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Chapter One: United States History Before Columbus

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The history of the country that will eventually come to be called the
United States begins long before the birth of the nation. Native Americans
first inhabited the North American continent some 14,000 years ago, if
not earlier. This earliest era is known as the Paleo-Indian era; it is closely
identified with one of the most famous archaeological artifacts in the
Americas, the Clovis point, which was used to hunt megafauna, the giant
animals of the Pleistocene era, such as mammoth or mastodon. The eras
following, the Archaic and Woodland, were marked by the development of
plant domestication and incipient agriculture, one of the most important
developments in human history. Two of the earliest centers for plant
domestication were in Mesoamerica and the modern-day Southeastern
United States. Finally, the period just before European contact is
characterized by the development of many rich and diverse cultures. In the
region that was to become the United States, there were some 500 groups,
each with its own language, culture, and religion.

1.1.2 Learning Outcomes

After completing this chapter, you should be able to:

 Explain the various interpretations, scientific and religious, of the origins of
indigenous peoples in the New World.

« Describe the political, cultural, and social differences between the major eras of
the prehistoric United States.

« Describe the political, cultural, and social differences between the groups of the
major regions of the prehistoric United States.
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1.2 ORIGINS

When Columbus first encountered the Western hemisphere in 1492,
it was inhabited by millions of people. Establishing a firm estimate of
the population is troublesome; often such estimates are tinged with the
ideological viewpoints of the authors, their cultures of origin, and the eras
in which they wrote. Until recent decades, historians and scientists tended
to make very low estimates of native populations, as conventional wisdom
held that “inferior” indigenous peoples could not sustain the same kinds of
dense populations as Europeans. More recently, estimates have soared for
a variety of reasons; for example, some scholars speculate that estimates of
population have become too inflated because of the desire to emphasize the
devastation that European contact caused to the indigenous population.

Current estimates hold that as much as a fifth of the world’s
population—43-65 million people—inhabited the Western hemisphere at
contact. Estimates of the North American population (excluding Mexico)
vary from a low of seven million to a high of eighteen million people.!

A great deal of cultural diversity existed amongst this population;
hundreds of groups spoke hundreds of languages, organized their society
in a myriad of social and political ways, enacted innumerable rituals, and
worshiped a multitude of gods.

Another problem we face in examining this early period in U.S. history is
oneofnomenclature. Whatdowe call the indigenous peoples of the Americas?
Every term has its advantages and flaws. Some terms have been dismissed
as racist (Red Indian); others have become outdated (Eskimo). Some view
terms like Native American or First Peoples (the preferred term in Canada)
as so politically correct that they are meaningless. Terms like aboriginal and
indigenous assert a global identity for native peoples. However, the term
aboriginal has become so closely associated with Australian Aborigines that
it seems to exclude others. Moreover, while the notion of a global identity
for indigenous peoples is useful in some instances, it is far too broad an idea
to be useful in others. In the U.S., many use the term “Native American,”
which first came into use in the 1980s as a means to indicate their primacy
as the first peoples of the land. In general, the preference of native peoples is
to self-identify as their own tribal affinity: Chickasaw, Ojibwa, Arapaho, etc.
In terms of a larger, overarching term for the group as a whole, a 1995 survey
of native peoples in the United States indicates that the first preference in
nomenclature for native peoples is Indian.? For this reason, this term will
be preferred here.
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Figure 1.1 Spider Gorget | Ancient shell
gorget from Fains Island, Tennessee, depicting a
spider.

