vanquished as in Canada, and pluck out their

eyes, which they have the art of preferving free

from corruption, and which they carefully keeo
as precious figns of their victory. Their curiam

is to burn their dead, and to depofit their allies in

morais.

They have two games to which they dedicate

their whole leifure. The firft, to which they

give the name of takerjia, confift's in throwing.

and rolling a fmall hoop, of three inches in dia-

meter, in a fpace of ten fquare toifes, cleared of

grafs, and furrounded with fafcines, Each of the

two players holds a flick, of the fize of a common
cane, and five feet long ; they endeavour to pafs

this flick into the hoop whilft it is in motion, if

in this they fucceed they gain two points, and if

the hoop, when it flops, fimply refls upon their

ilick.
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flick, they gain one by it 5 the game is three points.

This game is a violent exercife, becaufe the hoop

or the. flick is always in action.

The other game, named tpuffi, is moreeafyj

they play it with four, two on each fide -, each

in his turn hides a piece of wood in his hands,

whilft his partner makes a thoufand gedures, to

take off the attention of the adverfaries. It is

curious enough to a flander-by to fee them fquat-x

ted down oppofite to each other, keeping the

moll: profound filence, watching the features and

mod minute circumftances, which may afiifl them

in difcovering the hand which conceals the piece

of wood ; they gain or lofe a point, according to

their guefling right or wrong, and thofe who gain

it have a right to hide in their turn i the game is

live points, and the common flake is beads, and

among the independent Indians the favours of

their women. Thefe have no knowledge of a •

Gud, or of a future ftate, with the exception of

fome fouthern nations, who had a confuted idea

of this kind before the arrival of the miiTionaries

;

thefe placed their Paradife in the middle of the

feas, where the elect enjoy a coolnefs that they can

never meet with in their burning fands, and they

fuppofed Hell to be in the hollow of the moun-

tains.

The miiTionaries, always perfuaded from their

prejudices, and perhaps from their own experience,

that
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that the reafon of thefe men is never clear, which

is, in their opinion, a juft motive for treating them

like children, admit but a very fmall number of

them to the communion -, thefe are the geniufes

of the colony, who, like Defcartes and Newton,

would have enlightened their age, and their fel-

low citizens, by teaching them that four and four

make eight, a calculation far beyond the reach of

a great number. The plan purfued by thefe mif-

fionaries is by no means calculated to free them

from this ftate of ignorance ; every object of it is

confined to obtaining the rewards of another life,

and the cornmoneft arts, even that of our village

furgeons, are not exercifed among them; many

children fall facrifices in confequence of ruptures, >

which the High tell addrefs might cure, and our

furgeons were fortunate enough to relieve a

fmall number of them, and to teach them the life

of bandages.

It muft be allowed, that, if the Jefuits were

neither more charitable, nor more pious, than thefe

religious, they were at lead poiTeffed of greater

talents ; the immenfe edifice, which they raifed in

Paragua, mud excite the moft lively admiration;

but their ambition and prejudices will ever be lia-

ble to the reproach of that fyfrem of community

fo contrary to the principles of civilization, which

has been imitated but too fervilely in all the

mifTions of California.

Vol, II. CL

This government is to

the
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the Indians a real theocracy ; they believe, that

their fuperiors have an immediate and continual

communication with God, and that they every

day caufe him to defcend upon the altar. Under

the favour of this opinion, the fathers live in the

greateft fecurity an the middle of the villages, their

doors are not even fliut in the night whilft they are

afleep- though the hiflory of their miflion furnifhes

the example of the maffacre of one of their body.

It is well known, that this aflaffination was the

confequence of a commotion occasioned by an

imprudence, for homicide is a crime very rare,

even among the independents; it is, however, only

punimed by general contempt,* but if a man fall

under the blows of feveral perfons, it is fuppofed

that he has deferved his fate, fmce he has drawn

fo many enemies upon him.

North California, the moll northern fettlement

in which is Saint Francis, in latitude 37 58', has,

according to the opinion of the governor of Mon-

terey, no other boundary than that of America

;

and our mips, in penetrating as far as Mount Saint

Elias, have not reached its limits. To the mo-

tives of piety, which originally determined Spain

to facrifice fuch considerable fums for the main-

tenance of its millions and prefidencies, are at this

time to be added powerful motives of date, which

may direct the attention of government towards

that valuable part of America, where the otters fkins

are
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&'Fe as common as in the Aleutian I (lauds, and

thofe of the other Teas frequented by the Ruffians.

We found at Monterey a Spanifh com miliary,

^ega ; he hadcalled M. Vincent Vaifadre y

brought orders to the governor, which enjoined

him to collect together all the otter fkins of his ten

millions and four prefidencies, the government

having referved to itfelf the exclufive commerce

of them. M. Fages allured me, that he could

annually furnifh twenty thoufand of themj and

as he knew the country, he added, that if the com-

merce of China required a fale of thirty thoufand

fkins, two or three fettlements to the northward of

Saint Francis would foon procure them for the

commerce of his nation.

It is not a little furprifing, that the Spaniards

having dependencies fo near, and communications

fo frequent between Manilla and China, have re-

mained to this moment ignorant of the value of

this valuable peltry.

It is to captain Cook, and the publication of his

voyage, that they owe this elucidation of their in-

terefls, which will hereafter be productive of the

greater! advantages ; thus, this great man has na-

vigated for the general benefit of every nation, and

his own holds over the others only the glory of the

enterprize, and that of having given him birth.

The otter is an amphibious animal, as common.-

over the whole weflern coaft of America, from
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i%° as far as 6o°, as feals in Hudfon's Bay, and

on the coaft of Labrador. The Indians, who are

not fo good feamen as the Efquimaux, and whofe

boats at Monterey are only made of reeds *, catch

them on the land with fhares, or by knocking

them down with large flicks when they find them

at a diftance from the more; for this purpofe, they

keep themfelves concealed behind rocks, for this

animal is frightened ac the leaft noife, and imme-

diately plunges into the water. Antecedent to the

prefent year, an otter's fkin bore no higher value

than two hares fkins; the Spaniards never fuf-

pected they would be fo much fought after; they

had never fent them to Europe, and Mexico was

too hot a climate to fuppofe there would be any

fale for them there.

I am of opinion, that in a few years there will

be a great revolution in the commerce of the Ruf-

fians at Kiatcha, from the difficulty they will find

in withftanding this competition. The comparifon

that I have made between the otters fkins of Mon-

terey and thofe of Port des Franfais, leads me to

believe, that the fkins of the fouth are rather in-

ferior 5 but the difference is fo trifling, that I am

not pofitively certain of it, and I have my doubts

whether this inferiority can make fo great a differ-

* Thofe of the Channel of Saint Barbe and Saint Diego

have wooden canoes, built nearly like thofe of the inhabitants

of Mowee, but without out-riggers.

ence
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«nce as ten per cent, in the price of the commodity.

It is next to a certainty, that the new company

at Manilla will endeavour to get this commerce

into its own hands, which would be the moil

fortunate circumftance that could happen for the

Ruffians, becaufe it is the nature of exclufive prir

vileges to deftroy, or at lead, in great meafure to

cripple all the branches of induftry and commerce,

to which liberty alone can give all the energies of

which they are capable.

New California, notwithstanding its fertility,

cannot as yet reckon a fingle fettler; fome

foldiers married to Indian women, who dwell in

forts, or who are fpread among the fmall detach-

ments of troops in the different millions, at this

time conftitute the whole Spanifh nation in this

part of America. If it were at a lefs diftance

from Europe, it would in no refpect yield to Vir-

ginia, which is oppofite to it; but its proximity

to Afia may indemnify it, and I am of opinion, that

good laws, and more efpecially liberty of com-

merce, would fpeedily procure it fome fettlers;

for the Spanifh porTeffions are fo extenfive, that

it is impoffible to imagine, that for a long time

to come the population can become exten-

five in any of its colonies. The great number

of both lexes who are in a Hate of celibacy, and

have taken vows to continue fo, and the invariable

policy of the Spaniih government to admit only

Q^3 on
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one religion., and to employ the mod violent means

in fupport of it, will inceffantly oppofe a new im-

pediment to every increafe.

The government of the converted colonies

would be more favourable to population, if a cer-

tain portion of liberty and property had formed

the bafis of itj however, fince the eftabiimment

of ten different millions in North California, the

fathers have baptized there feven thoufand feveri

hundred and one Indians of both fexes, and only

buried two thoufand three hundred and eighty-

eight j but it muft be remarked, that the calcula-

tion does not convey information, as in the cities

of Eu pe, whether the population increafe or

diminifh, becaufe they are continually baptizing

independent Indians j the onlyrefult from it is the

propagation of chriftianity, and as I have already

faid, the affairs of the other world cannot be in

better hands.

The Francifcan miffionaries are almoir. all Eu-

ropeans ; they have a college * at Mexico, of

which the guardian is the general of his order in

America; this houfe is not dependent on the pro-

vincial of the Erancifcans of Mexico, but its fu-

periors are in Europe.

The viceroy is at this time fole judge of all dis-

putes in the different millions., which do notacknow-

* It is the name which they give to their convent.

led.q;e
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ledge the authority of the commandant of Mon-

terey, who is only obliged to grant affiftanee when

they claim it; but as he has claims upon all the

Indians, more efpecially thofe of the rancheries,

and likewife commands the detachments of ca-

valry refident in- the millions, thefe different de-

pendencies very frequently interrupt the harmony

between the military government and that of the

ecclefiaftics, who in Spain have many refources

to complete the accomplishment of their plans.

Thefe affairs were formerly determined by the

oovernor of the interior provinces, but the .new

viceroy, Don Bernardo Galves, has united all the

powers,

Spain allows four hundred piaftres to, each mif-

fionary, whofe number is fixed at two to a parifh :

if there be a fupernumeraryj he receives no falary.

There is very little occafion for money in a country

where there is nothing to be purchafed ; beads are

the only money of the Indians i of courfe the

college of Mexico never fends a piaftre in fpecjesa

but the value in effects, fuch as wax candles for

the church, chocolate, fugar, oil, wine, with fome

pieces of linen, which the miffionaries divide into

fmall girdles, to cover that which modefty does

not permit the converted Indians to fhew openly.

The falary of the governor is four thoufand pias-

tres; that of the lieutenant governor four hundred

#nd fifty ; that of the captain infpector of the two

Q^4 hundred
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hundred and eighty-three cavalry, diftributed in the

two Californias, two thoufand. Every horfeman

has two hundred and feventeen ; but out of this he

is obliged to provide his fubfiftence, and to furnifh

himfelf with horfes, clothes, arms, and. all forts of

neceffaries in general. The government, which

pofiHTes finds of horfes and brood mares, and alfo.

herds of cattle, fells its horfes to the foldiers, as

well as the food which is necefTary for their con-

fumption. Eight piaftres is the price of a good

horfe, and that of an ox five. The governor has

the management of the ftuds of horfes and parks

of cattle 5 at the end of the year, he gives to each

horfeman the balance he is entitled to in money,

which is paid to him with great punctuality.

As the -foldiers * had been of the greater! fer-

vice to us, I afked permifTion to make them a pre-

fent of a piece of blue cloth, and I fent to the

millions, coverlets, fluffs, beads, iron tools, and

in general all the little articles, which might be

necefTary to them, and which we had not an oppor-

tunity of difcributing among the Indians of

Port des Franfais. The prefident informed the

whole village, that it was a prefent from their old

and faithful allies, who profeiled the fame religion

as the Spaniards ; which fo particularly procured

'tis their good-will, that the next day each of

them brought us a bundle of hay or ftraw, for

* There were only eighteen at the prefidency.

the
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the fheep and oxen we were about to put on board.

Our gardener gave the miflionaries fome Chili

potatoes, very perfectly preferved ; I believe that

this was not the leaft valuable of our prefents, and

that this root will thrive very well in thofe light

and very fertile lands in the vicinity of Mon-

terey.

From the day of our arrival we had feduloufly

employed ourfelves in getting in wood and water j

we had received permiffion to cut the former as

near as poffible to our longboats. Our botanifts,

en their part, loft not a moment towards increaiing

the collection of plants, but the feafon was very

unfavourable, the fummer's heat had entirely

dried them up, and their feeds were fcattered

over the earth. Thofe which M. Collignon, our

gardener, could recolledt, were the common worm-

wood, the fea wormwood, fouthernwood, mug-

wort, the Mexican tea, the golden rod of Canada,

the Italian flarwort, milfoil, deadly nightfhade,

fpurrey, and water mint. The gardens of the

governor and the miffions were filled with an in-

finite number of pot-herbs, which were gathered

for us, and our mips companies had not in any

country met with fo great a quantity of pulfe.

Our mineralogifts were not lefs zealous than

the botanifts, but they were ftill lefs fortunate ;

they met upon the mountains, in ravines, and on

the fea-fhore, only a light and argillaceous ftone,

very



2J4 L ^ PER0USE S VOYAGE

very eafily decompofed, and which is a fpecies of

marie ; they alfo found blocks of granite, the veins

of which concealed cryflallized feld-fpar, fome

rounded fragments of porphyry and jafper, but

no trace pf metal. Shells are not more abundant

there, with the exception of fuperb haliotes j they

are'even nine inches in length by four in' breadth,

all the reft are not worth the trouble it would

take to collect them"*. The fouth and eaft coafts

of Old California are much richer in this part of

natural hiftoryj there are found oyIters, the pearls

of which equal in fize and beauty thofe of Ceylon,

or the Gulph of Perfia. Thefe would be an ar-

ticle of great value, and certain of a fale in China,

but it is impoffible for the Spaniards to make ufe

of all their means of induftry.

On the 2 2d in the evening every thing was on

board ; we took leave of the governor and mif-

fionaries. We carried away as much provision as

on our departure from Conception ; the poultry-

yard of M. Fages, and that of the religious, had

been transferred to our hen-coops j the religious

had alfo added befides, grain, beans, peafe, and

had only kept what was abfolutely neceffary ; they

rtfufed to receive any payment, and to the repre-

fentations we made them, only anfwered, that they

* There are alfo little olives, whelks, and different lea

{hails, which afford nothing curious.

were
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were but the adminiflrators, and not the proprie-

tors of the property of the millions.

On the 23d the winds were contrary, and in the

morning of the 24th we failed with a breeze at

weft. Don Eftevan Martinez came on board

at day-break ; his longboat, and all his crew

were continually at our fervice, and affifted us

in all our labours. I can but feebly exprefs the

fentiments of gratitude which we are indebted to

him for thefe acts of kindnefs, as well as thofe of

M. Vincent Vafladre y Vega, a young man of

great merit and genius, who was upon the point of

departing for China, to conclude a commercial

treaty relative to otters fkins.
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CHAPTER XII.

JJlronomical Observations— Comparifcn of the Re/ults

obtained by the Dlfiances of the Sun and Moon,

and by our Time- keepers, which have ferved us

the Bafts of our Chart of the American Coaft—
Jufi Motives for thinking that our Labour deferves

the Confidence of Navigators— Vocabulary of the

Language of the different Colonies which are in

the"Parts adjacent to Monterey, and Remarks on

their Pronunciation,

(SEPTEMBER, 1 786.)

"UyniLST our fhips companies were employed

in completing our wood and water, M.
Dagelet took his quadrant afhore, for the purpofe

of determining, with the greatefr, exaclnefs, the

latitude of Monterey ; it was matter of confider-

able regret to him, that circumftances would not

fufTer him to make a ftay there long enough tp

refume the comparifons of our time-keepers j the

theft of the memorandum book of obfervations,

committed on us by the favages of Port des Fran-

fats, left him in fome fmall uncertainty as to the

daily lofs of the time-piece No. 19, with the aflift-

ance of which we had determined all the points of

the
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the coaft of America ; this aftronomer was evea

of opinion, that he ought to regard as nothing the

comparifons made upon Cenotaph Ifland, and he

preferred to them thofe taken at the bay of Talca-

guana, in Chili, though too old, perhaps, to deferve

a perfect confidence; but it ought never, for a

moment, to be forgotten, that we every day com-

pared the refult in longitude given by the time-

piece with that given by obferving the distances of

the fun and moon on board each fhip, and that the

continual and per feci: agreement of thefe refujts

did not leave any doubt, with regard to the ac-

curacy of thofe on which we at length determined.

As the perfohs who iludy the mathematics may

be defirous to know what is the limit of the errors

of which the determinations of longitude, con-

cluded at fea from the obfervations of the diftance

of the fun and moon, may be fufceptible, it will

not appear out of feafon, in this place, to give an

idea of them.

Theory, affifted by a long feries of obfervations,

has never, till the prefent moment, attained to the

furnifhing of tables critically exacl: as to the motion

of the moon ; neverthelefs, this primary fource of

error, coniidering the precifion already attained on

this fubjecl:, leaves only an uncertainty of 40" or

50" of time at the moil, and commonly only 30"*

which only anfwer to a quarter of a degree of

geographical longitude; becaufe the motion of the

moon*
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moon, in regard to the fun, is, upon the average,

one half minute of a degree for every minute of

time, and the minute of time anfwers to a quarter

of a degree of geographical longitude; whence it

follows, that the longitudes deduced from the com-

parifon of diilances obferved at fea, with diftances

calculated for the fame periods, and for a deter-

mined meridian, can only be affected by the error

of the tables, if there be one, to the extent of a

quarter of a degree in common cafes, often even

lefs, and very rarely a greater.

The fecond fource of error, that which arifes

from the imperfection of the inftruments, and from

a defect in the fkill or precifion of the obferver,

cannot be affigned in fo exact a manner, as that

which is caufed by the imperfection of the tables.

As to the reflecting octants and fextants, the

limitation of the error depends, as to the inftrument,

on the accuracy of the divifions $ and as to the

obferver, i°. on the difficulty of verifying the

point of o ; 2°. that of well obferving the con-

tact of the two planets -, and this lad depends oil

the goodnefs of the fight, experience, and expert-

nefs of the obferver.

The only caufe of error common to the reflect-

ing circles, and the fextants and octants, is the

difficulty of obferving the contacts ; and they have

many advantages over thefe, which render the ufe

of them more certain : the principal one is, that

the
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the error to be dreaded in the verification is

nothing, becaufe the obiervations being fucceffively

made on the right and left, there is never occafion

to make this verification. As to the inaccuracy

of the fcale, it is reduced at will by repeated ob-

fervations, and it depends only on the patience of

the obferver, that the error proceeding from the

fcale may finally be confidered as nothing *. After

having thus laid down the limit of error, we may

be allowed to conclude, that the mean of our re-

fults for the determination of the longitude, by ob-

fervation of the distances of the fun and moon,,

has not, in any cafe, been affected by an error of

more than a quarter of a degree ; for having con-

flantly employed the reflecting circle, having never

neglected, during every operation, to repeat the

obfervation as often as the circumftances of the

moment would permit, the obfervers being always

in full practice, we had nothing further to dread,

but the uncertainty or limited error which might

proceed from the imperfections of our lunar

tables.

We have then been enabled to employ, with'

certainty, the refults of thefe operations repeated

* The fextants we ufed were made by Ramfden, an Eng-

lifh artift; the reflecting circles, the invention of M. de Borde,

were executed by Lenoir, a French agronomical and mathe-

matical inltrument maker.

almoft
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almoft every day, to verify the regularity of the

time-keepers by the comparifon of their refults

with the others. We again truft, and without

doubt with reafon, in the combination and con-

tinual agreement of feveral refults of obfervations,

obtained in different circumftances, and feparately,

as I have faid, on board each fhip, all which reci-

procally ferving as proof, have furnifhed a com-

mon and inconteflible proof of the fteady regu-

larity of the time-keeper, No. 19, with the aflifl-

ance of which we have determined the longitude

of all the points of the American coafls which we

have furveyed. The precautions of every kind,

which we have accumulated and multiplied, give

me an affurance, that our determinations have

acquired a degree of accuracy, which deferves

the confidence of navigators and men of fci-

ence.

The utility of the time-keepers is fo generally

acknowledged, and fo clearly explained in the

Voyage de M. de Fleurieu, that we ihall only fpeak

of the advantages we derived from them, for the

purpose of better obferving how much M. Ber-

thoud has furpaffed the limits, which have been

afligned to his art ; fmce, after eighteen months,

numbers 1.8 and 19 afforded refults as fatisfactory

as at our departure^ and have enabled us to deter-

mine feveral times a day our exact pofition as to

1 longitudes
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longitude, from which M. Bernizet has drawn the

chart of the American coaft *.

This chart certainly leaves a great deal to be
wiffied for as to the details; but we can anfwer

for the principal points of the coaft, which we have

critically determined, as well as its direction; it

appeared to us to be generally acceffible ; we have

not perceived any breakers in the offing, but there

may be fome banks near the coaft ; of this, how-
ever, we have no proof.

M. de Lamanon, author of the following notes,

is of opinion, that it is extremely difficult to give

exact vocabularies of the idiom of the different

people who inhabit the parts adjacent to Mon-
terey : he can only anfwer for the care and pains

he has taken to avoid the adoption of any errors

;

he would not perhaps himfelf place any confider-

able confidence in his own obfervations, if he had
not in the millions, where he paffed three or four

days, met with two Indians, who, from perfectly

* It is neceffary to remark, that the labour of the aftro-

nomical obfervations, and of the charts, was common to the

two (hips ; and as M. Monge was landed at Teneriffe, M. de
Langle, who is himfelf a very good aftronomer, remained
charged with the direftion of all this labour, in which he was
affifted by Meffrs. Vajuas, Lauriiton, and Blondelas. This-
laft has drawn a part of the charts from the obfervations that

were given to him.

Vol. II. R under-.
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understanding the Spanilh language, afforded him

great affiftance.

I will take upon me to fay, from the obferva-

tions of M. de Lamanon, that there is not perhaps

any country where the different idioms are fo mul-

tiplied as in North California. The numerous co-

lonies which divide this country, although very

near each other, live infulated, and have each a par-

ticular language. It is the difficulty of learning

them all which confoles the miffionaries for not

knowing any of them ; they need an interpreter

for their fermons and death-bed exhortations.

Monterey, and the miffion of Saint Charles, which

is dependant on it, comprife the country of the

Achaftliens and the Ecclemachs. The two lan-

guages of thefe people, partly united, in the fame

miffion, would foon form a third, if the chriftian

Indians ceafed their communication with thofe of

the rancheries. The language of the Achaftliens

is proportioned to the feeble developement of their

undemanding. As they have few abftra6t ideas,

they have few words to exprefs them ; they did

not feem to us to diftinguifh the feveral fpecies of

animals by different names ; they give the fame

name, ouakeche, to frogs and toads ; they made no

greater difference among the vegetables, which

they ufed in the fame manner. Their epithets

for the qualities of moral objects are almoft

all borrowed from the fenfe of tafte, which is that

which
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which they moft delight in gratifying; in this

way they ufe the word miffich to fignify a good

man, and a favoury food, and they give the word
keches to a wicked man, and tainted meat.

They diftinguifh the plural from the fingular;

they conjugate fome tenfes ofverbs ; but they have

no declenfion ; their fubftantives are much more
numerous than their adjectives, and they never ufe

the labials F B, or the letter X ; they have the

chr as at Port des Francis, chrjkonder, bird,

chruk, cabin, but their pronunciation is in general

fmoother.

The dipthong ou appears in more than half their

words; chourouiy to fing, touroun, the fkin, tou-

curs, a finger nail ; and the moft common initial

cbnfonants are the T and the K : the terminations

very often vary.

They make ufe of their fingers in order to count

as far as ten, very few of them can do it from me-
mory, independent of any material fign. If they

want to exprefs~the number which follows eight,

they begin by counting with their fingers, one,

two, &c. and flop when they have pronounced

nine ; without this afliflance, it is feldom they ar-

rive at number five.

Their numerical terms are 5

One,

Two, s . . . . . outis.

R 2 Three,
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Three, capes.

Four, outitL

Five, is.

Six, etefake.

Seven, kaleis.

Eight, oukufmafakhen.

Nine, pak.

Ten, tonta.

The country of the Ecclemachs extends more

than twenty leagues to the eaft of Monterey ; the

language of its inhabitants widely differs from thofe

of all their neighbours j it even poffeffes more re-

femblance to our European languages than to

thofe of America. This grammatical phenomenon,

which in this refpecl is more curious than any that

lias hitherto been obferved on this continent, will

perhaps intereft the learned, who, from the com-

parifon of languages, trace the hiftory of the tranf-

planting of nations. It feems that the languages

of America have a diftinct character, which pofi-

tively feparates them from thofe of the old conti-

nent. In comparing them with thofe of Brafil and

Chili, and a part of California, as well as with the

numerous vocabularies given by different voyagers,

it is to be obferved, that the American languages in

general are deficient in many of the labial letters,

and more particularly of the letter F, which the Ec-

clemachs ufe, and pronounce like the Europeans.

The
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The idiom of this nation is alfo richer than that

of the other people of California, though it is not

to be compared" with the languages of civilized

nations. If from thefe obfervations we fliould

be induced to conclude, that the Ecclemachs are

Grangers to this part ofAmerica, it muft at lean: be

admitted, that they have been inhabitants of it for

a long time paft ; for in colour, features, and in

general all the exterior forms, they differ nothing

from the other people of this country.

Their numerical terms are :

One, pek.

Two, . . oulach.

Three, oullef.

Four, amnahon.

Five, pemaca.

Six, . . . . , pekoulana.

Seven, houlakoalano.

Eight, kouiefala-

Nine, kamakoualane.

Ten, tomo'ila.

Other words.

Friend, mgefecb,

Bow, pagounach.

Beard, ifcotre.

R3 To
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To dance, ......... me/pa.

Teeth, aour.

Seal, . . Gp.obabos.

No, .-.' maal.

Yes, ike.

Father, , . r . aoi.

Mother, atzia.

Star, aimoulas.

Night, toumanes.

I f

'
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CHAPTER XIII.

Departurefrom Monterey—Plan of the Track which

we propofed to follow in traverfing the Weftern

Ocean as far as China—- Vain Re/earch of the

IJland Noftfa Senora de la Gorta—Dijcovery of

Necker's IJland—Meet, during the Night, with a

Junken Rock, upon which we were in danger of pe-

rifhing—Defcription of that Junken Rock—Deter-

mination of its Latitude and Longitude—Vain

Search after the Ijles de la Mira and des Jardins—
We make the IJland ofAJfumpiion one ofthe Marian-

nes—Defcription and true Situation ofthat IJland in

Latitude and Longitude—Error of the old Charts

ofthe Mariannes—We fix the Longitude and Lati-

tude of the Bafhee IJlands—We anchor in the Road

of Macao.

(SEPTEMBER, I786. JANUARY, I787.)

hpHE part of the great ocean which we had to

traverfe, in order to arrive at Macao, is nearly

an unknown fea; the Spaniards, who alone had

frequented it, had, during a great length of time,

loft that ardour for difcoveries, which might per-,

haps have been excited by the thirft for gold, but

which caufed them to brave all dangers. To the

old enthufiafm, the cold calculation of fecurity has

R 4 fuc-
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fucceeded ; their track during their voyage from
Acapulco to Manilla, lies within a fpace of twenty

leagues, between the 13th and the 14th degree of
latitude j on their return they run nearly in the pa-
rallel of 40 , by the aid of weflerly winds, which are

very frequent in thefe feas. Certain, from long

experience, of never meeting there either funken

rocks or fhoals, they can run during the night with

as little precaution as in the European feas ; their

voyages from one port to another are much fhorter,

by being more direct; and the intereft of their

employers is lefs expofed to be injured by (hip-

wrecks.

The object of our voyage being new difcoveries,

and the progrefs of navigation in feas but little

known, we endeavoured to fhun frequented tracks,

with as much care as the galleons on the contrary

take to follow, as it were, the wake of the fliip that

has preceded them ; we were, however, obliged to

keep in the zone of the trade winds ; without their

affiftance we had no chance of reaching China in

fix months and confequently of purfulng the ul-

timate defign of our voyage.

In departing from Monterey, I formed the plan

of lhaping my courfe to the fouth-weft as far as 1 3°

of latitude, in which parallel fome geographers

have placed the ifland of Noftra Senora de la Gorta.

All my endeavours to find out the navigator, who

formerly made this difcovery, have been entirely

fruitlefso
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fruitlefs. In vain have I read over my notes, and

all the printed voyages which were on board the

two frigates; I have found neither a hiflory nor ro-

mance of this ifland, and I believe it is folely from

the chart tiken by admiral Anion in the galleon

from Manilla, that geographers have continued to

affign it a place in the great ocean *.

I had procured at Monterey a Spanifh manu-

fcript chart of this fame ocean, which differs very

little from that which the editor of Admiral Anjorfs

Voyage has caufed to be engraved, and it may be re-

lied upon, that, fince the taking of the Manilla gal-

leon by this admiral, and even during the courfe of

two ages, no progress has been made in the know-

ledge of this fea, till the fortunate difcovery of the

Sandwich I Hands ; the Refolution and Difcovery

being, with the BoufTole and Aftrolabe, the only

ihips which for two hundred years have departed

from the tracks followed by the galleons f.

Calms and contrary winds detained us two days

in fight of Monterey; but they foon became fixed

at north-weft, and permitted me to reach the pa-

rallel of 1 8°, in which I propofed to run the fpace of

five hundred leagues, as far as the longitude af-

figned to the ifland of Noftra Senora de la GorUi

* See the note p. 32 of this volume.—($r. Ed.)

I Admiral Anfon, and feveral buccaneers, having had no

other obje<ft than that of making prizes, have always followed

%he common tfack.

this
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this was lefs in the hope of meeting with it, than

to blot it from the charts, becaufe it would be very

defireable, for the fuccefs of navigation, that iflands

badly determined as to latitude and longitude

ihould remain in oblivion, or totally unknown,

till the time when accurate obfervations, at leaft

as to latitude, had marked their true fituation upon

a line j if, however, obfervations on the longitude

had not allowed the afligning to them the exact

point which they occupy upon the globe. It was

my intention after this, to run down to the fouth-

weft, and to crofs the track of captain Clarke,

at 2o of latitude, and in 179 of eaft lon-

gitude, from the meridian of Paris; this is nearly

the point where the Engliih captain was obliged

to quit this track, for the purpofe of vifiting Kamt-

fchatka *.

I had at firil a very fortunate run ; the north-

weflerly winds were fucceeded by thofe from the

north-eaft, and I had no doubt of our foon at-

taining the region of the trade winds ; but on the

* Captain Clarke, in departing from the Sandwich Iflands,

wifhed to follow, the parallel of 20 as far as the meridian

of Kamtfchatka, becaufe this track being new, he hoped to

make fome difcoveries in it. He did not change his courfe

till the 30th of March 1779; he was then in 180 40' eaft lon-

gitude, or at 1 79 zd to the weftward of the meridian of

Greenwich; which gives 178 20' eaftern longitude from the

meridian of Paris.

—

(Fr. Ed,)

18th



ROUND THE WORLD. 2$I

1 8th of October, they changed to the weflward,

and were there as fteady as in the high latitudes,

only varying from north -weft to fouth-weft. I con-

tended with thefe obftacles for eight or ten days,

taking advantage of the different changes to get

to the weftward, and at length gain the longitude

at which I had proppfed to arrive.

We had almoft continual ftorms and rains ; the

humidity between the decks was extreme ; all

the failors clothes were drenched, and I was very

apprehenfive that the fcurvy might be the confe-

quence of this unfavourable weather ; but we had

only a few degrees to run to arrive at the meridian

which I wifhed to attain, and on the 27th of Oc-

tober I reached it. We had no other fign of

land than two fpecies of fandpipers, which were

caught on board the Aftrolabe j but they were fo

lean, that it feemed to us very pofiible they might

have wandered over the feas for a long time, or

might come from the Sandwich Iflands, from

which we were diftant not more than a hundred

and twenty leagues. The ifland of Noftra Senora

de la Gorta being laid down upon my Spaniih

chart 45' more to the fouthward, and 4 more to

the weflward, than upon that of admiral Anfon,

I fhaped my courfe with an intention of paffing

over this fecond point, but I was not at all more

fortunate. The wefterly winds continuing to blow

always in thefe latitudes, I endeavoured to near

the
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the tropic, in order to meet with the trade winds,

which might carry us to Afia, and the temperature

of which feemed to me more likely to keep our

fhips companies in good health : as yet we had not

a fick man on board ; but our voyage, although

very long, was fcarcely yet begun, in relation to

the immenfe fpace which remained to us to run

over. If the vaft plan of our voyage did not

ftartle any one, our fails and rigging every day re-

minded us, that we had continually kept the feas

for feventecn months ; our running rigging was

giving way every moment, and our fail- makers

were incefTantly employed in repairing our canvas,

which was almoft entirely worn out j it is true, we

had a fecond fuit of fails on board, but the pro-

jected length of our voyage required the mod rigid

economy. Near the half of 6ur cordage was al-

ready unferviceable, and we were very far from

having made the half of our voyage.

On the 3d of November, in 24° 4/ north lati-

tude, and 165 of weft longitude, we were fur-

rounded with noddies, man-of-war birds, and

terns, which feldom go far from land j we there-

fore flood on with more caution, carrying very

little fail during the night, and on the 4th of

November, in the evening, we made an ifland

which bore weft of us four or five leagues ; it ap-

peared to be rather inconfiderable, but we flattered

ourfelves it was not the only one.

I made
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I made a fignal to keep our wind, and to re-

main {landing on and off all night, waiting for day

with the utmoft impatience, in order to continue

our difcovery. At five o'clock in the morning of

the 5th of November we were only three leagues

from the ifland, and ran down before the wind to

reconnoitre it. I hailed the Aftrolabe to make

fail ahead, and prepare to anchor, if the coaft

mould afford an anchorage, and a creek where it

was pofTible to land.

This very fmall ifland is little elfe than a rock

of about five hundred toifes in length, and in height

fixty, at the mofl : there is not a fingle tree to be

feen on it ; but on the top of it is a great deal of

grafs 5 the naked rock is covered with the dung of

various birds, and appears white, which makes a

contraft to the different red fpots upon which the

grafs has not grown. I came within a third of a

league of it ; the extremities of it were perpendi-

cular, like a wall, and the fea broke all around

with the utmoft violence, which rendered it im-

poffible to think of landing. We almoft entirely

failed round this ifland, and took a very exact plan

of it ; its latitude and longitude, determined by

M. Dagelet, are 23° 34' north, and 166 52" weft

of Paris. I named it JJle Necker. If its fterility

render it of little importance, its exadt fituation

is very interefting to navigators, to whom it might

be attended with fatal confequences. I had pafifed

very
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very near to the fouth part without founding, not

to flop the (hip's way. The breakers covered the

whole coaft, except the fouth-eaft point, where

there was a little ridge of rocks which might ex-

tend two cables length ; I wilhed, before I con-

tinued my courfe, to be convinced whether we

could get ground. Both the frigates founded, the

Aftrolabe being nearly a league to leeward -, we

found alongfide of each frigate only five and twenty

fathoms 5 the bottom of broken fhells. M. de

Langle and I were very far from expecting fo fmall

a depth. It fcemed evident to me, that Necker

Hand is at this time only the top, or, in fome fort,

perhaps, the nucleus of a much more considerable

ifland, which, probably, from being compofed of a

tender and diifoluble fubftance, the fea by degrees

has mined away ; but the rock, which at prefent

is obferved to be very hard, will, during many

ages, defy the tooth of Time, and the efforts of the

fea. As it was very material for us to know the

extent of this bank, we continued to found on

board the two frigates, directing our courfe to the

weftward. In proportion as we left the more, the

depth gradually increafed, and, at the diftance of

about ten miles, we had no bottom with a hundred

and fifty fathoms of line out ; but over this fpace

of ten miles, we found no other ground than coral

and broken fhells. During the courfe of this day,

we had men continually looking out at the maft-

& head -

3
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head ; the weather was fqually, with rain ; there

was, however, from time to time, very fine clears,

and our horizon extended at fuch times tenor twelve

leagues; at fun-fet, more efpeci ally, it was as fine

as could poflibly be conceived. We perceived

nothing around us ; but the number of birds was

not diminifhed, and we faw flights, confuting of

feveral hundreds, moving in different directions, fo

that we could not tell, with any precifion, to what

quarter they were going.

We had had fo fine a profpect at night-fall, and

the moon, which was almoft at the full, gave fo

great a light, that I thought we might venture to

ftand on. I had, in fact, by the light of the moon,

perceived overnight Necker ifland, at four or five

leagues diftance; I gave orders, however, to take

in ail the ftudding- fails, and to reduce the mips

way to three or four knots an hour. The wind

being at eaft, we fleered weft. From the time of

our departure from Monterey, we had never had a

finer night, or a fmoother fea, and it was this

fmoothnefs of the water which had nearly proved

fatal to us. Towards half an hour paft one o'clock

in the morning, we perceived breakers at two ca-

bles length ahead of the fhip : the fea was fo fmooth,

as I have already mentioned, that they fcarcely

made any noife, but broke at a diftance from each

other, and very little. The Aftrolabe perceived

them at the fame time ; this fhip was rather more

diflant
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diftant from them than the BoufTole 3 we both at

the fame inftant hauled to port, with our heads to

the fouth fouth-eaft; and, as our ihip had ftrong

head- way during this manoeuvre, I do not think that

our diftance from the breakers can be eftimated at

more than a cable's length. I gave orders for

founding ; we had nine fathoms, rocky bottom ;

foon after ten fathoms, twelve fathoms, and in about

a quarter of an hour got no ground with fixty

fathoms. We had juft efcaped the moft imminent

danger to which navigators can be expofed ; and

I do no more than juftice to my fhip's company in

faying, that there never was, in fimilar circum-

ftances, lefs diforder and confufion ; the flighted

negligence in the working of the fhip which we

had to execute, in order to remove ourfelves from

the breakers, would neceflarily have brought on

our deftruction. During nearly an hour, we per-

ceived the continuation of thefe breakers; but they

flretchcd away in the weftward, and in three hours

we had loft fight of them. I continued, however,

fleering fouth-fouth-eaft till day i it was very fine

and clear, and we did not perceive any breaker,

though we had only run five leagues from the time

we had changed our courfe. I am perfuaded, that

if we had not more particularly reconnoitered this

funken rock, many doubts would have remained

as to the reality of its exiftence. But it was not

fufficient for us to be certain of it, and to have

efcaped
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tfcaped the danger : I was ftill defirous, that navi-

gators mould no longer be expofed to if 5 in con-

sequence of whichJ made the fignal, at day-break,

to tack, to find it once more. At eight o'clock

in the morning we had fight of it, in the north-

north-weft ; I crowded fail to near it, and we foon

perceived an iflet or fplit rock, the diameter of

which waSj at molt, fifty toifes, and from twenty

to five and twenty fathoms in height j it was fitu-

ate upon the north-weft extremity of this reef of

rocks, the fouth-eaft point of which, where we had
been fo near deftru&ion, extended more than four

leagues in that point of the compafs. We faw,

between the iflet and the fouth-eaft breakers, three

fand banks, which were not raifed more than four

feet above the level of the fea: they were, between
each of them, feparated by a kind of greenifh

water, which did not feem to be a fathom deep

:

rocks level with the water, upon which the fea

broke with violence, furrounded this dangerous

Ihoal, as a circle of diamonds furrounds a medal*,

lion, and thus guarded it from the fury of the fea.

We coafted along it at lefs than the diftance of a
league on the eaft, fouth, and weft fide ; we were
in no uncertainty as to any part but the north, of
which we could only obtain a bird's eye view from
the maft-head

: it may thus be poffibie, that it is

confiderably more extenfive than we have been
able to form a judgment of ; but the length of it

Vol. II. s from
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from fouth-eaft to north-weft, or from the extre-

mity of the breakers which had nearly proved fo

fatal to us, as far as the iflet, is four leagues. The

geographical fituation of this iflet, eftimated from

the only vifrble part of it, was fixed by M. Dagelet

in 23 45' north latitude, and i63° io' weft lon-

gitude; it is twenty-three leagues diftant to the

weft-north-weft fromNecker's Ifland; it may fafely

be approached within the diftance of four leagues.

I named this dangerous. rock, Bajfe des Frigates

Franfaife, becaufe it was near proving the termi-

nation of our voyage.

Having determined, with all the accuracy in our

power, the geographical fituation of this reef, I

directed my courfe to the weft-fouth-weft. I had

obferved, that all the clouds feemed to gather in this

point of the compafs, and I from that Battered

nyyfelf, with at length finding land there of fome

importance. A heavy fwell, which came from the

yyeft-north-weft, induced me to think, that there

was no ifland to the northward ; and I was at fome

pains to perfuade myfelfx that Necker Ifland, and

Bap des Fregates Frar^alJeSy might perhaps pre-

cede an archipelago probably inhabited, or at leaft

habitable; but my conjectures were never realized>

the birds foon difappeared, and we loft ail hopes

of meeting any thing.

I made no change in the plan I had laid down

of crofting the tracjc of captain Clarke, at 179
* of
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of eaftlongitude, and on the 16th of November

I attained that point.- But though more than two

degrees to the fouthward of the tropic, we did

not fall in wifh the trade winds* which, in this la-

titude in the Atlantic Ocean, experience but very

flight and^omentary variations, and in a fpace of

more than eight hundred leagues, as far as the

vicinity of the Mariannes, we ran in the parallel

of 20°, with winds nearly as variable as thofe which

are met with in the months of June and July on
the French coafts. The wind from the north-

weft, which made a very high fea, fliifted firft to

the north, and then to the north-eaft ; the weather

was clear, and very fine ; they foon veered co eaft:

and fouth-eaft ; the iky was then whitifh and dull,

and it rained a good deal j fome hours afterwards*

when this fame wind had lhifted to the fouth-weft*

then to weft, and finally to north-weft, the horizon

became clear. This revolution continued three or

four days, and it happened only once that the fouth-

eaft winds chopped back again to the eaft and
north-eaft.