Author: Gates P. Thruston
Source: The Antiquities of Tennessee

1.2.1 Origin Stories

Indigenous people throughout the
Western hemisphere talk of their
origins as a people in oral histories,
stories, and myths that link them
intimately to the places they inhabit.
The land, the stories commonly assert,
was made for “the people,” and they
were made to inhabit the land. Every
group has an origin story, and they vary
widely and are unique to the group.
Sometimes, groups have multiple
origin stories that tell differing
versions of creation and the founding
of the group. Origin stories often begin

with a “First Person” (or First Peoples), a mythical man or woman who
founded the group. These First People often are created from, or emerge
from, the natural world itself. The first Iroquois fell from the sky; the first
Lakota emerged from underground; the first Maya were created from corn.
Sometimes, animals appear in origin stories as agents of creation. For
example, in the Cherokee creation story, Water-Beetle dives deep into the
ocean and brings up the mud that forms the earth. Buzzard then flies over
the land, shaping it into mountains and valleys with the beat of his wings.
These origin stories explained and shaped the worldview of each group,

establishing their people’s purpose in
thisworld as well as their relationship
to the gods and the world around
them. In other words, origin stories
are key to establishing a group
identity and a deep connection with
the region the people inhabit.

1.2.2 Scientific Theories Of
Origin

Scientists and archaeologists hold
several theories regarding the origins
of Indians in the Americas. By far,
the oldest and most widely accepted
of these theories is the Bering Land
Bridge migration model. This theory
posits that during the last ice age

This book employs three terms

in conveying dates. BCE and CE
stand for Before Common Era, and
Common Era, respectively. These
terms coincide exactly with the BC/
AD dating system; therefore, 300
BC =300 BCE, and 1976 AD = 1976
CE. The abbreviation BP stands

for Before Present, and indicates
“years ago” or years before the
present. It is most commonly used
by archaeologists in conjunction
with radiocarbon dating, a means
of determining the age of organic
materials be measuring the
amount of radioactive decay of
carbon-14 in the material.
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(approximately 50,000-10,000 BP, or years before the present), humans
were able to migrate from Siberia to Alaska, crossing over the land bridge
between the continents that had been revealed by dropping sea levels as
massive glaciers formed all over the world. During this time, as many as
four distinct migrations occurred over the land bridge between about
10,000-14,000 BP. Peoples migrated from Siberia, Eurasia, and coastal
Asia, following the megafauna of the Pleistocene, such as mammoth and
mastodon. Other megafauna included giant species of animals that are
familiar to us today, such as beavers and sloths.

The greatest supporting evidence of this theory is the extensive
homogeneity of the North American Clovis culture, so named for the
archaeological site at which it was first identified. Clovis peoples were long
considered to be the first people to inhabit the Americas. Archaeologists
theorize that Clovis peoples came over the land bridge and down a glacier
pass to the east of the Rocky Mountains sometime between 12,000-11,000
BCE, eventually spreading through much of North America.

A second theory focuses on Pacific sea travel. The coastal migration theory
suggests that some peoples arrived in the Americas through following the
coast of land across Asia and the Bering Land Bridge, down the coast of
North America, all the way to South America. The coastal migration theory
is bolstered by the rich marine environment which would have supported
maritime peoples well. Travel by boat would also have been much faster and
easier than the route overland, thus allowing peoples to spread throughout
the Americas much more quickly. The most compelling evidence supporting
the coastal migration theory comes from archaeological sites in South
America that predate the North American Clovis sites. Sites like Monte

Figure 1.2 Clovis Points | Examples of a Clovis Point from the Rummells-Maske Site (13CD15) Cedar
County, Iowa. Clovis was once accepted as a defining characteristic of the first group of humans to come to the
Americas, sometime between 10,000-14,000 BP. This assertion has been increasingly questioned as more and
more well-documented archaeological sites with older dates have emerged.

Author: Bill Whittaker
Source: Wikimedia Commons
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Verde in Chile, dated 14,800-12,500 BCE and Taima-Taima in western
Venezuela, dated to 13,000 BCE, contradict the notion of “Clovis first.”
However, archaeological sites that support coastal migration theory number
much fewer than Clovis sites, as the coastline of the Pleistocene era now lies
under the Pacific Ocean, due to rising sea levels.