I have made fome details upon this regularly

variable progress of the wind in this latitude and

feafon, becaufe it feems to me to contradict, the

opinion of thofe, who explain the regularity and
lleadinefs of the winds between the tropics, by the

earth's rotatory motion. It is rather extraordinary,

that in the moil immenfe fea of the whole globe,

S.i over
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over a fpace where the reaction of the land cannot

have any influence, we experienced variable winds

during almoft two months, and that it fhould fo

happen, that in the vicinity of the Mariannes alone,

the winds fhould be fixed at eaft *
: though we

ran

* If the caufe of the trade winds be uncertain, the know-

ledge of their exiflence, and the period in which they prevail,

is infinitely ufeful to navigators ; it will only happen after

having crofTed the South Sea at different times, and in all

feafons, that a certain rule can be eftablifhed ; neverthelefs,

voyages known at this moment prove, that the eafterly winds

prevail in the feas adverted to by la Peroufe; a furvey of

Cook's table of courfes in his third voyage may carry con-^

viftion as to their fteadinefs during the months of March,

April, &c. If Clarke changed his courfe fooner than he had

otherwife intended, this was not owing to contrary winds;

for when they blew from the fouthward, he took advantage

of them to run to the northward. Captain King thus expref-

fes himfelf upon the fleadinefs of the winds : '« In the midft

" of thofe light winds, which had almoft continually prevailed

** iince our departure from the Sandwich Iflands "

In the following page, it is faid : " On the 6th of April, at

** noon, we loft the trade winds."

Ey comparing Dixon's journal with his table of courfes, it

will be feen, that on the 18th of September, he departed from

Attoui, and arrived at Macao the 8th of November; during

the -fifty-two days failing between the equator and the 13th

degree of north latitude, he ran down 88 degrees of longitude,

and the wind was foutherly only a iingle day ; all the reft of

the time the wind continued to the eaftward.

si Our captain judged it moft prudent to fteer to the fouth-

•« ward, 'till we were in about 13 deg. 30 min. North latitude,

"an4
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ran only in one track over this ocean, this is not
an entirely folitary fact, becaufe our run lafted

nearly two months. I agree, however, that it

ought not to be inferred, that the zone comprifed
between the north tropic and the 19th degree is not
in the line of the trade winds in the months of No-
vember and December. A fingle voyage is not
fufficient to change in this manner received opi-
nions

; but it may be relied on, that the Jaws on
which they are founded are not fo general, but
they may admit many exceptions, and therefore
do not refufe to bend to the explanations of thofe
who imagine they have dived into all the fecrets

of nature.

Halley's fyftem of the variation of the magnetic
needle would have been unworthy of confidence,
even in the eyes of its author, if this aftronomer,
celebrated on fo many other accounts, had de-
parted from Monterey in 124 of weft longi-
tude, and had run over the great ocean as far~as

.« and then bear away to the weftward ; as that track was the
« moft likely for a true trade, and it had been found in" captain
" Cook's laft voyage, that in the latitude 20 and 21 deg. to
" leeward of thefe iflands, the winds are at bell but light, and
« Often variable.

'

'—Dixon's Voyage, p. 2 8 1

.

"From this day
( 22d Oclober) to the 31ft, we had

" little variety. A conftant eafterly trade caufed a heavy
« fwell to fet in from eaft-north-eaft," kc—Dixon's Voyage,

p. 285. Here then is a frefli proof, that the trade winds'
prevail between thefe parallels during the months of Septem-
ber, O&ober, and November.—(Fr. Ed.)

S 3 1609
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160 of eaft longitude; for he would have per-

ceived, that in the fpace of 7 6°, or more than fif-

teen hundred leagues, the variation is only five

degrees; and that of courfe the navigator can

conclude nothing from it for the determination or

correcting of his longitude. The method of lunar

obfervations, more efpecially when joined to that

of the time-keepers, leaves fo little to be defired in

this refpecl, that we landed upon the ifland of Af-

fumption, one of the Mariannes, with the greateft

exa&nefs ; under a fuppofition, that the Ifland of

Tinian, the fituadon of which captain Wallis gave

from his obfervations, might be a little to the fouth-

ward of Aflumption. a direction which all navigators

and geographers have agreed to give to the Ma-

rianne Iflands. On the 14th of December, at two

o'clock in the afternoon, we made thefe iflands.

I had directed my courfe with an intention to

pafs between Mira Ifland and Defert and Gar-

den Iflands ; but their idle names occupy fpaces

on the charts, where no land ever was, and thus

deceive navigators, who will one day or other, per-

haps, meet with them feveral degrees to the north-

ward or fouthward*. This fame Affui nption

Ifland,

* « I have already advanced, in the laft note but one to

chap, i. and the notes tc chap. 11. that there is no certainty

to be obtained on thjs head, and that it would even be

dangerous t<J bjc* from geographical maps the ancient dif-

coveri.es.
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Ifland, which forms a part of a group of iflands

fo knowrij upon which we have a hiftory in feveral

volumes, is laid down upon the Jefuits chart, copied

by all the geographers, 30' too far to the north-

ward j its true pofition is in 19 45' north latitude,

and 143 ° 1
5' eaft longitude.

As from our anchorage we took the bearings of

the Mangs, 28 to the weftward, diftant about five

leagues, we obferved, that the three rocks of this

name are alfo placed 3c/ too much to the north-

ward : and it is nearly certain, that there exifts the

fame error as to Uracas, the lafl of the Marianne

Iflands, the archipelago of which extends only as

far as 20 20
/
north latitude. The Jefuits have efti-

mated the diftances between them tolerably well

;

but their aftronomical obfervations are in this refpect

very bad. They have been equally unfortunate

in their judgment as to the fize of Afiumption ;

for it is probable, that they had no other means of

afcertaining it but by their reckoning. They attri-

bute fix leagues of circumference to it : from the

angles we took it is reduced one half, and the

higheft point is about two hundred toifes above the

coveries, for which a navigator may have fearched in vain.

Here is an additional proof of the truth of my afTertion

:

Captain Marfhall, returning in 1788 from Botany Bay to

Macao, fell in with Garden Iflands in 2 1|° north latitude,

and 148I weft longitude, from, the meridian of Paris.—?

_(Fr. Ed.)

S 4 level
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level of the fea. It would be difficult for the mod
lively imagination to conceive a more horrible

place. The commoner! view, after fo very long a

run, would have appeared delightful to us ; but a

perfect cone, the furface ofwhich, to forty toifes above

the level of the fea, was as black as coal, while it

deceived our hopes, could not but afflict our fight j

for during feveral weeks we had feafued our ima-

gination with the cocoa nuts and turtles, which we

flattered ourieives with the hopes of finding in fome

one of .he Marianne I (lands.

We perceived, indeed, fome cocoa nut trees,

which fcarcely occupied a fifteenth part of the cir-

cumference of the ifland, in a hollow of forty

toifes, and which were thus fheltered, in fome

meafure, from Lne eart wind \ this is the only place

where it is pcilib-e for mips to come to an anchor,

in a bottom of thirty fathoms, black fand, which

extends at lead a quarter of a league. This an-

chorage had been gained by the Aftrolabe ; I had

alfo let go an anchor within reach of a piftol-fhot

of that frigate ; but having dragged it half a ca-

ble's length, we loft all bottom, and were obliged

to weigh it with a hundred fathoms of cable out,

and to make two tacks in order to near the land.

This trifling misfortune but little afflicted me,

becaufe I law that the ifland did not defervea long

flay. My boar went on fhore, under the command

bf M. Boutin, lieutenant of the (hip, as did that of
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the Aftrolabe, in which M. de Langle himfelf em-

barked, with Mefifrs. de la Martiniere, Vaujuas,

Frevoft, and father Receveur. I obferved, by the

help of my perfpective glak, that they found it very

difficult to get on more j the fea broke ail around,

and they had taken advantage of a fmoother in-

terval, and jumped into the fea up to their necks ;

I was much afraid, that the re-embarking might

prove dill more difficult, the billows appearing to

increafe every moment ; this was from that time

the only event which could induce me to come to

an anchor, for we were all as eager to leave it as

we had before been ardent in our willies to arrive

at it. Fortunately, at two o'clock, our boats re-

turned, and the Aftrolabe got under way. M,
Boutin informed me, that the ifland was a thoufand

times more horrible than it appeared at the dis-

tance of a quarter of a league j torrents of lava

formed ravines and precipices, bordered by fome

Hunted cocoa trees, very thinly fown, together with

a few matted creeping plants, through which it is

almoft impoflible to walk a hundred toifes in an

hour. Fifteen or fixteen perfons were employed,

from nine o'clock in the morning tflj noon, to carry

to the two boats about a hundred cocoa nuts,

which they had only the trouble of picking up from

under the trees; but the extreme difficulty lay in

carrying them to the fea-fhore, though the dis-

tance was very fmall. The lava which had flowed

from
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from the crater overfpreads the whole fide of the

cone, to within forty toifes from the fea \ the fum-

jnit feems in fome meafure to be vitrified, con-

lifting of a dark foot-coloured glafs ; we did not

once get a fight of the fummit, as it was always

capped by a cloud ; but though we had not feen it

fmoke, the fmell of fulphur, which it emitted to the

diflance of half a league at fea, gave me reafon to

think, that it was not quite extinct, and that it was

probable the lad eruption of it was at no great

diftance of time ; for there did not appear* any

trace of decompofition on the lava in the middle of

the mountain.

Every thing announced, that neither human crea-

ture nor quadruped had ever been fo unfortunate

as to have only this place for an afylum, upon

which we perceived nothing but fome large crabs,

which might be very dangerous in the night, if

they found any perfon afleep ; they brought one

of them on board : it is probable that this cruftace-

ous animal has driven away the fea birds from the

liland, by devouring their eggs, which they always

lay upon the land. We faw at the anchorage only

three or four noddies, but when we approached the

Hangs, our mips were fur-rounded by an innumerr

able quantity of birds. M. de Langle, while upon

Affumption liland, killed a bird that was black,

very much refembling a black bird, which did not

however increafe our collection, becaufe it fell

down
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down a precipice. Our naturalifts found very fine

fhells in the hollows of the rocks. M. de la Mar*.

tiniere made an ample collection of plants, and

carried on board three or four different fpecies of

banana trees^ which I had never feen in any other

country. We faw no other fifties but the red ray,

the fmall mark, and a fea ferpent, which might

be three feet in length and three inches in diameter.

The hundred cocoa nuts, and the very fmall num-

ber of objects of natural hiftory that we had pro-

cured fo quickly from this volcano, for this is

jts true appellation, had expofed our boats and

their crews to no inconfiderable dangers. M.
Boutin, who was obliged to throw himfelf into the

fea, in order to debark and get on board again,

had received feveral wounds in his hands, which

he had been obliged to lean upon the fharp-edged

rocks, with which the ifland is bordered. M. de

Langle had alfo run feveral rifks, but thefe are in-

feparable from all landings on fuch fmall i (lands,

and efpecially of fo round a form as this -, the fea,

coming frorn the windward, glides along the coaft,

and makes a furf upon all the points, which renders

the landing very dangerous.

Fortunately, we had a fufficiency of water to

ferve us till we reached China, for it would be

difficult to take in any of it at Affumption, if

there had been any upon this ifland -, our failors

faw none except in the hollows of the rocks,

where

H
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where it was preferved as in a vefTel, and the mofr

confiderable of them did not contain fix bot-

tles.

The Aftrolabe having gotten under way at three

o'clock, we continued our courfe to the weft-north-

weft, running at three or four leagues diftance

from the Mangs, which bore north-eaft by

north of us. I could have much wifhed to be

able to determine the filiation of Uracas, the

northernmoft of the Marianne I (lands ; but* it

would have loft a night, and I was eager to reach

China, fearing that the mips from Europe might

have departed before our arrival ; I ardently de-

fired to put France in pofTeffion of the details of
our labours on the American coaft, as well as the

narrative of our voyage as far as Macao, and
that I might not lofe a moment, I flood on with

every fail out.

During the night the two frigates were fur-

rounded by immenfe quantities of birds, which
feemed to me to be inhabitants of the Mangs and
Uracas, that are only rocks. Thefe birds evi-

dently never go far to leeward, for we had fcarcely

loft fight of the Mariannes in the eaft, and they

had accompanied us fifty leagues to the weftward.

The greateft number were fpecies of man-of-war
birds, and noddies, with fome gulls, terns, and tro-

pic birds. The breezes were ftrong in the channel

which
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which feparates the Mariannes from the Philippines,

the Tea was very high, and we were conftantly driven

to the fouthward by the currents ; they might run
about half a knot an hour. For the firft time fince

our departure from France the Bou/Tole made a
little water, but I attributed the caufe of it to fome
feams about the water-line, the oakum of which

had decayed. Our caulkers, who, during this

voyage, had examined the fide of the fhip, found

feveral feams almoft entirely open, and the/

fufpecled thofe which were near the water to be in

the fame ftate ; it was not poflible for them to

work on them at fea, but it became their firft

employment on our arrival in Macao Road.

On the 28 th we made the Bafhee * IHands, of

which admiral Byron has given a determination

as to longitude that is not exact : that of captain

Wallis is much nearer the truth. We pafFed

about a league from the two rocks which are the

mod to the northward ; they ought to be called

ijletsy notwithstanding the authority of Dampier,
becaufe the leaft of them is half a league in cir-

cumference, and, though it is not woody, we per-

ceived a great deal of grafs on the eaft fide. The
weft longitude of this iftet, determined when k
bore a league fouth ofus, was fixed from the mean

* Bafhees, or Bachi Iflands, fo named by William Dam-
pier, from the name of an intoxicating licjuor very much
drgjik there.—(Fr. Ed.)

of
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of more than fixty lunar obfervations, taken during

the mod favourable circumftances, in 119 41',

and its north latitude in 21 9' 13"*. M.
Bernizet has alfo laid down the relative pofition

of all thefe iflands, and drawn a p]an, which is the

refult of more than two hundred bearings taken.

I did not propoie to touch here, the Bafhees

having been already feveral times vifited, and

having nothing particularly interefting. After

determining the pofition, I then continued my

courfe towards China, and on the ift of January

1787, I found bottom in fixty fathoms. The

next day we were furrounded by a great number of

filhing boats, which kept the fea in very bad

weather ; they could not pay any attention to us.

The nature of their filhing did not allow them

to turn from it, for the purpofe of coming along-

fide the mips 5 they dragged over the bottom

v/ith very long nets, which they cannot haul up

in two hours.

On the 2d of January we made the White

Rock. We anchored in the evening to the north-

ward of Ling- ting Ifland, and the next day in

Macao Road, after having entered a ftrait or

channel, which I thought little frequented, though

* I thought it was neceffary to apprize navigators, that

thefe pretended rocks are (mall iflands, becaufe this denomi-

nation led me into an error tor feveral hours.

very.
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very beautiful *. We had taken on board Chinefe

pilots from Lamma I (land.

CHAPTER XIV.

Arrival at Macao—Stay in the Road ofTypa—Thg
Governor s obliging Reception—Defcription of-

Macao—Its Government—Its Population—Its

Relations with the Chinefe—Departurefrom Macao—Landing on the Ifland of Luconia-— Uncertainty

of the Pofition of the Banks of Bulinao, Manfloq,
and Marivelle—Defcription of the Village of Mari-
velle, or Mirafalle~—We enter into Manilla-Bay
by the South Paffage, after having in vain tried

the North—Marks for turning into Manilla-Bay

without Rifk—Anchorage at Cavite.

(January; February, 1787.}

*-pHE Chinefe, who had piloted us up to Macao,
refufed to conducl us up to the anchorage of

Typa
; they teftified the greater! eagernefs to get

- * Navigators who are defirous to know this channel, ought
to procure Dairymple's chart, engraved in the Neptune of
Dapres ; we left the Great Lamma, the Ling-ting Hands,
Chichovv, Laf-fam-mee, Long-fhitow, Chang-chow, to the

fouthward, and only the ifland Socko-chow, and the great

ailand Lantao to the northward*

- 'away
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away with their boats, and we fince learned, that

the mandarin cf Macao would have demanded

from each of them half the fum he had received.

Thefe kind of contributions are gener:lly pre-

ceded by feveral found baftinadoes. This people,

whofe laws are fo much boafted of in Europe, is

perhaps the mod unfortunate, the mod aggrieved,

and the moft arbitrarily governed, of any on the

face of the earth 5 if, however, it be fair to judge

of the Chinefe government, by the defpotifm of

the mandarin of Macao.

The weather, which was very cloudy, had pre-

vented us from perceiving the town ; at noon it

cleared up, and we made it from the weft a degree

fouth about three leagues. I fent a boat on more,

commanded by M. Boutin, to advertife the go-

vernor of our arrival, and to acquaint him, that we

intended to make fome ftay in the road, for the

purpofe of refting and refrefhing our mips com-

panies. M. Bernardo Alexis de Lemos, go-

vernor of Macao, received this officer in the moft

obliging manner -, he made us an offer of every

affiftance in his power, and immediately fent a

Malay pilot on board, to conduct us to the an-

chorage of Typa ; at day- break the next day we

got under way, and at eight o'clock in the

mornino- we brought up in three fathoms and a

half, muddy ground, the town of Macao bearing

north-weft five miles.

We
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We came to an anchor alongfide of a French

flute, commanded by M. de Richery, enfign in

the navy ; fhe came from Manilla, deftined, by

Meffrs. d'Entrecafteaux and Cofligny, to cruize

on the eaftern coafts, and there to protect our

commerce. We had then at length, at the end

of eighteen months, the pleafure of meeting riot

only with our countrymen, but even comrades and

acquaintances. M. de Richery had the night

before accompanied the Malay pilot, and had

brought us a very confiderable quantity of fruits,

pulfe, frefh meat, and in general every thing

which he could imagine might be agreeable to

navigators after a long voyage. Our apparent

good ftate of health feemed to furprife him. He
informed us of the political (late of Europe, the

fituation of which was exactly the fame as at our

departure from France ; but all his refearches at

Macao to find out fome one who had been charged

with our packets were in vain j it was more than

probable, that no letter addreffed to us had arrived

in China, and we experienced the melancholy idea

of having been forgotten by our friends and families.

Sorrowful fituations make men unjuft; thefe

letters, which we fo forcibly regretted, might have-

been entrufted to the company's fhip which

had loft its parTage; her confort alone had ar-

rived this year, and information was received from

the captain, that the greater part of the money,

Vol. II. T and
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and all the letters, had been fent by the other fhip*

We were perhaps more afflicted than the mer-

chants by the unfavourable weather which had

prevented the arrival of this (hip, and it was im-

poliible for us not to remark, that out of twenty-

nine Engiiih mips, five Dutch, two Danes, one

Swede, two Americans, and two French, the

only' one which had loll its paffage was of our

nation. As the Engiiih never truft the com-

mand of their mips except to thorough-bred

feamen, a fimilar event is what rarely happens

to them ; and when, arriving too late in the Chinefe

Seas, they find the north-eaft monfoon ki in,

they ftruggle with obitinacy againft this impe-

diment i they frequently penetrate to the eaftward

of the Philippines, and Handing to the northward

in this +ea, much more extenfive and iefs ex-

pofed to cun-ents, they re-enter by the fouth of

the Bamee Iflands, make the land of Fiedra

Blanca, and, as we did, pafs to the northward of

the Great Lamma. We were witnefTes of the ar-

rival of an Englifh veiTel, which, after having

followed this track, anchored in Macao Road ten

days after us, and immediately afterwards went

up to Canton*.

* D'Entrecafteaux, in 1787, made a voyage from the If**

«f France to China againft a monfoon ; he crofTed parts of a

fea almoft unknown, and difcovered fome dangerous rocks

and fhoals not mentioned in any chart.

—

(Fr. Ed.)

My
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My firft care, after the (hip's being moored, was
to go on fhore with M. de Langle, in order to thank

the governor for the obliging reception he had given
to M. Boutin, and to aft. his permiffion to have
an eftablifhment on fhore, for the purpofe of
erecting an obfervatory, and giving reft to M.
Dagelet, who was very much fatigued with our

voyage, as well as M. Rollin, our furgeon major,

who after having, by his care and advice, warded off

the fcurvy and all other difeafes from us, would
himfelf have been obliged to yield to the fatigues

of pur long voyage, had our arrival been retarded

a week longer.

M. de Lemos received us as countrymen

;

every favour we had afked was granted, with a

politenefsto which no language can do juftice.

He made, us an offer of his houfe, and, as he did

not fpeak French, his wife, a young Portuouefe
from Lifbon, officiated as his interpreter. To
the anfwers of her hufband fhe added amiablenefs

and grace peculiar to herfelf, and fuch as tra-

vellers can rarely flatter themfelves with meeting
in the firft cities of Europe.

Dona Maria de Saldagna had twelve years ago
married M. de Lemos at Goa, and very foon
after the marriage I happened to be in that city,

commander of the flute la Seine -, fhe was To kind
as to remind me of this event, which was very
ftrongly impreiTed on my memory, and obligingly*

T 2

°

tQ
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to add, that I was an old acquaintance; after*

which, calling all her children, fhe told me that

fhe always thus prefented herfelf to her friends ;

that their education was the object of all her

cares ; that fhe was proud of being their mother,

which pride we mud have the goodnefs to par-

don, as fhe was determined to introduce herfelf

to our acquaintance with all her faults.

The whole world could not exhibit a more

charming picture ; the fined children furrounded

and embraced the molt lovely mother, whofe

kindnefs and fweetnefs of manners fpread itfelf

over every thing around her.

We were foon convinced, that to her charms

and private virtues me added a firm character,

and an elevated mind ; that in feveral delicate

circumftances, in which M. de Lemos had found

himfelf involved with the Ghinefe, he had been

confirmed in his generous refolutions by Madame

de Lemos, and they were both united in opinion,

that they ought not, after the example of their pre-

deceffors, to facrifice the honour of their nation to

any other intereft whatever. The adminiftration

ofM. de Lemos at Goa would have been a diftin-

guifhed period for that colony, if government had

thought proper to continue him in his place for a

longer term than three years, and had allowed him

time to accuftom the Chincfe to a refiftance, of

which.
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which, for more than a century, they had loft even

the remembrance.

As a man is as far diftant from China at Macao

as in Europe, from the extreme difficulty of pene-

trating into this empire, I will not follow the exam-

ple of navigators who have fpoken of it without any

knowledge whatever ; I will therefore confine my-*

felf to a defcription of the connexion of the Euro-

peans with the Chinefe ; the extreme humiliation

they experience in it > the feeble protection they

can derive from the Portuguefe fettlement upon

the coaft of China, and finally, the importance

which might be attached to the city of Macao, in

the poflemon of a nation which would conduct

itfelf with juitice, but at the fame time with

dignity and firmnefs, againft a government which

is perhaps the mod unjuft and opprefiive, and at

the fame time the moft cowardly, that at this

moment exifts in the whole world.

The Chinefe carry on a commerce with the

Europeans, which amounts to fifty millions, two

fifths of which are paid in filver, the reft in Eng-

lifli cloth, Batavian or Malacca tin, in cotton from

Surat and Bengal, in opium from Patna, in fandal

wood and pepper, from the coaft of Malabar.

Some articles of luxury are alfo carried from Eu-

rope, as looking glalTes of the largeft dimenfions,

Geneva watches, coral, fine pearls ; but it is fcarcely

worth while to reckon thefe laft articles, as they

T i cannot
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cannot be fold to any advantage but in very fmall

quantities. In exchange for all thefe riches, no-

thing is carried away but black or green tea, with

fome chefts of raw filk for the European manu-

factures,./or I reckon as nothing the China wrare,

with which they ballad their mips, and the filks,

from which they fcarcely derive any profit.

There certainly is not any nation in the world, that

carries on fo advantageous a commerce with

Grangers, neverthelefs there is not one thatimpofes

fuch hard conditions, and that with greater im-

pudence multiplies reftraints and vexations of

every kind ; there is not a fingle cup of tea drunk

in Europe, which has not been the caufe of an hu-

miliation to thofe who purchafed it at Canton, and

•who have embarked and failed over halfthe globe

to bring this leaf into our markets.

I cannot refrain from relating, that about two

years ago, an Englifh gunner, making a falute

by order of his captain, killed a Chinefe fiiherman

inafhampan7 who had imprudently and unknown to

the gunner placed himfelf within the range of the

enin. The fantock or governor of Canton de-

manded the gunner, and at length obtained him,

on a promife that he would not do him any harm,

adding, that he was not fo unjuft as to punifh an

involuntary homicide. Upon this aflurance the

unfortunate man was delivered up to him, and was

hanged two hours afterwards. The national ho-

nour
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nour demanded a fpeedy and extraordinary ven-

geance, but merchant mips do not poffefs the

means of it ; and the captains of thefe fhips, ac-

cuftomed to punctuality, honefty, and that mode-

ration which does not endanger the property of

their employers, could not undertake a generous

refiftance, which would have occafioned a lofs of

forty millions to their company, whofe fhips would

have returned empty j but they without doubt de-

nounced this injury, and flattered themfelves they

could obtain fatisfaction for it. 1 dare undertake

to afTert, that all the agents of the different Euro-

pean companies would give a great part of their

fortune, in order at length to convince thefe

cowardly mandarins, that acts of injuftice like

theirs have paffed all bounds.

The Portnguefe have ftill greater caufe ofcom-

plaint againft the Chinefe, than any other nation.

The refpectable title by which they hold poffe(Eon

of Macao is well known. The gift of the ground

on which this city is built is a monument of the

emperor Camhy's gratitude, and was given to the

Portuguefe for having deftroyed, in the iflands ad-

jacent to Canton, the pirates who infefted thofe

feas, and ravaged all the coafts of China. It is an

idle piece of declamation to urge, that the abufe

they made of their privileges was the caufe of their

lofing them ; their crimes have exifted alone

through the weaknefs of their government. The

T 4 Chinefe
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Chinefe have every day loaded them with new in*

juries, and every moment have fet up new pre-

tentions ; againft thefe the Fortuguefe govern^

ment has never oppofed the fmalleft refiftance

;

and this place, from which any European nation,

pofleffing a fmall degree of energy, might over-

awe the emperor of China, is in a manner no more

than a Chinefe town, in which the Fortuguefe re-

fide on fufferance, though they have an undoubted

right to command there, and the means of making

themfelves dreaded, if they would only maintain a.

garrifon of two thoufand Europeans, two frigates^

fome corvettes, and a bomb-verTeh

Macao, fituate at the mouth of the Tigris, can

receive fixty-four gun fhips into its road at the en-

trance of Typa j and in its port, which is below the

city, and communicates with the river to the eaft-

ward, mips of feven or eight hundred tons half

laden. Its latitude, according to our obfervations,

is in 2 2° 12' 40
v
, and its longitude 1 1 1° 19' 30"

eaft.

The entrance of this port is defended by a for-

trefs, confiding of two batteries, which on entering

it is necefiary to pafs within piftol-mot, Three fmall

forts, two of which are mounted with a dozen guns,

and one with fix, guard the fouthern part of the

city from all Chinefe enterprizes ; thefe fortifica-

tions, which are in the very wont Hate,- would by

no means be formidable to Europeans* but are fully

adequate
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adequate to keep in awe the whole maritime forces

of the Chinefe. There is, moreover, a mountain

which commands the country, and on which a de-

tachment might hold out a very long fiege. The

Portuguefe of Macao, more religious than military,

have built a church upon the ruins of a fort which

crowned this mountain, and formed an impregna-

ble pod.

The land fide is defended by two fortreffes, one

of which mounts forty guns, and which can con-

tain a thoufand men in garrifon, has a cittern, two

fprings of running water, and cafemates to enclofe

v/arlike ammunition and provifion ; another, upon

which are mounted thirty guns, cannot allow of

more than three hundred menj it has a fpring,

which is very abundant, and is never dry. Thefe

two citadels command the whole country. The

Portuguefe limits fcarcely extend to the diflance

of a league from the city ; they are bounded by a

wall, guarded by a mandarin with a- few foldiers.

This mandarin is the real governor of Macao, and

the perfon whom the Chinefe obey ; he has no

right to fleep within the enclofure of the limits,

but he may vifk the place, and even the fortifica-

tions, infpect the cuftom-houfes, &c. On thefc

occafions the Portuguefe are obliged to falute him

with five guns, Not any European, however, is .

allowed to fet a foot on the Chinefe country be-

yond the wall i any imprudence of thi&kind would

4 put
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put them at the mercy of the Chinefe, who might

demand a large fum of money of them, or detain

them prifoners ; fome officers of our frigates, how-

ever, expofed themfelves to the rife, but this act

of levity was not attended by any difagreeable con-

fequences.

The whole population of Macao may be efti-

mated at twenty thoufand fouls, of which one hun-

dred are Portuguefe by birth, about two thoufand

of half-blood, or Portuguefe Indians ; as many

CafFre (laves, who ferve them as domeftics j the

reft are Chinefe, and employed in commerce, or

the different trades which render the Portuguefe

themfelves tributary to their indutby. Thefe,

thotfgh almofi all of them mulattoes, would think

themfelves difhonoured by exercifmg any mechani-

cal art, and by that means fupporting their family ;

but their pride is never in the leaft degree hurt in

continually foliciting, with the greatefl importunity,,

the charity of paffengers.

The viceroy of Goa nominates to all the civil

and militaiy places at Macao. The governor is

appointed by him, as well as all the fenators, who

divide with him the civil authority. He has juft

appointed the garrifon to confift of a hundred and

eighty Indian feapoys, and a hundred and twenty

militia § the fervice of this guard confifts in making

night patroles $ the foldiers are armed with ftaves,

the officer only has a right to wear a fword, but in

n©
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no cafe can he ufe it againft a Chinefe. If a rob-

ber of that nation be furprifed breaking open a door,

or taking away any effects, he may be (topped, but

with the greateft precaution ; and if a ibldier, in

defending himfelf againft a robber, is fo unfortu-

nate as to kill him, he is delivered over to the Chi*

nefe governor, and hanged in the middle of the

market-place, in the prefence of that fame guard

of which he formed a part, of a Portuguefe ma-
giftrate, and two Chinefe mandarins, who, after the

execution, on their departure from the town, are

faluted as in entering ; but if, on the other hand, q,

. Chinefe kill a Portuguefe, he is committed into

the hands of the judges of his own nation, who af-

ter having {hipped him, make a pretence of ful-

filling all the formalities of juftice, but always fuf-

fer it to be evaded, very indifferent as to the claims

which are made on them, and which have never

been attended with the fmalleft fatisfaClion.

The Portuguefe have lately made a vigorous

effort, which ought to be engraved on brafs in the

calendars of the fenate. A feapoy having killed

a Chinefe, they {hot him themfelves, in prefence

of the mandarins, and refufed to lubmit the deci-«

fion of this affair to the judgment of the Chinefe.'

The fenate of Macao is compofed of a gover-

nor, who is preiident of it, and three vercadores,

who audit the finances of the city, the revenues of

which confift in the duties impofed on merchan-

dize^
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dize, which enters Macao in Portuguefe vefTek

only. They are fo blind to their own intereft, that

they will not fuffer any other nation to land goods

\n their city, even on paying the eftablifhed duties

;

as if they feared to increafe their own revenue, and

to diminifh that of the Chinefe at Canton*

It is certain, that if the port of Macao were made

free, and the city pofTeiTed a garrifon, which could

fecure the commercial property that might be de-

pofited there, the revenues of the cuftoms would

be doubled, and would, without doubt, be fufficient

to defray all the expences of government; but a

petty individual intereft is oppofed to an ar-

rangement dictated by found policy. The vice-

,roy of Goa fells Portuguefe commiffions to the

merchants of different nations, who carry on com-

merce from one part of India to another : thefe

fame adventurers make prefents to the fenate of

Macao, according to the importance of their ex-

pedition ; and thefe mercantile motives form, per-

haps, an invincible .impediment to the eftablifti-

ment of a free port, which would render Macao

one of the rncft flouriftiing cities in Afia, and a

hundred times fuperior to Goa, which never will

be of any fervice to its metropolis.

After the three vercadcres, of whom I have

fpoken, rank two judges of orphans, entrufted with

the charge of the property of minors, the execution

of teftaments,. the nomination of tutors and guar-

dian^
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dians, and, in general, with all difcuflions' relative

to fucceflions j there is an appeal from their fentencs

to Goa.

The other civil or criminal caufes are alfo tried,

in the firft inftance, by two fenators, named judges.

The produce of the cuftoms is received by a trea-

surer, who pays, under the orders of the fenate, the

feveral appointments, and different expences ; this,

however, muft be done by order of the viceroy of

Goa, if the fum exceed three thoufand piafters.

The mofl important magiflracy is that of fm-

sureur of the city. He is the medium of commu-

nication between the two governments of Portugal

and China ; he is anfwerable for all flrangers who

winter at Macao ; receives, and tranfmits to their

refpective governments, the reciprocal complaints

of the two nations, of which a regifter, who has

not any deliberative voice, keeps a record, as well

as of all the deliberations ofthe council. He is the

only perfon who is not removeable from his place

at pleafure ; that of the governor continues three

years; the other magiftrates are changed every year.

So frequent a renewal, contrary to every received

fyftem, has not a little contributed to the annihila-

tion of the ancient rights of the Portuguefe, and it

certainly could not be continued, if the viceroy of

Goa did not find his account in having a great

many places to give or to fell ; for the manners

and
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and cuftoms of Afia will readily admit of this Cori*

je&ure.

An appeal lies to Goa from all the decrees of

the fenate; the known inability ofthefe pretended

fenators makes this law extremely neceflary. The

colleagues of the governor, who is a man of great

merit, are Portuguefe of Macao, very haughty,

very vain, and more ignorant than our country ma-

giftrates.

This city has a very pleafant appearance. The

remains of its ancient opulence are feveral fine

houfes, let out to the fupercargoes of the different

companies, who are obliged to pafs the winter at

Macao; the Chinefe compelling them to quit

Canton, on the departure of the laft veifel belong-

ing to their nation, and not fuffering them to return

thither, till the arrival of the fhips from Europe in

t\\Q following monfoon.

Macao is a very agreeable refidence during the

winter, becaufe the feveral fupercargoes are ge-

nerally men of diftinguimed merit, very well in-

formed, and who have fuch confiderable appoint-

ments as to enable them to keep an excellent

houfe. The object, of our million Hood fo high in

their eftimation as to procure us, on their parts, the

mod flattering reception 3 had we porTeffed no other

title than that of Frenchmen, we mould, in a great

meafure, have been as orphans, the French Eaft

India
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India company not having at that time any reprc-

fentative there.

A public teftimony of gratitude is due from us

to M. Elftockenftrom, the principal agent of the

Swedilh Eaft India company, whofe obliging be-

haviour was that not only of an old friend, but of

a fellow countryman zealous for the interefts of

our nation. He readily charged himfelf, at our

departure, with the fale of our peltry, the produce

of which was to be divided among our fhips com-

panies, and he was fo kind as to promife to remit

the amount of it to the Ifle of France.

The value of thefe peltries was ten times lefs

than at the period when captains Gore and King

arrived at Canton, becaufe fix expeditions had this

year been undertaken by the Englifh to the north-

weft coaft of America : two mips deftined for this

traffic had been difpatched from Bombay, two from

Bengal, and two from Madras. The laft two

were the only ones which were returned, and with

but a fmall quantity of furs ; but the report of this

expedition had reached China, and it was not pof-

fible to obtain more than twelve or fifteen piafters

for a fur of the fame quality as in 1780 would have

fetched a hundred.

We had a thoufand Ikins, which a Portuguefe

merchant had purchaied for nine thoufand five

hundred piafters; but at the moment when we
were departing for Manilla, inftead of paying the

money
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money agreed on, he, under various idle pretences,

made a difficulty of concluding the bargain. As

all other competitors had been removed by the

conclufion of our bargain, and they had all return-

ed to Canton, he certainly expected, that in our

then embarraffment we would let them go at any

price he was willing to give for them > and we had

realbn to fufpeel, that he might fend on board frefh

Chinefe merchants to offer a much fmaller fum j

but though little accuftomed to thefe manoeuvres,

they were too glaring not to be eafily detected, and

we pofitively refufed to fell them.

There now remained no difficulty but that of

landing our peltries, and their warehoufing at

Macao. The fenate, to which our conful, M*

Vaillard, addreffed himfelf, refufed permiffion j but

the governor, being informed that it was the pro-

perty of our failors, who were employed on an ex-

pedition which might become ufeful to all the

maritime nations of Europe, thoughr. he fhould

well fulfil the views of the Portuguefe govern-

ment, in departing, in this particular inftance, from

the rules which had been prefcribed to him, and

on this occafion, as in ail others, he conducted him-

felf with his accuftomed delicacy *;

It

* After having embraced every occafion of proving with

impartiality the confidence which is due to Dixon, I have

a right to think, that the reader of la Peroufe's voyage will

feel
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!t is ufelefs to fay, that the mandarin of Macao
demanded nothing for our ftay in the road of

Typa, which, as well as the different iflands, no
longer make a part of the Portuguefe poiTeffions

;

feel no inconsiderable regret to find that this captain has ac-

cufed our navigators of mercantile views and impofture :

juftice demands of me to repel this calumnious imputation.

Here is the literal text of Dixon's voyage :

« The L'Aftrolabe and Bouflale, two French {hips, com*
« manded by M. Peyroufe, and De Langle, failed from France

"in 1785; they are faid to have traced the north-weft coal*

« of America from the Spanifh fettlement of Montrery, to

" 6o° north latitude 5 but this feems rather improbable, for

" though thefe veffels were profeffedly fitted out on difcovery,

" yet the commanders did not forget that furs were a va-
if luable article, and accordingly, whilft on the American,
«* coaft, they procured about 600 fea-otter fkins, chiefly ire

(C pieces, of a very inferior quality, and evidently the fame
** as thofe imported by the Spaniards ; whereas had thefe

" gentlemen been well in with the coaft to the northward,
•* they undoubtedly muft have met with fea-otter fkins, of a
" quality far fuperior to what they procured."

—

Dixon's

Voyage, p. 320.

After having reminded the reader, that la Peroufe trafficked

for otters fkins only, according to the orders contained in the

19th article of the fecond part of his inftruftions, for the pur-

pofe of being able to obtain fome fafts relative to this branch of

commerce, and that he then purchafed them for the fole

benefit of his crews, I cannot help obferving, contrary to

the afTertion of Dixon, that this traffic took place at Port des

Frangais, in 5 8° 37' north latitude, and therefore that la

Peroufe was correct in afTerting, that there could not be more
than ten per cent, difference in the quality of the fkins taken

at Port des Francais, or at Monterey,

Vql.IL U $
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if they had exhibited their pretentions we ffiould

have rejected them with contempt ; but we learned,

that they had demanded a thoufand piafters of

the crompador who furnifhed our provifion.

Confidering the knavery of this crompador*, this

fiim was not extravagant, for his charges, during

the firft five, or fix days, amounted to more than

three rjundred piafters, but convinced of his dif-

honefty, we difmiiTed him. The commiffary of

provifion went every day to market, as in an

European city, to purchafe what was neceiTary,

and the total expence of a whole month was lefa

than that of the firft week.

* « As it was captain Dixon's wifti to procure frefh pro-

" vifions for the flap's company as foon as poffible, no time

« was loft in making every neceflary enquiry for that purpofe,

« and we foon learnt, that in fpite of our utmoft care it

« would be impoffible to avoid a number of impofitions :

" that every velTel was fupplied with whatever provifions they

« wanted by an officer, called a comprador, who always de-

« manded a cumjhau, or gratuity of three hundred dollars,

* exclufxve of the profit which would accrue to him from

w ferving us with provifions,

« A demand of this nature appeared fo very exorbitant,

" that we determined, if poffible, to avoid it ; and a captain

« Tafker, from Bombay, whofe velTel lay near ours, kindly

« offered to furnifh us with beef for the prefent. This-,

«« however, could not be done without caution ; for we had

" a htfpo or cuftom-houfe boat on each fide the velTel, witfc

» officers on board, who made it a point to prevent any

« beef coming on board unlefs furnifhed by a comprador,"

—Dixon's Voyage, p. 2gz.—(Fr. Ed.)

It
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It is probable, that our economy difpleafed the

mandarin -, but this was a mere conjecture, for we
had no dealings with him. The Chinefe cuftom-

houfes only refemble thofe of Europe as to ar-

ticles of commerce, which come from the interior

of China in Chinefe verTels, or which are em-
barked at Macao in the fame verTels, to be fold

in the interior of the empire ; but what we pur-

chafed at Macao, to be carried on board our fhips

in our own boats, was not fubje£r. to any vifit.

At this feafon of the year, the climate of the

road of Typa is very unequal ; the thermometer

varies eight degrees from one day to another:

almoft all of us were afflicted with fevere colds,

attended with a fever, which gave way to the fine

temperature of the ifland of Luconia, which we
made on the 15 th of February. We left Macao
on the 5th, at eight o'clock in the morning, with

the wind at north, which would have allowed us

to pafs between the iflands, if I had had a

pilot i but defirous of fparing this expence, which

is confiderable, I followed the common courfe, and

palTed to the fouthward of the great Ladrone. We
had taken on board each frigate fix Chinefe failors,

to replace thofe whom we had the misfortune to

lofe at the time our boats were loft.

The fituation of thefe people is {q unhappy, that,

in fpite of the laws of the empire, which, on pain

of death, forbid their going out of it, we could in

U % a week



tgt ** A PEROUSES VOYAGE

a week have enrolled two hundred men, if we had

flood in need of them.

Our obfervatory was erected at Macao, in the

convent of the Auguftins, from which,we fixed

the eafl longitude of this city at iii° 19' 30",

' from a mean between feveral obfervations of dis-

tances between the fun and moon. The motion

of our time-keepers was alfo verified, and we found

that the daily lofs of one of them was 12' 36",

a much more confiderable one that what we had

ever obferved before this period ; it is, however,

neceflary to obferve, that during twenty-four hours,

the winding up of this time-piece had been forgot-

ten, and that having thus been flopped, the defect

in the continuity of its motion had in all likeli-

hood produced this derangement. Butfuppofing^

that till our arrival at Macao, and before the neg-

ligence of which we were guilty, the delay in this ,

time-piece was fuch as we had fixed at Concep-

tion, it would then have given the longitude of

Macao 113 sf Z2"> tnat is to %> 2 ° l4 3"

more than it actually is, according to our lunar

obfervations j thus the error of this time-keeper,

after a ten months navigation, had been no mor«

than forty- five leagues.

The north winds enabled me to fland to the

eaftward, and I fliould have made Fiedra Blanca,

if they had not quickly come round to the eaft-

fouth-eaft. From the inflections I had received at

Macao.,
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Macao, as to the bed track to follow as far as

Manilla, it appeared to me to be nearly equal,

whether I paffed to the northward or fouthward of

Bank de Pratas ; the diverfity of opinions led me
to this conclufion. The eafterly winds, which

blew with violence, determined me to haul clofe

on the (larboard tack, and to fhape my courfe to

leeward of this bank, which had been very ill laid

down upon all the charts, till captain Cook's third

voyage : captain King, in having very exactly fixed

the latitude of it, has rendered a fignal fervice to

navigators who coaft from Macao to Manilla,

and who confidently followed the chart of M.
Dalrymple, copied by M. Dapres. Thefe two
authors, fo valuable and exact when they con-
ducted plans from their own labours, have not
always been able to procure good information,

and the fituation of Bank de Pratas, that of the

eaft coaft of the ide of Luconia, as well as that of
Manilla Bay, are undeferving of the lean: con-
fidence. As I was defirous of landing upon the

lfland of Luconia, in latitude 17 , for the purpofe
of paffing to the northward of Bank Bulinao, I

ranged along the Bank de Pratas as near as 1

poflibly could; I even paffed at midnight within

i' of the pofition that it occupies in M. Dapres's

chart, who has laid down thjs danger 2$' too much
to the fouthward. The fituation which he has

given ro the banks Bulinao, Manfiloq, and Ma-
U 3 rivelle,
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rivelle, is not more exact. A track long purfued

has fufriciently afcertained, that there is nothing

to be apprehended in {landing to the northward

of 17 , and this obfervation appeared fufficient to

the feveral governors of Manilla, who, in the courfe

of two centuries, have never found a moment to

employ a few fmall veffels to make a fearch after

thefe dangers, and at leaft to fix their latitude, with

their diftance from the ifland of Luconia, which we

made the 15th of February, in 18 14'. We were

in hopes, that we had nothing more to do than

to run down the coaft with the north-eafterly

winds, as far as the entrance of Manilla; but the

monfoon winds do not reach along the land ; they

were variable from north-weft to fouth-weft during

feveral days: the currents alfo fet to the north-

ward, at the rate of about a knot an hour, and

till the 1 9th of February, we did not make more

than a league a day. The northerly winds having

at length frefhened, we failed along the Illoco

coaft, at the diftance of two leagues, and we faw3

in the port of Santa-Cruz, a fmall two-mafted

veffel, which was in all likelihood taking in a

cargo of rice for China. It was impofiible to

make any of our bearings agree with M. Dapres's

'

chart ; but they enabled us to give the direction

cf this coaft, but little- known, though very much

frequented. On the 20th we doubled Cape Bu-

linao, and on the 21ft, came in fight of Point Ca*

pones3
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pones, which bore eaft of us exa&iy in the wind's

•eye j we worked up in order to near it, and to

gain the anchorage, which extends no more than

a league from the more. We faw two Spanifh

veffels, which feemed to be afraid to open the

entrance of Manilla Bay, out of which the eafterly

wind blew with considerable force : they remained

•under the fhelter of the land. We made a ftretch

to the fouth of Marivelle I (land > and the wind

having in the afternoon fuddenly fhifted to eaft-

fouth-eaft, we fhaped our courfe between this

ifland and that of la Monha, and were in hopes

of entering the north channel ; but after having

made feveral tacks in this channel, which was but

little more than half a league in width, we faw

that the currents let to the weftward with con-

fiderable violence, and infuperably oppofed our

intention ; we then came to a refolution to bring

up in the port of Marivelle, which was a league

to leeward, for the purpo-fe of waiting either for a

fair wind, or a more favourable current. We
came to an anchor there in eighteen fathoms^,

muddy bottom ; the town bore north-well by weft

of us, and the Hogs (le.s Pores) fouth by eaft

3° fouth. This port is open only to the fouth-

weft winds ; and it is fuch good holding ground,

that I think a fliip might lie there without any dan-

ger during the whole of the monfoon, in which

ihey prevail

U 4 As
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As we were in want of wood, which I knew was

very dear at Manilla, I determined to pafs twenty-

four hours at Marivelle, to get in fome cords of

it, and the next morning at day- break, we fent all

the carpenters of the two frigates on fhore with

our longboats ; I at the fame time appointed our

fmall boats to found the bay; the reft of the

fhip's company, with the yawl, was referved for a

fifhing party in the creek of the town, which

feemed to be fandy, and commodious for hauling

the feine -

s but we were miilaken ; we found no-

thing but rocks, and fuch fhallow water at two

cables length from the fhore, that it was impof-

fible to fifh there. We reaped no other fruit

from our fatigues, than fome thorny woodcocks,

very well preferved, which we added to our col-

lection of fhells. Towards noon, I went on fhore

to the village, which is compofed of about forty

houfes, built of bamboo, covered with leaves,

and raifed about four feet from the ground. The

floors of thefe houfes confift of bamboos laid acrofs

at a fmall diftance from each other, and which

give thefe cabins the appearance of bird cages

:

they are afcended by a ladder, and I do not be-

lieve, that all the materials of fuch a houfe, roof

and frame included, would weigh two hundred

weight. In the front of the principal ftreet, there

is a large edifice of hewn flone, but almoft totally

in
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in ruins ; neverthelefs, two brafs guns are vifible

at the windows, which ferve for embrafures.

* They informed us, that this paltry decayed houfe

was the habitation of the curate, the church, and
the fort, but all thefe titles had not overawed the

Moors of the iflands to the fouth of the Philippines,

who had feized upon it in 1780, had burned the

village, deftroyed the fort, the church, and the

parfon's houfe, made flaves of all the Indians who
were not able to fave themfelves by flight, and re-

tired with their captives, without meeting with
any moleftation. The inhabitants of the colony
had been fo terrified at this event, that they are

afraid any longer to exercife their induftry. The
lands are almoft all overgrown with weeds, and
this parifh is fo poor, that we could purchafe no
more in it than a dozen fowls, and a fmall ho°-.

The curate fold us a young ox, alluring us, at the
fame time, that it was the eighth part of the only
herd that there was in the pariih, the lands of which
are ploughed with buffaloes.

This paftor was a young mulatto Indian, who
inhabited the paltry decayed houfe I have de-
ferred : fome earthen pots, and a fmall forry bed^
compofed the whole of his furniture. His parifh,
he told us, confifted of about two hundred perfons'
of both fexes and every age, ready, at the leaft

warning, to hide themfelves in the woods in order

to
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to efcape the Moors, who ftill frequently make

defcents upon this coaft : they are fo audacious?

and their enemies fo very negligent, that they fre-

quently penetrate as far as the extremity of Ma-

nilla Bay. During our fhort flay at Cavite, feven

or eight Indians were taken away in their canoes,

at lefs than a league from the entrance of the port.

They allured us, that boats on their paffage from

Cavite to Manilla were taken by thefe fame

Moors, though the paffage is no more than that

from Breft to Landernau by fea. They make

thefe expeditions in very- light row boats ;
the

Spaniards oppofe to them an armament of galleys,

which can fcarcely move, and they have never

taken any of them.

The next officer after the curate is an Indian,

who bears the pompous name of alcade, and who

enjoys the fupreme honour of carrying a cane with

a filver head: he appeared to exercife a great au-

thority over the Indians 5 not one of them had a

right to fell us a fowl without his permifiion, and

his having previoufly fixed the price of them. He

alfo enjoyed the melancholy privilege of being the

fole vender, on account of government, of the

tobacco for fmoking, of which the Indians are

very fond, and almoft continually make ufe.

This tax has only been impofed within a few

years ; the pooreft clafs of the people are fcarcely

able to bear the weight of it 5 it has already oc
rationed
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cafioned feveral revolts, and I fhould not be much
furprifed it it fhould be, fame time or other, at-

tended with the fame confequences as that upon
tea and ftamped paper in North America. We
faw at the houfeof the curate three fmall antelopes,

which he defigned for the governor of Manilla,

arid which he refufed to fell to us ; we had befides

no hopes of preferring them alive, this little ani-

mal being very delicate, and not exceeding a large

rabbit in fize; the male and female are exactly the

miniature of the flag and the hind.

Our fportfmen faw in the woods fame beautiful

birds, the plumage ofwhich was varied with the molt

lively colours, but thefe forefts are impenetrable,

on account of the climbing fhrubs with which the

trees are interlaced ; by this means their excurfion

was not productive of much game, as they could

only fhoot upon the fktrt of the v/oocl. In the

village we purchafed fame ftahfad turtle doves.

They give them this name becaufe there is in the

middle of their bread a red fpot, which exactly

refembles a wound given by the cut of a knife.

At length, on the approach of night, we em-
barked, and got ready for filling the next day.

One of the two Spanifh fhips, which we had feen

the 23d under Point Capones, had, like us, deter-

mined to run into Marivelle, and to wait for more
moderate breezes. I afked him for a pilot : the

captain fent me his boatfwain's mate, an old Indian,

who did not infpire me with much confidence

:

we
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we agreed, however, that I fhould give him fifteen

piafters to pilot us to Cavite ; and on the 25th, at

day- break, we failed and flood through the fouth,

channel, the old Indian having aflfured us, that all

our efforts to enter by that of the north, where the

currents always fet to the weflward, would be vain.

Although the difiance from Port de Marivelle to

that of Cavite is only feven leagues, we were three

days in making this run, coming to an anchor

every evening in the bay, in muddy ground. We
had occafion to obferve, that M. Dapres's plan is

far from exact : the ifland of Fraile, and that of

Cavallo, which form the entrance of the fouth

channel, are very badly laid down there ; generally

fpeaking, the whole is a mere tiflue of errors. But

we fhould have done flill better to follow this guide

than the Indian pilot, who was very near running

us aground upon the bank of Saint Nicholas : he

would, in fpite of our reprefentations, continue his

ftretch to the fouthward, and, in lefs than a minute,

v/e fhoaled from feventeen fathoms to four : I in-

flantly put about, and I am convinced, that we

fhould have touched if we had flood on a piilol-

fliot farther. In this bay the water is fo fmooth,

that nothing announces the fhoals in it; there is

one mark, however, which renders it very eafy to

work into it ; it is neceffary always to keep the

ifland de la Monha open with the north channel

of the ifland of Marivelle, and to put about when

this ifland begins to be fhut in, At length, on the

28th,
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28th, we came to an anchor in the port of Cavite,

in three fathoms, muddy bottom, at two cables

length from the town. We had been twenty-three

days on our run from Macao to Cavite j and it

would have been much longer, if, according to

the ancient cuftom of the Spaniards and Portuguefe,

we had obftinately perfifted in palling to the north-

ward of Bank de Pratas.

CHAPTER XV.

Arrival at Cavite—Manner in which we were re-

ceived by the Commandant ofthe Place—M. Boutin,

the Lieutenant of my Ship, is difpatched to the Go-

vernor General at Manilla—The Reception given.

this Officer—Details relative to Cavite, and its

Arfenal—Defeription of Manilla, and the Parts

adjacent—Its Population—Difadvantages refult-

ing from the Government eftablijhed there—Pe-

nances of which we were Witneffes during Paffion

Week—Duty on Tobacco— Creation of the new
Company of the Philippines—Reflexions upon this

Eftabliffoment—Details relative to the Iflandsfouth

&fthe Philippines— Continual War with the Moors
or Mahometans of thefe different IJlands—Stay at

Manilla—Military State of the Ifland of Luconia.

(fe b ru a r y*~ap ri l, 1787.)

^ye had fcarcely anchored at the entrance of the

port of Cavite, when an officer from the

commandant of the place came on board, to en-

treat
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treat us not to go on fhore till the arrival of orders

from the governor general, to whom he intended

to difpatch a courier, when he fliould be informed

of the motives of our arrival. We anfwered,

that we only wanted provifion, and permiflion to

refit our (hips, in order to continue our voyage

with the greateft poffible fpeed j but before the

departure of the Spanifh officer, the commandant

of the bay* arrived from Manilla, whence our

fhips had been perceived. He told us, that they

had received information of our arrival in the

Chinefe feas, and that the letters of the Spanifh

minifter had announced us 'to the governor

general feveral months paft. This officer added,

that the feafon permitted our anchoring before

Manilla, where we fhould find all the accommo-

dations and refources united, which it was pof-

fible to procure at the Philippines ;
but we were at

anchor before an arfenal within amufket-fhotofthe

fhore, and we were fo unpolite as to acquaint this

officer, that nothing could compenfate thefe advan-

tages ; he was fo good as to permit M. Boutin my

lieutenant to go in his boat, and give an account

of our arrival to the governor general, and to en-

treat him to give orders, that our feveral demands

might be fulfilled before the 5 th of April ;
the ulti-

* The commandant of the bay, in Spain, is the chief of

the cunom-houfe officers; he has military rank; that of Ma-

nilla has the rank of captain,

mate
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mate obje<5t of our voyage requiring, that the two

frigates fhould be under fail by the 10th of the fame

month. M. Bafco, brigadier of the navy, governor

general of Manilla, gave the handfomeft reception

to the officer whom I fent to him, and hTued the

moft pofitive orders that nothing might retard our

departure.

He alfo wrote to the commandant of Cavite,

to give us permiffion to communicate with the

place, and to procure every convenience and affift-

ance in his power. The return of M. Boutin,,

charged with difpatches from M. Bafco, made us

all citizens of Cavite. Our fhips were fo near the

land, that we could go on (here and return on

board every minute. We found proper houfes for

repairing our fails, faking our provifion, and build-

ing two boats j for lodging our naturalifts, and our

geographical engineers : the good commandant lent

us his own to erect our obfervatory in. We were

alfo as completely at our eafe, as if we had been in

the country, and we found in the market and the

arfenal the fame refources, as ifwe had been intone

of the beft ports in Europe.

Cavite, three leagues to the fouth-weft of Ma-
nilla, was formerly a very confiderable place, but

at the Philippines, as in Europe, the large towns

in a great meafure drain the little ones; at this

time there remains no more than the commandant

of the arfenal3 a contador, two lieutenants of the

port.
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port, the commandant of the place, a hundred

and fifty men in garrifon, and the officers attached

to this corps.

All the other inhabitants are Mulattoes or In-

dians employed at the arfenal, and with their fa-

milies, which are very numerous, form a popula-

tion of about four thoufand fouls, divided between

the city and the fuburb Saint-Roch. There are

only two parifnes there, and three convents of

men, each occupied by two ecclefiaftics, although

thirty might be conveniently accommodated there.

The Jefuits formerly poilerled a very handfomc

houfe here, which the commercial company, lately

eftablifhed by government, has taken into its own

hands. The whole place feems little elfe than a heap

of ruins ; the old ftone houfes are either abandoned,

or occupied by Indians who never repair them;

and Cavite, the fecond town of the Philippines, the

capital of a province of its own name, is at this

time only a paltry village, where there remain no

other Spaniards than thofe of the military eftablim-

ment and of adminiihration. But if the town afford

only ruins to the eye, it is not fo with the port,

where M. Bermudes, brigadier in the navy, who

commands there, has eftablifhed a difcipline and

order which give reafon to regret, that his talents

have been exercifed on fo fmall a theatre. AH

his workmen are Indians, and he has the fame

vvorkhoufes as thofe which are feen in our Euro-

pean
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pean arfenals. This officer, of the fame rank as the

governor general, does not find any detail beneath

his notice, and he has proved to us by his conven-
tion, that there are hardly any above his knowledge.

Every thing we afked of him was granted with

perfect politenefs ; the fmiths, block-makers, and

riggers were feveral days at work for our two fri-

gates. Our defines were all anticipated by M.
Bermudes, and his friendihip was fo much the

more flattering, as it was evident from his character,

that he did not beflow it upon light grounds ; this

aufterity of principle which attached to him, had

perhaps injured his military fortune. As we had

no hopes of elfewhere meeting with fo commodi-

ous a port, M. de Langle and I refolved to over-

hawl our rigging completely, and ftrip our lower

mails. This precaution was not attended with any

lofs of time, as we were under the neceffity of wait-

ing at lead a month for the provifion, for which we
had made application to the intendant of Manilla.

The next day but one after our arrival at Cavite,

we embarked with M. de Langle, accompanied by

feveral officers, for the capital. We were two

hours and a half in making his trip in our boats,

which were well armed, on account of the Moors

with which Manilla Bay is frequently infefted.

Our firft vifit was to the governor, who kept us to

dinner, and fent the captain of his guards to conduit

us to the houfes of the archbimop, the intendant,

Vol. II. X ^vA



306 la perouse's voyage

and the different oidors. This was by no means

one of the lead fatiguing days that we experienced

in the voyage. The heat was extreme, and we

were on foot in a city where none of the inha-

bitants ever went cut except in a carriage ; but

there were none to be hired, as at Batavia, and had

it not^ been for M. Sebir, a French merchant, who

was informed by chance of our arrival at Manilla,

and fent his coach to us, we mould haye been

obliged to relinquifti the different vifits we had

purpofed to make.

The city of Manilla, with its outfkirts, is very

considerable ; its population is eftimated at thirty-

eight thoufand fouls, among which there are not

more than a thoufand or twelve hundred Spa-

niards, the reft are Mulattoes, Chinefe, or In-

dians, who cultivate all the arts, and carry on

every fpecies of induftry. The poorer! of the

Spanifh families have one or more carnages

:

two very fine horfes coft thirty piafters ; the board

and wages of a coachman fix piafters a month

;

thus there is not any- country where the expence

of a coach is more neceffary, and at the fame time

lcfs weighty. The neighbourhood of Manilla is

delightful; a beautiful river flows by it, 'branch-

ing into different channels, the two principal of

which lead to that famous lagoon, or lake of Ba-

hia, which is kvtn leagues within the country,

bordered by more than a hundred Indian vil-

lage?,
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lages, (ituate in the midft of a highly fertile ter-

ritory.

Manilla, built upon the more of the' bay
which bears its name, and which is more than

twenty-five leagues in circumference, lies at the

mouth of a river, which is navigable as far as

the lake from which it derives its fource, and is

perhaps the moll delightfully fituate of any city

in the world. All the neceflaries of life are to be
met with there in the greateft abundance, and at

an excellent market, but the clothes, manufac-
tures, and furniture of Europe, bear an exceflive

price. The want of emulation, prohibitions, and
every fpecies of reftraint put upon commerce, ren-

der the productions and merchandife of China arid

India at lead as dear as in Europe; and this co-
lony, notwithftanding its receipts from the cufloms
amount to near eight hundred thoufand piafters,

Hill cofts Spain every year fifteen hundred thoufand
livres, which are fent thither from Mexico. The
immenfe poffeffions of the Spaniards in America
have prevented the government from effentially

applying its attention to the Philippines ; they
are ftill like the poffeffions of great lords, which
remain uncultivated, and are yet capable of mak-
ing the fortunes of many families.

I mall not be afraid to affert, that a very great
nation, which mould have no other colony than the
Philippines, and which would eftablifh the bed

** 2 kind
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kind of government there that could be coniri-

tuted, might, without the lead envy, behold all

the European fettlements in Africa and Ame-

rica.

Thefe different iflands arc peopled by three

millions of inhabitants, and that of Luconia con-

tains nearly a third of them. Thefe people are,

in my opinion, not at all inferior to Europeans

:

they cultivate the land with abundant (kill ; are

carpenters, joiners, blackfmiths, goldfmiths, weav-

ers, mafons, &c. I'have vifited their villages*

and have found them affable, hofpitable, and

honeft ; and though the Spaniards fpeak of, and

even treat them with contempt, I have found that

the vices, which they place to the account of the

Indians, ought in juftice to be attributed to the

government they have eftahlifhed among them.

It is well known, that the avidity of gold, and

the fpirit of conqueft, with which the Portuguefe

and Spaniards were animated during two centuries,

caufed adventurers from thefe nations to over- run

the different feas and iilands of the two hemi-

fpheres, in the ible hope of meeting with that va-

luable metal.

Some ftreams, in which gold duft is found, and

the neighbourhood of the Spice Iflands, without

doubt were the temptations, which led to the fet-

tlement of the Philippines j but the produce has

not been adequate to the hopes that were enter-

r tained
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tained of it. The enthufiafm of religion fuc-

ceeded to the motives of avarice j great numbers

of religious, of every order, were fent thither to

preach up chriftianity, and fo abundant was the

harveft, that thefe different iflands foon contained

eight or nine hundred chriftians. Had this zeal

been enlightened by a little philofophy, the con-

quefts of the Spaniards could not have been more

certainly eftablifhed, than by the adoption of this

fyftem, and the fettlement would have been pro-

ductive of the greater!: utility to the metropolis j

but while making them chriftians, they forgot to

render them citizens. The people were divided

into parifhes, and fubjected to the molt trifling

and extravagant practices ; every fin and every

fault is ftill punifhed with whipping ; the non--

attendance at prayers, or mafs, is noted down, and

the puniOiment is inflicted on the men or women,

by order of the curate
? at the church door. The

holidays, the religious focieties, and particular de-

votions, confume a great deal of their time, and

as in hot climates the imagination and feelings

are more active than in thofe of moderate tem^

perature, I have, during paffion week, feen maiked

penitents dragging chains in the ftreets, their

waift and leg furrounded with a girdle of thorns,

receiving, at every ftation, in front of the church

floors, or before the oratories, feveral ftrokes of

difcipline, and fubmitting to as rigorous penances

X 3 as
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as thofe of the Indian faquirs. Thefe practices,

much more calculated to make enthufiafts than to

infpire true devotion, have at prefent been for-

bidden by the archbifhop of Manilla, but it ii

certain, that fome confeffors, if they do not com-

mand, at lean: continue to recommend them.

Thefe people, who are already idle from the

influence of the climate, and the fmall number of

their wants, united to the impoffibility of difpofing

of the fruits of the earth to any degree of advan*

tage, which compenfates the labour of it, ate but

too eafily perfuaded, by monaftic initiations which

enervate the mind, that the prefent life is no more

than a pilgrimage, and that the goods of this

world are mere unprofitablenefs ; thus, when all

the inhabitants are furnifhed with the quantity of

rice, fugar, and pulfe, which is necefiary for their

fubfiftence, the reft becomes of no value. Under

thefe circumftances, fugar Las been known to be

fold for lefs than a halfpenny a pound, and rice

to remain upon the ground without being cut.

It would, 1 think, be difficult for the mod unen-

lightened fociety, to conceive a more abfurd fyftem

of government, than that which has directed

thefe colonies for upwards of two centuries. The

port of Manilla, which ought to be open and

free to all nations, has, even within a few years,,

been ihut againft Europeans, and only open to

fome Moors, Americans, or Portuguefe of Goa.

The
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The governor is entrufted with the moft. defpotic

authority. The judges of the courts, who ought

to moderate it, are deflitute of power when opr

pofed to the will of the reprefenrative of the

Spaniih government ; he can in reality, if not of

right, receive or confifcate the merchandife of

ftrangers whom the hopes of .
advantage had

drawn to Manilla, and who would not run the

rifles of coming there but from the likelihood of

very great profits, which is in fact attended with

the moft ruinous confequences to the confumers.

There is not the fmalleft particle of liberty there

;

monks and inquifitors direct the confeiences of the

people ; (pies overlook all temporal concerns, and

the governor the moft innocent actions. A con-

vention, or a walk into the interior of the ifland,

are within the pale of hisjurifdiction and authority;

in a word, the fined and moft delightful country

in the world is certainly the laft that a man who

loves liberty would wifli to inhabit. I faw at

Manilla that honeft and virtuous governor of the

Mariannes, M. Tobias, too celebrated for his own

repofe by the praifes of the abbe Raynal.- I

have feen him perfecuted by monks, who alienated

the affections of his wife, by reprefenting him as a

reprobate hypocrite ; fhe inftituted a fuit of

divorce againil him, and demanded a feparation,

k on pretence of not being obliged to live with

gn impious man, a refolution that was highly ap-

X 4 plauded
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plauded by all the fanatics. M. Tobias is lieu-

tenant-colonel of the regiment which forms the

garrifon of Manilla j he is acknowledged to be

the beft officer in the country ; the governor has

neverthelefs ordered, that his appointments* which

are very confiderable, mould be left in pofleffion

of his pious wife, and that he mould receive no

more than twenty-fix piafters a month for the

fubfiftence of himfelf and fons. This brave fol-

dier, reduced to defpair, was waiting for an op-

portunity of efcaping from this colony to go and

demand juftice. There is a very wife law, which

ought to moderate this exceffive authority, but

it is unfortunately without any erTecl ; by this

law every citizen is empowered to profecute the

late governor before his fuccelTor, but this lat-

ter is interefted in excufing every thing which

may be argued as a reproach on his predeceffor,

and the citizen who is fo ram as to prefer his

complaints, is only expofed to new and much

greater vexations.

The mod galling diflinclions are eftablifhed and

maintained with the harfheft feverity. The num-

ber of horfes harneffed to carriages is fixed for

every rank of perfons ; thofe which have the

greateft number take precedence, and the fingle

caprice of an oidor may detain in a line be-

hind his carriage all thofe who have the mif-

fortune to be travelling the fame road, So many

vices
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vices in this government, and fo many vexations

refukin^ from it, have not, however, entirely de-

ftroyed the advantages of the climate ; the peafants

flill difplay an air of happinefs, which is not ge-

nerally to be obferved in our European villages ;

their houfes, fhaded by fruit trees which grow

without cultivation, are peculiarly neat. The
tax which every head of a family pays is very

moderate, it is limited to five reals and a half, in-

cluding in it the rights of the church, which the

nation gathers ; all the bifhops, canons, and priefls

are paid by government, but they have eftabiifhed

voluntary perquisites, which amply compenfate the

fmallnefs of their Stipends.

Within a (e\v years a terrible fcourge has arifen,

which threatens to deftroy their remainder of hap-

pinefs ; this is the tax upon tobacco -, the paffion of

thefe people for the fmoke of this narcotic is fo

exceflive, that there is not a moment in the day in

which a man or woman is without a fegar * in the

mouth ; even children fcarcely out of the cradle

contract the habit. The tobacco in the ifland of

Luconia is the beft in Afia ; every one cultivates it

round his houie for his own confumption, and the

few foreign veffels, which have permiffion to

land at Manilla, tranfport it into every part of

India.

* A roll which is made of the leaf of tobacco, and which

jhey fmoke initead,of a pipe.—(Fr, Ed.)

A pro-
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A prohibitory law has lately been proclaimed ;

the tobacco of every individual has been forced

from him, and the cultivation of it confined to

particular diftricts, where it is raifed for the be-

nefit of government. The price has been fixed

ax half a piafter the pound ; and although the con-

fumption of it is very much diminifhed, the pay

of a day-labourer is not fufHcient to procure for

his family the tobacco which is every day con-

fumed in it. All the inhabitants generally agree,,

that a tax of two piafters, added to the capitation

of thofe that before contributed, would have

brought in to the revenue a fum equal to that

of the fale of tobacco, and would not have occa-

sioned the diforders of which this has been pro-

ductive. Infurrections have threatened every

point of the ifiand ; troops have been employed

to fupprefs them ; an army of cuflom-houfe of-

ficers is kept on foot to prevent fmuggling, and

to compel the confumers to apply for it to the

national offices ; feveral have been maffacred, but

the tribunals have inflicted fpeedy vengeance for

their deaths, palling judgment and fentence on

the Indians with much fewer formalities than on

other citizens. Thereftill remains a leaven to which

the moft trifling fermentation might give a for-

midable activity, and there can be no doubt, that

an enemy, having a defign of conquefl, would find,

the
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the moment they fet foot on the ifland*, and

brought them weapons to make ufe of, an army of

Indians

* The Philippines, from their extent, their climate, and
the fertility of their foil, are capable of producing all colonial

commodities. They abound in precious metals, and their

fituation is moft advantageous for the commerce of China
and India. Any European nation, which mould obtain 3
firm footing there, and would eftablifh a port for magazines

and refrefhment upon the coaft of Africa, or at Mada-
gafcar, or in any of the neighbouring feas, might, without

regret, abandon its American poffeffions. This important
property, in the eftimation of the Spanifh government, feems
to be greatly undervalued, but this apparent indifference un-
doubtedly arifes from the difficulty of maintaining their

Immenfe poffeffions in the two worlds, and the want of power to

put them into fuch a (late of political adivity to draw all the

affiftance that might be wifhed from them to the intereils of
the metropolis.

The Philippines are certainly then obje&s which may be
coveted by the maritime powers of Europe; and if the ene-
mies of Spain do not take advantage of the weak ftate

in which they are fuffered to remain, they will certainly one
day or other fall a prey to the Malays.

the foil of
When the metallic treafures and produclk

the South Sea iflands ihall become more known ; when new
courfes opened to commerce fhall permit a communication
with fpeed and fafety as far as the centre of this fea, the im-
portance of the Philippines will then be fully known. The'
Spaniards, who have a fettlement already in the £afhee
Iflands, will foon have another in the Sandwich Iflands,

though fituate a little to the northward of the ordinary
track of the galleons, and their poffeffions, if permitted
to be extended, will form a kind of chain round the world.
The Ruffians will foon be fenfible of all the advantages

which
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Indians ready to aft under their orders. The

picture which might be drawn of the ftate of Ma-

nilla, in a few years time, would be very differ-

ent from that of its prefent date, if the Spanifh

government would adopt a better conititution for

the Philippines. The land is equal to the raifmg

of the moft valuable productions ; nine hundred

thoufand individuals of both fexes, in the ifland of

Luconia, might be encouraged to cultivate it ; the

climate will allow the produce of ten crops of

filk in a year, whilft that of China gives but a

faint promife of two.

Cotton, indigo, fugar canes, coffee, grow with^

out the trouble of cultivation, under the footr.

fteps of the inhabitants, who defpife them. Every

circumftancc promifes, that their fpices would

which they might derive from the South Sea commerce,

and all their maritime views will be turned towards ths

ports of Kamtfchatka.

This fcate of things, however, will only endure till the

energy of the people, who cover this part of the globe, ihall

fet bounds to thefe impolitic exteafions; till the moment

when they will refume their natural rights, by expelling all

Europeans, in order to trade freely with all nations ; bu$

this moment is flill far diftant, and, as the abbe Raynal has

foretold, the Spaniards, before it arrives, weakened by their

numerous pofTellions, which they cannot effectually protect,

will be fucceflively driven from their fettlements by fome

more powerful nation.—*(Fr. Ed.

J

not
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not be at all inferior to thofe of the Moluccas ; an

abfolute liberty of commerce for all nations would

enfure a fale, that wold encourage the cultivation

of them all j a moderate duty on all articles ex-

ported would be fujficient, in a very few years, to

defray all the expences of government; the liberty

of religion, with a few privileges granted to the

Chinefe, would foon draw into this ifland a hun-

dred thoufand inhabitants from the eaftern pro-

vinces of their empire, which the tyranny of the

mandarins drives away from it. If to thefe ad-

vantages the Spaniards mould add the conqueft of

Macao, their fcttlements in Afia, and the advan-

tages which their commerce would derive from

them, would undoubtedly be more confiderable

than thofe of the Dutch at Java and the Moluccas.

The creation of the new company of the Philip-

pines feems to fignify, that the attention of go-

vernment is at length turned to that part of the

world; the plan of cardinal Alberoni has been

adopted, but not in all its parts. This minifter

had perceived, that Spain, having no manufactures,

'

would act a more politic part, by enriching the

Afiatic nations with its precious metals, rather

than thofe of Europe, who were her rivals, whofe

commerce fhe nourifned, and whofe ftrength Ihe

increafed, by confuming the articles of their in-

duftry 3 he, therefore, thought, that Manilla ought

to be made an open mart for ail nations ; afnd was

very
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very defirous of perfuading the merchants of the

different provinces of Spain, to go and provide

themfelves in this market with the linen and other

Huffs of China and the Indies, neceffary for the

confumption of the metropolis and the colonies.

Cardinal Alberoni is known to have poffeffed

more imagination than knowledge. He under-

flood the fituation of Europe well enough, but had

not the ilighteft idea of Afia. The moil material

articles of confumption for Spain and her colonies

are thofe of Bengal and the coaft of Coromandel

;

and it is certainly as eafy to carry them to Cadiz

as to Manilla, fituate as it is at a great diftance

from that coaft, while its feas are fubject to

monfoons, which expofe navigators to confiderable

delays and loffes. Thus the difference of price at

Manilla and in India would be at leaft fifty per

cent ; and if to this price be added the immenfe

expence of armaments fitted out in Spain, for the

protection of fo diftant a country, it will be evi-

dent, that thofe^ Indian produces, which have

been fent by the way of Manilla, mult be fold

at a very high rate in the Spanifh parts of

Europe, ftill higher in its American colonies ; and

that the nations which, like France, England, and

Holland, carry on a dired commerce, may always

introduce them in a contraband way, with the

greater!: advantage. It is, however, a defective

combination of this plan, which ferved as a balls

for
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for that of the new company, but what is ftill

worfe, with prejudices and reftridions, which ren-

der it far inferior to that of the Italian minifter ; in

a word, it is fuch, that it appears to me iinpoffible

this company can be fupported four years,- though
its privileges may, in fome fort, have fwallowed
up altogether the commerce of the nation in its

American colonies. The pretended fair of Ma-
nilla, where the new company might provide it-

felf, is only open to the Indian nations, as if they

dreaded to fee the competition of fellers inereafe

there, and to obtain the linens of Bengal at too

low a price.

It ought alfo to be obferved, that thefe pre-

tended Moorifli flags, or Armenians, or from Goa,
carry only Englifh merchandize j and as thefe dif- -

ferent difguifes occafion additional expences, the

whole amount falls ultimately on the confumers: thus

the difference of prices between India and Manilla
no longer remains at fifty per cent, but is rifen to

fixty, and even to eighty. To this error may be
added that of the right, which the company enjoys,

of purchafing exclufively the produdions of the

ifland of Luconia, the induftry of which, not being
excited by a competition of purchafers, will always
remain in that ftate of liftlefsnefs, to which is owing
its infignificance during two centuries. Gtherau-
thors have fpoken fufficiently of the civil and mi-
litary government of Manilla j I have thought it

neailary
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neceffary to exhibit this city under this new ap-

pearance, which the eftablifhment of the new com-

pany may perhaps have rendered interefting} in

an age in which it is the duty of all men defiined

to hold a rank in the ftate, to underftand the theory

of commerce.

The Spaniards have fome fettlements in the

different iflands to the fouthward of that ofLuconia,

but they feem only to be on fufferance there, and

their fituation at Luconia does not engage the in-

habitants of the other iflands to acknowledge their

fovereignty; they are there on the contrary al-

ways at war. Thefe pretended Moors, of whom

I have already fpoken, who infeft their coafts, who

make fo many defcents, and who carry away into

fiavery the Indians of both fexes, fubjecl: to the

Spaniards, are the inhabitants of Mindanao, Panay,

and Mindoro, which acknowledge no other au-

thority than that of their particular princes, as

improperly named fultans, as the people are

Moors; they are in fact Malays, and embraced

mahometaniim nearly at the fame period when

chriftianity began to be preached at Manilla.

The Spaniards have called them Moors, and their

fovereigns fultans, becaufe of the identity of their

religion with that of the African people fo named,

who have been enemies to the Spaniards for feve-

ral centuries. The only military eftablifnment

of the Spaniards in the fouthern Philippines,- is

that
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that of Samboangan, in the ifland of Mindanao,
where a garrifon is maintained of a hundred and
fifty men, commanded by a military governor,

under the nomination of the governor general of
Manilla ; in the other iflands there are only a few
villages, defended by bad batteries, ferved by mi-
litia, and commanded by alcades, chofen by the
governor general, but eligible from every clafs of
citizens, that are not enrolled as foldiers ; the true

mailers of the different iflands, in which the Spanifh
villages are fituate, would foon have deftroyed

them, had they not had a very great intereft in their

prefervation. Thefe Moors are at peace in their

own iflands -, but they fit out mips to commit pi-
racies on the coafts of that of Luconia

s and the
alcades purchafe a great number of flaves made by
thefe pirates, which faves them the trouble of car-
rying them to Batavia, where they would obtain
a much lower price for them. The weaknefs of
the government of the Philippines is more forci-

bly defcribed by thefe details, than by all the rea-

fonings of different navigators. It will be per-
ceived by the reader, that the Spaniards have not
the power to protect the commerce of their pof-
feffions; the whole of their benefits towards thefe
people, till the prefent moment, have had no other
end in view, than their happinefs in another life.

We ftaid only a few hours at Manillas and the
governor having taken leave of us immediately

Vol. II. y after
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after dinner, to take his afternoon's nap, we were

at liberty to vifit M. Sebir, who had rendered us

the moll: effential fervices, during our ftay in Ma-
nilla Bay. This French merchant, who was by

far the mod enlightened man of our nation, whom
I had met with in the Chinefe feas, thought that

the new company of the Philippines, and the in-

timate connexion of the cabinets ofVerfailles and

Madrid, might procure him the means of extend-

ing his fpeculations, which he had found to be

cramped by the re-eftablimment of the French

Eaft India company; he had, in confequence, fet-

tled all his affairs at Canton and Macao, where he

had been fixed feveral years, and had formed a

commercial houfe at Manilla, where he alio pro-

fecuted the decifion of a very confiderable lawfuit,

in which one of his friends was materially inte-

refted: but he was already convinced, that the

prejudices againft ftrangers, and the defpotifm of

the adminiftration, would form an infuperable im-

pediment to the execution of his defigns, and

when we arrived, he was thinking of winding up

all his bufinefs, rather than of extending it.

We returned to our boats at fix o'clock in the

evening, and about eight, got on board our frigates;

but being apprehenfive, that while we were em-
' ployed at Cavite, in repairing our fhips, the fac-

tors for bifcuit, flour, &c. might make us victims

to the ordinary flownefs of merchants of their na-

tion,
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Hon, I deemed it neceffary to order an officer to
take up his abode at Manilla, and to go every day
to vifit the different agents, to whom the intendanc
had direfled us. I made choice of M. Vaujuas
lieutenant of theAftroIabe; but this officer foon
wrote to inform me, that his ftay at Manilla was
totally unneceffary; that M. Gonfoles Carma^naJ,
intendant of the Philippines, took fuch particular
care m our behalf, that he every day went himfelf
to mfped the progrefs of the workmen, who were
at work for our fhips, and that his vigilance was
equally active, as if he himfelf had made a part
of the expedition. His obliging behaviour and
attent.ons require from us a public teftimony of
gratitude. His cabinet of natural hiftory was open
to our naturalifts, to whom he gave a part of his
Afferent collections. At the moment of our de-
parture, I received from him a complete double
collection of lhells, which are found in the Phi-
hppme feas. His defire to be of fervice to us
extended to every thing, in which we could have
an intereft.

We had only arrived at Manilla about a week
when we received a letterfrom M. ElftockenfW
by which this chief fupercargo of the Swedifc
£aft India company informed us, that he had fold
our otters fkins for ten tho.fand piafters^and au-
thored us to draw upon him for that fum I
wifhed very much to procure this money at Mi-

Y 2
nilla.
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nilla, in order to diftribute it to our fhips com*

panics, who having left Macao without receiving

it, were apprehenfrve that their hopes would never

be realifed. M. Sebir had not at this time any

remittance to make to Macao ; we, therefore, had

recourfe to M Gonfoles, who was an entire

flranger to bufinefs of this nature, but who made

ufe ,of the influence which his amiable character

enfured him among the different merchants of

Manilla, to engage them to difcount our bills of

exchange ; and the money arifing from them was

divided among the failors before our departure.

The exceffive heats of Manilla began to pro-

duce fome bad effects on the health of our fhips

companies. Some of the failors were attacked

with colics, which were not, however, attended

with any ferious confequences. But MefTrs. de

Lamanon and Daigremont, who had brought from

Macao the beginning of a dyfentery, in all proba-

bility occafioned by a checked perfpiration, far

from finding the land a relief to their diforder,

found themfelves grow worfe, to fuch a degree/

that M. Daigremont was given over the twenty-

third day after our arrival, and died on the twenty-

fifth : he was the fecond perfon who had died of

ficknefs on board the Aftrolabe, and a fimilar

misfortune had not been experienced on board the

Boufible, though our (hip's company in general

had perhaps enjoyed a worfe date of health than

that.
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that of the other frigate. It is neceffary to obferve,

that the fervant, who died in the voyage from Chili

to Eafter IOand, had embarked with a violent

diforder on his lungs, and M, de Langle had
yielded to the requeft of his mafter, who had flat-

tered himfelf that the air of the fea, and the hot
countries, would relieve his complaint. As for

M. Daigremont, in fpite of his phyficians, and
unknown to his friends and comrades, he would
cure his diforder with burnt brandy, pimento, and
other remedies, which the ftrongeft man could not
have refilled, and he fell the victim of his own im-
prudence, and the dupe of too good an opinion
which he entertained of the ftrength of his confti-

tution.

On the 28th of March all our labours at Cavite
were finifhed

; our boats built, our fails repaired,

all our rigging overhauled, the frigates completely
caulked, and our fait provifion barrelled up ; we
were not willing to truft this laft-mentioned work
to the victualling agents of Manilla; we knew that
the fait provifion of the galleons never kept good
for three months, and our confidence in captain
Cook's method was very great j there was, there-
fore, remitted to every falter, a copy of captain
Cook's procedure, and we ourfelves fuperintended
this new kind of labour. We had fait and vinegar
on board from Europe, and we purchafed irve

,3 hogs
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hogs from the Spaniards at a very reafonable

price.

The communications are fo frequent between

Manilla and China, that we every week received

news from Macao j it was with the greater!: afto-

nifhment we learned the arrival in Canton River of

La Reiblution, commanded by M.d'Entrecafteaux,

and that of La Subtile frigate, under the orders

of M. la Croix de Caftries. Thefe fhips, which

had failed from Batavia when the monfoon at

north-eait was in its full force, had run to the earl

of the Philippines, coafted along New Guinea,

eroded feas abounding with dangerous rocks, of

which they had no chart, and, after a navigation of

feventy days from Batavia, were at length arrived

at the entrance of Canton River, where they had

come to an anchor the day after oue departure.

The aftronomical obfervations made by them

during this voyage will be very important for the

knowledge of thefe feas, always open to mips which

have miffed the monfooni and it is very furprifing,

that our Eaft India company fhould have chofen 3

as commander of the veffel which this year loft its

paffage, a perfon who had not the fmalleft know-

ledge of this courfe.