Although the two theories might seem to be at odds with each other, most
historians and archaeologists now accept that both theories are probably
correct, and that human migration to the Americas occurred over a very
long span of time, over land and by boat. Linguistic evidence supports this
combination of migration theory, as indigenous coastal languages are very
different than interior languages throughout much of the Americas. The
two theories also work together in that many South American sites date
500-1,000 years older than the oldest North American sites, a real problem
for the Bering Land Bridge theory.

In more recent years, some archaeologists and historians have supported
alternate migration theories. These theories are uniformly much more
controversial than the Bering Land Bridge and coastal migration theories.
One of the more notable theories is the Solutrean hypothesis, or the Atlantic
coastal model. This model argues that Clovis peoples came not from Asia
over the land bridge, but instead were descended from the Solutrean culture
of Europe. Clovis peoples, it asserts, arrived in the Americas through
coastal migration, hugging the ice sheet that spanned the ice age Atlantic.
A handful of archaeologists support this theory, based on perceived
similarities between Clovis and Solutrean points. However, the majority of
archaeologists discount the theory, citing the lack of resources to support
travelers on the ice sheet and the 5,000 years between the Solutrean and
Clovis cultures. Genetic studies of indigenous peoples across the Americas
also show the Solutrean hypothesis to be unlikely, as mitochondrial DNA
(mtDNA) and DNA haplogroups show evidence of multiple migrations from
Asia, starting at about 30,000 BP.? In contrast, no study has ever shown
conclusive proof of European genetic markers among the Native American
population before 1492.

Finally, a handful of sites across the Americas have unearthed portions
dating 50,000-33,000 BCE, tens of thousands of years before the earliest
coastal migration sites were established. These sites, including the earliest
components of the Monte Verde site in Chile and the Topper site in South
Carolina, are hotly contested by many archaeologists, who claim that the
stone tools from the levels attributed to these early dates are not man-made,
but natural formations. Moreover, 50,000 years BP stretches the boundaries
of radiocarbon dating: as dates go further back in time, dating becomes less
and less accurate, leading many more to call these early dates into further
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guestion. For now, these early radiocarbon dates are largely seen as
aberrations, which offer no conclusive proof of human existence in the
Americas before about 20,000 years ago.

1.2.3 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

Current estimates hold that 43-65 million people inhabited the
Western hemisphere at contact. There was a great deal of cultural
diversity amongst this population, including languages, social and
political structures, religious rituals, and deity worship. Each of these
hundreds of groups had one or more creation or origin story explaining
where they came from as a people as well as their relationship to the
world around them. Origin stories help to define groups as a people and
form an important part of the culture.

Scientific explanations of the origin of humans in the Americas focus
on ways that the first people migrated to the Americas. The two most
important and well-accepted of these theories are the Bering Land
Bridge and the coastal migration. Most archaeologists now accept that
both theories are correct, and date the earliest arrival of humans in the
Americas to 20,000-14,000 BP. Each of these theories supports human
migration from Asia. The Solutrean hypothesis, a more controversial
theory, argues that the first humans of the Americas descended from
the Solutrean culture of Europe. Genetic studies of indigenous peoples
across the Americas, however, show the unlikelihood of this hypothesis.

Test Yourself
1. Origin stories
a. explain where a group came from
b. explain a group’s place in the world and their relationship with it
c. promotes a common cultural identity
d. all of the above

2. Clovis points are most closely identified with which migration
theory?

a. Bering Land Bridge Theory
b. Coastal Migration Theory
c. Solutrean Hypothesis

d. European origin

Click here to see answers
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1.3 THE PALEO-INDIAN ERA THROUGH THE
AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION

This earliest period, from the time that humans entered the Americas
until about 8,000 BCE, is known as the Paleo-Indian period. During this
time, humans spread throughout the Western hemisphere, supporting
themselves with similar subsistence patterns and technologies. Paleo-
Indians, including the Clovis culture, were nomadic hunter/gatherers. They
moved as frequently as once or twice a week, hunting the big game of the
Paleolithic: the megafauna. As previously noted, well-known animals such
as the mammoth and mastodon were included among the megafauna. Other
North American megafauna included less well-known animals, such as the
short-faced bear, and giant versions of animals such as sloth, moose, and
beaver. Paleo-Indian technology included knapped, or chipped, stone tools
such as scrapers, knives, and projectile points, such as the Clovis point.
Throughout the Paleo-Indian era, the spear was the most common weapon.
At first, humans used spears as thrusting weapons, which of course required
very close range between the hunter and game, a dangerous prospect at
best. Sometime during the Paleo-Indian era, humans developed new kinds
of technology, including a lighter throwing spear and an implement to
propel this spear much farther: the atlatl. The atlatl, or spear thrower, was
one of the most important items in the late Paleo-Indian tool kit. It was a
long, thin piece of wood with a notch at the end. This notch was designed to
receive the end of a spear. The atlatl acted as an extension of the throwing
arm, enabling the spear thrower to greatly increase the speed and range of
the cast.

Paleo-Indians probably lived in groups that anthropologists call “bands,”
small groups of related individuals, typically no bigger than 100-150
people. This set-up allowed a simple

leadership structure, probably with
oneindividualattheheadofthegroup,

to be an effective means of control.

It also allowed for easy mobility.

In terms of possessions, hunter/

gatherers such as Paleo-Indians lived

with only easily transportable and

reproducible possessions. One of the

greatest problems of living in such a

small group, however, was finding

a suitable mate. Anthropologists
Figure 1.3 Giant Ground Sloth | The giant

ground sloth was one of the many megafauna theorize that reglonal Paleo-Indian

indigenous to the Americas during the Pleistocene. .
groups came together yearly In

Author: Flickr user “etee”

Source: Flickr the summer months to celebrate

License: CC BY SA 2.0
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religious rituals, exchange news, and trade women to ensure genetic
diversity amongst their groups.

Everything that we know about humans in the Americas from these early
eras comes from the archaeological record. Perhaps the most famous Paleo-
Indian site is the Blackwater Draw site near Clovis, New Mexico. Blackwater
Draw is the archaeological site where the large, leaf-shaped Clovis points
were first identified. As many Clovis period sites were excavated in the mid-
twentieth century, Clovis points came to be one of the defining artifacts for
the Paleo-Indian era in North America, and anthropologists came to regard
the Clovis culture as the first firmly established proof of human presence
in the Americas. The “Clovis First” hypothesis held sway throughout much
of the rest of the century, calling archaeological evidence that dated older
than about 10,000 BCE unreliable. However, as more and more sites have
produced reliable older dates and the coastal migration theory became more
widely accepted, the Clovis First movement has lost favor.

One of the sites that first seriously challenged the Clovis First idea was the
Monte Verde site in Chile, which consistently produced well-documented
datesatand around 14,800-13,800 BP (12,800-11,800 BCE). Archaeological
remains at this site include the evidence of wood and hide shelters, clay-
lined fire pits, and dozens of plant materials used in the Paleo-Indian diet,
a use supported by the appearance of coprolites, or fossilized human feces.
Perhaps the most fascinating artifact from the Monte Verde site is a child’s
footprint, preserved in the soft clay surrounding a fire pit.

The Vero Man site, located outside of Vero Beach, Florida, is one of
the few sites where human bones have been found alongside megafauna
bones, including bison, mastodon, giant sloth, dire wolf, llama, and camel.
More gracile, modern animals such as deer remains were also unearthed
at the Vero Man site. The site dates roughly around 12,000-14,000 BP.
In 2009, a bone with a carving of a mammoth on it was found; testing
dates the bone to sometime between 13,000-20,000 BP. This artifact
probably represents the oldest artwork ever found in the Americas.