At Manilla, I received a letter from M.

d'Entrecafteaux, who informed me of the intent of

his voyage j and, in a fhort time afterwards, La

Subtile
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regiment which is at Manilla; and the Spaniards*

who are more prone to diminilh than to extol the
merit and bravery of the Indians, allow that this

company is not in any refpeft inferior to European
troops.

The little garrifon of Samboangan, in the ifland

pf Mindanao, is not included in that of the ifland

pfLuconja i there are two corps, of a hundred and
fifty men each, formed for the defence of the La-
ffrone Wands, and that of Mindanao, which corps
are invariably attached to thefe colonies.

CHAPTER XVI.

Departure from Cavite—Meet with a Bank in

the middle of the Channel of Formofa -Latitude
and Longitude of this Bank-We come to an
Anchor two Leagues from the Shore of Old Fort
Zealand—Get under Way the next day—Par%
ticulars refpecling the Pefcadore, or Pong-hou Iflands

—Survey of the Ifland Botol Tabaco-xima -> We
run along Kumi Ifland, which makes Part of the
Kingdom of Likeu- <The Frigates enter into the

Sea of Japan, and run along the Coaft of Chinas
Wefhapeour Cnurfe for Quelpaert Ifland

'

r We
run
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run along the Coaft cf Corea, and every Day make

Jfironomical Objurations —Particulars of Quel-

faert I/land, Corea, &c— Difcovery of Bagelel

ljland) its Latitude and Longitude.

(APRIL, MAY, I787.)

jT\ n the ninth of April, according to our man-

ner of reckoning, and the 10th, according to

that of the Manillefe, we failed with a fine breeze

at noi th-eaft, which gave us hopes of doubling,

during the day, all the iflands of the different paf-

fages of Manilla Bay. Before we got under way,

M. de Langie and I received the vifit of M. Ber*

mudes, who allured us, that the north-eaft mon-

foon would not change for a month, and that it

would be ftill later upon the coaft of Formofa, the

continent of China being as it were the fource of

the north winds, which during more than nine

months cf the year prevail upon the coafts of that

empire ; but our impatience did not fuffer us to

liften to the counfels of experience ; we flattered

curfelves with fome lucky exception j every year

we thought might experience a change in the

different periods of the monfoons ; and we took

leave of him. Small variations of wind foon per-

mitted us to get to the northward of the ifland of

Luconia.

We had fcarcely doubled Cape Bujador, when

the wind became fixed at north-eaft, with an ob-

ftinacy
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ftinacy which but too evidently proved to us the

truth ofM. Bermudes's advice. I indeed flattered

myfelf with finding under Formofa the fame va-

riations as under the iOand of Luconia ; the proxi-
mity of the continent of China, it is true, rendered
this expectation rather improbable ; but at all

events, we had only to wait the change of the mon-
foonj the bad failing of our frigates, wooden-
meathed and filled, left us no hope of working to
the northward with contrary winds. On the 21ft
of April we made the ifland of Formofa. We
experienced, in the channel which divides it from
that ofLuconia, fome very violent currents, which
appeared to be occafioned by a regular tide, for

-
our dead reckonings did net differ from the refult
of our aftronomical obfervations as to latitude and
longitude. On the 22d ofApril I kt Lamay Ifland,
which is at the fouth-weft point of Formofa, eaft
by fouth about three leagues diftance. The fea
was very high, and I was perfuaded, from the afpeft
of the coaft, that I mould more eafily get to the
northward if I could near the Chinefe' coaft. The
north-north-eaft winds allowed me to fleer north-
weft, and confequently to make northing; but I
obferved, that in the middle of the channel the fea
was extremely changed. We were at that time in
22° 57' north latitude, and to weftward of the me-
ridian of £avite, that is to fay, in 116 9 41' eaft
longitude.. We founded twenty-five fathoms, fandy

bottom.
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bottom, and in four minutes afterwards only nine-

teen fathoms. This fudden fhoaling of the water

made me fuppofe, that thefe foundings were not

that of China, from which we were ftill more than

thirty leagues diftant, but that of a bank, which is

not laid down upon the charts. I continued to

found, and in a fhort time found no more than

twelve fathoms ; I tacked, and flood towards the

ifland of Formofa, and the bottom ftill continued

very irregular. I then judged it prudent to come

to an anchor, and made a fignal for that purpofe

to the Aflrolabe. The night was beautiful -

} in the

morning we did not perceive any breakers around

us. I got under way, and ftood north-weft and by

weft towards the continent of China ; but at nine

o'clock, having again twenty-one fathoms by 'the

lead, and a minute afterwards only eleven, rocky

bottom, I judged it prudent not to continue fo

dangerous a furvey, as our boats rowed too ill to

be able to found ahead of our frigates, and to tell

us the depth of water. I came to the refolution

of running out upon the oppofite point of the com-

pafs, and I fixed the courfe at fouth-eaft by

eaft\ In this manner we ran fix leagues, over an

uneven bottom of rock and fand from twenty-

four fathoms to eleven ; the foundings then grew

deeper, and at ten o'clock in the evening we could

get no ground, when about twelve leagues from

the point from which we had put about in the-

morning.
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morning. This bank, the limits of which to the
north-weft we did not fix, is upon the middle of the
length of line we had run over, and in 2f north
latitude, and u6° 45' eafl longitudes its fouth-
eaftern extremity is in 2a $2' latitude, and 1 17 3'

longitude
i it is, perhaps, not dangerous, fince our

Hialloweft water was eleven fathoms ; but the nature
and inequality of its bottom render it very fuf-
picious, and it muft be obferved, that thefe fhoals
in the Chinefe feas have very frequently almoft all
of them points level with the water, which have
been the oceafion of a great many (hipwrecks.
The tack we then Hood on carried us upon the

coaft of Formofa, towards the entrance of the
bay of Old Fort Zealand *, where the city of
Taywan, the capital of that ifland, Hands. I had
been informed of the revolt of that Chinefe colony,
and I knew, that an army of twenty thoufand men,
commanded by the fantoq of Canton, had been
fent againft it. The north-eaft monfoon, which
was ftill in full forCe, permitting me to facrifice
a few days to the pleafure of learning the lartt
news of this event, I came to an anchor to the
weftward of that bay, in feventeen fathoms, though
our boats had found fourteen fathoms a league and

* The plan of this fort is added to a letter of P MaiUa
a Jeruit. See the , 4th collection of Lettres cfflfiaW-
(Fr. Ed.)

a half
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a half from the fhore ; but I was well aware, that

it was impoffible to approach very near the ifland,

that there were only feven feet of water in the port

of Taywan, and that at the time when the Dutch

were in pofTeffion of it, their mips were obliged to

remain at Pefcadore Iflands, where there is a very

good harbour, which they fortified. This circum-

ftance rendered me very dubious as to fending a

boat afhore, which I could not fupport by my
mips, and which would probably have looked

fufpicious in the ftate of war in which this Chi-

nefe colony was then engaged. The mod for-

tunate circumftance that I could expect was, that

the boat would be fent back without being fuf-

fered to land > if, on the other hand, they mould

detain it, my fituation would be a very embar-

rafiing one, and two or three riming boats fet on

r]re would have been a very inadequate compen-

fation for fuch a misfortune. I therefore deter-

mined to endeavour to draw alongfide fome Chi-

•nefe boats, which were failing within reach of us j

I fhewed them piafters, which 1 knew was a pow-

erful temptation, but the inhabitants of thefe

iilands feem to be forbidden any communication

with ftrangers. It was extremely clear, that they

were not afraid of us, becaufe they palled within

reach of our mufkets, but they refufed to come on

board. One man alone had the hardinefs to do

fo i we purchafed his fifh at his own price, in

order
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order that he might give a favourable account of
us, lhould he dare to confefs that he had commu-
nicated with us. It was totally out of our power
to guefs the anfwers which thefe fifhermen made
to our queftions, which they certainly did not
comprehend. The language of thefe people is not
only deftituteof the fmalleft refemblance to that of
the Europeans, but that kind of pantomimic lan^
guage, which we thought univerfal, is by no means
better underftood by them, and a motion of the
head, which, among us, fignifiesjw, has, among
them, a fignification perhaps diametrically op*
pofite. This little trial, fuppofmg even that they
gave the boat I lhould fend the moil favourable
reception, convinced me ftjjj more of the impof-
fibiJity there was of fatisfying my curiofity ; I
determined, therefore, to get under way the next
day with the land breeze. Several different fires

lighted upon thecoaft, and which appeared to me
to be fignals, induced me to think, that we had
raifed an alarm, but it was more than probable,
that the Chinefe and rebel armies were not in the
vicinity of Taywan, or we fhpuld have f^n only
afmall number of fifhing boats, fince the greater
part would have been otherwife employed. What
was at this time only conjedure, became foon a£
forwards a certainty. The land and fea breezes
having the next day permitted us to get ten leagues

m the northward, we perceived the Chinefe army
Vol. IL 7& at
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at the mouth of a great river, which is in 23° 25'

north latitude, and, the banks ofwhich ftretch four or

five leagues out to fea. We came to an anchor

abreaft of this river, in thirty-feven fathoms, muddy

ground. It was not poffible for us to count all

the vefTeis ; many of them were under fail, others

were at anchor on the coaft, and a very great num-

ber of them were in the river. The admiral,

covered with a number of different flags, was the

farther! in the offing. He came to an anchor

in a line with the banks, at a league to the eaftward

of our frigates. When night came, he hung out

lights on all his mails, which ferved as a rallying

point to feveral veffels which were Hill to wind-

ward ; thefe veffels, being obliged to pafs by our

frigates in order to join their commander, were

extremely Cautious of coming within reach of our

guns, ignorant, without doubt, whether we were

friends or enemies. We were able, by the bright-

nefs of the moon, to make thefe obfervations till

midnight, and we had never felt a more ardent

wilh for clear weather, than for the purpofe of

feeing the confequence of thefe events. We had

fet the fouthern'illands of the Pefcadores, bear-

ing weft by north. It is probable, that the Chi-

ntk army, having left the province of Fokien, had

affembled in the ifland Pong-hou, the moft con-

liderable of the Pefcadores, where there is a very

good harbour, and that it had departed from this

place
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place of rendezvous in order to commence its

operations. We could not, however^ fatisfy our

curiofity, for the weather became fo bad, that we
were obliged to weigh before day, in order to get

our anchor, which we could not poffibly have

hoven up, had we delayed the work but a fingle

hour ; the fky became obfcured at four o'clock in

the morning, it blew very hard, and the horizon

was fo thick that we could not fee the land. At
day-break, however, I faw the Chinefe admiral

running before the wind into the river, with fome
other fmall veffels, v/hich I (fill perceived through

the fog. I flood from the more under clofe-reefed

topfails and courfes ; the wind was at north-north-

eaft, and I flattered myfelf I fhouldbe able to dou-

ble the Pefcadores, by keeping the fhip's head to

the north-weft ; but to my great aftonifhment, I

perceived, at nine o'clock in the morning, feveral

rocks, making part of this group of iflands, bear-

ing north-north -weft -, the weather was fo thick,

that we could not poffibly have diftinguiflied them
if we had not been very near. The breakers, with

which they were furrounded, were hardly diflin-

guimable from thofe which were occafioned by the

feaj I had never in my lifefeen a higher fea. At nine

o'clock in the morning we tacked and flood towards

Formofa ; and at noon the Aflrolabe, which was
ahead of us, made the fignal for twelve fathoms,

wearing at the fame time: I inflantly founded,

£ 2 and
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and found forty ; thus, in lefs than a quarter of a

league's diftance, there was a fhoaling from forty

fathoms to twelve, and in a very fhort time k
would, in all likelihood, have decreafed from,

twelve to two, fince the Aftrolabe found only eight

fathoms when me wore, and it was probable that

this fhip had not more than four minutes to run

upon that fhort tack. This event convinced us,

that the channel between the iflands north-eaft

of the Pefcadores, and the banks of Formofa, was

not more than four leagues in width ; it would, of

courfe, have been dangerous in fuch dreadful

weather to ply to windward during the night,

with a horizon lefs than a league in extent, and fo

rough a fea, that every time we wore we were

afraid of the fea breaking all over us. Thefe

different motives determined me to bear up, in

order to run to the eaftward of Formofa : my in-

ftructions did not enjoin me to direct my courfe

through this channel, and it was clearly proved

to me befides, that I could never fucceed in it

before the change of the monfoon, and as that was

juil at hand, and is always preceded by a very

heavy gale of wind, I deemed it better to be ex-

pofed to it in the open fea, and I fhaped my courfe

towards the fouthern iflands of the Pefcadores,

which bore weft- fouth-weft. Being obliged to

come to this determination, I wilhed at leaft to

reconnoitre thefe iflands, as near as fuch bad wea-

ther
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ther would permit. "We ran along them at two

leagues diftance, and it appears, that they extend

to the ibuthward as far as 23 12', although M,
Dapres's chart places the fouthernmoft 13' more

to the northward. We are not fo certain of their

limits to the northward ; the mod foutherly which

we made extends as far as 23 25', but we do not

know whether they reach any further.

Thefe iflands are a heap of rocks which affume

all kinds of fhapes ; among others, one of them fo

exactly refembles the tower of Cordouan, which is

at the entrance ofBourdeaux River, that one would

think it was hewn out by the hands of men.

Among thefe iflets we counted five iflands of a

moderate height, which appeared like fandv downs,

without any trees upon them. In fact, the dread-

ful weather of this day renders this obfervation

very uncertain ; but thefe iflands muft be known
from the narratives of the Dutch, who, during the

time they were mailers of Formofa, fortified the

Port of Ponghou ; it is alfo known, that the Chinefe

maintain a garrifon of five or tix hundred Tartars

there, who are relieved every year.

As the water was become much fmoother from

the flicker of thefe iflands, we founded feveral

times ; we found a fandy bottom, fo uneven, that

the Aftrolabe,- within a mufket-fhot of the land,

had forty fathoms, when by our lead we had only

twenty-four, and we foon afterwards loft bottom

z 3 alto-,

.
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altogether. On the approach of night, I ordered

a fouth by eafi courfe to be fleered, and at day-

break I flood again eaft-fouth-eaft, for the purpofe of

paffing into the channel between Formofa and the

Balhee Iflands. The next day we experienced as

violent a fquali of wind as that of the evening be-

fore, but which lafled no longer than ten o'clock

in the evening : it was preceded by fo abundant a

rain, as can be feen no where but between the tro-

pics. During the whole night the Iky was in aflamej

the moil vivid lightning darted from every point

of the horizon ; but we- heard no more than one

clap of thunder. We ran before the wind, under

the forefail, and two clofe- reefed topfails, fleering

fouth- eaft, in order to double Vele-rete, which,

from the bearings we had taken before night of

the fouth point of Formofa, ought to lie four

leagues to the eaftward of us. The wind was

continually at north-weft during the whole of this.

night, but the clouds flew with the greateft fWift-

nefs towards the fouth-weft; and a fog, the elevation

ofwhich was not a hundred toifes above our heads,

followed only the impulfe of the lower currents of

air.
|

For feverai days I had made the fame ob-

fervation, which operated not a little in determin-

ing; me to ftand off more during; this crifis of na«

ture, which the winds feemed to predict, and which

were rendered ftill more probable by the moon's

being at the full. The whole of the next day we

remained

HOB
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remained in a dead calm, in mid channel, bet^'eera

the Baihee I (lands and thofe of Botol Tabaco-

xima. This channel is fixteen leagues wide; our

obfervations having placed the fouth-eafr point of

Botol Tabaco-xima in 21 57' north latitude, and

119° 32' eaft longitude. Being enabled, by the

wind, to come within two miles of this ifland, 1

faw three villages very diflindly on the fouthern

coaft, and a canoe feemed to bend its courfe to-

wards us, I mould have wifhed to vifit thefe vil-

lages, which were probably inhabited by people

fimilar to thofe of the Bafhee 1 (lands, whom
Dampier has defcribed as fo honeft and hofpitable;

but the only bay, which feemed to promife an

anchorage, was open to the fouth-eaft winds, which

appeared likely to blow very fhortly, becaufe the

clouds were forcibly driven from that quarter : to-

wards midnight the wind in fact became fixed there,

and permitted me to ihape my courfe north-eaft

by north, the direction in _ which M. -Dapres lays

down the ifland of Formofa, in 23 30'. In our

approach to Botol Tabaco-xima, we founded feve-

ral times, and, till within the diftance of half a

league from the land, found no bottom 1 every

thing announces, that if there be an anchorage it

muft be extremely near the coaft This ifland,

on which no navigator has hitherto been known to

land, maybe about four leagues in circumference:

it is feparated by a channel of half a league from

Z 4 a very
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a very large rock or iflet, upon which a final! c!d*»

gree of verdure, and a few ihrubs, are perceptible^

but if is neither inhabited nor habitable.

The ifland, on the contrary , feemed to contain a

confiderable number ofinhabitants, fmce we counted

three pretty large villages within the fpace ofa league.

It is very woody from the third part of its height,

taken from the fea fhore, to the fummit, which feem-

ed to us to be capped with trees of the largeft fize.

The fpace of land comprifed between thefe forcfts

and the fandy fhore, retains a very fleep declivity;

it was cultivated in many places, and difplayed the

iftoft beautiful green, though furrowed with ravines

formed by the torrents which defcend from the

mountains. I am of opinion, that, when the wea-

ther is clear, Botol Tabaco-xima may be diftin-

guifhed at fifteen leagues diftance t but this ifland

is very often enveloped in fogs, and it appears, that

admiral Anfon had, at fir ft, made only the iflet I

have juft defcribed, which is not half fo high as

Botol. After doubling this ifland, we directed our

courfe to the north-north-eaft, keeping a very

fharp look out for land during the whole night.

A ftrong current, which fet to the northward, pre-

vented us from knowing, with certainty, what way

we were making -, but a very fine moon light, and

conftant attention, convinced us of the incon-

veniences which attend navigating in the middle

of an archipelago very little known by geogra-

§ pliers i
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phcrs ; for all our acquaintance with it is derived

from a letter of the miflionary, father Gaubil,

who had gained a knowledge of fome details re-

fpecling the kingdom of Liqueo,and its thirty fix

iflands, from an ambaffador of the king of Liqueo,

whom he got acquainted with at Pekin.

It may eafily be conceived how very inefficient

determinations oflatitude and longitude, made upon

fuch data, muft be for the intercfts of navigation 1

but there is, notwithstanding, always a great advan-

tage in knowing, that iflands and fhoals really exift

in thole feas, in which navigators may have occa-

sion to fail. On the 5th of May, at one o'clock

in the morning, we made an ifland, which bore

north-north- eaft of us ; we pafied the reft of the

night, Handing off and on, under an eafy fail, and

at day-break I ihaped my courfe fo as to run along

the weft coaft of this ifland, at the diftance of half

a league. We founded feveral times, without

finding bottom. We were foon fatisfied that this

ifland was inhabited, for we faw fires in feveral

places, and herds of oxen grazing on the fea-fhore.

When we had doubled its weft point, which is the

moll beautiful and beft inhabited fide, feveral

canoes put off from the fiiore in order to obferve

us. They feemed to be extremely in fear of us y

their curiofity caufed them to advance within

mufket-fhot, and their diftruft made them imme-
diately flee away with fpeed. Our Ihouts, geftures,

figns
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figns of peace, and the fight of fome fluffs, at

length determined two of the canoes to come along-

fide of us : I made each of them a prefent of a

piece of nankeen, and fome medals. It was evi-

dent, that thefe inlanders had not left the coaft with

any intention of trafficking with us, for they had

nothing to offer in exchange for our prefents ; they

only fattened to a rope a bucket of frefh water,

making figns to us, that they ftill thought them-

felves in our debt, but that they were going afhore

to fetch provifion, which they expreffed, by put-

ting their hand into their mouth. Before coming

alongfide the frigate, they placed their hands upon

their bread, and raifed their arms towards the fky

;

thefe geftures were repeated by us, and then they

refolved to come on board, but it was with a want

of confidence, which wras ftrongly exprefled in their

countenance during the whole time. They ne-

verthelefs invited us to approach the land, giving

us to underftand, that we mould there want for

nothing. Thefe iflanders are neither japanefe

nor Chinefe, but, fituate between thefe two em-

pires, they feem to partake of both people. Their

covering was a fhirt, and a pair of cotton drawers.

Their hair, tucked up on the crown of the head,

was rolled round a needle, which feemed to us to

be gold : each of them had a dagger, the handle

of which was gold alfo. Their canoes were made

out of hollowed trees, and they managed them

t very
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very indifferently. I could have wilhed to land

upon this iiland, but as we had hrought the (hip

to, in order to wait for thefe canoes, and as the

current fet to the northward with extreme rapidity,

we had drifted a great way to leeward, and our ef-

forts to reach it would perhaps have been in vain:

befides, we had not a moment to lofe, and it was of

the higheft importance to us, to get out of the

Japan feas before the month of June, a period of

ftorms and hurricanes, which render thefe feas the

moil dangerous in the whole world.

It is clear, that velTels which might be in want,

would readily provide themfelves with provision,

wood, and water in this ifland, and perhaps even

carry on a little trade ; but as it is not more than

three or four leagues in circumference, there is no

great probability, that its population exceeds four

or five hundred perfons ; and a {tw gold needles

are not of themfelves a proof of wealth. I pre-

ferred to it the name of Kumi Ifland; this is the

name it bears on the chart of father Gaubil, in

which it is laid down in latitude and longitude

nearly the fame as given by our obfervations, which

place it in 24 33' north latitude, and 120 56'

eafl longitude. Kumi Ifland, upon this chart, makes

part of a group of [even or eight iflands, of which

this is the wefternmofl ; and this is ifolated, or at

leaft feparated from thofe which may be fuppofed

' to the eaftward of it, by channels of eight or ten

leagues,



*

$4% la perouse's voyagi
leagues, our horizon containing that extent, with*

out our perceiving any land. From the details of

father Gaubil, as to the great ifland of Liqueo, the

capital of all the iflands to the eaft of Formofa, I

am much inclined to think, that Europeans would
be well received there, and might eftablifh a com-
merce as advantageous as at Japan. At one

o'clock in the afternoon, I crowded fail to the

northward, without waiting for thofe iflanders, who
had expreffed to us by figns, that they would foon

return with eatables ; of thefe we had ftill great

abundance, and a fair wind invited us not to wafte

fuch precious moments. I continued my courfe

to the northward, with all fails fet, and at fun-fet

we had entirely loft fight of Kumi Ifland; the

Iky was neverthelefs very clear, and our horizon

feemed to be ten leagues in, extent. During the

night, I flood on under eafy fail, and after having

run five leagues, I brought to at two o'clock in

the morning, becaufe I fuppofed that the currents

might have carried us ten or twelve miles ahead

of our reckoning. At day-break, I made an ifland

in the north-north eaft, and more to the eaft feve-

ral rocks or iilets. I directed my courfe fo as to

pafs to the weftward of this ifland, which, in the

weftern part, is round and very woody. I ranged

along it at a third of a league, without finding any

bottom, or perceiving any trace of a habitation.

It is fo fteep, that I do not even think it is habit-

able 3
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able j its extent may be two thirds of a league in

diameter, or two leagues in circumference. When
we came abreaft of it, we made a fecond ifland.

of the fame fize, equally woody, and nearly of the

fame form, but only not quite fo highs it bore

Borth-north-eafc of us, and between thefe iflands

there were five groups of rocks, around which in-

numerable birds were flying. I preferved to this

lafc the name of Hoapinfu Ifland, and to that moil

to the north -eaft the name of Tiaoyu-fu, given by

the fame father Gaubil to the iflands which are

found to the ear]; of the north point of Formofa,

and which have been laid down upon the chart

much more to the fouth, than from our obferva-

tions of latitude they really are *. Be this as it

may, our determinations place the ifland Hoapinfu

in 2 5 44' north latitude, and 121 14? eaft lon-

gitude, and that of Tiaoyu-fu in latitude 25° 55^
and longitude 121 17'.

We at length got out of the archipelago of the

iflands of Liqueo, and were about to enter a more

extenfive fea between Japan and China, where,

according to fome geographers, foundings are a]-

* The chart of father Gaubil prefents a third ifland to the

north- weft of Hoapinfu, under the name of Pongkiacban, and

nearly the fame diftance from it as Tiaoyu-fu: if this ifland

exift, it is aftoniihing, from the courfe of la Peroufe, that he

did not difcover it.—See Lettres edifiantes, 28th colle&ion,

r*-(Fr. Ed.)
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ways to be met with. This obfervation is true*

but it was not till in 24 4/, that by our lead we

had feventy fathoms water, and from that latitude,

as far as beyond the channel of Japan, we had al-

ways been able to find ground : the coaft of China

is even fo flat, that in 3 1 degrees we . had only

twenty- five fathoms, at more than thirty leagues

from the land. It was my intention, at our de-

parture from Manilla, to reconnoitre the entrance

of the Yellow Sea, to the north of Nankin, if the

circumftances of my voyage would allow me to

dedicate a few weeks to it -, but at all events, it

was of importance to the fuccefs of my ultimate

objects, to reach the entrance of the channel of

Japan before the acth of May, and I encountered

obftacles upon the north coaft of China, which

did not permit me to make more than feven or

eight leagues a day : the fogs were alfo as thick

and as continual there, as upon the coafts of La-

brador ; the winds, which are very light, vary only

from north- eaft to eaftj we were frequently in a

dead calm, obliged to bring up, and to make fig-

nals, in order to keep at anchor, becaufe we could

not fee the Aftrolabe, though within hail: the

violence Of the currents was fuch, that we could

not keep a lead at the bottom long enough to

afcertain if we did not drive j the tide there, how-

ever, did not run more than a league an hour, but

it was impoflible to afcertain its direction: it

changed
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changed every inflant, and in the fpace of twelve

hours went exactly round the compafs, without

there being a moment of flack water. We had

only one fine clear in the fpace of ten or twelve

days, fo as to permit us to fee an iflet or

rock fituate in 3 o° 45' north latitude, and 121*

26' eafl: longitude. It foon became foggy again,

and we do not know whether it be contiguous to

the continent, or feparated from it by a large

channel, for we never faw the coafl, and our lead

depth of water was twenty fathoms.

On the 19th of May, after a calm, with a very

thick fog which had continued a fortnight, the wind

fettled at north-weft, and blew very frefh j the Iky

remained whitifh and dull, but the horizon extended

feveral leagues. The fea, which had till then been

ib fmooth, became extremely rough. At this

time I was at anchor in twenty- five fathoms. I

made the fignal for getting under way, and with-

out lofmg an inftant fnaped my courfe nbrth-eafl by

eafl towards the Ifland of Quelpaert, which is the

rMl remarkable object before entering into the

channel of Japan. This ifland, which is only known

to Europeans by the wreck of the Dutch fhip

Sparrow-hawk, in 1635, was at that time under

the dominion of the king of Corea. We made it

on the a 1 ft of May, in the fineft poflible weather,

and in circumftances the mofl favourable for taking

lunar obfervations. We determined the fouth

point
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point to be in %f 14' north latitude, and 124 15'

eaft longitude. I ran along the whole fouth-eaft

fide, at fix miles diflance, and for a fpace of twelve

leagues took the moft exact bearings, from which

M. Bernizet has conftructed a draught. It is

Scarcely pofiible to find an ifiand which affords a

finer afpect ; a peak of about a thoufand toifes,

which is vifible at the diftance of eighteen or

twenty leagues, occupies the middle of the ifland,

of which it is doubtlefs the referyoir 3 the land gra-

dually fiopes towards the fea, whence the habita-

tions appear as an amphitheatre. The foil appeared

to us to be cultivated to a very great height. By

the alfitlance of our glafies we could perceive the

divifion of fields j they are vtry much parcelled

out, which is the ftrongeft proof of a great popu-

lation. The very varied gradation of colours, from

the different ftates of cultivation, rendered the view

or this iiland ftiil more agreeable. Unfortunately3

it belongs to a people who are prohibited from

all communication with grangers, and who detain

in flavery thofe who have the misfortune to be

fhipwrecked on thefe coafts, Seme of the Dutch-

men of the fhip Sparrow-hawk, after a captivity of

eighteen years there, during which they received

many baftinadoes, found means to take away a

bark, and to crofs to Japan, from which they ar-

rived at Batavia, and afterwards at Amfterdam,

This hiftory, the narrative of w]iich is now before



ROUND THE WORLD. 353

us, was not calculated to induce us to fend a boat

on fhore ; we had feen two canoes put off from it,

but they never came within a league of us, and

in all probability their only object was to watch

us, and perhaps give the alarm on the coaft of

Corea. I continued my courfe north-eaft by eaft

till midnight, and I lay to in order to wait for day,

which was dull, but without a thick fog. I faw

the north-eaft point of Quelpaert Ifland to the

weftward, and I fixed my courfe north-north-eaft,

for the purpofe of approaching Corea. We kept

founding every hour, and found from fixty to

feventy fathoms. At day-break we made different

iflands or rocks, which form a chain of more than

fifteen leagues diftantfrom the continent of Corea;

their bearing is nearly north-eaft and fouth-weft,

and our obfervations place the moft northern of

them in 35 15' north latitude, and 127 7' eaft

longitude. The continent was concealed from us

by a thick fog, though it is not more than five or

fix leagues diftant. The next day, about eleven

o'clock, we got fight of it; it appeared behind the

iflets or rocks with which it was ftill bordered. At

two leagues to the fouth of thefe iflets we had from

thirty to thirty -five fathoms, and a muddy bottom;

the fky was aifo always whitifh and dull, but the fun

pierced through the fog, and enabled us to take

excellent obfervations of latitude and longitude,

which was very important to the interefts of geo-

Vol. II. A a
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graphy, not any European fhip having ever been

known to run through thefe Teas, which have been

traced upon our maps of the world from Japanefe

or Corean charts, published by the Jefuits. Thefe

miffionaries have in fact corrected them by courfes

adjufted with great care on the land, and fuhjected

to very good obfervations made at Pekin, fo that

the errors have been very inconfiderable ; and it

muft be confeffed, that they have rendered mcft

eiter, rial fervices to the geography of this part of

Afia, which they alone have made known to us,

and of which they have given charts which come

very near the truth. Navigators have only to re-

gret, in this refpect, the want of hydrographic de-

tails, which could not poflibly be traced on them,

as the Jefuits travelled by land.

On the 25th in the night we parted the Strait

of Corea. We had after fun-down fet the coaft of

Japan, which extends from eaft by north to eaft-

fouth-eaft, and that of Corea from north-weft to

north. The fea appeared very open to the nonh-

ead, and a very great fwell coming from that quar-

ter, completely confirmed this opinion ; the night

was very clear, and the wind rather frefh from the

fouth-weft. We ran before the wind under very

eafy fail, not making more than two knots an hour,

for the purpofe of afcertaining at day-break the ac-

curacy of the bearings we had taken in the evening,

an exact chart of the ftrait. Our

bear-

arid drawing



ROUND THE WORLD. 35^

bearings, fubjected to the obfervations of M.
Dagelet, leave nothing to be wiihed for as to the

precifion of the plan which we took of it. We
founded every half hour, and as the coaft of Corea

appeared to me in ore interefting to follow than

that of Japan, I approached within two leagues of

it, and fhaped a courfe parallel to its direction.

The channel, which feparates the coaft of the

continent from that of Japan, may be about fifteen

leagues wide ; but as far as ten leagues it is nar-

rowed by rocks, which, from Quelpaert Ifland,

continually bordered the fouthern coaft of Corea,

and which did not end till we had doubled the

fouth-eaft point of this peninfula, fo that we were

able to follow the continent very near, to fee the

houfes and towns which lie on the fea fhore, and

to reconnoitre the entrance of the bays. We faw

on the tops of the mountains fome fortifications,

exactly refembling thofe of European forts, and it

is very probable, that the greateft objects of de-

fence, on the part of the Coreans, are directed

againft the Japanefe. This part of the coaft is

very fafe to fail along at three leagues from the

more, for there is no perceptible danger, and

there are fixty fathoms with a muddy bottom,

but the country is mountainous, and feems to be

much parched j the fnow, in certain ravines, was

not entirely melted, and the earth feemed but little

capable of cultivation. The habitations are, how-

A a 2 ever,

I

1,:
1 n



3$6 la perouse's voyage

ever, very numerous ; we counted a dozen of fharn-

pans or junks failing along the coaft ; thefe

veffels did not appear to differ in any refpect from

thofe of China; like thefe their fails were made of

mats. The fight of our {hips did not appear to

caufe much fear in them ; indeed they were very

near the (bore, and would have had time to reach

it before they could be overtaken, had our move-

ments infpired them with any diftruft. I mould

have been glad if they had had courage enough to

{peak to us; but they continued their courfe without

troubling themfelves about us, and the fight of our

veffels, though very new, did not excite their at-

tention. At eleven o'clock, however, • I faw two

boats fet fail for the purpofe of reconnoitring us,

approach within a league of us, follow us for

<

two hours, and afterwards return into the harbour

from which they came out in the morning ; hence

it is probable that we had raifed an alarm upon

the coaft of Corea, as in the afternoon fires were

- ktn lighted on all their promontories.-

- This day, the 216th, was one of the finer!: in our

whole voyage, as well as rnoft interefting, from the

bearings we had taken of an extent of coaft of

more than thirty leagues. Notwithstanding this

fine weather, the barometer fell to twenty-feven

inches ten lines ; but as it had feveral times given

us falfe indications, we continued our courfe along

the coaft, which we diftinguifhed by the light of

q the
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the moon till midnight j the wind then chopped

about from fonth to north with considerable

violence, without any cloud's announcing this fud-.

den fhift; the fky was clear and ferene, but it

became very black, and I was obliged to (land

off fliore, to prevent my being embayed by the

eafterly winds. Though the clouds had not given

us notice of this change, we had neverthelefs had a

warning which we did not underftand, and which

it is not, perhaps, eafy to explain : the men look-

ing out at the maft-hcad called down to us, that

they felt burning vapours fimilar to thofe of the

mouth of an oven, which paffed like puffs of

wind, and fucceeded each other every half mi-

nute. All the officers went to the maft head, and

experienced the fame heats. The temperature

was at this time 14 upon deck ; we lent up a

thermometer to the topmaft crofs- trees, and it

rofe to 20 ; neverthelefs the puffs of heat paffed

away very rapidly, and at intervals the temperature

of the air did not differ from that of the level of

the fea. During this night we met with a gale of

wind from the north, which continued only feven

or eight hours, but the fea was very high. As

the channel between Corea and Japan muft be

very broad in this latitude, we had nothing to fear

from bad weather. The next day I approached

within three leagues of the continent ; it was not

foggy, and we recollected the points we had ^cm

A a 3 the
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the evening before. In fpite of the violence of

the wind we had gained a little to the northward,

and the coaft. began to trend to the north-north-

weft 3 thus we had failed beyond the mod eaflern

part, and explored the mod interefting coaft of

Corea. I then thought it neceffary to fhape my
courfe for the fouth-weft point of Niphon I (land,

the north-eaft point of which, or Cape Nabo,

Captain King had made the fubject of precife

obfervations. Thefe two afcertained points will

at length terminate the doubts of geographers, who

will no longer have to exercife their imaginations

on the form of thefe coafts. I made the fignal on

the 27th to bear up and fleer eaft. I foon per-

ceived in the north-north-eaft an ifland, which is

not laid down upon any chart, and which feemed

to be about twenty leagues diftant from the coaft

of Corea : I endeavoured to get near to it, but it

was exactly in the wind's eye, which fortunately

changing during the night, I at break of day fhaped

my courfe fo as to furvey this ifland, which I

named IJle Dagelet, from the name of that aftro-

nomer, who was the firft that difcovered it. It

is little more than three leagues in circumference j

I ran along it, and almoft made its circuit at

the diftance of a mile without finding bottom ;

I then determined to hoift out a boat, under the

command of M. Boutin, with orders to found as

far as the more. He found bottom in twenty

fathoms^
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fathoms, but not till near the edge of the furf,

which broke upon the coaft at about a hundred

toifes from the ifland, the north -eaft point of

which lies in 37 2 5' north latitude, and 129 of

eaft longitude. It is very fteep, but covered with

the fined trees from the fea-fhore to the fummit.

A rampart of bare rock, almoft as fteep as a

wall, encircles the whole outline of it, with the

exception of feven little fandy creeks, where it is

poflible to land. It was in thefe creeks that we

faw upon the flocks fome boats of a conftructioti

altogether Chinefe. The fight of our fhips, which

paffed within gun-{fcot, certainly frightened the

workmen, and they fled into the wood, from which

their dock-yard was not farther diftant than fifty

paces. Befide thefe, we faw a few huts, but

without any villages or cultivation. From this,

it appears probable, that the Corean carpenters,who

are not at a greater diftance from Dagelet Ifland

than twenty leagues, come hither during the fum-

mer with provifion, for the purpofe of building

boats there, which they fell upon the continent.

This opinion is almoft reduced to a certainty -

3 for

after we had doubled its wefternmoft point, the

workmen of another dock yard, who could not

before fee our fhips, which were hidden from their

view by this point, were furprifed by us near to

their pieces of timber, working at their boats, and

we faw them flee away into the forefts, with the

A a 4 exception
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exception of two or three, who did not feem to be

in the leaft afraid of us. I could have wifhed to

find an anchorage, for the purpofe of perfuading

thefe people by good offices that we were~ not

their enemies, but * the ftrong currents drove us

from the land. Night approached^ and being

afraid we mould be carried to leeward, and that

the boat I had dii'patched under the -command of

M. Boutin, might not be able to rejoin us, I was

obliged to order him by a fignal to return on

board, juft at the moment he was going to land

upon the beach. I hauled towards the Aftrolabe,

who was much more to the weftward, having been

drifted by the currents, and we paiTed the night

in a calm, occalioned by the height of the moun-

tains of Dagelet Ifland, which intercepted the fea

breeze.

CHAPTER XVII.

Route towards the North-Weft Part of Japan—
View of Cape Noto3 and of the Ifland Jootfi-Jima—

Details refpetting this Ifland -Latitude and Lon-

gitude of this Part of "japan— Meet with feveral

Japanefe and Chinefe Vejfels—We return towards

the Coaft of Tartary, which we make in 42 De-

grees of North Latitude—Stay at Bale de Ternai

—Its
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~~Its Productions—Details relative to this Coun-

try—PVe jail from it, after a Stay of only three

Days—-Anchor in Baie de Suffren,

(MAY—JULV, I787.)

An the 30th of May, 1787, the winds having

fixed at fouth-foudi-eafl, I fhaped my courfe

£aft towards Japan, but it was only by very fhort

days runs chat I neared the coaft. The winds were

continually contrary,, and time was fo precious to

us, that had it not been for the very great impor-

tance which I thought due to the determining the

fituation of at leafc a point or two of the weft coaft

of Niphon I (land, I mould have abandoned this

furvey, and run before the wind for the coaft of

Tartary. On 'the 2d of June, in 37^38' north la-

titude, and 132 ic/ eaft longitude, according to

our time-keepers, we difcovered two Japanefe

vefTels, one of which paffed within hail of us. It

had a crew of twenty men, all clad in blue caf-

focks, made like thofe of our priefts. This

veffel, which was about a hundred tons burthen,

had a fingle high maft ftepped in the middle, and

which appeared to be only a parcel of fmall

mails united by copper hoops and wooldings.

The fail of it was linen, the breadths of which

were not fewed, but laced lengthwife. This fail

appeared to me very large, and two jibs, with a

fpritfail, compofed the remainder of her fuit. A
finaU'
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fmall gallery of three feet in breadth projected

from both fides of this veffel, and extended along

her gunwale from the ftern to about two thirds of

her length. She had beams upon her (tern,

which projected, and were painted green. The

boat placed athwart her bows exceeded the breadth

of the veffel by {even or eight feet, which had, in

other refpects, a common fheer, a flat poop with

two fmall windows, very little carved work, and

did not refemble the Chinefe junks in anything

but the manner of fattening the rudder with cords.

Her fide gallery was only raifed two or three ket

above her water line, and the extremities of the

boat muft touch the water in rolling. Every

thing made me think, that thefe veffels were not

deftined to go any diflance from the coafts, and

they could not be fafe in a high fea during a fquall

of wind j it is probable the Japanefe have veffels

for the winter better calculated to brave the bad

weather. We paffed fo near to this veffel, that

we obferved even the countenances of individuals ;

they were exprefiive of no fear, not even aftonifh-

ments they changed their courfe only within piftol

ihot of the Afirolabe, fearing, perhaps to fall

aboard of her. They had a fmall Japanefe white

flag, on which were words written vertically.

The name of the veffel was on a kind of drum

placed at the fide of the enfign ftafr. The Afiro-

labe hailed her as fhe paffed, but we compre-

hended
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hended no more of their anfwer than they did of

our queftion, and fhe continued her courfe to the

fouthward, very eager, no doubr, to go and give

intelligence of two foreign veffels having been

met with in feas, where no European navigator

had ever before been feen. On the 4th in the

morning, in 133° 17' eaft longitude, and 37 13'

north latitude, we thought we faw land, but the

weather was extremely foggy, and our horizon had

very foon no further extent than a quarter of a

league at molt ; it blew very frelh at fouth ; the

barometer had fallen fix lines in twelve hours.

Hoping that the fky might clear, I was at firit

defirous to bring to, but in the afternoon the wind

frefhened ftiil more : the mizen topfail was blown

away -, we handed the topfails, and lay to under

the forefail. At different times of the day we

faw feven Chinefe veiTels, marled like that which

I have defcribed, but v/ithout the fide gallery,

and, though fmaller, of a conftruclion better cal-

culated to encounter bad weather ; they refembled

that which Captain King perceived during Cook's

third voyage, having the fame three black bands

in the concave part of their fail, all equally about

thirty or forty tons burthen, with a crew of

eight men. During the violence of the wind we law

one ofthem under bare poles ; her maft, like thofe

of our chajfe marees, was only fupported by two

ihrowds and a flay, which was carried to the item;

for
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for thefe veffels have no bowfprit, but only a frnalj

fpar eight or ten feet high, placed vertically,

on which the Chinefe carry ^a fmall forefail

like that of a boat. All thefe junks ran clofe

to the wind with their larboard tacks on board,

and their head to the weft-fouth-weftj and it is

probable they were not far diftant from the land,

fince thefe veffels never fail but along the coafts.

The morning of the next day was extremely foggy.

We ag in perceived two Japanefe veffels, and it

was only on the 6th that we made Cape Noto,

and the lOand of Jootfi-fima*, which isTeparared

from it by a channel about five leagues in w :th.

The weather was clear, and the horizon very ex-

tcnfive; though we were fix leagues from the land,

we could diftinguiih the particular objects on it
5 the

trees, the rivers, and the hollows. Some iflets or

rocks, along which we coafted at two leagues dis-

tance, and which were connected together by

with the water'schains of rocks, even edge,

* All the geographers to the prefent time have given the

name of Jootfi-fima, to an I{land which is north-eaft of Cape

Noto. La Peroufe in this place gives the fame name to an-,

ether ifland, which he difcovered five leagues to the north-

weft of this cape, and which is marked upon all the charts

without a name. Can this naming of la Peroufe proceed from

an error? I do not know: but I thought it necefiary

to avoid, by this obfervation, the doubt which may arife

from two iflands of the fame name fo very near the fame

cape

—

(Fr. Ed.J

prevented

*mm
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prevented us from approaching nearer the coaft.

At this diftance we had foundings in fixty fa-

thoms, a bottom of rock and coral. We faw, at

two o'clock, the ifland of Jootfi-fima in the north-

eaft. I fhaped my courfe fo as to run along the

weft part of it, and we were foon obliged to hawl

our wind, in order to weather the breakers, that

are very dangerous in the fog, which, at this fea-

fo'n, almoil always conceals the northern coafts of

Japan. At a league and a half from thefe break-

ers we had conftantly fixty fathoms rocky bot-

tom, and it would have been unadvifable to come

to an anchor there, except in a cafe of mod ur-

gent neceffity. This ifland is fmall and flat, but

very well wooded, and of an agreeable afpecl

:

. I think that its circumference does not exceed two

leagues ; it feemed to us to be very well inhabited.

We remarked fome confiderable edifices between

the houfes; and hard by a fort of caftie, which was

at the fouth-weft point, we diftinguifhed fome

gibbets, or at lead pods, with a large beam

placed athwart the top ; perhaps thefe pofts may

be deftined to other purpofes ; but it would be

Angular enough if the Japanefe, whofe cuftoms are

fo different from ours, were in this point to re-

femble us fo nearly. We had fcarcely doubled

the ifland of Jootfi-fima before we were fuddenly

inveloped in a very thick fog ; we had fortunately
.

enjoyed time enough to take excellent bearings

of

!
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of the coafts of Japan to the fouth of Cape Noto,
as far as a Cape beyond which there is nothing to

be feen.

Our obfervations of latitude and longitude

were exceedingly fatisfa&ory. Since our depar-

ture from Manilla, our time-keeper had gone very
well: thus, Cape Noto, upon the coafl of Japan,
is a point upon which the geographers may be

perfectly fatisfied -

3 it will give, together with

Cape Nabo upon the eaftern coaft, fixed by cap-

tain King, the breadth of this empire in its north

part. A ftill greater fervice will be rendered to

geography by our determinations, for they will

eftablifh the breadth of the Tartarian Sea, towards

which I -determined to direct my courfe. The
coaft of Japan, which runs away fixty leagues eaft

from Cape Noto, and the continual fogs which
envelope thefeiflands, would perhaps have required

the remainder of the feafon, in order to coaft alono-
to*

and take bearings of the iflandof Niphon, as far as

Cape Sangaar j we had a far more extenfive field,

of difcoveries to explore upon the coaft of
Tartary, and in the Strait of TeiToy. I then

thought it neceffary not to lofe an inftant, in order

to arrive there fpeedilyj I had befides had no
other objeel: in my inquiries on the coaft of Japan,

but to affign to the Tartarian Sea its true limits

from north to fcuth. Our obfervations place

Cape Noto in 37 36' north latitude^ and 135° 34/

5 eaft
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eaft longitude ; Jootfi-fima Ifland, in latitude 37*

51' and longitude 135 no' 3 an iflet or rock,

which is to the weft of Cape Noto, in latitude

37° 36', and longitude 135 14/, and the moft

foutherly point of Niphon Ifland, of which we were

within fight, in latitude 37 18', and longitude

135' 5'. Thefe fhort obfervations, which will

appear perhaps very dry to the greater number

of our readers, coft us ten days of very laborious

navigation in the midft of fogs ; we believe, that

geographers will find this time well employed, and

they will only regret, that the extenfive plan of our

voyage has not permitted us to reconnoitre and

determine upon that coaft, and more particularly

on the fouth-eaft part of it, a greater number of

points, from the fituation of which it might have

been poflible to lay down the true form of the

ftrait which feparates that empire from Corea,

We furveyed the coaft of this peninfula with the

greateft precifion, as far as the point where it

ceafes to run to the north-eaft, and where it takes

a direction towards the weft, which obliged us to

get into 37 north. Continual and obilinate fouth

winds oppofed the defign I had formed to fee

and fix the moft foutherly and wefterly points

of Niphon Ifland; thefe fame fouth winds fol-

lowed us till within fight of the coaft of Tar-

tary, which we made on the nth of June.

The weather was very clear the next day, the ba-

rometer
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rcmeter fell to 27 inches 7 lines, and there remain-

ed Stationary, and while the barometer continued

at this point, we enjoyed two of the finer! days in

this voyage. This inftrument had, fince our de-

parture from Manilla, fo often given us jufl prog-

nostications of the weather, that we owed it fome

indulgence for its variations; but there is this refuk

to be drawn from it, that the difpofition of the

atmofphere may be fuch as, without producing

either rain or wind, to effect a great variation in the

barometer ; that of the Aftrolabe was at the fame

degree as ours, and I am of opinion, that a long

feries of obfervations is ftill neceffary to obtain a

perfect knowledge of the language of this intern-

ment, which may be in general a great utility to

the feeurity of navigation. That of Naime, with

its ingenious mode of fufpenfion, has advantages far

iupei ior to any other. The point of the coaft we
made is exactly that which feparates Corea from

Mantchou Tartary ; it is a very high land, which we
perceived on the nth at twenty leagues diuance;

it extended from north- north-weft to north-eaft by

north, and appeared to be of feveral different levels.

The mountains, without being fo lofty as thofe of

the American coaft, are at leaf! fix or feven hundred

toifes in height. We did not get ground till within

four leagues of the land, and then had one hundred

and eighty fathoms muddy fand ; and at a league

from the fhore there were ftill eighty-four fathoms.

I ap-
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I approached within this diftance of the coaft: it was

very fteep, but covered with trees and verdure.

On the fummit of the higheft mountains fnow was

to be feenj but in a very (mail quantity; befides,

there was no appearance of any trace of culture or

habitation', and we thought, that the Mantchou Tar-

tars, who are wandering fhepherds, prefer to thefe

mountains plains and valleys, where their flocks

find a more abundant nourishment. In this ex-

tent of coaft, of more than forty leagues, we did not

difcover any river. I was however very defirous

of touching there, in order that our botanifts and

tnineralogifts might obferve this land and its pro-

ductions ; but this coaft was perpendicular, and

as there were eighty four fathoms water at a

league's diftance, it might probably be neceflary

•to approach within two or three cables length

of the fhore, to have twenty fathoms water, and

.thus we fhould have been unable to get under way

with the fea breeze. I Mattered myfelf I fhould

find a more convenient place, and I continued

my courfe, with the fineft weather and the clearefl

fky we had enjoyed fince our departure from

Europe. On the 12th, 13th, and 14th we were

equally fuecefsful in making our obfervations, while

we coafted along at the diftance of three fhort

leagues from the fhore J
. at fix o'clock in the even-

ing of the latter day, we were becalmed, and en-

veloped in a fog ; a light breeze from the' fouth-

:

Vol. II. B b eaft
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eaft fcarcely permitting us to fleer. As far as we
had hitherto proceeded, the direction ofthe coaft was
north-eaft by north ; we were already in 44 of la-

titude, which is laid down by geographers as that

of the pretended flrait of TeiToy; but we found

ourfelves 5 more to the weft than the longitude

given to that ftrait ; thefe 5 ought to be eut off

from Tartary, and added to the channel which fe-

parates the iflands fituate to the north of Japan.
The days on the 15th and 16th were very foggy;

we were but a fmall diflance from the coaft of
Tartary, and could fee it in the clears ; but this laft

day will be remarkable on our journal, by one of

the moft complete illufions, which I have ever wit-

4jeiTed fince I became a feaman.

At four o'clock in the afternoon the thickeft fog

was fucceeded by the fineft flcyj we difcovered the

continent, which extended from weft by fouth to

north by eaft, and a little afterwards, in the fouth,

an extenfive land, which feemed to join Tartary

on the weft, not leaving between it and the conti-

nent an opening of 1

5

. We diftinguifhed moun-
tains, ravines, and at length every particular ob-

ject on fhore, without being able to conceive which
way we had entered into this ftrait, which could

be no other than that of Teflby, the refearch of
which we had given up. In this fituation, I thought

ft neceftary to haul the wind, and fleer to the fouth-

fouth-eaft ; but thefe mountains and ravines very

§ foon
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Foon difappeared. The moft extraordinary fog

bank I had ever feen had occafioned our error 5

we faw it diflipated; its forms, its tines were carried

away and loft in the region of clouds, and we had

ftill day enough left to take of? from our minds

every degree of uncertainty, as to the non -existence

of this fantastical land. I flood on during the

whole night over the fpace of fea which it had ap-

peared to occupy, and at day-break there was no-

thing before our eyes j the horizon was neverthe-

lefs fo extenfive, that we perfectly diftinguifhed

the coaft of Tartary, at the diftanee of about fifteen

leagues. I fhaped my courfe towards it, but at

eight o'clock in the morning we were furround-

ed by the fog ; we had fortunately had time to

take good bearings, and to reconnoitre all the

points we had fet the preceding evening; thus

there is not any hiatus in our chart of Tartary,

from our land-fall in the 4-ad degree, as far as the

ftrait of Segalien.

On the 17th, iSth, and 19th the fog was ftill

very thick ; we made no way, but continued (land-

ing off and on, in order, on the firft clear, to find

again the mountains already perceived and placed

upon our chart. On the 19th, in the evening, the

fog difperfed j we were only three leagues from the

land j we furveyed an extent of coaft of more than

twenty leagues from weft-fouth-weft to north-

north-eaft $ the whole of its form was perfectly

B b 2 well
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well defined, a clear fky permitting us to diftinguilh

all the tints of it, but in no part did we fee the ap-

pearance of a bay, and at four leagues from the

land no bottom was found with a line of two hun-

dred fathoms. The fog foon compelled me to

gain & greater offing, and we did not fee the coaft

again till the next day at noon ; we were very

near it, and had never been in a fituation to take

better bearings; our latitude was 44 45' north, and

we feta point bearing north-eail by north, that was

at lead fifteen leagues from us. I ordered the

Aftrolabe to go ahead and look out for an anchor-

age. M. de Langle hoifted out his boat, and fent

M. de Monti, his firft lieutenant, to found a bay

which we perceived before us, and which appeared

to afford a fhelter. At two leagues from the land

we found a hundred and forty fathoms, and two

leagues farther in the offing, we had had two hundred

fathoms; the water appeared gradually to fhoal, and

it was probable that at a quarter of a league from

the more we mould find forty or fifty fathoms, which

is very confiderable, but a fhip frequently anchors

in a fimilar depth. We continued our courfe' to-

wards the land ; a very thick fog bank foon arofe

on it, which a light breeze from the north carried

over us. Before M. de Monti had reached the bay,

which he had orders to found, M. de Langle was

obliged to make him a fignal to come on board

again, and he rejoined the frigate at the moment

when
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when we were enveloped in the thicker! fog, and

obliged to ftand off again from the more. At

fun-fet there was once more a clear of a few mi-

nutes. The next day, towards eight o'clock, hav-

ing only run three leagues eaU by north during

twenty-four hours, we could fet no other points

but thofe already laid down up >ri our chart j v/e

faw the flat top of a mountain, which I called,

from its fhape, Table Mountain, in order that it

might be recognifed by navigators. During the

whole time we had run along this land, we had

never feen any figns of inhabitants; not a fingle

canoe had put off from the coaft, and this country,

though covered with the fined trees, which in-

dicate a fertile foil, feems to be defpifed by the

Tartars and Japanefe; the fe people might form

confiderable colonies there, but, on the contrary,

the policy of the laft is to prevent all emigration,

and all communication with foreigners ; under

which denomination they comprife the Chinefe as

well as the Europeans.

Onthe2iftand 22d the fog was very thick,

but we kept the land fo clofe aboard, that we faw

it whenever the fmalleft clear came on, which hap-

pened almoft every day at fun-fet. The cold be-

gan to increafe when we reached the 45th degree:

at a league from the land we found fifty-feven

fathoms, muddy bottom.

Qn the 23d the wind became fettled at north-

B b 3 eaflj
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eaft; I determined to ftand in for a bay which I

faw to the weft-north- wed, and where there was a

probability of our finding a good anchorage. At

fix o'clock in the evening we dropped anchor there,

in twenty-four fathoms, fandy bottom, and half a

league from the fhore. I named it Bale de Hernai^

it is fittiate in 45 1
3' north latitude, and t 1 5 9/ eaft

longitude. Although it is open to the eaflerly

winds, I have reafon to think, that they never blow

in upon the coaft there, and that they follow the di-

rection of the land ; the bottom is fandy, and dimi-

nifhes gradually to fix fathoms within a cable's

length of the fhore. The tide in this place rifes five

feet ; it is high water at 8
h

1

5

m
at full and change,

but the flux and reflux do not alter the direction

cf the current at half a league from the fhore \

that which we experienced at the anchorage never

varied but from fouth-weft to fouth-eaft, and its

greateft rapidity was a mile an hour.

During feventy-five days fince our failing from

Manilla, we had, in fact, run along the coafts of

Quelpaert Ifland, Corea, and Japan, but thefe

countries, which are inhabited by people who are

inhofpitable to Grangers, did not allow us to

think of putting in there j on the other hand, we

knew that the Tartars were hofpitable, and our

force was alfo fufficient to overawe any fmall

tribes which we might meet on the fea-fhore.

We burned with impatience to go and recon-

noitre
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noitre this land, which had exercifed our imagina-

tion fince the time of our departure from France j

this was the only part of the globe which had

efcaped the indefatigable activity of captain Cook,

and we are indebted, perhaps, to the melancholy

event which terminated his days, for the trifling

advantage of being the firft who landed there. It

had been proved to us, that 'the Kaftrikum had

never failed along the Tartarian coaft, and we flat-

tered ourfelves, that, in the courfe of this voyage,

we mould find new proofs of that truth.

The geographers who, on the report of father

des Anges, and from fome Japanefe charts, had

drawn the ftrait of Teflby, determined the li-

mits of JefTo, of the Company's Land, and alfo

of Staten I Hand, had disfigured the geography

of this part of Alia, in fuch a manner, that it

became abfolutely neceffary, in this refpecl, to

put an end to all the ancient difcuflions by in-

difputable fads*. The latitude of Bale de Ternai

* Almoft all the geographers have pointed out an ifland,

under the name of Jeco, Yeco, or Jeffo, to the north of

Japan, which they have feparated from Tartary, by a ftrait to

which they have given the name of Tejfoy. This error has

been perpetuated, and this imaginary ftrait appears, towards

the, 43d degree of north latitude, on all the old charts. Its

pretended exiftence may have had for its origin, the real ftrait

which divides Segalien Iiland from the continent, and which

William de Lille alfo named the Strait of' TeJ/oy, on a chart of

Afia, published in 1700.

—

(Fr. Ed.)
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was exactly the fame as that of Port Acqueis,
where the Dutch landed ; the reader, neverthelefs,

wij] find the defcription of it very different.

Five fmall creeks, fimiJar to the fides of a re-

gular polygon,^ form the outline of this roadftead;

thefe are feparated from each other by hills, which
are covered to the funp.roit with trees. Never
did France, in the fremeft fpring, offer gradations

of colour of fo vaned and ftrong a green ,- and
though, we had not feen, dnce we began to run

along the coaft, either a fingle fire or canoe, we
could not imagine that a country, fo near to China,

and which appeared fo fertile, mould oe entirely

uninhabited. Before our boats had landed, our
glades were turned towards the more, but we faw

only bears and flags, which pa fifed very quietly

along the fea fide. Every one's impatience to

land was increafed by this fight ; arms were gotten

ready with as much activity, as if we were about

to defend ourfelves againft an enemy ; and while

thefe difpofitiors were making, the failors, whq
were employed in fifhing, had, with their lines,

already caught ten or twelve cod-fifh. The
inhabitants of cities can with difficulty form a

conception of the fenfations experienced by fai-

lors, on the profpeft of a plentiful fifheryi Mi
provifion is the want of all men, and that even

which is leaf! favoury is far more wholefome

than the bill prefer ved fait meat. I gave in-

ftanc
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flant orders to lock up the fait provifion, and

to take care of it for lefs fortunate periods. I

caufed cafks to be prepared, in order to be filled

with frefh and limpid water, a rivulet of which

flowed into every creek ; and I fent into the mea-

dows to fearch for pot herbs, where an immenfe

quantity of fmall onions, forrel, and celery were

found. The fame plants which grow in our cli-

mates carpeted the whole foil, but they were

ftronger, and of a deeper green ; the greater part

were in flower. Rofes, red and yellow lilies,

lilies of the valley, and all our meadow flowers in

general, were . met with at every ftep. Pine

trees covered the tops of the mountains $ oaks

began only half way down, and diminifhed in

flrength and fize, in proportion as they came

nearer the fea j the banks of the rivers and rivu-

lets were bordered with willow, birch, and maple

trees, - and on the fkirts of the forefts we faw

apple and medlar trees in flower, with clumps of

hazle-nut trees, the fruit of which already made

its appearance. Our furprife was redoubled, when

we reflected on the population which overburdens

the extenfive empire of China, fo that the laws do

not punifh fathers barbarous enough to drown and

deftroy their children, and that this people, whofe

polity is fo highly boafted of, dares hot extend

itfelf beyond its wall, to draw its fubfiftence

from a land, the vegetation of which it would be

neceflary

If I
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necefiary rather to check than to encourage. At
every ftep we perceived traces of men, by the

deftru&ion they had made ; feveral trees, cut with

fharp-edged inftruments j the remains of ravages

by fire, were to be ken in feveral places, and we
obferved fome fheds, which had been erected by
hunters in a corner of the woods. We alfo found

fome fmall bafkets, made of the bark of birch

trees, fewed with thread, and fimilar to thofe of

the Canadian Indians ; rackets for walking on the

fnow i in a word, every thing induced us to think,

that the Tartars approach the borders of the fea in

the feafon for hunting and fifhing j that they

affemble in colonies at that period along the rivers,

and that the bulk of the nation live in the interior

of the country, on a foil perhaps better calculated

for the multiplication of their immenfe flocks and
herds.

At half paft fix o'clock, three boats from the

two frigates, filled with officers and pafiengers,

landed in Bears Creek, and at feven, they had

already fired feveral mufket-ihots at different wild

beafts, which very fpeedily puttied into the woods.

Three young fawns were the only victims of their

inexperience; the noify joy of thofe who had juft

landed, might well have made them gain the in-

acceffible woods, from which they were at no great

diftance. The meadows, fo delightful to the fight,

could fcarcely be eroded ; the thick grafs was three

or
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fo that we in a manner

found ourfelves buried in it, and in a total impof-

fibility of proceeding. We had, moreover, to.

dread being bitten by ferpents, a great number of

which had been feen on the banks of the rivu-

lets, though we had not yet experienced their ve-

nomous quality. We therefore found ourfelves

on this land, merely in a magnificent folitude.

The fandy flats upon the fhore were the only-

places eafy to walk on ; and every where elfe it

was only with incredible fatigue, that we could

pafs from one fpot to another. The paflion for

hunting, however, caufed M. de Langle, and fe-

veral other officers and naturalifts, to endeavour

to furmount it, but without any fuccefs ; and we

thought, that with extreme patience, and pro-

found filence, and by polling ourfelves in ambufh

in the paffes of the ftags and bears, marked by

their tracks, we might be able to obtain fome of

them. This plan was fixed for the next day ; it

was, however, fo difficult of execution, that we

feemed to have gone little lefs than ten thoufand

leagues by fea, only to be balked, in endeavour-

ing to hunt in the middle of a fwamp filled with

mofchetoes. On the 25th, in the evening, we

neverthelefs made the attempt, after having fpent

the whole day in vain; but every one having taken

poft at nine o'clock, and at ten, the time 10 which

we expected the bears, having feen nothing, we

weri
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were obliged in general to acknowledge, that fil-
ing was better fuited to us than hunting. We
were really far more fuccefsfu] in it. Each of
She five creeks, which form the outline of Baie
de Ternai, afforded a very convenient place for

hauling the feine, and had a rivulet, near which
we eftablifhed our kitchen ; the fifh had only one
leap to take from the fea-fliore into our kettles.

We caught cod-fifc, harp-fifh, trout, falmon, her-

rings, and plaice. Our mips companies had
abundance of them at every meal ; this fifh, and
the different herbs wjih which it was feafoned,

were, during the three days of Our flay, at leaft a

prefervative againft the attacks of the fcurvy; for

not one of our mips companies had at that time

perceived die leaft fymptom of it, notwithstanding

the cold and damp occafioned by alrnoft continual

fogs, the effe&s of which we had endeavoured to

obviate, by burning fires between decks, under the

failors hammocks, when the weather would not

permit us to carry them up.

It was in confequence of one of thefe ftming

parties, that we diicovered, on the bank of a rivu-

let, a Tartarian tomb, placed, at the fide of a fmall

houfe in ruins, and almoii buried in the grafs: we
were induced by our curiofity to open it, and we
law two perfons placed fide by fide in it. Their
heads were covered with an under cap of taffeta;

their bodies, wrapped up in a bear's (kin, had a.

girdle
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girdle of the fame, from which hung fome fmall

Chinele coins, and different copper trinkets. Blue

beads were fpread, and as it were fown in this

tomb ; we found there alfo ten or twelve kinds of

filver bracelets, of the weight often pennyweights

each, which we afterwards learned were pendants

for the ears ; an iron hatchet, a knife of the fame

metal, a wooden fpoon, a«comb, a fmall bag of

blue nankeen, full of rice. There was yet no

appearance of a ftate of decompofition, and the

age of this monument could not be ellimated at

more than a year ; the conftruclion of it feemed

to us inferior to that of the tombs of Port des

Fran^ais; it confided only of a fmall hut, formed

of trunks of trees, covered with the bark of the

birch tree; a fpace. was left between them, for the

purpofe of lowering into it the two ,dea& bodies.

We took great care to cover them up again, fcru-

puloufly replacing every thing, after having -only-

taken away a very fmall part of the different ar-

ticles contained in this tomb, for the purpofe of

verifying our difcovery. We could not entertain

a doubt, that the Tartarian hunters made frequent

landings in this bay ; a canoe, left very near this

monument, indicated to us, that they came thither

by fea, doubtlefs from the mouth of fome river,

which we had not yet perceived.

The Chinefe coins, the blue nankeen, the taf-

fetas, the under caps, prove, that thefe people haver

regular

.
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regular commercial dealings with the Chinefe, and

it is not improbable, that they may be alio fubjedls

of that empire.

The rice, enclofed in the fmall bag of blue nan-

keen, marks out a Chinefe cuftcm, founded oil

the opinion of a continuation of wants in the life

to come : in a word, the hatchet, knife, cloak of

bear's fkin, and comb/ are articles which have all

of them a marked refemblance to thofe ufed by

the American Indians ; and as thefe . people have

not perhaps ever had any communication with

each other, may it not be fairly conjectured, from

circumftances of fuch conformity, that men in the

fame degree of civilization, and under the fame

latitudes, adopt nearly the fame cuftcms, and that,

if they were precifely in the fame circumftances,

there would be no greater difference between

them, than between the wolves of Canada and

thofe of Europe ? .

The delightful fpectacle, which this part of Ealt

Tartary prefented to our view, contained nothing,

however, that was interefting to our botanifts' and

mineralogifts. The plants there are the fame as

thofe of France, neither was there a greater differ-

ence in the fubflances which compofe the foil of it*

Slates, quartz, jafper, violet porphyry, fmall cryftals,

and amygdaloid, compofed the fpecimens which the

beds of rivers afforded us, without our being able

to perceive the leafl trace of metals. Iron ore,

which
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which is pretty generally fpread over the whole

globe, appears only in a (late of oxyd, ferving as

the colouring matter of different ftones : fea and

land birds were alfo very rare ; we faw, however,

ravens, turtle doves, quails^ wag- tails, fwallows,

flycatchers, albatrofles, gulls, puffers, bitterns,

and wild ducks, but the view was not enlivened

by thofe innumerable flights of birds which are

met with in other uninhabited countries. At
Baie de Ternai they were folitary, and the molt

gloomy filence reigned in the interior of the woods.

Shells were equally rare ; we found upon the fand

only broken mufcle fhells, bernacles, fnails, and

purpuras.

At length, on the 27th in the morning, after

having depofited in the earth different medals, with

a bottle containing an infcription of the date of our

arrival, the wind having veered to the fouth, I fee

fail, and ran along the coaft at the diftance of two
thirds of a league, failing over a bottom of forty

fathoms, muddy fand, and near enough to diflin-

guifh the mouth of the fmaJiefl rivulet. In this

manner we made fifty leagues with the fineft wea-
ther that navigators could poffibly wifh for. On
the 29th, at eleven o' clock in the evening, the

wind having fhifted to the north, obliged me to

tack to the eaftward, and thus to gain an offincr j

We were then in 46 50' north latitude. We flood

in for the land again the next day. Though the

weather

:;:$:
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weather was very foggy ; the horizon having thre€

leagues of extent, we furveyed the fame coaft

which we hadfeen the evening before to the north-

ward, and which now bore weft of us. It was

much lower, more divided with hills, and at two

leagues from the more, we found only thirty fa-

thoms, rocky bottom. We remained upon this

kind of bank in a dead calm, and caught more than

eighty cocLfifh. A light breeze during the night,

enabled us to haul -off from it, and at day we again

faw the land, four leagues diilant ; it feemed to

extend only as far as north-north-weft, but the fog

concealed from us the points more to the north-

ward. We continued to run along very near the

coaft, the direction of which then was north by eaft.

On the firft of July, a thick fog having furrounded

us at fo fmall a diftance from the land, that we
heard the furf breaking upon the more, I made

the fignal to anchor, in thirty fathoms, bottom of

mud and broken fhells. Till the 4th the weather

was fo thick, that it was not poffibie to take any

bearings, or to fend our boats on more ; but we

caught upwards of eight hundred cod-Mm. I

ordered the furplus of our confumption to be faked

and put into barrels. The dredge alfo furnifhed us

with a great quantity of oyfters, the fneil of which

was fo fine, that it feemed very poftible they might

contain pearls, though we had only found two, half

formed. This circumftance renders th.Q account of

the
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the Jefuits Very probable, who inform us, that there

is a pearl fifhery at the mouth of feveral rivers of

Eaft Tartary : but it may be fuppofed, that this is

to the fouthward, at the places adjacent toCorea; for

more to the northward the country is too deftituteof

inhabitants, to be able to engage in fo considerable

a labour, fince after having run down two hundred

leagues of this coaft, very frequently within gun-

ihot, and always at a fhort diftance from the land,

we had feen neither houfes nor canoes, and when

we went on fhore, we only faw the tracks of fome

hunters, who did not feem to have fettled in thofe

places which we vifited.

On the 4th, at three o'clock in the morning,

there was a fine clear. We fet the land as far as
.

the north-eaft by north, and we faw upon our

beam, at the diftance of two miles from us, in the

weft- north- weft, a great bay, into which a river,

fifteen or twenty toifes in breadth, difcharged k-

felf. A boat from each frigate, under the Orders

of MefTrs. de Vaujuas and Darbaud, was manned
and armed for the purpofe of reconnoitring it.

MefTrs. de Monneron, la Martiniere, Rollin, Ber-

nizet, Collignon, Tabbe Monges, and le pere

Receveur, embarked in them. The landing was
eafy, and the water fhoaled gradually towards the

more. The afpeft of the country is nearly the

fame as that at Baie de Ternai, and, though three

degrees more to the northward, in the produdionsof
Vol. II. C c the
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the earth, and the fubftances of which it is com-

pofed, it differs very little from it.

The traces of the inhabitants were in this place

much frefher j branches cut from trees with a fharp

edged inftrument, the leaves of which flill re-

tained their verdure, were feen in many places.

Two elks ikins, very fkilfully ftretched upon

fmall pieces of wood, were left by the fide of a

fmall cabin, which was not capable of lodging a

family, but fufficient to ferve as a fhelter to two

or three hunters, and there might, perhaps, have

been a fmall number in it, whom fear might have

driven into the woods. M. de Vaujuas thought

proper to carry away one of thefe fkins, but he

left in exchange for it hatchets and other iron

inftruments, of a hundred fold the value of the

elk's ikin, which was fent me. This officer's re-

port, as well as that of the naturalifts, did not in-

fpire me with any defire to prolong my ftay in this

bay, to which I gave the name of Bate de Suffren.

CHAPTER XVIII.

We continue our Route to the Northward—Difcovery

ofa Peak to the Eaftward—We 'perceive that we

were Jailing in a Channel—We direel our Courje

towards the Coafi of Segalien IJland—Anchor at

Bale



ROUNb THt WORLD. 387

Bate de Langle—Manners and Cuftoms of the Ith-

habitants— Their Information determines us to con-

tinue our Route to the .Northward— We run along

the Coaft of the IJland—Put into Bate d'Eftaing—
Departure—JVefind) that the Channel between the

IJland and the Continent of
cTartdry is obftru5ted

hyfome Banks—Arrival at Bale de Caftries, upon

the Coaft of Tartary.

(july, 1787.)

T got under way from Baie de SufFren, with a iignt

breeze at north-eaft, by the affiftance of which

I hoped to gain a diftance from the coaft. Ac-

cording to our obfervations, this bay is fituate in

47 51' north latitude, and 137 25' eaft lon-

gitude. In the courfc of our departure we ufed the

dredge feveral times, and caught oyfters, to which

were attached poulettes, little bivalve fhell fifh,

which, in Europe, are very frequently met with

petrified, and analogous to which fome have of

late years been found on the coaft of Provence $

large whelks, many fea hedgehogs of the common
fpecies, a great quantity of ftar fiih and holothurise,

with very fmall pieces of beautiful coral. The

calm and fog compelled us to anchor in forty- four

fathoms, bottom of muddy fand, a league farther

from the more. We ftill continued to catch cod-

£fh, but this was a trifling indemnification for the

lofs of time, during which the feafon too rapidly

C c 2 palTed
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paffed away, considering the defire we had to ex-

plore this fea entirely. At length, on the 5th,

notwithstanding the fog, I fet fail, the breeze hav-

ing frefhened from the fouth-weft. In a clear

interval, which had continued about ten minutes,

we, from our- anchorage, had taken bearings of

eight or ten leagues of coaft, to the north-eaft

by north ; we could thus run without inconve-

nience feven or eight leagues north- eaft by eaft,

and founding every half hour, I fixed my courfe

to that point of the compafs, for we could not fee

more than the diftance of two mufket-ihots. In

this manner we failed till the approach of night,

in fifty fathoms water j the wind then changed to

the north-eaft, blowing very frefh, with a great

deal of rain. The barometer fell twenty-feven

inches fix lines. During the whole day of the 6th

of July, we ftruggled againft contrary winds.

Cur latitude, by obfervation, was in 48 north,

and our longitude 13 8° 20
/

eaft. At noon it

cleared up -, we fet fome tops of mountains which

extended to the northward, but a fog concealed

the lower part of the coaft from us, and we faw

no point, though we were but three leagues off.

The night following this day was extremely beau-

tiful ; by the light of the moon we ftiaped our

courfe parallel to the coaft. Its firft direction

was north-eaft, and afterwards north-north-eaft.

At day-break we ran along it 5 we flattered our-

felves,
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felvcs, that before night we fhould arrive in

the 50th degree of latitude, the term which

I had fixed for taking our departure from the

coaft of Tartary, and returning towards Jeflb and

Oku Jeflb, very certain, that if they did not exift,

we Ihould at leaft fall in with the Kuriles, in

flanding to the eaftward, but at eight o'clock in

the morning we made an ifland which appeared

cf great extent, and which, with Tartary, formed

an opening of 30 degrees. We did not diftin-

guifti any point of the ifland, and could only fee

the fummits, which extending as far as fouth-eaft,

indicated that we were already advanced fuffi-

ciently into the channel which divides it from the-

continent. At this moment our latitude was in

48 35', and that of the Aflrolabe, who had

run two leagues ahead, in 48 ° 40'. I thought at

firft that this was Segalien Ifland, the fouth part of

which had been placed by the geographers two

degrees too far to the northward; and I fuppofed>

that if 1 directed my courfe into the channel, I

fhould be compelled to follow it as far as its

termination into the fea of Okhotfk, on account of

the obftinacy of the foutherly winds which con-

stantly prevail in thefe feas during this feafon cf

the year. This fituation placed an infuperable

impediment to the defire I had to explore this fea

entirely, and after having drawn a very exacl: chart

of the coaft of Tartary, no more remained to be

C c 3 done
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done for effecting this plan^than to run along the

weft fide of the firfc iflands I might meet with, as

far as the 44th degree, in confequence, of which

I directed my courfe to the fouth-eaft.

The afpect of this land was very different from

that of Tartary ; there was nothing to be feen

but barren rocks, the cavities of which ftill pre-.

ferved the Snow, but we were at too great a dis-

tance to difcover the lower lands, which, like

thofe of the continent, might be covered with

trees and verdure. To the higheft of thefe moun-

tains, which terminates like a chimney, I gave the

name of Peak Lamanon
r
on account of its vol-

canic form, becaufe the naturalifl of this name

had made volcanic productions his particular

ftudy.

The Southerly winds obliged me to ply to wind-

ward with all fails fet, £>r the purpofe of weathering

the fouthern extremity of the new land, the end of

which we had not feen. It was only poffible for us

to take bearings of their fummits during a few mi-

nutes, being enveloped in a thick fog ; but we had

foundings three or four leagues from the coaft of

Tartary to the weftward, and in running to the

^afeward I put about whenever we had forty- eight

fathoms. I, did not know what diftance thefe

foundings placed us* from the newly discovered

jfland. In this uncertainty, however, on the 9th of

July, we obtained our observation of latitude with

4 a ho-
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a horizon of half a league. It gave us 48 15'.

The obftinacy of the foutherly winds did not change

during the days of the 9th and 10th, they were at-

tended with fo thick a fog, that we could fcarcely

fee the diftance of a mufket-fhot. We thus navi-

gated this channel in the dark, very certain, that

we had land to the fouth-fouth-eaft, eaft, and north,

as far as fouth-weft. The new reflections which

occurred to my mind, from this land bearing fouth-

fouth-eaft, ftrongly induced me to think, that we

were not in the channel of Segalien Ifland, to which

no geographer has ever afligned fo foutherly

a fituation, but rather to the weftward of the

land of Teffo, the eaftern part of which had in all

probability been coafted by the Dutch -, and as we

had failed very near the coaft of Tartary, we had,

without perceiving it, entered into the gulph which

is perhaps formed by the land of Jeffo and this part

of Afia. Nothing more remained for us but to de-

termine whether Jeffo be an ifland or a peninfula,

forming, with Chinefe Tartary, nearly the fame

figure as is formed by Ruffian Tartary and Kamtf-

chatka. I waited for a clear with the utmoft im-

patience, for the.purpofe of determining which way

to decide this queftion, and on the 1 ith at noon I

obtained one. It is in thefe foggy feas only, though

in fact but very leldom, that a horizon of vaft ex-

tent is feen j as if nature in fo,me v meafure wifhed

to compenfate by a few inftants of the moil: bril-

C c 4 liant
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liant clearnefs, for the profound and almofl perpetual
glooms which prevail over all thefe feas. At two
o'clock in the afternoon the curtain drew up, and
we took bearings of the land from the north by

' eaft, to the north by weft. The opening was not
more than 22 and a half, andfeveral perfons were
certain of having feen fummits which entirely en-
clofed it. This difference of opinions made me
very undecided as to the fteps I ought to take

;

great inconveniences might be the confequence of
running away large twenty jor thirty leagues to the
northward, if we actually perceived the bottom of
the gulph, becaufe the feafon was Hiding away, and
we could not flatter ourfelves, that we mould be
able to beat up thefe twenty leagues againft the
fouth wind in lefs than eight or ten days, fince we
had made but twelve leagues during the five days
that we had been plying to windward in this chan-
nel. On the other hand, the intent of our expe-
dition was incomplete, if we miffed the ftrait which
divides Jeffo from Tartary. I then determined,
that the beft way was to find a port, and endeavour
to procure ibme figns of the natives of the coun-
try. On the nth and 1 2th the weather was clear,

owing to the breeze being very ftrong, which
obliged us to reef our topfails. We approached
within lefs than a league of the coaft of the ifland,

it ran directly north and fouth. I was defirous to
find a bight where our fhips might be fheltered, but

this
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this coaft does not prefent the fmalleft inlet, and

the fea ran as high at half a league from the more

as in the offing ; thus, though our foundings only

varied from eighteen to thirty fathoms, over a very

level bottom of fand, in the fpace of fix leagues,

I was obliged to continue contending againft the

fouth wind with all fails fet.

The diftance I was from this coaft the firft

time I perceived it had led me into an error, but

on a nearer approach to it, I found it as woody as

that of Tartary. At length, on the 1 2th of July,

in the evening, the fouth breeze having died away,

I neared the land, and dropped anchor in fourteen

fathoms, mud and fand, two miles from a fmall

creek, into which flowed a river. M. de Langle,

who had come to an anchor an hour before me,

immediately came on board my fhip, he had al-

ready hoifted out his longboat and fmall boats,

and he propofed to me, to land before night, in

order to reconnoitre the land, and fee whether there

were any hope of drawing any information from the

inhabitants. By the affiftance of our glafles, we

perceived fome cabins, and two iflanders, who

appeared to be running away toward the woods.

I agreed to M. de Langle's propofal, and entreated

him to receive into his fuite M. Boutin and abbe

Mongesj and after the frigate was brought up,

the fails furled, and our boats hoifted out, I man-

ned my pinnace, commanded by M. de Clonard,

followed
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followed by Meflrs. Duche, Prcvoft, and Coffig-

nort, and I gave them orders to join M. de Langle>
who had already landed on the beach. The only
two fmall houfes on this bay they found abandoned,
but only a very fhort time fince, for the fire was
frill lighted

; none of the furniture had been taken
away ; there was alio a litter of young puppies,: the

eyes of which were r^)t yet opened, and the mother,
which they heard bark in the woods, led them to

fuppofe, that the proprietors of thefe cottages

were not far diftant. M. de La'ngle then depo-
sed hatchets, different iron tools, glafs beads, and
in general every thing which he imagined might
be ufeful and agreeable to thefe iflanders; per-
fuaded, that, after his re-embarking, the inhabitants

would return thither, and that our prefents would
convince them we were not enemies. He, at the

fame time, had the feine hauled, and at two cafts

of the net, caught more falmon than were fufficient

for the confutation of the mips companies for

more than a week. At the moment he was about
to return on board, he faw feven men land on the

more from a canoe, who did not feem in any de-
gree frightened at our numbers. They run their

little boat aground upon the fand, and fat down
upon mats, in the middle of our failors, with an
air of fecurity, which gave a ftrong prepoffeffion

in their favour. In this number were two old

men with long white beards, clothed with a fluff

made
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made of the barks of trees, nearly refembling

the cloths of Madagafcar. Two of thefe fcven.

iflanders had dreffes "of blue nankeen quilting, and

the form of their drefs differed but little from that

of the Chinefe : others only wore a long robe,

which was altogether clofed by means of a girdle,

and a few fmall buttons, which exempted them

from wearing a pair of drawers. Their head was

naked, and among two or three of them bound

round limply with a bandeau of bear's fkin.

They had the crown of their head and faces

fhaved : all the hair behind was of the length of

ten or twelve inches, but cut in a different manner

from the, Chinefe, who leave only a round tuft,

which they call pntfec. They all had boots, made

of feal fkin, with a foot after the .Chinefe ftyle,

very fkilfully manufactured. Their arms were

bows, pikes, and arrows tipt with iron. The

oldeft of thefe iflanders, to whom the others paid

the greateft refpect, had very weak eyes, and wore

round his head a fhade, to guard him from the

effects of the too great brightnefs of the fun. The

manners of thefe inhabitants were folemn, noble,

and very ftriking. M. de Langle prefented them

with the furplus of what he had brought with

him, and gave them to understand by figns, that

he was obliged, by the coming on of night, to re-

turn on board, but that he was very defirous of

finding them there again the next day, in order to

make

n

V
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make them new prefents; they in their turn made
figns, that they flept in the vicinity, and that
they would be very punctual in giving them the
meeting.

We generally fuppofed, that they were the pro-
prietors of a warehoufe of fifh, which we had met
with upon the bank of the fmall river, and which
was erected upon flakes, at four or five feet above
the level of the land. M. de Langle, in vifiting

it, mewed equal refpect to it as to the abandoned
cabins ; he found in it, dried and fmoked falmon
and herrings, with veflels rilled with oil, as well as

falmon fkins as thin as parchment. This maga-
zine was evidently too confiderable for the fab-
fiftence of one family, and he judged, that thefc

people made a traffick of thefe different articles

:

it was near eleven o'clock at night before the
boats returned on board, and the report which I

received greatly excited my curiofity. I waited
for day with the utmeft impatience, and before fun-
rife was on more with the longboat and barge.

The iflanders arrived in the creek very (hortly

afterwards
j they came from the north, where we

had imagined their village was fituate : they
were foon followed by a fecond canoe, and we
counted twenty-one inhabitants. In this number
were the proprietors of the cabins, in whom the
effects left by M. de Langle had inspired con-
fidence i but not a finglg woman, and we had

reafb-n
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reafon to fuppofe, that they were very jealous of

them. We heard dogs bark in the woods : in all

probability, thefe animals remained with the wo-

men. Our hunters were defirous to penetrate

thither; but the iflanders made us the mod pref-

fing remonftrances, to deter us from bending our

Heps towards the place from which thefe bark-

ings came; and difpofed as I then was, to afk

them the moft important queftions, and defirous

to infpire them with confidence, I gave orders not

to contradict them in any thing.