1.3.1 The Archaic and Woodland Periods

From 8,000-7,000 BCE, the Earth’s climate began to warm, and the
North American environment changed. Paleo-Indians adapted to the world
aroundthem, learning to rely more and more on adietrich in plant materials,
and hunting smaller game such as bison as the megafauna began to die out.
In this way, they began to more closely resemble typical hunter/gatherers,
whose diet relies up to 90 percent on gathered food rather than on meat.
Over the next 6,000-7,000 years, native cultures developed and diversified
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during the Archaic and the Woodland
periods, 8,000-1,000 BCE and 1,000
BCE -1,000 CE respectively. During
this era, the peoples of the Americas
also began to domesticate plants,
leading to one of the most important
transformations in human history: the
development of agriculture, known as
the agricultural revolution.

In the Americas, the agricultural
revolution began in Mesoamerica,
the area between Central Mexico
and Honduras. The process of
domestication began some 10,000
years ago in Oaxaca, Mexico, when
people began to tend squash plants in  Figure 1.4 Teosinte | Teosinte, the ancestor
order to use the squash as CONtaINErs.  {eosnte-maize nybrid. Modern corn i on the right.
Eventually, more tender forms author: john Doebley
of squash became a food source. i comyao e
Following the domestication of
beans at around 6,000 BP, Mesoamerican peoples began to become more
sedentary. Finally, maize (or corn) was domesticated sometime around 5500
BP. Corn as we know it today originated as a wild grass called teosinte. Over
thousands of years, the tiny teosinte seed pod, measuring about 4 cm long,
was transformed though cultivation into much larger, nutritionally rich ears
of corn. The domestication of maize completed the Mesoamerican triad, the
three staple crops of the Americas. Native American agriculturalists all over
the hemisphere grew corn, beans, and squash as the principal foods of their
diet until many years after European contact. This combination proved
ideally suited in several ways; first, the three foods grew well together. The
corn grew tall and provided a “pole” for the beans to vine around and grow
up, and the large squash leaves provided shade that retained moisture and
inhibited the growth of weeds. Corn strips great quantities of nitrogen from
the soil as it grows; beans are “nitrogen fixers” which put nitrogen back
into the soil. From a dietary standpoint, the Mesoamerican triad provides
an ideal diet, as long as the corn is processed in an alkaline solution. In
Mesoamerica, this process involved soaking the corn kernels in a mixture of
lime (calcium hydroxide, not the fruit) and ash. Processing the corn in this
way unlocks certain proteins from the corn’s endosperm, which allows the
human body to digest it.

Agricultural knowledge and techniques spread from the region of
Mesoamerica throughout the temperate parts of the Western hemisphere
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in a process called diffusion. Although corn and beans probably came from
Mesoamerica, the eastern portions of North America might also have been
an independent center of plant domestication; cultigens important to the
regional diet, such as marshelder, chenopod, squash, and sunflower, appear
to have been domesticated first in this region.*

One of the most famous Archaic period sites is the Windover site near
Titusville, Florida. Windover was a burial site, dated 6,000-5,000 BCE.
Individuals were wrapped in a textile and interred in the mucky bottom of a
pond. The bog-like conditions of the pond helped to preserve the skeletons
and grave goods, artifacts buried with the deceased, such as atlatls and
projectile points. Of the 168 individuals excavated at Windover, 90 had
preserved brain matter: the oldest preserved human brains. Several of the
brains recovered at Windover have been DNA sequenced.

The Head-Smashed-In buffalo jump site in Alberta, Canada first came
into use at about 5,700 years ago. Archaic humans used it as a kill site,
driving herds of buffalo and bison off of a 35 foot cliff, seriously injuring or
killing the game. The bodies would then be drug to a nearby campsite and
processed. The site remained in use for thousands of years, into the historic
period, when Blackfoot, dressed as coyote and wolves, would drive buffalo
along established “drive lanes” to the cliff. Excavations at Head-Smashed-
In have unearthed a deposit of skeletons, primarily of buffalo and bison,
measuring more than 10 meters (33 feet) deep.

The Poverty Point site in Louisiana (1650-700 BCE) is an important
bridge between the Archaic and Woodland periods because it was one of the
earliest sites to develop technologies and characteristics that came to define
the Woodland period, including the development of pottery and manmade
earthworks. Poverty Point has yielded some of the earliest known pottery in
North America. Poverty Point is also important because it offers evidence of
complex, far-reaching trade networks. Artifacts at the site, including shell,
copper, and stone such as red jasper, came from all over the southeastern
region. These materials would then be worked into finished, value-added
objects and traded out again. Finally, Poverty Point is one of the first sites
to exhibit evidence of monumental earthworks and a complex residential
settlement, features that would come to define later peoples in the Southeast.

1.3.2 Early Agriculturalists in the Southeast and Southwest:
The Mississippian and the Anasazi

The Southeastern portion of North America was an early agricultural
center of development. This development fostered the growth of a large,
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long-lasting, and influential culture known as the Mississippian (ca. 500-
1400 CE). This culture originated in the Mississippi River Valley and
spread out to encompass an area which spread all the way to the lower
Great Lakes region to the north, the Carolinas to the east, and northern
Florida to the south. This culture emerged from the late Woodland Period
as agriculturalists that practiced large-scale, corn-based agriculture. The
excess agricultural product allowed them to support a dense population
with a large group of specialized artisans.

Politically, Mississippians were organized as a chiefdom, a hierarchy of
chiefs that pledged allegiance to the leader of the most important group.
Within the chiefdom existed a high level of social stratification, with a
noble class at the top. Socially, the Mississippians appear to have practiced

Figure 1.5 Mississippian Cultures | The extent of the spread of Mississippian culture and the
Southeastern Ceremonial Complex

Author: Herb Rowe
Source: Wikimedia Commons
License: CC BY-SA 3.0
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matrilineal descent patterns. In matrilineal descent, familial relations focus
on the mother’s family, with property, status, and clan affiliation being
conferred through the female line. A person’s most important relations
were his mother’s parents and siblings. The father’s relations were relatively
unimportant. Boys looked to their mother’s brother as an important male
figure rather than to their father, and uncles passed political power and
possessions to their nephews and maternal relatives rather than to their
sons. This system’s main advantage is that descent and clan affiliation
was beyond a doubt; a child’s paternity can be uncertain, but a clan can
be sure of a child’'s maternity. Matrilineality is relatively common among
indigenous peoples of North America, and came to be commonplace among
Southeastern peoples.

The religion of the Mississippians is known as the Southeastern
Ceremonial Complex. Important religious symbols for the culture included
a snake (sometimes depicted as a horned serpent), a cross in circle motif,
and Birdman, a warrior/falcon hybrid. These symbols were closely related
to not only cosmology, but also the elite and warriors, giving the religion a
socio-political aspect that reinforced the social status and authority of the
elite—including the high chieftain, his lesser chiefs, and the priests of the
cult. These symbols, along with a host of others, appeared multitudinously
on a variety of artifacts such as cups and shell gorgets, a type of pendant.
Archaeological evidence strongly indicates that only the elite were able to
possess these objects, which may have been sacred and therefore viewed
as powerful. Additionally, evidence suggests an exchange network of these
sacred objects existed among the elite of the Mississippians, fostering not
only political alliances, but also trade. Objects inscribed with symbols
associated with the Southeastern Ceremonial Complex may have been
produced by only a handful of artists; excavation of sites in Missouri and
Oklahoma have turned up artifacts so similar that some archaeologists
believe the same artist produced them. These sacred objects were buried as
grave goods with their owners, indicating the status and power they carried
into the afterlife.

One key feature of the Mississippian culture was that they were mound
builders. They produced thousands of earthworks used in a variety of
manners. Some earthworks were burial mounds for the elite. The chief,
his family, and perhaps other members of the elite lived atop some of the
mounds. Finally, some of the largest mounds appear to have been centers of
worship. The largest and most important towns of the chiefdoms contained
the greatest number of mounds.