M. de Langle, accompanied by moft of his

principal officers, arrived on more very foon after

me, and before the commencement of our conver-

sion with the iflanders ; it was preceded by all

kinds of prelents. They feemed to fet a value

only on things which were ufeful : iron and fluffs

prevailed over every thing ; they underftood metals

as well as we did, and preferred filver to copper,

copper to iron, &c. They were very poor ; three

or four only having pendent earrings of filver, or-

namented with blue glafs beads, exactly fimilar to

thofe I found in the tomb at Baie de Ternai, and

which I had taken for bracelets. Their other little

ornaments were of copper, like thofe of the fame

tomb. Their pipes, and their fleels to ftrike

fire with, feemed of Chinefe or Japanefe manu-

facture; the former were of queen's metal fkilfully

worked. Pointing with the hand to the weft,

they
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they gave us to underftand, that the blue nankeen
with which they were clothed, the beads, and the
fteels came from the country of the Mantchou
Tartars, and they pronounced this name exactly in

the fame manner as we did. Afterwards, obferving

that each of us held a pencil and paper in our hand,

m order to make a vocabulary of their language,

they guefled our intention ; they anticipated our
queltions, prefenting of their own accord the dif-

ferent objects, adding the name of the country, and
had the politenefs to repeat it four or five times,

till they were certain we had perfe&ly acquired

their pronunciation. The eafe with which they

had gueffed our meaning induced me to fuppofe,

that the art of writing was -known to them ; and

one of thefe iflanders, as will be immediately feen*

fketched us a draught of the country, and held the

pencil in the fame manner as the Chinefe hold

theirs. They appeared to wiih very much for our

hatchets and (luffs, and were not even afraid ofafking

for them ; but they were as fcrupulous as we were,

never to take any thing that had not been actually

given them. It was evident their ideas of theft

were perfectly confonant to ours, and I fhould

have had no apprehenfion in entrufling them to

guard our effects. Their-attention in this refped ex-

tended lb far as not even to pick up from the more
a fmgle one of the falmon which we had caught, *

though they were fcattered there in thoufands, for

our
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our fidiery had been as fuccefsful as that of the

over-night j we were under the necefiity of repeat-

edly preffing them to take as many of them as

they chofe.

We were at length fuccefsful in. making them

comprehend, that we wifhed them to defcribe their

country, and that of the Mantchous. One of the

old men then rofe up, and with the end of his ftaff

Sketched the coaft of Tartary to the weft, running

nearly north and fouth. To the eaft, oppofite, and in

the fame direction, he reprefented his own ifland, and

placing his hand upon his breaft, he gave us to un~

derftand, that he had juft then iketched his own
country : he had left a ftrait between his ifland

and Tartary, and turning towards our fhips, which

were vifible from the fliore, he marked by a touch

of a pencil that they might pafs into it. To the

fouth of this ifland he reprefented another, and left

a ftrait at the fame time, fignifying that there

was ftill a courfe for our fhips. His fagacity in

gueffing our queftions was very great, but lefs fo

than that of another iflander, about thirty years off

age, who, feeing that the figures fketched on the

fand were effaced, took fome paper and one of
our pencils, on which he fketched his own ifland,

which he named Tchoka, and by a ftroke of the pen-

cil defignated the little riverupon the banks of which,

we then were, which he placed at two-thirds of the

length of the ifland from north to fouth. He af-

terwards
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terwards made a draught of the Mantchou land
leaving, as the old man had done, a ftrait at the
bottom of the bight, and to our great furprife he
added to it the river Segalien, which thefe iflanders
pronounced the fame as we did, he placed the
mouth of this river a little to the fouthward of the
north point of his ifland, and by touches of the pen-
cil to the number of feven, he marked how many
days were neceflTary for a canoe to go from the
place where we were to the mouth of Segalien
River

i but as the canoes of thefe people new go
farther than a piftol-fhot from the land, following
the windings of the little creeks, we may prefume,.
that in a right line they make little more than nine
leagues a day

; becaufe the coaft allows them to
land every where, of which they avail themfelves
for the purpofe ofcooking their victuals and taking
their meals, and in all probability they very often
fleep on more. Thus we eftimated our diftance
from the extremity of the iOmd at fixty-three
leagues at the moil. This fame iflander repeated
what had previouOy been told to us, that they pro-
cured nankeens and other articles ofcommerce by
their communication with the people who inhabit
the banks of Segalien River, and he equally marked,
by flrokes of a pencil, how many days it required
for a canoe to fail up this river as far as the places
where they carried on their traffick. All the other
iflanders were w itneflcs to this conversion, and by

their



Round the world. 401
their geftures gave their approbation to the dif-

courfe of their countrymen. It was afterwards our
wifh to know whether this ftrait were very broad j

we endeavoured to make him underftand our idea;

he quickly apprehended it, and placing his two hands
parallel and perpendicularly at two or three inches
from each other, he gave us to underftand, that he
thus exprefled the breadth of the little river where
we took in our frelh water ; he then removed
them farther, indicating that this ftcond breadth
Was that of the river Segalien, and placing them at
a ftlll greater diftance, he marked the breadth of
the ftrait which divides Tartary from his coun-
try. We wiflied to know the depth of the water s

we took him to the tdgQ of the river, from which
we were only ten paces diftant, and we plunged thQ
end of a pike into it 5 he feemed to underftand our
meaning, and placing one hand five' or fix inches
above the other, we fuppofed that he thus figni-

fied to us the depth of the river Segalien, and af-

terwards he extended his arms to the utmoft, to
cxprefs the depth of the ftrait. It/now only re-
mained to us to afcertain whether he meant the
abfolute or relative depths, for on the 6rft fuppo-
fition, this ftrait would have been only the
depth of a fingle fathom, and this people, whofe
canoes had never approached our ,fhips, might
think that three or four feet of water were fufficient

for us, as three or four inches were for their canoes ;

Vol. II. Dd bur
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but on this point it was impoflible to obtain any

farther elucidation. M. de Langle and I thought,

that at all events it was of the greateft importance

to difcover, whether the ifland we had run alonô
were that to which the geographers have given the

name of Segalien Ifland, without fufpe&ing the ex-

tent of it to the fouth. I gave orders, that the two

frigates mould be held in readinefs for failing the

next day. The bay in which we lay at anchor, re-

ceived the name of Bale di Langle, from the name

of the captain, who difcovered and firft landed on

its ihore.

We appropriated the remainder of the day to

vifiting the country, and the people who inhabit it.

We have not, fmce our departure from France,

met with any which more excited our curiofity

and admiration. We knew, that the moft nu-

merous nations, and perhaps thofe who were the

earliefl civilized, inhabit the countries which bor-

der on thefe iflands ; but it does not appear, that

they have ever conquered them,becaufe there were

no temptations for their cupidity -, and it was very

contrary to our ideas, to find among a people of

hunters and fifhermen, who do not cultivate any

products of the earth, and who have no flocks,

manners in general more grave and gentle, and

an intellect perhaps more extenfive, than among

any nation of. Europe. The knowledge of the

beft informed clafs of Europeans certainly renders

them

,','i.
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in all points very fuperior to thofe twenty

-

them

one iflanders with whom we communicated at

Baie de Langle ; but among the people of thefe

iflands knowledge is much moreextenfivelyfpread,

than it is among the lower claffes of the peo-

ple of Europe ; all the individuals there feem
to have received the fame education. Contrary

to that ftupid aHonim-rent of the Indians of
Portdes Franfais, the attention of the inhabitants

Of Baie de Langle was attracted by our arts and

our manufactures ; they turned the fluffs over and
over, they talked of them among themfelves, and

endeavoured to difcover by what means they had

been fabricated. They are acquainted with the

weaver's (hut tie ; 2 brought thence a loom,

with which they make linens exactly fimilar to

ours, but the thread of it is made of the bark of

the willow tree, which is very common in their

ifland, and which feemed to me to differ but little

from that of France. Though they do not cul-

tivate the earth, they turn its fpontaneous produce

to their own advantage with the greateft fkill.

We found in their cabins a great many roots of a

fpecies of lily, which our botanifts knew to be the

yellow lily, or Jaranna of Kamtfchatka. They
dry them for their winter's provifion. They had
alfo a great deal of garlick and angelica roots

which plants are found in the fkirtsof the woods*

We were not able, from our fhort ftay, to dif-

D d a cover
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cover whether thefe^ inlanders have a form ofgo-

vernment,, and on this point we can therefore

only hazard conjectures, but it is very evident, that

they have great refpect for the old men, and that

their manners are very mi-Id, and certainly if they

were fhepherds, and had numerous flocks, I could

not form a different idea of the manners and

cuftoms of the patriarchs. They are, in general,

well made, of a ilrong constitution, very agreeable

countenance, and bearded in a remarkable man-

ner : their ftature is low ; I did not perceive any

of them to be above Eve feet Eve inches, and fe-

veral of them were k(s than five feet. They gave

permiffion to our painters to draw their pictures,

but the requeft of M. Rollin, our furgeon, who

was defirous to take the meafure of the different

dimenfions of their ~ bodies, they conftantly re-

fufed -, they perhaps imagined that it was a ma-

gical operation, for it is known by travellers, that

this idea of magic is very extensively prevalent in

China and Tartary, and that feveral mimonaries

have there been brought before the tribunals,

accufed of being magicians, for having laid their

hands on the children when they baptifed them..

This refufal, and their obEinacy in hiding and

removing their women from us, are the only re-

proaches we have to lay to their charge. We are

very certain, that the inhabitants of this ifiand form

a well regulated fociety, but (o very poor, that

for
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for a long time to come, they will have nothing to

fear either from the ambition of conquerors, or

the avarice ofmerchants ; a little oil and dried fifh

are very trifling articles of exportation. We could

only purchafe two marten's fkins 3 we faw the fkins

of bears and feals parcelled out, and cut into

clothes, but very few in number * the peltries of

thefe illands would be of very trifling importance

to commerce. We found rounded pieces of

coal upon the more; but not a fingle fpecimen

which contained gold, iron, or copper. I am led
'

to believe, that there is not any iron or copper-

mine in their mountains. The whole of the filver

trinkets of thefe twenty-one iflanders did not

weigh two ounces, and a medal, with a filver

chain, which I put round the neck of an old man,

who appeared to be the chiefof this troop, feemed,

in their eyes, to be of ineftimable value. Each of

thefe inhabitants wore a Urge ring on their thumb,

which was made of ivory, horn, or lead. They
fuffer their nails to grow in the fame manner as

the Chinefedo; they falute like them, and it is

well known, that this falute confifts of kneeling and
proftrating themfelves on the earth j their man-
ner of fitting down on their mats is the fame, and,

like them, they tat with little flicks. Ifthey have a

common origin with the Tartars and Chinefe, their

feparation from thefe nations muft be of very

E d 3 ancient



406 la per o use's voyage

ancient date, for they have no refemblance to them

in perfon and little in manners.

The Chinefe, whom we had on board, did not

underftand a fingle word of the language of thefe

jflanders, but they perfeclly comprehended that of

two Mantchou Tartars, who a fortnight or three

weeks before had paffed from the continent to this

ifland, for the purpofe perhaps of making fome

purchafeof fifh.

We only met with them in the afternoon. They

converfed readily with one of our Chinefe, who
perfeclly well underftood the Tartar j they gave

him exaclly the fame details of the geography

of the country, altering only the names, becaufe

that in all probability each language has peculiarly

its own. The garments of thefe Tartars were of

grey nankeen, fimilar to thofe of the coolies or

ftreet porters of Macao. Their hat is made of

bark, and pointed; uhey had the tuft of hair or pentfec

in the manner of the Chinefe ; their manners and

countenance were by no means fo agreeable as thofe

of the people of the ifland, They faid that they

lived eight days journey up Segalien River, All

thefe reports, Joined to what we had feen on the

coaft of Tartary, along which our (hips had run

fo near, inclined us to think, that tjie fea-fhores of

that part ofAfia are fcarcely inhabited from the 42d

degree, or the limits ofCorea, as far as Segalien River,

that mountains which are perhaps inacceffible fe-

parate
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parate this maritime country from the reft of Tar -

tary, and that it is only to be approached by fea?

and by failing up fome of the rivers, although We

had not perceived any of them of confiderable fize*.

The cabins of thefe iflanders are built with fkill

;

every precaution is taken againft the cold in them;

they are of wood, covered with the bark of birch

trees, furmounted by a timber-work covered with

dry ftraw, and arranged like the thatch ofour pea-

fants houfes ; the door is very low, and placed in

the gable end -, the hearth is in the middle, under

an opening in the roof, which gives vent to the

i'moke ; little banks or floors, raifed eight or ten

inches, encompafs it all round, and the infide is

flreWed with mats. The cabin which I have juft

defcribed, is fituate in the middle of a thicket of

rofe trees, about a hundred paces from the fea-

fhore ; thefe fhrubs were in flower, and exhaled a

moll delicious odour ; but they could not over-

come the flench of the fifli and oil, which would

have prevailed overall the perfumes ofArabia. We
wifhed to know whether the agreeable fenfations of

fmell be, like thofe of tafte, dependent on cuftom.

I gave to one of the old men ofwhom I have fpoken

* Thefe iflanders have never given us to underftand, that

they carried on any commerce with the coaft of Tartary,

certainly known by them, -for they delineated it, but only

with the people who dwell at the diitance of eight days jour*

&ey up the river Segalien.

Dd 4 a bottle.
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a bottle, filled with very fweet fcented water ; he
brought it to his nofe, and ihewed the fame difgufl

at this water as we felt at his oil. The pipe was
never out of their mouth; their tobacco was in great

leaves, and of a very excellent quality ; 1 .under-

flood that they procured it from Tartary -

y but

they clearly explained to us, that their pipes came
from the iiland to the fouth, doubtlefs Japan. Our
example could not perfuade them to take fnuff,

and it would have been rendering them a very ill

fervice, to accuftom them to a new want. I was
very much furprifed at hearing in the'.r language,

a vocabulary of which will be found at the end of

chapter XXI, the word Jhip for a fhip, two, tree,

for the numbers two and three. Ought not rhefe

Englifh exprefiions to be admitted as proof, that a

few words which are fimilar, in different languages,

are not fufficient to indicate a common origin ?

On the 14th of July, at day break, I made the

fignal for getting under way y the wind was foutherly

and the weather hazy, which foon changed to a very

thick fog. Till die 19th we had not the fmalleft

clear. J fhaped my courfe north-weft towards the

coaft of Tartary , and when, according to our rec-

koning, we were in the place from which we dis-

covered Peak Lamanon, we hauled the wind

under an eafy fail, plied to windward in the chan-

nel, waiting the end of this gloomy atmofphere,

which in my opinion cannot be compared with

that
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that of any other fea. The fog difappeared

for an inftant. On the 1 9th, in the morning, we
faw the land of the ifknd from north- eaft by north
as far as eaft-fouth-eaft

i but it was mil fo en-*

veloped in vapours, that it was not poffibie for us
to difcover any of the points which we had kt the

preceding days. I ftood on to approach it, buf
we foon loit fight of it; however, we continued
to run along it by the lead, till two o'clock in the

afternoon, when we dropped anchor to the weft-

ward of a very fine bay, in twenty fathoms, gra-
velly bottom, and two miles from the fhore. Ac
four o'clock the fog difperfed, and we took bear-
ings of the -land aftern of us to the north by eaft.

This bay, the belt in which we had anchored fines

our departure from Manilla, I named Bale d'Ef-
taing; it is fituated in 48 £9' north latitude, and
140 32' eaft longitude. M four o'clock in the

afternoon, our boats landed there, at the foot of
ten or twelve cabins, placed without any order*
at a confiderable diftance from each other, and
about a hundred paces from the fea- fhore. They
were rather larger than thofe I have already

defcribed
; the fame materials were ufed in their

conftruclion, but they were divided into two
rooms

:
the inner one contained all the fmall ar-

ticles of the furniture of the family, the hearth,
and the bank which encompaffed it round about

;

but the outer was entirely empty, and feemed fee

2 apart
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apart to receive vifits in, (hangers, in all proba^

bility, not being admitted into the prefence of the

women. Some of our officers met with two of

them, who had fled, and hidden themfelves in the

grafs. When our canoes landed in the creek, the

women, terrified, fet up loud fhrieks, as if they

were afraid of being devoured; they were, how-

ever, under the guard of an iflander, who brought

them back to their houfes, and feerned defirous to

recover them from their fright. M. Blondela had

time to draw fketches of them, and his drawing

reprefents their countenance very exaclly; it is

rather extraordinary, but tolerably agreeable; their

eyes are fmall, their lips large; the upper one

painted blue, or tatooed, for it was not poffible to

be certain which: their legs were naked; along

linen fhift enfolded them, and as they had bathed

themfelves in the dew of the grafs, this garment,

flicking clofe to their bodies, gave an opportunity

to our artift to draw their figures at full length,

which were not very elegant; their hair hung lank

and uncurled, and the upper part of the head was

not fhaved, but that of the men was.

M. de Langle, who landed firft, found the

iflanders afTembled round four canoes, laden with

fmoked fifh; his crew affifted to launch them into

the water; and he learned, that the twenty-four

men, who formed the crews of the canoes, were

Mar.tchous, and that they were come from the

banks
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banks of Segalien River to pufchafe this fifh.

He had a long converfation with them, throu gh

the medium of our Chinefe, to whom they gave

the befl reception. They faid, like our former

geographers at Baie de Langle, that the land which

we were coafling along was an ifland, to which they

alfo gave the fame name, and added, that we were

iliil five days fail of a canoe from its extremity,

but that with a fair wind, it would be poiiible to

run that diftance in two days, and fleep every

Eight afhore : every thing, alfb, which had been

told us at Baie de Langle, was confirmed in this

new bay, but exprefTed far lefs intelligibly by the

Chinefe, who ferved us as interpreter. M. de Langle

alfo met in a corner of the ifland with a kind of

circus, planted with fifteen or twenty (takes, each

furmounted with the head of a bears the bones of

thefe animals were fcattered in the parts adjoining,

As thefe people never ufe fire-arms, but combat

the bears in clofe fight, their arrows being only ca-

pable of wounding them, the circus appeared to

us intended to perpetuate the memory of their

exploits ; and the twenty bears heads expofed to

view might retrace the victories they had ob-

tained during ten years, to judge of them by the

Hate of decomposition in which the greater part

of them were found. The fubftances and pro-

ductions of the foil of Baie d'Eftaing, fcarcely dif-

fer from tfeofe of Baie de Langle ; falmon was alfo

as
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as common there, and every cabin had its {lore-

houfe; we difcovered, that thefe people threw

away the head, tail, and backbone, and that they

dry and fmoke the reft of this fifh, to be fold to

the Mantchous, preferving only the fmell, which,

infects their houfes, their furniture, their drefles,

and even the grafs which furrounds their villages.

Our boats at length departed, at eight o'clock in

the evening, after having loaded the Tartars and

iflanders with prefents ; they returned to the mips

at three quarters paft eight, and I gave orders to

prepare for failing the next day.

On the 20th the day was very fine ; we made

excellent obfervations of latitude, and of the dis-

tance of fun and moon, from which we corrected

our reckoning for the lad fix days, from our de-

parture from Baie de Langle, fituate in 47 49' north

latitude, and 140 29' eaft longitude, which longi-

tude only differs 3' from that of Baie d'Eftaing.

The direction of the weft coaft of this iiland, from

the parallel of 47° 3$', m which we perceived Bale

de Langle, as far as the 5 2d degree, being di-

rectly north and fouth, we ran along at a fhort

league's diftance, and at feven o'clock in the

evening, a thick fog having furrounded us, we

came to an anchor in thirty-feven fathoms, bot-

tom of mud and fmall flint ftones. The coaft

was fteeper and more mountainous than on the

foutli fide-. We few neither fire nor habitation,

and
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and as the night came on, we fent no boat on more

;

but for the firft time fince we had quitted Tartar/

we caught eight or ten cod-mn, which feemed

to indicate the proximity of the continent, of which

we had loft fight in the 49th degree of latitude.

Being obliged to follow one of the coafts, { gave

the preference to that of the ifland, for the pur-

pofe of making fure of the flrait, if there really

were one to the eaftward, which required the

ftricteft attention, on account of the fogs, which

left us only very Ihort intervals of clear weather;

therefore I hugged the more, and never kept at a

greater diftance from it than two leagues, from
Baie de Langle to the end of the channel. My con-

jectures on the proximity of the coaft of Tartary

were fo well founded, that as foon as our horizon

became
7
a little more extenfive, we had a perfect

view of it. In 50 degrees the channel began to

grow narrower, and was no more than twelve or

thirteen leagues in width.

On the 2 2d, in the evening, J came to an an-

chor in thirty-feven fathoms, muddy bottom, about

a league from the land. I was then abreaft of a
fmall river, three leagues to the northward of
which we faw a very remarkable peak ; its bafe

is upon the fea-fhore, and its fummit, from what-
ever fide it is feen, preferves the mod regular

form j it is covered with verdure and trees, even
to the fummit 5 I gave it the name of Peak la

Martiniefe,
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Martinterey becaufe it affords a fine field for bo^

tanical refearches, which the learned perfon of this

name makes his principal ftudy.

As I had not feen any habitation in running

along the coaft of the ifland from d'Eftaing Bay,

I wifhed much to clear up my doubts on

this fubject. Accordingly, I armed four boats

of the two frigates, under the command ofM. de

Clonard, and I gave him orders to go and recon-

noitre the creek, into which flowed the fmall river

the channel of which we faw. He came back

at eight o'clock in the evening, and to my utter

aftonifhment brought all his boats full of falmon,

though the crews had neither lines nor nets with

them. This officer reported to me, that he had

landed at the mouth of a little rivulet, the breadth of

which did not exceed four toifes, nor the depth a foot;

that he found it fo completely filled with falmon,

that the bed cfit was covered all over with them,

and that the failors, with blows of their flicks, had

killed twelve hundred in an hour; befide this he

had met with nothing but two or , three deferted

huts, which he fuppofed to have been erected by

the Mantchou Tartars, who, according to their

cuftom, had come hither from the continent to

traffic in the fputh of this ifland. The vegetation

was dill more vigorous, and the trees of a larger

dimenfion than in the bays we had before vifited

;

celery and crefles grew in abundance on the banks

of



R»OUND THE WORLD. 41$

of this river ; it was the firft time fince our de-

parture from Manilla, that we had met with the

latter plant. It would have been eafy to gather fe-

veral facks full of juniper berries, but we gave the

preference to herbs and fifties. Our botanifts made

an ample collection of pretty fcarce plants, and our

mineralogitts brought away a great many cryftals

of fpar, and other curious (tones, but they neither

met with marcafites nor pyrites, nor in fhort any

thing which indicated the exiftence of mines. Fir

trees and willows were very numerous indeed, much
more fo than the oak, the maple, the birch, and

medlar trees, and if other navigators had landed

on the banks of this river a month afterwards,

they might there have gathered great quantities of

goofeberries, ftrawberries, and rafpberries, which

were at this time in flower.

Whilft the crews of cur boats made this plenti-

ful harveft on more, we on board caught a great

many cod-fim, and this anchorage, in a few hours,

furniftied us with frefh provifion for a week. I named
this river Ruiffaue du Saumon, and at day-break I

got under fail. I continued to run along very near

to this ifland, which had no termination to the north-

ward, though every promontory that I faw gave

me hopes of it. On the 23d we obferved in 50
54' north latitude, and we had fcarcely ever changed

our longitude from Baie de Langle. In this latitude

we took the bearings of a very fine bay, the only
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one fince our running along this ifiand which

affords a fafe fhelter to fhips againft the winds of
the channel. A few habitations appeared here and

there upon the fhore, near a ravine, which indicated

the bed ofa river rather more confiderable than thofe

which we had already fcm. I did not deem it proper

to reconnoitre more particularly this bay, which I

named the Baie de la Jonquiere, I however failed

acrofs it. At a league from the more the foundings

were thirty-five fathoms, over a muddy bottom ; but

I was in fuch hafte, and the clear weather occurred

fo feldom, and was fo valuable to us, that I thought

it my duty to avail myfelf of it in getting to the

northward. Since we had attained the 50th degree

of north latitude, I had returned entirely to my firft

opinion. I could no longer entertain a doubt, that

the ifiand we had run along from the 47 th degree, and

which according to the information of the natives

might extend much more to the fouthward, wag

Segalien Ifiand, the fouthern point ofwhich has been

fixed by the Ruffians in 54% and which, in a north

and fouth direction, forms one of the longeft iflands

in the world. Thus the pretended ftrait of Teffby

could be only that which divides Segalien Ifiand

from Tartary, nearly in the 5 2d degree. I was too

far advanced not to wifh to reconnoitre this ftrait,

and to know if it be navigable. I began to be afraid

it was not, becaufe we fhoaled our water very fan:

vn, Handing to the northward, and the land of

Segaliec



&0UND THE WORLD. 417

Segaiien Ifland were no more than fwamps alrrioft

level with the water like fand banks.

On the 23d, in the evening, I came to an an-

chor in twenty-four fathoms, muddy bottom, at

three leagues from the land. Two leagues more
to the eaft I had found the lame foundings three

miles from the fhore, and from fun-fet till the

moment when we let go the anchor, I had made
two leagues towards the weft, perpendicularly to

the direction of that coaft, for the purpofe of

difcovering, if, by increafing our diftance from

Segaiien Ifland, we ihould deepen our water, but

it was conftantly the fame depth, and I began to

fufpecl: that the flope was from fouth to north,

taking the length of the channel nearly fimilar

to a river, the water of which diminifhes as you
advance towards its fouree.

On the 24th, at day-break, we got under fail,

having fixed our courfe north-weft. The water

fhoaled to eighteen fathoms in three hours ; 1

fteered weft, and we carried with us exa&ly the fame
depth. 1 then determined to traverfe this chan-

nel twice, eaft and weft, in" order to be affured if

there was not deeper water, and alfo to find the

channel of this ftrait, if there was one. This plan

Was the only reafonable one in the circumftances

we were in, for the water decreafed fo rapidly,

when we directed our courfe to the northward,

that at every league the bottom rofe three fathoms j

VoL
- n« e q thus,
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thus, in fuppofmg a gradual decreafe of depth, we
were no more than fix leagues from the bottom of

the gulph, and we did not perceive any current.

This ftagnation of the water feemed to be a proof

that there was no channel, and was a very certain

caufe of the perfect equality of the flope. In the

evening of the 26th, we came to an anchor on the

coaft ofTartary, and the next day at noon, the fog

having difperfed, J refolded to run to the north-

north-eaft, towards the middle of the channel, in

order to complete the clearing up of this geogra-

phical point, which coft us fo many fatigues. In

this manner we failed in fight of the two coafts j

in this place, as I expected, the depth decreafed

three fathoms a league, and after having made four

leagues, we let go the anchor in nine fathoms,

fandy bottom. The winds had fo conftantly fet-

tled at fouth, that for near a month they had not

varied 20 ; and in thus running before the wind,

towards the bottom of this gulf, we expofed our-

felves to the rife of being embayed in fuch a man-

ner, as to be obliged perhaps to wait the change of

the monfoon, in order to get out of it. But this

was by no means the greater!; inconvenience ; that

of not being able to keep our anchorage, with as

roughafeaas thofe of the coails of Europe where

there is no fhelter, was ofmuch greater importance.

Thefe foutherly winds, the root of which, if I

may fo 'exprefs it, is in the Chinefe feas, reach,

1 withou:
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without any interruption, as far as the gtilph of
Segalien Ifland; they there violently agitate the

fea, and prevail in this place more ftedfaftly than

the trade winds between the tropics. We had
advanced fo far, that I much wifhed to reach, or at

lead fee the termination of this (trait • unfortu-

nately the weather became very unfettled, and the

fea ran higher and higher j we neverthelefs hoifted

out our boats, in order to found around us. M.
Boutin had orders to go towards the fouth-eaftj

and M. de Vaujuas was charged with founding

to the northward, with an exprefs prohibition

from expofing themfelves in any manner fo as to

render their return on board doubtful. This
operation, was not to be trufted but to officers of

extreme prudence, beeaufe the fea running higher,

and the wind increafing, might compel us to get

under way, in order to fave our mips. I theri

gave orders to thefe officers not to rife, on any
pretence whatever, either the fafety of our mips in

Waiting for the boats, or their own, if circum-

Itances mould be fo imperious, as to compel us to

fetfail.

My orders were executed with the greateft pre-

dion. M. Boutin returned foon afterwards. Mi
de Vaujuas made a league to the northward, and

found no more than fix fathoms ; he got as far as

the (late of the fea and weather permitted him to

E e 2 founds
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found*, He fet off at feven o'clock in the even-

ing, and did not return till midnight; the fea

already ran high, and not having been able to

forget the misfortune we had experienced at Port

des Franfajs, I began to entertain the moft dread-

ful uneafmefs. His return feemed to me a com-

penfation for the very bad fituation in which our

fhips then were, for at day-break we were under

the neceffity of getting under way. The fea ran fo

high, that we were more than four hours in heav-

ing up the anchor 3 the meffenger and the purchafe

fnappedj the capftan was broken, an accident

by which three men were grievoufly wounded j

we were compelled to carry all the fail that the

malls could bear, though it blew extremely hard.

Happily, fome flight variations from fouth to fouth-

fouth-weit and to fouth-foum-eaft were favourable

to us, and we made five leagues in twenty- fovir

hours,

* It is very probable,- that the ftrait of Segalien has for-

merly been navigable, but every thing leads to the belief, that

it will foon be dry, fo that the iiland of Segalien will become

a peninfula. This change will take place, either by the im-

menfe quantities of earth brought down by the river Segalien^

the length of the courfc of which is more than five hundred

leagues, and which receives other confiderable rivers that flow

into it, or on account of the fituation of its mouth, in the nar-

rower! part of a long channel, a portion very favourable for

the land's paining upon the fea.

—

(Fr. Ed.)

On
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On the 28th, in the evening, the fog being dif-

perfed, we found ourfelves on the coaft of Tar-

tary, at the opening of a bay, which feemed very

deep, and offered a fafe and convenient anchorage.

"We were in abfolute want of wood, and ear flock

of water was very much diminifhed; I determined,

therefore, to put in here, and I made a fignal to

the Aflrolabe to found ahead. We came to an

anchor at the north point of this bay, at five o'clock

in the evening, in eleven fathoms, muddy bottom.

M de Langle having immediately hoifted out his

boat, reported to me, that it offered the moft ex-

cellent fiielter pofTible, behind four iflands, which

defended it from the wind from the offing,. He
had landed at a village of Tartars, where he was

very kindly received -, he there difcovered a water-

ing place, where the moft limpid water might fail

in cafcades into our longboats, and thefe iflands,

the good anchorage of which could not be far-

ther diftant than three cables lengths, were covered

with woods. From the report of M. de Langle,

I gave orders to prepare for anchoring in the

bottom of the bay at day-break, and at eight

o'clock in the morning we brought up in fix

fathoms, over a muddy bottom. This bay was

earned Bale de Cajiries.

Eej
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C H A PT'ER XIX.

Proceedings at Bale de Caftries —Description of thk

Bay, and of a Tartarian Village— Manners and

Cufioms of the Inhabitants—Their Refpetl for

"Tombs and Property—-The extreme Confidence with

which they infpired us-^-Their Tendemefs for their

Children—Their Union among themfehes—Four

Foreign Canoes come into this Bay— Geographical

Details given us by their Crezvs—PrcducJicns of

Baie de Cafiries— Its Shells, Quadrupeds, Birds

\

Stones, Plants.

(jULT, AUGUST, IjSj.)

?-puz known impoffibility of failing out to the;

northward of Segalien I (land opened to us a

new fcene of events: it was very doubtful,, whether

we could arrive at Kamtfchatka this year.

Baie de Caftries, in which we had juft come to

an anchor, is fituate at the bottom of a gulph,

two hundred leagues diftant from the ftrait of

Sangaar, the only pafl^ge by which we could with

certainty get out of the japanefe feas. The
ibutherly winds were more fteady, more conftant,

more obftinate, than in the feas of China, whence

they originate ; becaufe, being fhut in between

two coafts, their greater!: variation was only two

points to the eaitward or weitward; and even

with
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with a very light breeze, the fea ran fo high, as to

put us in apprehenfion for our mails j and be-

fides, our fhips were not fuch good failers, as to

leave us the hope of gaining two hundred leagues

to windward, before the end of the fine feafon, in

fo narrow a channel, where aimed continual fogs

rendered the plying to windward extremely diffi-

cult. The only part, however, left for us to take,

was to attempt it, or elfe to wait for the north

monfoon, which might be retarded as late as

November. I did not fuffer this lad idea to dwell

a moment in my mind; on the contrary, I deemed

it neceffary to redouble our activity, by endea-

vouring, in the fhorteft poffible time, to provide

for our neceffities of wood and water ; and I fig-

nified that our Hay would only be five days. As

foon as we were moored, particular duties were

affigned to the boats and longboats of the two

frigates, by M. de Langle and myfelf, which were

to be invariable during our flay. The longboat

was to get in our water, the barge our wood ; the

fmall boats were allotted to Meffrs.Blondela, Belle-

garde, Mouton, Bernizet, and Prevofl, junior,

who had orders to take a furvey of the bay ; our

yawls, which drew little water, were appropriated

to the falmon fifhery, in a fmall river which was

full of falmon j finally, our pinnaces ferved M. de

Langle and me, to go and fuperintend our different-

labours, and to tranfport us, with the naturalifts, to

E e 4- the:
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the Tartarian village, into the different iflands,

and to all the points in general, which appeared

capable of being obferved. The firft and moft

important operation was the verification of the

motion of our time-pieces : and our fails were
fcarceiy furled, when Meflrs. Dagelet, Laurifton,

and Darbaud had fixed their inflruments upon an

ifland, fituate at a very fhort diftance from our

ihips, to which I gave the name of IJle de VOb-

Jervatoire. It alfo ferved to furnifh our carpenters

with timber, of which we were almoft entirely

deftitute. A graduated pole was fixed in the

water, at the foot of the obfervatory, in order to

afcertain the rife of the tide. The quadrant and

pendulum fwinging feconds were arranged with a

degree of activity deferving better fuccefs. The
aftronomical labours followed without any inter-

ruption. The fhort flay I had announced did

not permit us to take a moment's reft. The
morning and afternoon were fet apart for corre-

fpondent altitudes, the night for the altitude of the

liars. The comparifon of the motion of our

time-pieces was already begun: that numbered

19 left us in very little uncertainty, becaufe its

refults, compared with thofe of the obfervations

of diflance between the fun and moon, were al-

ways the fame, or at leafl had not deviated beyond

the limits of error to which thefe kind of inftru-

ments are liable. It was not the fame with

N° 1 %,
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N* 18, which was on board the Aftrolabe; its

going had been very irregular, and M. de Langle,

as well as M. Laurifton, were not able to affign

to it, with the leaft certainty, any daily rate of

going. The unfkilfulnefs of a carpenter nearly

deftroyed all our hopes; he cut down a tree, near

the aftronomical tent, which in falling broke the

glafs of the quadrant, deranged the pendulum of

comparifon, and rendered the labours of the pre-

ceding days nearly nugatory. Our anchorage, ac-

cording to the average of thefe obfervations, was

in 51 29' north latitude, and 139 41/ eaft longi-

tude, according to number 19, calculating its

daily lofs at twelve feconds, as had before been

verified at Cavite. The time of high water, at

the new and full moon, was calculated to be at
*

ten o'clock ; its greateft rife, at the fame periods,

five feet eight inches ; and the current ran at lead

at the rate of half a knot. The aftronomers,

compelled by this accident to confine themfelves.

to obfervations of curiofity during the laft two
days, accompanied us in all our expeditions. Of
all the bays we had vifited on the coaft of Tartar/,

that of de Caftries was the only one which de-

fended the denomination : it enfures a (Belter to

Slips againft bad weather, and it would be very

poffible to pafs the winter in it. The bottom of

it is mud, and fhoals gradually from twelve fa-

thoms to five in approaching the coaft, which is

furrounded
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furrounded by a fiat, three cables lengths from the

more ; fo that when the tide is low, it is very dif-

ficult to land there, even in a boat; there are,

befides, vail beds of fea-weed*, among which there

is only two or three feet of water, which oppofe an

invincible refiftance to all the efforts of the boats.

crews.

There is not any fea mere abounding in dif-

ferent fpecies of fuci3 and our fincft meadows are

not more green, or better covered with vegetation.

A very large bight on the fide where the Tartar

village flood, and which we at firft fuppofed deep

enough to receive our fhips, becaufe it was high

water when we came to an anchor at the bottom of

the bay, two hours afterwards appeared to us only

an extenfive meadow of marine plants ; we faw

the falmon leap there, as they came out of a rivulet,

the waters of which lofe themfelves among thefe

weeds, where we took more than two thoufand of

them in a day.

The inhabitants, whofe moil certain and abun-

dant fubfrftence is this fifh, witneffed the fuccefs of

our fifhery without the fmalleft uneafinefs, doubt-

lefs becaufe they were allured, that the quantity of

fifh is inexhauftible. The next day after our ar-

* Thefe fea weeds or fuci are precifely the fame as thofe

which are ufed at Marfeilles, for packing up cafes of oil or li-

quor ; it is the goemon,/»«v 'vefaclojiis, or common fea-wrack.

rival
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rival in the bay, we landed at the foot of the vil-

lage ; the prefents made by M. de Langle, who

had preceded us, had procured us friends there.

There is not in any part of the world a tribe of

better men to be found. The chiefs or oldeft man,

came to receive us on the beach, accompanied by

fome others of the inhabitants. In faluting us he

proflrated himfelf to the earth, after the manner of

the Ghinefe, and afterwards conducted us to his

cabin, where were his wife, his. daughters-in-law, his

children, and grandchildren. He caufed a neat

mat to be fpread, upon which he invited us to fit

down, and a fmall grain, with which we were

unacquainted, was put with fome falmon into a

copper upon the fire, in order to be offered to us.

This grain is the food which they efteem the molt

delicious, and they gave us to understand, that it

came from the Mantchou country ; they exclu-

fively appropriate this name to the people, who

live feven or eight day's journey off, at the head of

the river Segalien, and who immediately commu-
nicate with the Chinefe. They by figns made us

underftand, that they were themfelves of the nation

of the Orotchys, and mewing us the four .ftrange

canoes, which we had the fame day feen arrive in,

the bay, they called the crews of them Bitchys;

they fignified to us, that thefe laft dwell further to

the fouth, but perhaps at a fhorter diftance than

[even or eight leagues ; for thefe nations, like thofe

of
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of Canada, change their name and language at
every large village. Thefe Grangers, of whom I
ihall fpeak more in detail in the fequel of this

chapter, had lighted a fire upon the fand at the

edge of the fea near the village of the Qrotchys,

where they cooked their fifh and grain in an iron

kettle, fufpended on a hook of the fame metal, from
a triangle formed by three pieces of wood tied to-

' gether. They were come from the river Segalien,

and brought back into their country grain and
nankeens, which in all probability they had received

in exchange for oil, dried fifh, and perhaps fome
elk and bears Ikins, which, with fquirrels and dogs,

were the only quadrupeds the fpoils of which we
law.

This village of the Orotchys was compofed of
four cabins, built in afolid manner, with the trunks

of fir trees at their full length, neatly cut at the an-

gles ; a frame of tolerable workmanfhip fupported

the roof, formed of the bark of trees. A wooden
bench, like that of the cabins ofSegalien Ifland, en-

compaifed the apartment round about; and the

hearth was in the fame way placed in the middle,

under an opening large enough to give vent to the

fmoke. We had reafon to think, that thefe four

houfes belonged to four different families, who live

together in the greateft harmony and moft perfect

confidence. One of thefe families we faw take its

departure on a voyage of fome length, for it did

not
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not return during the five days that we pafTed in

this bay. The proprietors put fome planks before

the doors of their houfe, to prevent the dogs from

entering them, and in this ftate left it full of their

effects. We were foon fo perfectly well convinced

of the inviolable fidelity of thefe people, and their

almofl religious refpett for property, that we left

our facks full of fluffs, beads, iron tools, and

in general every thing we ufed as articles of barter,

in the middle of their cabins, and under no other

feal of fecurity than their own probity, without

a fingle inflance of their abufing our extreme con-

fidence ; and on our departure from this bay, we

firmly entertained the opinion, that they did not

even fufpe£t the exiftence of fuch a crime as theft.

Every cabin was furrounded with a drying place

for falmon, which remain upon pples, expofed to

the heat of the fun, after having been during three

or four days fmoked round the fire, which is in

the middle of their cabin ; the women, who are

charged with this operation, take care, as foon as

the fmoke has penetrated them, to carry them into

the open air, where they acquire the hardnefs of

wood.

They carried on their fifhery in the fame river

with us, with lines or fpears, and we faw them, with

a difgufting avidity, eat raw the fnout, the gills,

the fmall bones, and fometimes the entire fkin of

the ialmon, which they {trip off with infinite dex-

5 teritv j
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tcrity ; they fucked up the mucilage of thefe partsj

as we fwallow an oyfter. The greateft part of the

fifhi except when the fimery has been very abun-

dant, arrive at their houfes ftript j the women then^

with the fame avidity, fearch for the whole fifhes,

and in a manner equally difgufcing devour the mu-
cilaginous parts of them, which they feem to think

the moft exquifite food. It was at Baie de Caftries*

that we learned the life of the circle of lead or bone,

which thefe people, as well as thofe of Segalien

Ifland, wear like a ring on the thumb; it ferves

them as a guard in cutting and (tripping the fal-

mon with a fharp edged knife, which they all carry,

hung to their girdle.

.
Their village was built upon a tongue of low

marfhy land, and which appeared to us to be un-

inhabitable during the winter; but on the oppofite

fide of the gulf, on a more elevated fituation, and

expofed to the fouth, there was, at the entrance of

a wood, another village, confifdng of eight cabins,

much larger and better built than the f rft. Above

this, and at a very fmall diftance, we viiited three

yourts, or fubterraneous houfes, perfectly fimilar

to thofe of the Kamtfchadales, defcribed in the

third volume of captain Cook's lad voyage ; they

were extenfive enough to contain the inhabitants

of the eight cabins during the rigour of the cold

feafon ; befides, on fome of the fkirts of this vil-

which were larger

and

lage were feen fcveral tombs.
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and better built than the houfes ; each of them en-

clofed three, four, or five biers, ofaneatwork-

manfhip, ornamented with Chinefe fluffs, fome

pieces of which were brocade. Bows, arrows,

lines, and, in general, the moft valuable articles of

thefe people, were fufpended in the interior of

thefe monuments, the wooden door of which was

clofed by a bar, fupported at its extremities by two

props.

Their houfes, like the tombs, were filled with

effects, nothing which they ufe having been taken

away ; dreiTes, fkins, fnow fhoes, bows, arrows,

pikes, had all remained in the deferted village, in

which they never live but in the winter feafon -, the

fummer they paffed on the other fide of the gulph,

where they then were, and from which they faw

us enter into their cabins, defcend even into the,

infide of the tombs, without ever having accom-

panied us, and without teftifying the leafl fear of

feeing their moveables carried away, which they,

at the fame time, were fenfible had considerably

excited our defires, as we had already made feveral

exchanges with them. Our boats companies, as

well as the officers, were feelingly alive to fa

linking a mark of confidence ; and contempt and

dishonour would have covered the man with fhame

and difgrace who had been bafe enough to commit

the moft trifling theft.

It was evident, that we had only vifited the Orot-

ehys

!

,.i;



432 ^a perouse's voyage

chys in their country houfes, where they gather iri

their harveft of falmon, which, like the corn in

Europe, forms the bafis of their fubfiftence* I faw

fo few elks fkins among them, that I am inclined

to think the chafe is not very productive there.

As a fmall part of their food, I alfo reckon fome

roots of yellow lily, or offaranne, which the wo-

men pluck up on the fkirtof the woods, and. dry

round their hearth.

It might have been fuppofedi from fo great a

number of tombs, for we found fome in all the

iflands and creeks, that they indicated fome recent

epidemical diforder which had ravaged thefe coun-

tries, and reduced the prefent generation to a very

fmall number of men ; but I am induced to be-

lieve, that the different families compofing this

nation were difperfed in the neighbouring bays,

fifhing and drying falmon, and that they only col-

lected together in the winter j they then carried

thither their provifion of fifh, in order to fubfift

on it till the return of the fun. The more probable

fuppofition is, that the religious refpect of thefe

people for the tombs of their ancestors, induces

them to maintain and repair them, and thus per-

haps to delay, for feveral ages, the inevitable

effect of the hand of Time. I did not perceive any

external difference between the inhabitants : the

fanne cannot be faid of thofe who are dead, whofe

afhes repofe in a ftyle of greater or lefs magnifi-

cence,
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Cence, according to their wealth ; it is probable

enough, that the labour of a long life would

fcarcely be fufficient to defray the expence of one

of thefe fumptuous maufoleaj which are never-

thelefs only entitled to a relative magnificence, and

of which a very falfe idea mud be formed, if the

comparifon extended to the monuments of more

civilized people. The bodies of the pooreft in-

habitants are expofed in the open air, on a bier

placed upon a ftage, fupported by flakes four feet

high, but all of them have their bows, their

arrows, nets, and fome pieces of Huffs near their

monuments, and, in all probability, it would be a

facrilege to take them av/ay.

It would feeem as if thefe people, as well as

thofe of Segalien* Ifland, did not acknowledge

any chief, and were fubjedt to no regular form of

government. The mildnefs of their manners,

their refpecl: for old age, might with them take
-

away all the inconveniences of anarchy. We
were never witneffes of the flighteft quarrel. Their

reciprocal affection, their tendernefs for their chiU

dren, afforded to us a moft interefting fpeclacle

;

but our fenfes were difgufted with the fetid fmell

* Segalien Ifland is one of thofe, the name of which has

had the greateft number of variations among geographers ;

upon the ancient charts it is found under the following names

:

Sahalien, Ula-hata, the Black River, Sagbalien, Anga-bata,

Amur, Amour, &c—-(Tr. Ed.)

Vol. II. F f of
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of the falmoiv with which not only the houfes buff

the parts adjacent were infected. The bones of
them were fcattered, and the blood fpread round

the hearth; greedy dogs, though gentle and fami-

liar enough, licked and devoured the remainder^

The naftinefs and flench of this people are dif-

gufting. There is not perhaps anywhere a race of

people more feebly conftitutcd, or whofe features

are more different from thofe forms to which we
attach the idea of beauty; their middle flature is

below four feet ten inches, their bodies are lank,

their voices thin and feeble, like that of children j

they have high cheek bones, fmall blear eyes/

placed diagonally ; a large mouth, flat nofe, fhort

chin, almoft beardlefs, and an olive-coloured fkin,

varnilhed with oil and fmoke. They fuffer their

hair to grow, and tie it up nearly the fame as we

do; that of the women falls loofe about their

fhoulders, and the portrait which I have juft drawn

agrees equally well with their countenances as

thofe of the men. from whom it would be difficult;

to diftinguifh them, were it not for a flight dif-

ference in the drefs,, and a bare neck ; they are

not, however, fubje&ed to any labour,, which might,

like the American Indians, change the elegance

of their features, if nature had furnifhed them with

this advantage. Their whole cares are limited

to the cutting and fewing their clothes, difpofing of

their fifh to be dried, and taking care of their

ehildrea,
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children, to whom they give the breaft till they

are three or four years of age. I was very much

furprifed at feeing one of this age, who, after hav-

ing bent a fmall bow, fhot an arrow with tolerable

exa&nefs, and given a dog feveral blows with a

flick, threw himfelf on his mother's bofom, and

there took the fituation of a child of five or fix

months old, who was afleep on her knee.

This fex feemed to enjoy no fmall degree of

confideration among them. They never con-

cluded any bargain with us, without firft confult-

ing their wives j the pendent filver ear-rings, and

copper trinkets, are peculiarly referved for their

wives and daughters. The men and little boys

are clothed with a waiftcoat of nankeen, or

the fkin of a dog or a fifh, cut in the fhape

of a waggoner's frock. If it reach below the

knee, they wear no drawers : if it do not, they

wear fome in the Chinefe ftyle, which fall as

low as the calf of the leg. All of them have

boots of Teal's fkin, but they keep them for

the winter ; and they at all times, and of every

age, even at the breaft, wear a leather girdle, to

which are attached a knife in a fbeath, a fteel to

ftrike a light with, a pipe, and a fmall bag to con*

tain tobacco.

The drefs of the women is fomewhai different

;

they are wrapped up in a large nankeen robe, or

falmop's fkin, which they have the art of perfectly

F f Or tanning
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tanning, and rendering extremely fupple. This
drefs reaches as low as the ankle-bone, and is

fometimes bordered with a fringe of fmall copper

ornaments, which make a noife fimilar to that of

..fmall bells. Thofe falmon, the fkins of which ferve

forclothing, arenever caughtin fummer, and weigh

thirty or forty pounds. Thofe, which, in the month
ofJuly, we hadjuft taken, were only three or four

pounds weight 5 but this difadvantage was amply

compenfated by their number, and the delicacy of
their flavour : we all were of opinion, that we had

never eaten better. It is impofiible for us to fpeak

of the religion of this people, not having ken
either temples or priefls, but fome rudely carved

figures, perhaps idols, fu-fpended from the ceiling

of their cabins : they reprefented children, arms*

hands> legs, and very much refembled the ex-voto

of feveral of our country chapels. It might be

poffible, that thefe images, v/hich we had perhaps

falfely taken for idols, ferved only to call to their

remembrance a child devoured by bears, or fome
hunter wounded by thofe animals ; there is, how-
ever, but little probability, that a people of fuch

weak conftitutions mould be exempt from fuperfti-

tion. We fometimes fufpecled, that they took us for

forcerersj they anfwered our different queftions with

vifible uneafinefs, trtough with great politenefs

;

and when -we (ketched characters on paper, they

feerntd to take the motion of die hand which was

writing
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writing for figns of magic, and refufed to anfwer

what we afked them, by giving us to underftand,

that it was evil. It was only by the greater!

patience and difficulty, that M. Lavaux, fur-

geon of the Aftrolabe, attained the formation of

the vocabulary of the Orotchys and the Bitchys,

In this refpeft, our prefents could not vanquifh.
.

their prejudices; they even received them with

repugnance, and frequently refufed them with ob^

ftinacy. I imagined I could perceive, that they

were perhaps defirous of more delicacy in the

manner of offering them j and to try if this fuf-

picion were well founded, I fat down in one of

their houfes, and after having drawn towards me

two little children, of three or four years old, and

made them fome trifling careffes, I gave them a

piece of rofe-coloured nankeen, which I had

brought in my pocket. The moil lively fatisfac-

tion was vifibly teilified in the countenances of the

whole family, and 1 am certain they would have

refufed this prefent, had it been dire&iy. offered

to themfelves. The hufband went out of his ca*-

bin, and foon afterwards returning with his moft

beautiful dog, he entreated me to accept of it : I

refufed it, at the fame time endeavouring to make

him understand, that it was more ufeful to him than

to me ; but he infilled, and perceiving that it was

withouc fuccefs, he caufed the two children, who

had received the nankeen, to approach, and placing

F f 3
' ftf$
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their little hands on the back of the dog, he gave
me to underftand, that I ought not to refufe his

children. The delicacy of fuch manners, cannot

exift but among a very polimed people. It feems

to me, that the civilization of a nation, which has

neither flocks nor husbandry, cannot go beyond it.

It is neceffary to obferve, that dogs are their moft
valuable property ; they yoke them to fmall and
very light Hedges, extremely well made, and ex-

actly fimilar to thofe of the Kamtfchadales. Thefe
dogs, of the fpecies ofwolf dogs, and very ilrong,

though of a middle fize, are extremely docile, and
very gentle, and feem to have imbibed the cha-

rade r of their mailers, whilft thofe of Port des

Fravfais, which are of the fame fpecies, but much
lefs, were favage and ferocious. A dog of this port*

which we had taken and preferved on board dur-

ing feveral months, rolled himfelf in the blood

when we killed a beaft or a fheep, ran at the

fowls like a fox, and had more the inclinations of a

wolf than thofe of a domeftic dog. He fell into

the fea, in a heayy roll, during the night ; perhaps

pufhed overboard by fome failor, whom he had

robbed of his allowance.

The ftrangers, whofe four canoes were afhorq

before the village, had excited our curiofity, a$

well as their country of the Bitchys, to the fouth-

wardofBaiede Caftries. We exercifed all our

(kill in queftioning them as to the geography of

theij*
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*heir country ; we fketched on paper the coaft of

Tartary, Segalien River, the ifland of that name,

which they alfo call Tchoka, oppofite to the fame

coaft, and we left a paffage between them.

They took the pencil from our hands, and by a

touch of it joined the ifland to the continent \
then

afterwards pufhing their canoe upon the fand,

they gave us to underftand, that, after having de-

parted from the river, they had thus pufhed their

canoe upon the bank of fand which joins the

iQand to the continent, and which they had juft

Iketched; then plucking up from the bottom of

she fea, the weed with which I have already faid

the bottom of this gulph was filled, they placed it

upon the more, to fignify that there was alfo this

fea-weed on the bank which they had traverfed.

This account given by thefe ftrangers, who had

gone from the river Segalien, and which was fo

conformable to the refult of what we had feen

fmce we were flopped in only fix fathoms, left us

no doubt. To be able to reconcile this recital

with that of the people of Baie de Langk, it k

fufficient, that at high water there remain at fome

points of the bank openings with three or four

feet of water, a quantity more than fufficient for

their canoes. As this was, however, a very in-

terefting queftion, and had never been imme-

diately refolved before me, I went on fhore the

*ie*t day, and we had a converfation by figns, the

F f 4 fefufc
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refult of which was the fame. At length M. ck
Langle and I charged M. Lavaux, who had a
peculiar quicknefs in expreffing and underftand-
ing foreign languages, to make frefh inquiries.

He found the Bitchys invariable in their report,

and I then gave up the defign I had formed offend-
ing my longboat as far as the bottom of the gulph,
which might not be at a greater diftance from Baie
de Caftries than ten or twelve leagues. Befides,

that this plan would be attended with very great
inconveniences , the fmalleft breeze from the
fouthward made a very high fea in the bottom of
this channel, fo that a veflel that is not decked
runs a rifk of being filled by the waves, which very
often break as on a bar; befides the obfcinacy of
the feutheriy winds, and continual fogs, rendered
the period of the longboat's return very uncertain,

and we had not a moment to lofe ; therefore, in-

ftead of fending the longboat to clear up a geo-
graphical point, upon which there could no
longer remain any doubt, I propofed to redouble

our aftivity, for the purpofe of at length getting

out of this guiph, in which we had failed during
three months, which we had explored aJmoft en-
tirely as far as the bottom, traverfed feveral times

in every direction, and continually founded, as

much for our own Mety as not to leave any thing

to geographers to wifh for. The lead alone could

be our guide in the midft of the fogs in which

.
I we



ROUND THE WORLD. 44I

we had fo long been enveloped; they had not,

however, wearied out our patience, and we did

not leave a fingle point on the two coafts without

taking its bearings. There now only remained

pne interesting point more for us to clear up, that

of the fouthern extremity of Segalien Ifland, which

we had only reconnoitred as far as Baie de Langle,

in 47 49', and I confefs that I fhould, in all

likelihood, have left this care to others, if it had

been poffible to fail out of this (trait, becaufe the

feafon was advancing, and I was not infenfible of

the extreme difficulty of working two hundred

leagues to windward in fo narrow a channel full

of fogs, and where the foutherly winds had never

varied but two points towards the eaft or well.

I was, in fact, aware, from the narrative of the

Kaftricum, that the Dutch had met with north-

erly winds in the month of Auguft; but it muft

be obferved at the fame time, that they failed on

the eaft fide of their pretended Jefifo j that we, on

the contrary, were ingulphed between two lands,

the extremities of which lay in the monfoon feas,

and that this monfoon prevails over the coafts of

China and Corea till the month of October.

It feemed to us, that nothing could change the

winds from the firft impulfe which they received ;

thefe reflections made me more anxious to haften

our departure, and I had irrevocably fixed the pe-

riod of it at the 2d of Auguft. The time which till

then
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then remained was employed in reconnoitring

fome part of the bay, as well as the different iflands

of which it is formed. Our naturalifts made ex-

curfions over all the points of the coafts which they

fuppofed might prove Satisfactory to their curiofity.

M. de Lamanon himfelf, who had laboured under

a long ficknefs, and whofe convalefcence was very

flow, wiftied much to accompany us j the lavas and

other volcanic matters, of which he learned thefe

iflands were formed, did not fuflfer him to reflect

on his feeblenefs. He, as well as the abbe Mon-

ger and father Receveur, difcovered, that the

greateft part of the fubftances of the vicinity of the

bay, and the iflands which form the entrance of it,

%vere of red lava, compact or porous, grey bafaltes,

tabular or in nodules, and trapps, which feemed

not to have been attacked by the fire, but which

had furnifhed the matter of the lavas and bafaltes

which had been melted in this furnace j among

thefe volcanic matters, the eruption ofwhich was fup-

pofed to be very ancient, were found feveral crys-

tallizations. They were not able to difcover the

craters of the volcanoes i it would have required

2. flay of feveral weeks to ftudy and fellow the

traces which might lead to them.

M. de la Martiniere, with his ufual activity,

yifited the ravines and courfes of rivers, to fearch

on the banks for new plants; but he found only

the fame fpecies, and lefs numerous, which he had
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met with in Baies de Ternai and de Suffren. The
vegetation was nearly in the fame (late in which
it is feen in the vicinity of Paris, about the middle
ofMay : the flrawberries and ra-fpberries were ftill

in flower; the goofeberries began to turn red;

and celery, as well as crefTes, were very fcarce.

Our conchologifts were more fortunate; they

found foliated oyfters extremely fine, of a vinous

and black colour, but flicking fo faft to the rock,

it required a great deal of fkill to get them ofFj

their leaves were fo thin, that it was with difficulty

we could preferve them entire; we alfo took
with the dredge fome whelks of a beautiful colour,

pectines, fmall common mufcles, as well as differ-

ent kinds of the kima cockle.

Our hunters killed feveral water hens, fome
wild ducks, cormorants, guillemots, black and
white wag-tails, a fmall fly-catcher, of an azure
blue colour, hitherto undefcribed ; but all thefe
fpecies were very fcarce. The nature of all living

beings in thefe almoh; conflantly frozen climates
appears to be in a ftate of torpidity. Cormorants
and gulls, which, under a more happy climate, are
united in fociety, in this place lead a folitary life

on the tops of rocks. A fad and gloomy folitude
feems to prevail over the whole fea-ihore, and
the woods, which refound only to the'croaking of
ravens, (ervc as a retreat to the white-headed
fagle, and other birds of prey. The martin, and
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the fand martin, are the only birds that feem to be

in their proper country j nefts and flights of them

are (cen in all the rocks on the fea-fhore. I am

of opinion, that the chimney fwallow and fand

martin are the birds moft generally fpread over

the whole globe, having met with one or other

fpecies of them in every country where I have

landed,

Though I did not caufe a well to be funk here,

I am of opinion, that to a certain depth the earth

remains frozen during the fummer, becaufe the

water of our watering-place was never more than

a degree and a half above the freezing point, and

the temperature of the fireams, examined by a

thermometer, never exceeded four degrees ; the

mercury, however, conftantly kept at fifteen de-

grees, though in the open air. This temporary

heat does not penetrate far, it only quickens vege-

tation, which is completed in lefs than three

months, and, in a very fhort time, it calls forth an

infinite multitude of flies, mofchetoes, gnats, and

other troublefome. in feels.

The natives cultivate no plants ; they feem,

however, to be very fond of vegetable fubflances j

the grain of the Mantchous, which is very fnnilar to

fmall fhelled millet, is one of their dainties. They

carefully collect the different wiid roots, which

they dry for their winter provifion j amongft others,

the bulbous root of the yellow lily, or faranne.

Their
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Their induftry and natural conflitution being very

inferior to the inhabitants of Segalien Ifland, they

have not like thefe laft the ufe of the fhuttle, and

are only clothed in the commoneft kind of Chi-

nefe fluffs, and the fpoils of fome land animals, or

feals. One of thefe laft we killed with a flick ;

our gardener, M. Colligqon, found it afleep on

the fea-fhore, and it was in no refpcct different

from thofe of Hudfon's Bay, and the coaft of

Labradore. This rencontre was followed by an

accident very unfortunate to him ; a mower of

rain having furprifed him in the woods while he

was fowing fome European feeds there, he wifhed

to make a fire in order to dry himfelf, and very

imprudently made ufe of gun -powder to light it

;

the fire was communicated to his powder-horn

from the powder he held in his hand ; the explo-

fion broke the bone of his thumb, and fo dread-

fully wounded him, that he was entirely indebted

to the fkill of M. Rollin, our furgeon, for the

prefervation of his arm. I fhall here take the

opportunity of faying, that M. Rollin, in dividing

his cares among the whole crew, was particularly

attentive to thofe who feemed to enjoy the beft

health. He had obferved among feveral the

fymptoms of fcurvy, indicated by the fwelling of
their gums and legs, which made their appearance

on more ; they would have given way to a flay of a

fortnight, but we could not fpare that time at Baie

de
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de Caftries ; we flattered ourfelves, that fweet*

wort, infufion of fpruce, and of Peruvian bark,

mixed with their drink, would diffipate thefe

flight fymptoms, and allow us to defer refrefhing

our crews on fhore till we had a better oppor-

tunity.

CHAPTER XX.

Departure from Bate de Caftries—Difcovery of the

Strait which divides Jejfo from Oku-Jeffo*—Stay

at Baie deCrillon, upon the Point of thelfandTchoka

or Segalien—-Account of the Inhabitants, and their

Village—We crofs the Strait, and examine all the

Lands difcovered by the Dutch on board the Kaf-

* The hydrographical charts prefent us with almoft all the

names of the ancient navigators adapted to fome of their dif-

coveries. Thefe denominations, which modefty rejeas, have

doubtlefs taken place at the folicitation of the fhip's com-

panies or principal officers ; but la Peroufe, ftill more modeft,

has omitted this cuftom. There is no danger of his name fal-

ling into oblivion, it being too clofely attached to the terref-

trial globe.by his difcoveries and misfortunes. Obliged ne-

verthelefs, in order to avoid all equivocation, t change the

imme of the ftrait which he difcovered between J effo and

Oku-Jeffo, I think I cannot fill up the place in a manner more

conformable to the national opinion, than by naming it The

Jirait of la Pironfe.—(Fr, Ed.)

tricum
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trkum—Staten IJland—Uries Strait—Company's

Land—lfland of the Four Brothers—Mareckan
lJland—JVe pafs through the Kurile JJIands, and

Jhape our Courfe for Kamtfchatka.

(AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, IjSj.)

QN the ad of Auguft, as I had previoufly an-

nounced, we failed with a light breeze at weft,

which only prevailed at the bottom of the bay.

We met with foutherly winds at a league from
the fhore of Cloftercam Point, they were at firft

very moderate, with clear weather 5 we plied to

windward with tolerable fuccefs, our ftretches

being favourable to my defigns. I more par-

ticularly endeavoured to reconnoitre the fmall pare

of the coaft of Tartary, of which we had loft fight

from the 49th to the 50th degree, becaufe we had

flood in very clofe to Segalien Ifland. I there-

fore, on our return, ran along the coaft of the con-

tinent, as far as the point of our laft bearings, in

fight of Peak Lamanon. On the 6th, the weather,

which had till then been very fine, became very

bad: we met with a gale of wind from the fouth-

ward, lefs alarming indeed from its violence than

from the high fea it occafioned. We were com-
pelled to carry all the fail our fhipS could bear, to

prevent as much as poffible our falling to leeward,

and thereby lofmg in one day what we had gained

in three. The barometer fell as low as twenty-

fevea
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feven inches five lines; the rain, the fog, the wind,

the fituation in which we then were, in a channel*

the lands of which were on both fides concealed

from us by the fogs, in fhort, every thing con-

tributed to render our fituation at kail extremely-

fatiguing. But rhefe fqualls, at which we mur-

mured, were the harbingers of the northerly winds*

on which we had not reckoned. On the 8th, after

a heavy fhower, they came on, and on the 9th, in

the evening, we had by their affiiiance attained

the latitude of Baie de Langle, which we had left

on the 14th of July. The finding again of this

point, the longitude of which had been perfectly

determined on our firft palling it, was very im-

portant, after the accident that had happened to

our agronomical tent in Baie de Caftries; it might

be of fervice in verifying the regularity of our

time -keepers, by comparing, with the known lon-

gitude of Baie de Langle, that which they might

give us for this fame point. The refult of our

obfervations was, that after twenty-feven days,

N° 1 9 placed us thirty-four minutes of a degree

too far to the eaftward. An equal divifion of this

error, among the twenty-feven days, would fup-

pofe an augmentation of five feconds of time in

the delay of the daily rate of the time-piece, which

at Cavite only went twelve minutes in a day too

flow. But M. Dagelet, who very frequently com-

pared the refults of lunar obfervations with thofe

given
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given by N° 19, had remarked the period in which

this time- piece had deviated from the daily rate

it held at Cavite ; and as he was certain, at the

fame time, that thefe remits would once more be

found to agree, if a lofs of twenty feconds a day

were fuppofed, inftead of that of twelve, obferved

at Cavite, he thought he could eftablifh, from the

daily lofs of twenty feconds, the calculations of the

time-piece N° 19, during the twenty- feven days

fpent between our departure from Baie de Langle,

and our return within fight of this fame point.

We therefore have reafon to think, that the whole

weft part of Segalien I (land, as well as the eaft

coaft of Tartary, which form the two fides of the

channel, will be laid down upon our chart with

fuch a degree of precifion, as not to leave a quar-

ter of a degree of uncertainty in the determi-

nations.

A bank, on which the foundings are very re-

gular, and there is not the leaft danger, extends ten

leagues from north to fouth, oppofite Baie de Lan-

gle, and runs out about eight leagues to the weft*

ward. We paffed it in running to the fouthward,

and I lay to from ten o'clock in the evening till

day-light, that we might not leave the fmalleft

inlet without reconnoitring it. The next day we
continued to run along the coaft, at two leagues

diftance, and. we perceived in the fouth-weft a

fmall flat ifland, which, with that of Segalien^

Vol. U t G g formei
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formed a channel of about fix leagues. I called It

JJle Monnerotiy from the name of the officer of ar-

tillery employed in this expedition. . We directed

our courle between thefe two iflands, where we

never found lefs than fifty fathoms water. We
foon afterwards made a peak, the height of which

was at leaft ten or twelve hundred toifes : it

feerned to be compofed only of bare rock, with

mow in its hollows j neither verdure nor trees were

to be feen on it ; I named it Peak de Langle *.

We at the fame time faw other lands much lower.

The coafl of Segalien Ifland terminates in a point;

there was no longer a diftant horizon of moun-

tains : every thing announced, that we were near

its fouthern extremity, and that the peak was upon

another ifland. In this expectation, which be-

came a certainty the next day, we let go the an-

chor in the evening, as .the calm compelled us to

anchor at the fouth point of Segalien Ifland.

This point, to which I gave the name of Cape

Crillofiy is fituate in 45 57' north latitude, and

1 40 34'' eaft longitude; it terminates this ifland,

* This peak is in 45 15' north latitude. Captain Uries,

commander of the Kaftricum, on his making the land of jeflb

in the month of June 164.3, perceived alfo a remarkable peak

in 44 50' latitude, which he named Anthony's Peak. Thefe

peaks, fituate to the fouth of the ftrait of la Peroufe, will ren-

der it very eafy to be difcovered. Befides, it is probable, that

the land delineated on the charts, under the name of Jeflb, is

a group of feveral iflands.

—

(Fr. Ed.J

whkh
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which from north to fouth is one of the moft ex~

tenfive in the whole world, feparated from Tar-

tary by a channel, terminated to the northward by

fand banks, between which there is no palfage fop

fhips, but where in all probability there remains

fome inlet for canoes, between the numerous beds

of fea-weeds which
v
obftruct the flrait. This

fame ifland is Oku -Jeffo *. Chicha IHand, which

was abreafl of us, divided by a channel of twelve

leagues from that of Segalien, and from Japar|

by the flrait of Sangaar^ is the JefTo of the Japanefe^

and extends to the fouth as far as the flrait of

Sangaar. The chain of the Kurile lOands is a

great deal more to the eaflward, and, with Jeffcr

and Oku-Jefib, forms a fecond fea, which com-
municates with that of Ochotfk, and from which

there is no penetrating to the coafl of Tartary,

but by the flrait, which we had juft difcovered in

45 40', or that of Sangaar, after having failed

out between the Kuriles. This point of geo-

graphy, the moft important of all thofe left by

modern navigators to be refolved by their fuc-

ceffors f, coft us a great deal of fatigue, anc} many

pre?

* Oku-Jeffo fignifies High Jeffo, or North Jeffo. The
Ghinefe call it Ta-ban.—(Fr. Ed.)

f Till this time impenetrable darknefs had enveloped

thofe parts of the globe, known under the name of Jeffo and

©ku- Jeffo, the pofition ofwhich had varied ia f«ch a manner in
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precautions were neceffary, becaufe the fogs ren-

der this navigation extremely difficult. From

the

the opinion of geographers, that there was reafon to believe,

that their exiftence was a romance* If, in fa£t, the charts of

Alia by the following authors be confulted, it will be feen, that

in i6"50, Sanion represents Corea as an ifland. Jeffo, Oku-

jeffo, Kamtschatka, have no place upon his chart, and the

{Irak of Anian is there feen, dividing Alia from North

America.

In 1700, William de LiOe joined jeffo to Oku-JefTo, and

extended this ifland as far as Strait Sangaar, under the name

of jeffo Land,

Danville, in 1732, published a msp of this part of Afia,a

great deal nearer the truth than that which he published twenty

years afterwards, in which the gulph and Cape Aniva are

joined to the continent, and Cape Patience forms the fouthern

point of Segalien Ifland; thefe maps, and a part of the fol-

lowing, contain the fame error as to the {trait of Teffoy.

Defnos, like Danville, has retarded the fcience of geogra-

phy, by his chart of 1 770, which is very inferior to that which

he had published in 1761.

In 1744, Hafius made of Jeffo, Cape Aniva, and Cape Pa-

tience, a peninfula adjoining to Tartary, from which it was

•divided by a gulph that was entered by the {trait of Teffoy.

A map of Alia, without date or author's name, but which

might have been printed after the voyage of the Kaftrieum,

reprefents the two jeffoes as two iflands independent of Sega-

lien Ifland; the intermediate Jeffo feen by the Dutch com-

prizes the gulph and Cape Aniva ; but it mull be obferved,

that this fecond Jeffo is divided from Segalien Ifland by a

{trait, placed in 44 degrees, which proves, that the exiftence of

the Itrait difcovered by la Peroufe had been already conjec-

tured
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the ioth of April, the period of our departure

from Manilla, till the day on which we crofted

the ftrait, we had only put in for three days

into Baie de Ternai, one into Baie de Langle,

and five into Baie de Caftries, for I reckon as

nothing our anchoring on the open coaft, though

we fent to reconnoitre the land, and at thefe an-

chorages procured fifh, It was at Cape Crillon,

that we for the firft time received the vifit of the

iflanders on board, for they had upon both the

coafts received ours, without teftifying the lead

tured by them, fufpefted by father du Halde, adopted and af-

terwards rejected by Danville.

Robert, in 1767 ; Robert de Vaugondy in 1775; Brion in

1784 ; William de Lifle and Philip Buache, together, in 1788,

have one after the other copied the fame errors.

In a word, the chaos of ideas concerning this part of the

globe, the ancient knowledge of which has been fo frequently

and learnedly difcufled and compared by Philip Buache> can-

not be more aptly defcribed than by the following, extract

from his Confederations geograpfyiques, page 115 t

" Jeffo, after having been tranfported to the ear\, attached

" to the fouth, and afterwards to the weft, was at lafl in the

" north."

My fole intention in thefe comparifons, has been to efta-

blim, by indifputable proofs, that the geography of the eaftern

part of Afia was in its infancy even in 1788, a period fub-

fequentto the departure of our unfortunate navigator, and that

it is to his courage, zeal, and conftancy, that we are at length

indebted for the fads, which at this time have removed our

uncertainties.

—

(Fr. Ed,

J

Qg 3 curiofity
a
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turiofity, or the fmalleft defire to fee our frigate^

*Thefe at firft betrayed fome diflruft, and did not

tome near till after we had pronounced feveraj

words of the vocabulary made by M. Lavaux at

Baie de Langle. If their fear were at firft con-

fiderable, their confidence foon became extreme^

They came on board as if they had been among
their beft friends, feated themfelves in a circle

on the quarter deck, and there fmoked their

pipes; We loaded them with prefents of nankeen,

filks, iron tools, beads, tobacco, and in general

with every thing that feemed to be agreeable to

them 5 but I foon perceived, that the tobacco and

brandy were the commodities which they held in

the highefl eftimation -, and thefe were, neverthe-

iefs, what I diftributed the moft fparingly among
them, becaufe the tobacco was neceffary for our

fhips companies, and I was fearful of the confe-

quences of the brandy. We more particularly

obferved in Crillon Bay, that the figures of thefe

Iflanders was very fine, and their features of a very

regular proportion : they were flrong-built, well-

fized, vigorous men. Their beard reaches to the

breaft, and their arms, neck, and back are covered

with hair. I make this remark of them, becaufe

it is a general charadteriftic, though feveral in-

dividuals in Europe might eafily be found as hairy

as thefe iflanders. I think their middle ftature is

about an inch lower than that of the French, but

it
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it is with difficulty to be perceived; becaufe the

jlift proportion of the parts of their bodies, and their

different mufcles ftrongly expreffed, make them

in general appear very fine men. Their (kin is

as tawny as that of the Algerines, or the other

nations on the coaft of Barbary.

Their manners are grave, and they expreffed

their thanks by noble geftures ; but their felici-

tations for obtaining new prefents were repeated

even to importunity. Their gratitude never ex-

tended fo far as to offer us in return even any of

the falmon with which their canoes were filled, and

a portion of which they carried on more, becaufe

we had refufed to give them the exceffive price

which they alked for it t they had neverthelefs re-

'

ceived as free gifts linens, fluffs, iron inftruments,

beads, &c. The joy of having met with another

flrait, befide that of Sangaar, had made us generous;

we could not refrain from remarking, how much,

in refpecl to gratitude, thefe iflanders differed

from the Orotchys of Baie de Caftries, who, far

from foliciting prefents, frequently refafed them

with obftinacy, and made the moft lively entrea-

ties that we would permit them to requite us.

If their morality be inferior to that of thefe Tartars,

they enjoy a very decided fuperiority over them

in their bodily ftrength and induftry.

All the dreffes of thefe iflanders are woven by

their own hands ; their houfes difplay an elegance

G g 4 StytJ
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and neatnefs far furpaffing thofe of the continent

;

their furniture is of excellent wOrkmanfhip, and
almoft all of Japanefe manufa&ure. They have
one very important article of commerce, unknown
in the narrow fea of Tartary, and the exchange of
which procures them all their wealth; this is

whale oil ; they make a plentiful harveft of it,

though their manner of extracting it is not the
moft economical ; it confifls in cutting the flefh of
the whales into fmall pieces, and leaving it to rot

in the open air upon a dope expofed to the fun;
the oil which flows from it is received into veffels

made of bark, or of feal's fkin. It is to be ob-
ferved, that we had not feen a fingle whale on the

weft coaft of the iiland, and that this fifh is abun-
dant on that of the eaft. It is a difficult queftion

to determine, whether thefe people may not be a

race of men abfolutely different from that which
we obferved on the continent, although they are

only feparated from it by a channel of three or
four leagues wide, which is obftrucled by banks of
fand and weed; they have, however, the fame
manner of living; hunting and flfhing in particular

furnifh nearly their whole fubfiftence. They fufFer

the moft fertile land to be overgrown with weeds,

and they both have probably defpifed the raifmg of
Bocks and herds, which they might have brought
from the head of Segalien River, or Japan. But
even the fame diet has formed very different con-

ilitutions

;
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ftitutions ; it is very true, that the cold of the

iflands in the fame latitudes is not fo intenfe as

that of the continents ; this caufe alone cannot,

however, have effected fo remarkable a difference.

I am of opinion, therefore, that the origin of the

Bitchys, the Orotchys, and the other Tartars on

the borders of the fea, as far as the vicinity of

the northern coaft of Segalien, is common to

them, as well as the- Kamtfchadales, Coriacs,

and thofe fpecies of men who, like the Lapland-

ers and Samoiedes, are to the human fpecies what

their birch and ftunted fir trees are to the trees of

the more fouthern forefts. The inhabitants of

Segalien. Illand, on the contrary, are very fupe-

rior in bodily ftrength to the Japanefe, Chinefe,

and Mantchou Tartars j their features are more

regular, and more nearly refembling the form of

Europeans. However, it is very difficult to rum-

mage and to underftand the records of the world,

for the purpofe of difcovering the origin of na-

tions -, and navigators ought to leave the fubject of

fyftems to thofe who read their narratives.

Our firft queftions were upon the geography of

the ifland, part of which we knew much better

than they did. It appeared, that they are accuf-

jomed to make drawings of a coaft, for at the firft

touch they traced out the part we had juft ex-

plored, as far as oppofite to Segalien River, leav^

Ing a narrow paffage in it for their canoes.

They
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They marked every day's journey, and gave it a

name ; in a word, there can be no doubt, that

though more than a hundred and fifty leagues

diftant from the mouth of this river, they have a

perfecl knowledge of it, and were it not for this

river, which forms the point of communication

with the Mantchou Tartars, who traffic with

China, the Bitchys, the Orotchys, the Segaliens,,

and all the nations in general of thefe maritime

countries,, would have as little knowledge of the

Chinefe and their merchandife as they have of the

Inhabitants of the coaft of America. Their faga-

city was at a lofs, when it was required of them

to iketch the eaflern coaft of their iflandj they

always traced it on the fame line, north and fouth,

and feemed ignorant that the direction of it was

different,, fo that they left us in doubt, and we

thought, for an inftant, that Cape Crillon con-

cealed a deep gulph from us, after which, Segalien

IHand again took a direction to the fouth. There

was but little probability in this opinion. The

ftrong current which came from the eaftward in-

dicated an opening, but as we were in a dead calm,

and prudence forbad our fuffering ourfelves to be

driven to leeward by this currents which might

have drifted us too near the point, M. de Langle

and I thouo-ht it neeeffarv to fend a boat on fhore,

commanded by M. de Vaujuas, whom we ordered

m afcend the higheft point of Cape Crillon, and
'

' there
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there to fet all the points of land which he could

difcover. He returned before night. Our ftrft

opinion was confirmed by the report he made*

and we remained convinced, that we could not

life too much circumfpection, and be too much on

our guard againft miftakes, when we wifhed to

defcribe a great country from premifes fo vague

and liable to error as.thofe which we had it in our

power to procure. Thefe people, in their navi-

gation, feemed to have no regard to change of

direction. A cove, of the length of three or four

canoes, appeared to them a vaft port, and a
-
fa-

thom of water almoft an immeafurable depth;

their fcale of comparifon is their canoe, which

draws but a few inches of water, and is only two

feet in breadth.

M. de Vaujuas, before his return on boards

vifited the village of the Point, where he met

with a very kind reception. He made fome ex-»

changes, and brought back a great many falmon

;

he found the houfes better built, and far more

richly furnifhed, than thofe of Baie d'Eftaing ; fe-

veral of them were decorated in the infide with

large varnifhed veffels from japan. As Segalien

Ifland is only feparated from Chicha by a flrait

twelve leagues broad, it is much eafier for the inha^-

bitants on the borders of the {trait to obtain for

their ufe the merchandifes of japan, than it is for

Sbeir countrymen more to the northward ; thefe, ,

m
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in their turn, are much nearer Segalien Rive?

and the Mantchou Tartars, to whom they fell

the whale oil, which is the bafis of their ex-

changes.

The iflanders who came to vifit us retired be-

fore night, and, by figns, gave us to underftand

that they would return the next day ; in fad, they

were on board by day-break, with fome falmon,

which they exchanged for knives and hatchets

;

they fold us alfo a fabre, and a linen drefs of their

country, and they feemed to fee with regret, that

we were preparing to fail. They very earneftly

perfuaded us to double Cape Crillon, and to ftay

in a fmall bay, which they fketched, and which

they called Hnhouoro-, this was the gulphof Aniva.

Alight breeze had juft fprung up from the

aorth-caft 5 I made the lignal for getting under

way, and at firft directed my courfe to the fouth-

eaft, in order to gain an offing from Cape Crillon,

which is terminated by a rock or iflet, towards

which the tide fets in with, very great ftrength.

When we had doubled it, we perceived from the

mail-head a fecond rock, which appeared about

four leagues from the point towards the fouth-eaft

;

I named it La Dangereufe, becaufe it is level with

the furface of the water, and it is poflible, that it-

may be covered at the height of the tide. I

ileered fo as to pafs to leeward of this rock, and

went round it at a league's diftance. The fea

brokq
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broke very much upon it ; but I could not tell

whether it were the effect of the tide, or the fand

banks which furrounded it. At that diftance we

had regular foundings in twenty-three fathoms

;

and when we had doubled it, we deepened our

water, and foon fell into fifty fathoms, where the

current feemed to be more moderate. Hitherto

we had in this channel croffed tide-ways ftronger

than thofe of Du Four or Bred Roads ; we only*

however, met with them upon the coaft of Sega-

lien I (land, and on the north part of this ftrait.

The fouthern coaft, towards the ifland Chicha, is

much lefs expofed to themjbut we were there buf-

feted about by a fwell from the offing, or from

the eaftward, which ptit us all night in the greateft

danger of running foul of the Aftrolabe, it being *a

dead calm, and neither fhip had fteerage w*y,

The next day we found ourfelves a little more to

the fouthward than our reckoning, but only ten

minutes to the north of the village of Acqueis, fo

named in the voyage of the Kaftricum. We had

juft croffed the ftrait which divides Jeffo from

Oku-Jeffo, and we were very near the place where

the Dutch had anchored at Acqueis. This ftrait

had doubtlefs been hidden from them by fogs 5

and it is probable, that the fummits of mountains

which are upon both iflands had led them to think

that they were connected by low lands lying be-

tween them ; from this opinion they had traced a

conti-
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continuation of coaft, even in the very place where

we were pafling. Excepting this error, the de-

tails of their voyage are precife enough. We fet

cape Aniva almoft in the fame point of the com-
pafs as that in which it is laid down on the

Dutch charts. We alfo faw the gulph to which

the Kailricum gave the name of Aniva; it is

formed by the cape of this name, and Cape

Crillon. The latitude of chefe capes only dif-

fers ten or twelve minutes, and their longitude

from Cape Nabo lefs than a degree from that

which was determined by us ; an aftonifhing de-

gree of precifion for the time in which the voyage

of the Kailricum was performed. I made it a rule

not to change any of the names given by the Dutch^

when the fimilarity of the report was fuch as to

give me a knowledge of them -

3 but a Angularity

remarkable enough is, that the Dutch, in fhaping

their courfe from Acqueis to Gulph Aniva, paffed

before the ftrait which we have juft difcovered,

without fufpecting, when they were anchored at

Aniva, that they were upon another ifland ; fo

very like are the exterior forms, the manners, and

the modes of living of thefe people.

The next day the weather was very fine, but

we made little way to the eaftward. WT
e faw

Cape Aniva bearing north-weft, and we perceived

the eaftern coaft, which rtcedes to the northward,

towards Cape Patience, in the latitude of 49%
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This point was the limit of the voyage of captain

Uries; and as his longitudes, from Cape Nabo, are

very exact, the Dutch chart, which merited our

confidence, from the number of points on it which

were verified by us, lays down the breadth of

Segalien Ifland as far as the 49th degree. The

weather continued very fine ; but the fouth-fouth-

eaft winds, which during four days blew conti-

nually, retarded our progrefs to Staten and the

Company's Iflands. On the 1 5th, our latitude, by

obfervation, was 46° cf north, and our longitude

142 57' eaft. We faw no land, and feveral times

endeavoured, but always without effect, to find

bottom with a line of two hundred fathoms.

On the 1 6th and 17th the fky was thick, grey,

and the fun never made his appearance ; the winds

changed to the eaft, and I tacked to the fouthwards

in order to approach Staten Ifland, of which we

had a perfect view. On the 19th, we defcried

Cape Troun to the fouthward, and Cape Uries

to the fouth-eaft by eaft ; being the direction in

which they ought to bear of us, according to the

Dutch chart; modern navigators could not pof-

fibly have determined their fituation with greater

precifion.

On the 20th, we perceived the Company's Ifland,

and reconnoitred the ftrait of Uries, which, how-

ever, was very foggy. We ran along the fouth coaft

of the Company's Ifland, at three or four leagues

diftance 3
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diftance -, it was barren, deftitute of trees or verdure.*

and feemed to be uninhabited and uninhabitable :

we obferved the white fpots fpoken of by the

Dutch, which we at firft took for fnow, but on a

clofer examination, we perceived large clefts in

the rocks, which were the colour of plafter. At
fix o'clock in the evening, we were abreaft of

the north-ealt point of this ifland, terminated by a

very fteep cape, which I named Cape Kaftricuw*

from the name of the veffel to which we are in-

debted for this difcovery. We faw beyond it four

little iflands or iflets, and to the northward a large

channel, which appeared open to the eaft-north-

eaft, and formed the feparation of the Kuriies from

the Company's Ifland, the name of which ought

to be religioufiy preferved, and prevail over thofe

which may have been given to it by the Ruffians,

more than a century after the voyage of captain

Uries.

The 2 1 ft, 22d, and 23d, were fo foggy, that

we could not poflibly continue our courfe to the

eaflward, abreaft of the Kuriies, which we were

not able to diftinguifh at two cables length. We
remained (landing off and on at the mouth of the

ftrait, where the fea did not feem agitated by any

current; but on the 23d, our observations of

longitude (hewed us, that we had in two days been

drifted 40' to the weftward, this obfervation we

verified on the 24th, by fetting the fame points

we
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we had feen on the 21ft, precifely where they

ought to bear of us, according to our longitude

by obfervation. The weather, though very foggy,

permitted us to ftand on during a part of this

day, becaufe we had frequent clears, and we fawand

fet the moft northerly of the iflands of the Four

Brothers, and two points of Mareckan Ifland, which

we took for tv/o diftinct iflands. The moft

foutherly bore eaft 1 5 degrees fouth of us. We
had, in the courfe of three days, advanced no more
than four leagues towards the north-earl -, the fogs

were very thick, and having continued without

any clear the 24th, 25th, and 26th, we were obliged

to continue tacking between thefe iflands, of which

we knew neither the extent nor direction, not having

the refource, as on the coafts of Tartary and Oku-
Jeflb, of founding to difcover the proximity of

the land, for in this place there was no bottom to

be found 3 and till the 29th, we continued in this

fituation, which was the moft tirefome and fa-

tiguing one during the whole voyage. It then

cleared up, and we faw the fummits of mountains

to the eaftward ; I flood towards them. We
foon began to raife the low lands, and we recon-

noitred Mareckan Ifland, which I look upon as the

firft of the fouthern Kuriles. Its extent, from

north- eaft to fouth-weft, is about ten leagues.

Each of its extremities is terminated by a higk

bluff; and a peak, or rather to judge of it from

Vol. II. Hh its

1 i
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its form, a volcano, rifes in the middle. As I en*

tertained the defign of going out from the Kuriles,

by the paffage which I fuppofed to be to the north-

ward of Mareckan Ifland, I fnaped my courfe to-

wards the north-eaft point of that ifland. I faw

two others to the eaft-north-eaft of it, but at a

greater diftance, and they feemed to leave a chan-

nel of four or five leagues between them and the

firft; but at eight o'clock in the evening, the

winds veered to the northward, and died away;

there being a very heavy fwell, I was obliged to

put about, and ftretch to the weftward, to gain an

offing, becaufe the fea was fetting us in more, and

we found no bottom a league from the land, with

a line of two hundred fathoms. Thefe northerly

winds determined me to fail out by the channel

which is to the fouth of Mareckan I (land, and to

the northward of the Four Brothers, which ap-

peared to me to be wide 5 its direction was to the

fouthward, nearly parallel with that of the channel

of Uries, which put me out of my courfe j but the

winds did not leave any alternative, and clear

weather was fo rare, that I thought I ought to take

advantage of the firft we had enjoyed during ten

days.

We crowded fail during the night, in order to

arrive at the entrance of the channel ; there was

but little wind, and the fea was very high. At

day-light, we defcried to the fouth-eaft, at about

5
tWQ
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two leagues diftance, the fouth-weft point of Ma-

reckan, which I named Cape Rollin, from the

name of our furgeon, and we remained in a dead

calm, without the refource of coming to an anchor,

fhould we be drifted towards the land, for we

founded, and were not able to ftrike ground.

Fortunately, the current vifibly drove us towards

the middle of the channel, and, with too little wind

to have fteerage way, we advanced about five

leagues to the eaftward. We faw the iflands of the

Four Brothers in the fouth-weft, and as very good

obfervations of longitude permitted us to deter*

mine their pofition, as well as that of Cape Eollin,

on Mareckan Ifland, we are certain, that the

breadth of the channel is about fifteen leagues.

The night was very fine; the winds fettled at eaft-

north-eaft, and we entered the channel by the light

of the moon j I named it Canal de la Boujfole,

and I think it is the fineft of all thofe which are

to be met with between the Kuriles. It was very

fortunate, that we availed ourfelves of this favour-

able moments for at midnight it became cloudy,

and the next morning at day-break, we were en-

veloped in a very thick fog, before we were en-

tirely certain whether we had gotten out. I con-

tinued ftanding to the fouthward amidft thefe togs,

with the intention of approaching, as foon as the

weather cleared •Up,' the iflands fituate to the

northward, and if it were poffible to furvey them

H h 2 as
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as far as point Lopatka ; but the fogs were (till

more continual in this place than on the coaft of

Tartary. For the fpace of ten days, we had en-

joyed only twenty -four hours of clear weather, and

even that had been pafled in almofl a dead calm,

and we were happy to take advantage of the half

of a fine night to get out.

At fix o'clock in the evening I tacked to the

northward, towards the land, from which I fup-

pofed rnyfelf about twelve leagues diftant; the fog

was always equally thick. Towards midnight the

wind fhifted to the weft, and I flood to the eaft-

ward, waiting for day to approach the coaft. The
day came, but the fog did not difperfe ; the fun,

however, appeared twice during the morning, and

for a few minutes only it increafed our horizon a

league or two ; we took advantage of it in order

to take the abfolute altitudes of the fun, for the

purpofe of afcertaining the hour, and from that

fixing the longitude. Thefe obfervations left us

in fome uncertainty, becaufe we had fo bad a

horizon; weneverthelefs learned from them, that we

had been carried about ten leagues to the fouth-eaft,

which was very confonant with the refults of the

different bearings we had taken the preceding

evening during the calm. The fog returned again

with obftinacy, and w^as equally thick the next

day ; then, as the feafon was fo rapidly advancing,

I determined to abandon the exploring of the

northern
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northern Kuriles, and to fhape my courfe for Kamt-

fchatka. We had determined the mod foutherly

of them, which were thofe that had left geogra-

phers mod in doubt. The geographical fituation

of Mareckan Ifland, as well as that of Point Lo-

patka, being well afcertained, it feems to me im-

poffible that any error of importance can remain

in the direction of the iflands which are between

thefe two points; I therefore thought it very im-

prudent to facrifice to an almoft ulelefs inquiry the

health of the fhips companies, which began to

fland in need of reft, and whom the continual fogs

kept in a very unwholefome ftate ofhumidity, not-

withstanding the precautions which we took to

guard againft it ; in confequence of which, I flood

eaft-north-eaft, and gave up the project I had en-

tertained of coming to an anchor at one of the

Kuriles, in order to obferve the nature of the

land, and the manners of the inhabitants there.

I am certain that they are the fame people as that

of Tchoka and Chicha, according to the narratives

of the Ruffians, who have publifhed a vocabulary

of the language of thefe iflanders, perfectly fimilar

to that which we formed at Baie de Langle.

There is no other difference than that of the man-

ner in which we have underftood and expreffed

their pronunciation, which may not have ftruck

French and Ruffian ears exactly alike. Befides,

the afpect of the fouthern iflands, clofe to which

Hh 3 we

I
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we ran along, is very dreary j and I am of opinion,

that the Company's Ifland, thofe of the Four Bro-

thers, Mareckan I (land, &c. are uninhabitable,

Barren rocks, without verdure and vegetable

earth, can only ferve as a refuge to perfons fhip^

wrecked, who would afterwards have nothing

better to do, than fpeedily to gain the ifland of

Chicha or Tchoka, by croffing the channels which

feparate them.

Till the 5th of September the fog was equally

obfiinate as it had previoufly been, but as we had

gotten a good offing, we crowded fail in the midft

of darknefs, and at fix o'clock in the evening of the

fame day, it cleared up, and permitted us to fee

the coaft of Kamtfchatka. It extended from weft

by north to north by weft, and the mountains

which we fet in that direction were actually thofe

of the volcano which lies to the northward of St.

Peter and St. Paul, from which, however, we were

diftant more than thirty-five leagues, our latitude

being only 5 1° 3c/. The whole of this coaft ap-

pears hideous; the eye refts with pain, and almoft

with terror, on thefe enormous manes of rocks,

which, in the beginning of September, were ftill

covered with fnow, and which feemed never to

have had the leaft vegetation.

We ftood to the northward. The winds, during

the night, veered to the north-weft. The next

day the weather continued clear, We approached

the
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the land j it was agreeable to fee it near, and the

bale of thefe enormous fummits, which are crowned

with eternal ice, was carpeted with the mode beau-

tiful verdure, diverfified with thickets of trees.

On the 6 th, in the evening, we made the entrance

of Avatfcha Bay, or Saint Peter and Saint Paul.

The light-houfe which the Ruffians have erected

upon the caft point of this entrance was not lighted

during the night ; the governor informed us the next

day, that their efforts had proved ufelefs to keep the

fire in it. The wind had constantly extinguifhed

the light, which was only fheltered by four fir planks

very badly joined. It will be feen by the .reader,

that this monument, worthy of Kamtfchatka, has

not been modelled after any of the light-houfes

of Italy, Egypt, or ancient Greece ; but it may

perhaps be equally neceffary to recur to the

heroic times which preceded the fiege of Troy,

to find a hofpitality equally affecYionate with that

which is exercifed in this country, of itfclf fo bar-

barous. At two o'clock in the afternoon of the

7th we entered the bay. The governor came in

his canoe five leagues to meet usj though the care

of the light-houfe had occupied his attention the

whole night, he charged himfelf with the fault of

not having fucceeded in keeping the wick lighted.

He informed us, that we had been a long time ex-

pefted there, and he thought, that the governor

general of the peninfula, who in the courfe of five

H h 4 days



47^ *- A perouse's voyage

days was expected at Saint Peter and Saint Paul,

had letters for us.

Scarcely were we at anchor, when we faw the

worthy vicar of Paratounka, with his wife and all

his children, come on board. Thus we perceived,

that we fhould find no difficulty in bringing upon
the ftage at leaft a part of the dramatis perfonas

who figured in the laft Voyage of Cook.

CHAPTER XXL

Supplement to the preceding .Chapters—New details

relative to the Eaftern Coaft ofTartary—Doubt as

to the pretended .Pearl Fijhery fpoken of by the

Jejuits—Natural Differences between the IJlanders

cfthefe Countries and the Inhabitants of Continents—

Poverty of the Country—Impojfibility of carrying

on any ufeful Commerce there—Vocabulary of the

Inhabitants of Tchoka or Segalien Ifland,

(SEPTEMBER, I/87.)

Q UR voyage from Manilla as far as Quelpaert
Ifland, upon the fouth coaft of Corea, was

new only to ourfelves j for the Dutch a long time
ago carried on commerce with Japan, and every
year fern one or two veiTeis to Nangafaki ; butl am
ignorant whether they directed their courfe by the

channel of Formofa, or paffed to the eaftward of
that ifland. I have been afllired that the captains,

before their departure from Batavia, made oath to

keep
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keep the particular of their voyage fecret, and to

permit nobody to take a copy of the manufcript

charts which were fent them. Would fuch a pre-

caution indicate, that other Europeans would be re-

ceived at Japan, and might there carry on com-

merce in competition with them ? or is the ten-

dering of this oath only an ancient cuftom, which

they have neglected to reform ?

Be that as it may, we think that the moment is

arrived, in which all the veils which cover particu-

lar navigations are about to be raifed; in thele

latter times, the art of navigation has made fuf-

ficient progrefs to be no longer impeded byfimilar

obftacles. Geography will very foon ceafe to be

a problematical fcience, becaufe the fpirit of dif-

cuffion and criticifm will become ufelefs, when all

the principal points fhall be fixed by precife deter-

minations of latitude and longitude 3 and we are on

the eve of the day, when all nations will underftand

the extent of the feas which furround them, and of

the lands which they inhabit. Although the feas

of Tartary, which we have explored, are the limits

of the oldeft inhabited continent, they were as

unknown to Europeans, as the ftrait of Anian, or

the archipelago of Saint Lazarus ; and' the Jefuits,

whofe narratives have made China fo familiar to

us, were never able to give any decifive informa-

tion as to the eaftern part of this vaft empire. Thole

who travelled to Tartary were never allowed to

come near the fea-ihore j this precaution, and the

prohi-
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prohibition of the emperor of Japan, at all times

exifting, againft failing to the north part of his do-

minion s, were reafons for believing, that this part

of Afia concealed riches, which the Japanefe and

Chinefe policy was fearful of making known to

Europeans. The details of the preceding chapters

may ferve to prove to their readers, that the coaft

of Eaft Tartary is ftill lefs inhabited than that of

North America. In fome meafure feparated from

the continent by Segalien River, the courfe ofwhich

Is nearly parallel to its direction, and by inacceffible

mountains, it has never been vifited by the Chinefe

and Japanefe, but towards the borders of the fea

coaft j the very fmall number of inhabitants, that

are met with there, derive their origin from nations

which inhabit the north of Afia, and have in that

refpect nothing in common with the Mantchou

Tartars, and ftill lefs with the Iflanders of Oku-

JefTo, Jeffo, and the Kuriles. It may eafily be

conceived, that fuch a country, backed by moun-

tains at leaft twenty leagues diftant from the bor-

ders of the fea, cannot have any confiderabie river j

Segalien River, which is beyond it, receives all the

waters of the part of it which is directed towards

the weft 3 thofe which run to the eaft are divided

into rivulets in all the vallies, and there is not any

country better watered, or that difplays a more

delightful frefhnefs during the fummer feafon. I do

not eftimate at three millions of inhabitants the

total number of individuals compofing the little

colonies
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colonies of this country, from the point upon which

we landed, in the 4.26. degree, as far as Baie de Caf-

tries, in the vicinity of the mouth of Segalien

River. This river, which the Mantchou Tartars

have defcended in canoes as far as the fea, whence

they have fpread themfelves over the coafts north

and fouth, forms the only open paffage to the com-

merce of the interior of the country j it is in fact

at this time very much frequented ; there is not,

perhaps, on this part of the continent, and upon

the iflands of Jeffo and Qku-Jeflb, a fingle inhabU

tant who does not know Segalien River as well as

the inhabitants of Judea and Egypt were ac-

quainted with the Nile. But commerce is only

carried on at the diftance of eight or ten days jour-

ney up that river ; it feems that its mouth, like

that of the Ganges, is uninhabited on its banks3

and it may without doubt be attributed to the fteri^

lity of the country, which is almoft drowned and

covered with marines, where the principal riches of

the Tartars, their flocks' and herds, cannot find a

wholefome fubfiftence. I have before mentioned,

that the Jefuits had fignified there was a pearl

fifhery upon this coafl. We in fact found oyfters

that contained pearls ; but I confefs I do not know

where to place this fifhery j it is not, atlealT, on the

borders of Corea, or at the mouth of the Segalien ; I

would then fuppofe, that it is not in any refpecl to

be compared with thofeofBaffora or of theGulphof

Monaar,
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Monaar, in which five or fix thoufand perfons are

employed. It is poffible, that a few families of

fifhermen may there unite together for the pur-

pofe of fifhing for pearls, which they afterwards

exchange for nankeens/ and other articles of com-

merce from China, of little value \ I have how-

ever, by way of experiment, mewed the Bitchys, and

the ifianders of Oku-Jeffo, falfe pearls remarkably

well imitated, and I did not perceive, that they

made a greater impreffion oh them than common
beads. The moft miftaken idea may be formed

of this country, if it be fuppofed, that a landing

may be effected in the rivers which come from the

interior, and that the Chinefe carry on trade there.

We ran along the coaft very near, frequently within

gun-fhot, without feeing any village. We faw, in

Baie de Ternai, bears, hinds, fawns, feeding like

domeflic animals, and raifing their heads to look

with furprife at the arrival of our fhips in the bay.

A tomb, and fome burnt trees, were the only things

which indicated, that this country contained other

inhabitants. Baie de Suffren was equally deferted.

Twenty-five or thirty perfons feemed to be the

whole of the population of Baie de Caftries, which

would very well maintain ten thoufand.

Our naturalifts found upon the fea-ftiore, and

at the mouth of the rivers, neither pyrites, nor

pebbles containing ore, nor gold duft mixed in

the fand, nothing in ftiort indicative of a country

that
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that has metals. We met with flint, calcedony,

calcareous fpar, zeolite, porpyhry, and a great

many volcanic matters, which contain very few

fhorls, but feveral beautiful cryftals, and thofe in-

cruftations, which are often met with in the lavas

of extinct volcanoes. The coaft of Oku-Jeflbj

which forms the eaftern part of the channel o£

Tartary, is ftill more fertile in plants than that of

the oppofite continent; it feems to me, that ve-

getation has there more ftrength ; but the foil is

not more diflurbed by the iflanders. The animal

kingdom almoft entirely furnifhes their fubfiftence;

for I reckon as nothing a few roots of faranne

and garlick, which the women dry, and which

they find on the fkirts of the woods. I am evea

inclined to think, • that to thefe people, hunting is

rather an amufement than a matter of labour j

frefh or dried fifli, like corn in France, is the balls

of their nourifhment. Two dogs, which had been

given to me at Baie de Caftries, at firft refufed to

eat fiefh meat, and darted upon fifh with a degree

of voracioufhefs, which can only be compared

with that of wolves which have long been fa-

mifhed. Neceffity alone has by degrees accuf-

tomed them to a different kind of food.

Some elk and bears (kins, with which thefe peo-

ple were clothed, left no doubt on my mind, but

that in winter they hunted thofe animals; but they

are in general too feeble to venture on attacking

them
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them with their arrows : they by flgns exprcfled

to us, that they fet fnares for them, by fixing a bait

to a bow ftrongly bent 5 the animal, in devouring

this bait, pulls a trigger, which difcharges an ar-

row directed towards the bait. The iflanders,

more generous, becaufe they are ftronger, Teemed

to pride themfelves on many fears, which they were

pleafed to fhew us, making us at the fame time

underftand, that they had combated bears with

ilakes, after having wounded them with their ar-

rows.

The canoes are made of a hollowed fir tree,

and are capable of containing feven or eight per-

fons. They work them with very light oars, and

in thefe ticklifh veffels, undertake voyages of two

hundred leagues, from the fouthern extremity of

Oku-JefTo and Jeffo, in the 4.2$. degree, as far as Se-

galien River in the 53d degree; but they never go

more than a piftol-fhot from the land, except when

they crofs the fea from one ifland to another, and

for that they wait an abfolute calm. The wind,

which always follows the direction of the channel,

never caufes a furf upon the fhore, fo that it is as

eafy to land in all the creeks, as in the bed flicker-

ed roadfteads 5 they every evening run their canoes

aground upon the beach. They carry along

with them birch tree bark, with 'which, and fome

fir branches, they build a cabin in an inflant.

Rivulets filled with falmon afford them a certain

fubfiftence i
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fubfiftence ; every matter of a canoe has his ket-

tle, his trivet, his fteel to ftrike fire with, and

his tinder. In whatever place they flop, the cabin

is erected, the fifti fpeared, and the victuals drefled

within an hour after they land. This naviga-

tion is as fafe as that of the canal of Languedoc;

they perform their voyage in a ftated number of

days, and every evening flop at the fame creeks,

and near the fame rivulets. They marked upon our

chart the number of their refting places from Cape

Crillon as far as Segalien River, by which it ap«

pears, that they make eleven leagues a day.

Though their canoes have neither malts nor yards,

they fometimes fix a fhirt to two oars placed acrofs,

and thus make way by failing, with much lefs fa-

tigue than by rowing. Near the villages, fmall

canoes, for only one or two men, are frequently

feen, they are of no ufe for long voyages, but in-

tended to enter into the rivulets, in which they

carry on their fifhery. They are fo very light,

that when the water is only twelve or fifteen inches

deep, they make ufe offmall (ticks, inftead ofpoles,

and keeping their feats, pufh againft the bottom,

and pafs over the water with very great celerity :

when the water is deeper, they make ufe ofpaddles.

The difference between the manners and cuftoms

of thefe two nations is a mere fhade : the fame man-

ner of living, the fame naval and domeftic archi-

tecture, the fame refpect for old men. But in this

comparifon,
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comparifon, I am convinced, that the Tartars excel

in morality, and the iflanders in induftry, and that

decifion of character arifing from a confcioufnefs

of fuperior ftrength. We thought we obferved

in Oku-Jeffo a diftinction of condition, which

does not exift in Tartary; there was in every

canoe a man, with whom the others had not any

communication; he did not eat with them, and

feemed to be actually under their fubjection : we
fufpected, that he might be a flave ; this is indeed

merely a conjecture, but he was at lead of a very

inferior rank to the reft.

The Jeffonefe and Oku-Jeflbnefe enjoy a very

considerable article of commerce, which the Bitchys

and Orotchys are without; this is whale oil. This

fifh is very abundant on the eaftern coaft of their

iflands, where we faw as great a number of them

as in the flrait of le Maire, but we never faw one

in the narrow fea of Tartary. The very direct

communication of the iflanders with Japan gives

an appearance of opulence to the furniture

of their cabins, which is not vifible on the con-

tinent, except in the tombs, for which the Tartars

referve all their wealth; among the Segaiiens we

never met with any monument of this kind thus

decorated. As in Baie de Caftries, we obferved

images fufpended from the ceilings of their cabins:

the commander of one of the canoes of de Crillon

Bay, to whom I had given a bottle of brandy, ,be*

fore
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fore he went away threw fome drops of it into the
fca, giving us to underftand, that this libation was
an offering, which he addrefied to die Supreme
Being. Jt feems, tlwt, in this place, the iky ferves
for the vault of his temple, and that the heads of a
family are his minilters.

From this narrative, we may very naturally con-
clude, that no commercial motive will ever induce
Europeans' to frequent thefe feas; a fmal'l quantity
of whale oil, and fmoked or dried fife, together
with a few elk and bear {kins, are very trifling

articles of exportation to cover the expences of
fo long a voyage. I ought even to add,' as a ge-
neral maxim, that it is impoffible to carry on Iny
confiderable commerce except with a great na-
tion

; and even if thefe articles were of any im-
portance, it would be impoffible to complete the
cargo of a fhip of three hundred tons, upon thefe
different coafis^ which have an extent of more than
a thoufand leagues. Though thQ dried faimon of
Baie de Caftries feerned to me to be of a o-ood
quality, and I could eafily have purchased \ 1
confefs I was fcrupulous of fo doing, for fear thefe
unfortunate people fliould idl us their winter's
provifion, and might perifh with hunger during
that feafon of the year.

We did not obferve any fea otters; we mewed
them fome -famples of our (kins, and it feerned to
us, that thefe furs were not known to them; they
V<*' »•

•

II did.

i'

an
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did not appear to fet any more value on them, thai?

on thofe of the feal, of which they make their boots.

It is probable, that this amphibious animal is only

found in the eaftern part of the northern Kuriles;

which fhews, that its true country is the eaftern

part of Afia, towards the American coafts, where,

as I have already mentioned, it is found in great

numbers, from Oonolafhka Point as far as San

Die^o, upon the weft coaft of California. In read-

'

ing the different narratives, which have given a

great many falfe ideas of the vaft and extenfive

country we have juft been reconnoitring, there

will be found a great many truths fcattered here

and there, but which would be very difficult to

unravel. Father des Anges had undoubtedly a

knowledge of thefe people ; and the defcription

he has given of this country is certainly very pre-

cife; but fituate at the fouthern extremity of

Jeflb, oppofite to Japan, he could neither com-

prehend, nor venture to fuppofe 10 great an extent

of country; and the ftrait of Teffoy, of which he

fpeaks, and which he was informed by the iflanders

was obftruded by fea-weeds, and fo near to the

continent, that a fingle horfe might be feen with

the naked eye feeding on the other fide, was no

oth'er than the gulph, into which we penetrated,

and from which we few Point Boutin, upon the

ifland of Oku-Jeffo, jut out towards the conti-

nent, and terminate towards the fea like a fand

bank,
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bank, a toife or two high, The narratives of
Kasmpfer, the letters of father Gaubil, alfo contain
fome truths *

; but they both related what they had
been told by the Japanefe or Tartars, and they
difcourfed with men too ignorant, to permit their

narratives to be exad. At kft, the Ruffians de-
nied the exiftence of thefe two islands, which are
more confiderable than thofe of Britain j they
confounded them with the Kuriles, not iuppofing
there was any intermediate land between thefe
iflands and the continent of Afiaf. On this fup-

pofition,

;

* ".It is for the Ruffians (fays father Gaubil) to inftruft

* us whether large fhips can pafs through the ftrait, which
« divides Jeffo from Tartary." This enlightened Jefuit could
not forefee, that this problem would be folved by French na-
vigators.—f/V. Ed.)

f Though we cannot fuppofe, that they will one dav en-
deavour to take away from our French navigators the honour
ot the important difcovery of the land of Jeffo or Chicha
Ifland, fituate to the north of Japan, I will in this place mew
the ignorance of the Ruffians at tins moment, as to the ex-
iftence of that ifland. I will deduce the proof of it from
the tranflation of a paffage of the Ruffian narrative of Kra-rW^onhis return from a voyage to Kamtfchatka, page
34 of the firft volume, in quarto.

" ™e Kamtfchadales were ;„ po(reffion of
.

ron
even before the arriva! of the Ruffians in this peI,a(olaand they obtamed them through the Japanefe, ,vho made

• ZTfT th

\
KUrik,fl-ds

' ^» ^ fe.dome*.
«ndedfo far as the nver Bokhara -Reka." In^ppon of

I ' 2 his
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pofition, the Teas of Japan and Corca were open

to their fhips from Ochotfk; but this would deftroy

the authenticity of the Dutch voyage in 1634;

and we dare venture to affirm, that captain Uries's

method of navigation is the moil precife that ever

was practifedj at a period when the modes of

taking obfervations were very defective. The

Dutch, it feems, endeavoured to make up for this

difadvantage, by the moil minute care in keeping

his affertion he adds : « the Kamtfchadales give the Japanefe

« the name of Cbkha-mahn, becaufe in their language needles

« are called chifch, and the Japanefe were the firft who gave

" fcfeem a knowledge of iron or fteel needles,"

If the Ruffian author had, like la Peroufe,been able to vi-

fit the iflands fituate to the north of japan, he would have

found one of them which bore the name of Cbicba-, and in-

ftead of feeking out fo ridiculous an etymology, he would

have been limited to that which naturally prefents itfelf, that

Is to fay, he would have added to cbicba the fyllable mann,

ufed in the dialed! of feveral nations to perfonify the name of

their country; which would fignify in that fenfe man ofChi-

cha, and not needle- man.

From this obfervation the inference is, that the Ruffians, for

a long time having inhabited Kamtfchatka, and very near

neighbours of theft iflands, though they made frequent voy-

ages to the Kurile Iflands, have no pofitive notion of the ex-

igence of thofe fituate to the north of Japan ; from which

there can be no queftion. but the Ruffians, from this explana-

tion, takethefe iflanders for Japanefe.

I am indebted for the translation of the pafTage of Kra>>

<he\inikoffXQ Lefieps, the Ruffian interpreter on the expedition

of la Peroufe.—^ Ed.)

their
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their reckoning, and their exactnefs in taking bear-

ings. If the ftrait, difcovered by us, efcaped

their refearches, feamen, who are acquainted

with foggy feas, will be little furprifed at it.

The latitude and longitude of this ftrait have, dur-

ing our voyage, been determined in fo exact a

manner, that there will no longer remain any dif-

ficulty in penetrating through this paiTage into the

feas of Corea. Peak de Langle, the elevation of

which is more than twelve hundred toifes above the

level ofthe fea, and which, in clear weather, may be

feen at forty leagues diflance, is an excellent land-

mark for the fouthern coaft of this channel, which

it is more advifable to run along, than that of the

north, becaufe the currents there are much more

moderate. The exact knowledge of the geo-

graphy of this part of the continent, which the

fatigues of our voyage have procured for France

and the other nations of Europe, may become
more immediately ufeful to the Ruffians, who will

one day, perhaps, enjoy a great navigation to

Ochotfk, and will caufe the arts and fciences of

Europe to flourifb in thofe countries, inhabited at

prefent by a few hordes of wandering Tartars , and

more particularly by bears, and other anjmals of

the forefts.

I will not attempt to explain how JeiTo, Oku-,

JerTo, and all the Kuriles, are become peopled by
a race of men, different from the Japanefe, Chi.

I i 3 nefe,
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Dele, Kamtfchadales, and Tartars, from whom the

Oku-Jeffonefe are only divided, to the northward,

by an inconfiderable channel of no great depth of

water. In my capacity of voyager, I relate fads,

and point out differences ; others will reduce thefe

premifes into a fyftem. Though I, did not land on

the Kuriles, I am pofitive, from the narratives of'

the Ruffians, and the identity of the language of

the Kuriliens with that which is contained in

the vocabulary following this chapter, that the

inhabitants of the Kuriles, and thofe of JefFo and

Oku-JelTo, have one common origin. Their mode
of living, and their manners, differ but very little

alfo from the continentals *. but Nature has ftampt

fo remarkable a difference between the natural

ftrength of thefe two nations, that it conftitutes,

much more forcibly than a medal, or any other

monument, an indifputable proof, that thefe iflands

have not been peopled from this part of the con-

tinent, and that their inhabitants are a colony per-

haps even Grangers to Afia, Though Oku-Jeffo

is more than live hundred leagues to the weftward

of the Kuriles, and it is impoffible to make that

run with fuch ticklifh veffels as their fir canoes,

they may eafily communicate together notwith-

standing, becaufe all thefe iflands, feparated from

each other by channels more or lefs wide, form

a kind of circle, and none of thefe channels con-

tain an extent of fifteen leagues : it would there-

1
, fore
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fore be poffible to go in a canoe from Kamt-

fchatka to the mouth of Segalien River, by fol-

lowing the chain of thefe iflands as far as Ma-

reckan [fland, and from that palling to rhofe of the

Four Brothers, the Company's, Staten, Jeffb,

and finally to Oku- Jeflb, and thus to attain the

limits of Ruffian Tartary. But it would be ufelefs

to pronounce among thefe iflanders the names of

Jeffo and Oku-Jeffo, which in all probability are

Japanete ; neither the Tartars, nor the pretended

JefTonefe, or Oku-Jeffonefe, have the lead know-

ledge of them; the latter, to their own ifland,

give the name of Tcboka, and to Jeffo, that of

Chicha. This confufion of names greatly impedes

the progrefs of geography, or at lea/l fatigues the

1 memory to no purpofe. I am of opinion, that

when the names of countries are known, they

ought to be fcrupuloully adhered to, or in default

of that, thofe which have been given to them by

the oldeft navigators; this plan, which I have al-

ways laid down as a rule, has been faithfully fol-

lowed in the charts which have been conftructed

during this voyage ; and if it have in any inftance

been departed from, it has been only from igno-

rance, and never from the vain and ridiculous glory

of impofing a new name.

I i 4 Vocabulary
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Vocabulary of the Inhabitants of Tchoka Tfland3formed

qt Bale de Langle.

Some words, in the language of the inhabitants

of Tchoka, are pronounced in the throat, but the

pronunciation ought to be foft, and referable

that of perfjns who fpeak rather thick. I have

exprefled this by eh ; the qs., which is found at the

beginning of fome words, ferves to exprefs a cer-

tain whirling, which it is neceffary to emit before

articulating the following fyllables.

Names of the principal Parts of the Human Body*

Tchoka. English.

Chy> ......... eye, the eyes.

Tara, the eyebrows.

ghiechetau, the forehead.

EttUy the nofe.

Notamekann, the cheeks.

Tjara, the mouth.

Tma, the teeth.

Aon^ the tongue,

Mochtchiri) the chin.

Tehe, the beard.

£ss-cbara3 the ears.

Cbapa
} the hair.

Qchetourcuy the nape of the neck.

Saitourou> the back.

Tapinn



round the world. 489

Tchoka. English.

tfapinn ehim, the moulder.

faclsfonk, the arms.

fay, the fore arm.

fay-ha, the wrift.

fay pompe, ...... the hand, and the fingers in

general.

fchouai pompe, .... the thumb.

Kbcuaime pompe, . . . the fore finger.

Kmoche kia pompe, ... the middle finger.

Otfta pompe, the fourth finger.

Para pompe, the little finger.

fcbame, the fore part, and top of

the breaft.

$hbo, . .the nipples."

Hone, the belly.

%figa, ......... the private parts of the

man.

CMpouilk, ....... the private parts of the

woman.

AJforoka, ....... the buttocks.

Ambe, the thighs.

Aouchi, , the knees.

Tcbeai, ........ the ham or bend of the

knee.

Aimaitfi, ....... the legs.

Oaichika, ....... the calf of the leg.

Acoupone, ....... the ankles.

Paraoure, .the upper part of the foot,

Otocouka'ion,
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Tchoka. English.

Otocoukdion, ...... the heel.

Ouraipo, . . the fole of the foot.

Kama pompeam, .... the great toe.

<
Tajfou pompeam, .... the fecond toe.

Tajfou ha pompeam, . . the middle toe.

fajfouam, , for the fourth, and little

toe.

Names of various OhjeEfs.

tchoka, ........ name of the great ifland

which they inhabit.

fanina, ........ another name which they

give to that land? but

the greater! number

name it Tcboka.

Cbicha, .;;,,.... name of an ifland or

people, which they point

out in the fouth of the

land of Tchoka.

Mantcbous, people of Tartary, neigh-

bours of Amur or Se-

galien River, and of the

ifland of Tchoka. Ac-

cording to the iflanders,

thefe people live to-

wards the north-wefr,

and mips may pafs in

the channel which fe-

parates them.

fchoiza.
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Tchqka. English.

tfchoiza, ....... the fea.

Kdiani3 or Kahani, ... a fhip, or veflel.

Uocatourou, a canoe.

tfacome, a thole of a canoe.

Oukanneffi, oars, or paddles.

Koch-kodm> ...... a fmallfquarevefTelof the

bark of birch- tree, and

furnifhed with a han-

dle -, they ufe it to drink-

out of as well as to

bale the water out of

the canoes.

Ouachekakai, ..... a fort of wooden fhovel,

which ferves to bale

the water out of the

canoes.

furatte, ........ a very long and ftrong

leather itrap fix or eight

Jines in breadth -, it

chiefly ferves to make
fail the canoes.

Soitta, the bench of the canoe.

Moncara, an iron hatchet *. m.)

¥°> a great lance of tempered

iron, (m.-)

* The letter (m.) {hews the articles with which they
are furnifhed by the Mantchou Tartars, with whom they
traffic.

Coubou.
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Tchoka. English.

Ccuhou, a bow.

Hal, common arrows tipped

with iron, fome barbed,

others fmooth. (m.)

Tajfebdi) . forked arrows, alfo tipped

with iron, (m.)

Etanto, blunt wooden arrows.

tfaffiro, a large cutlafs. (m.)

Matfirainitfi and Makiri> a fmall knife in a fheath :

it is hung to a girdle of

leather, which ferves to

keep clofe their upper

garments, (m.)

Mat/ire; ........ a name which they give

to our knife in a fheath.

Hakante, .a large ring of iron, lead,

wood, or tooth of fea-

cow: an initrument worn

upon the thumb of the

left hand, (m.)

Kaine, ......... a fewing needle.

fechicotamfe, ..... our cravats, or handker-

chiefs.

Jchka, a hat or bonnet.

Tcbeka? ........ fkinofafea-calfin the form

of a long loofe great

coat.

JchtouJJa,
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Tchoka. English.

Achtoujfa, . a loofe great coat,woven of

the bark of the birch-

tree, very fkilfully pre-

pared.

Setaroufs, a large great coat or furtout

of dog's fkin.

Tetarape, a kind of coarfe fluff ihirt

ornamented with a bor-

der of blue nankeen

round the bottom, as

well as at the neck.

Otomnouchi, fmall waiflcoat buttons of

brafs, with a round

head (m.)

Ochfsy ftockings or bufkins of

fkin fewed to the fhoes.

Tcbirauy • fhoesof the Chinefe fhape,

terminated by a point

very much curved up-

ward.

Miraubau, ....:.. a fmall leather bag with

four twilled horns, it

ferves them inftead of a

pocket, and is hung to

the leathern girdle.

Tcbarompe, ear- rings, commonly con-

futing of fix or eight

blue beads (m.)
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Tchoka. English.

Tama, . . fingle blue beads 5 all the

natives have a decided

preference for the co-

lour blue.

Hieratchtchinam, ... a large and flrong mat, on

which they fit, and lie

down to fleep.

Achkakaroupe, . . , . . afmall umbrella, or fcreen

in the fhape of a fan,

which defends the eyes

of the old men againft

the fun.

Hounechi, the fire.

Tamoui, a dog.

Taipo, a mufket.

Nintou, a bucket to draw up water,

of the bark of birch-

tree, the fame fhape as

ours, with its handle.

Ouachka, frefh water.

Chichepo, fea water.

Ahtka> fmall cord.

Sorompe, ........ a large wooden fpoon,

Choubou, a copper kettle, (m.)

Nifty, a rod or pole.

Pouhauy a cabin or houfe.

Nioupouri, .the houfes, or the village;

Oho,
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Tchoka. English.

Oho, the plain on which the vil-

lage (lands.

Naye, a river which runs in the

fame plain.

Tfouhou, the fun.

Hourara, the firmament.

Hourara haune, ..... the clouds.

Hebaira, the wind.

Oroa, the cold.

Tebairouba, winter, or the fnow feafon.

Cboumau, ftone, generic term.

Niy a trunk of a tree, wood in

general.

gh-fieheche, .fir plank.

Tocbe, . . bark of rough birch tree

in large pieces.

Choulaki, ........ mofs, plant.

Qtoroutchina> paftures in general, or

meadows.

fsihko, fmallage; or wild celery.

Mahouni, the wild rofe-tree.

Tarobo, . the bloffom of the rofe-

tree, commonly called

dog-rofe.

Mahatfi, . ; a kind of tulip;

Pech koutou, angelica plant. '

'

Vita> a bird in general, or finging

of a bird.
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Tchoka. English.

%-Iari, a bird's feather.

Etouchka, the jack-daw, a fpecies

of crow.

Tsikaha, a fmall common fwallow.

Mdcbi, a gull, a web-footed bird

of the fea-fhcre.

Omoch, ; a common fly.

Mocomaie, the common kima cockle.

Pipa> large mother-of-pearl

oyfter.

OtaJJi> harp filh.

Foukocbicby falmon.

Emoe> filh in general, or the

particular name of a

fpecies of barbel.

Chauhoun, a fpecies of carp, or fifli

of the genus carp.

Pauni, a fifli bone, or the back

bone of rimes, which

they broil and preferve

in heaps.

Chidarape, The foft roes, eggs, and

air bladder of filhes,

which they preferve in

the iame manner.

Some common Words*

He and hi, yes.

Hya, no.

Houaka,
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Tchoka. English.

Hauaka, .. no, that can't be 3 I can-

not, or will not.

~. ra # # who? what? what is it?

an interrogative pro-

noun.

tap, or *apt, .
this, that, this here, that

there; a demonftrative

pronoun.

Coakaba, ......-• come hither.

Jjbe,
toeat.

Chuka, to dnnk.

Mouaro] .... to lie down, or to fnore.

Etaro, .
toflcep.

Names of Numbers,

fthine,
one-

fwr,
tw0 '

feb'e, •

-
:

-
•

three '

Tne,
four-

Jfchn'e,
five -

JbampU . .
"**

Jraouampe, . ...;...•• feven.

foubifchamp'e, eight-

Tcbincbi fchampe, mne#

Houampe, ....»•»••• ten.

tchinebi kajfma, *leven*

Zoubi kajfma, ..... twelve.

Tcbebi kaffma> . ,

thirteen.

Xn'ebi kajfma,
fourteen.

Afcbnebi kajma, , . . fifte€n-

Vol. II. Kk Tbamh
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Tchoka. English,

Thambi kajfma, fixteen.

Arouambi kajfma, ....;.. feventeen.

^oubljchampi kajfma, eighteen;

tfchinebifchampi kajfma, . . . nineteen.

Houampebi kajjma, twenty.

Houampebi kajfma tchine -ho, . / thirty.

Tne houampe touch-ho, .• . . ; . forty.

Jjchne houampe taich-ho, . '. . fifty.

$qu afchne houampe taich-ho, . . a hundred.

If there be any difference in this language be-
tween the fmgular and plural, it is not expreffed in

the pronunciation.

1 have neither ken thefe iflanders dance, nor
heard them fmg ; but they have all a way of pro-
ducing agreeable founds from the principal ftalk

of a large kind of celery, or fpecies of euphor-
bium, open at both extremities. They blow it at

the fmall end, and the founds nearly referable the

fofter notes of the trumpet. The tune they play

is indeterminate, confifting of a feries of high and
low tones, which may amount in all to an odlave

and a half, or two octaves; in other words, to twelve
or fixteen notes. We did not perceive that they

had any other mufical inftrument.

IN'D OP THE SECOND VOLUME.
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