Some of these chiefdoms produced large and complex settlements that
rivaled and surpassed contemporary European cities. The largest and most
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important of these was Cahokia (ca 600-1400 CE) in southwestern Illinois,
located just across the Mississippi River from St. Louis, Missouri. Cahokia
was a walled complex made up of 120 mounds that housed perhaps as
many as 30,000 people, making it a very large city for its day. Community
plazas were located throughout the complex. A woodhenge was built for
astrological observations; poles in the henge were marked to indicate the
sun’s rising point on the solstices and equinoxes. Cahokia’s mounds took
tremendous effort to build; laborers moved about 55 million cubic feet
of earth in construction. The largest of the mounds, today called Monk’s
Mound, is approximately ten stories high and covers an area of 13.8 acres
at the base. The top of the mound, the focal point of the city, housed a
huge structure that may either have been a temple or the residence of the
paramount chief of the Cahokia chiefdom.

Cahokia came to power in part because of its location near the confluence
of the Mississippi, Illinois, and Missouri Rivers. This confluence allowed
the chiefdom to control much of the regional trade, giving them access to
a great variety of trade items from many regions. Cahokia participated in
trade networks stretching as far as the Great Lakes to the north and the Gulf
Coast to the south. Cahokia began to decline around 1300 CE and slowly
dwindled in size and importance. Scholars have speculated that overhunting,
deforestation, and the rise of the Moundville center in Alabama contributed
to Cahokia’s demise.

1.3.3 The Anasazi

Like the Mississippians, peoples of the southwestern region were
also generally agriculturalists, supporting themselves by growing the
Mesoamerican triad. One of the earliest Southwest groups was the Anasazi,
who emerged in the Four Corners area of the modern United States
(Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico) around 700-1300 CE. They are
also known as Ancient Puebloans because they are ancestors of the modern
Pueblo peoples. The Anasazi grew and stored corn, a practice leading them
to build large, complex, and beautiful towns.

These towns were carefully planned communities that provided for the
changing needs of the society over time. Anasazi towns, such as the Pueblo
Bonito site, were often organized around large, open plazas allowing for
community gatherings. Structures were large and multi-storied apartment-
like buildings that housed many people and provided a lot of room for storing
their yearly harvest. The Ancient Puebloans later built similar structures
high on canyon walls or atop mesas and became “cliff dwellers” to protect
the population from nomadic raiding groups. Houses were often accessible
only by ladder or rope so their inhabitants could easily cut off access.
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Another important structure found at all Ancient Puebloan sites is the
kiva, the ceremonial center of the village. Kivas, often circular in shape, were
dug into the earth and entered from the roof via a ladder. At the center of
the kiva lay a small hole in the floor called a sipapu. Modern Pueblo peoples
hold that the sipapu symbolizes the navel of the Earth, the place where the
ancestors first emerged. Much of what we know about Anasazi religion
derives from modern Pueblo peoples, such as the Hopi and Zuni.

In modern Pueblo societies, kivas are associated with the kachina belief
system. Kachinas are spirit beings, representations of the life force within
all parts of the universe. They may represent a specific place or some aspect
of nature: the sun, squash, and animals such as eagle or mountain lion.
They may also represent an ancestor (or many ancestors), a historical event,
or an idea, such as maidenhood. Kachinas are not worshipped, per se, but
are spiritual forces that can use their power to benefit the population.
The kachina cult was widespread in the Southwest. Religious ceremonies
focused on venerating the kachina. Members of religious societies dressed
as some of the more than 400 different kachina, enacting the spiritual being
for ritual purposes. Some of the ceremonies took place inside the kiva, some
outside in the plaza. Kivas were also put to secular use as gathering places
for the community’s men and probably houses for visitors to the community,
such as traders.

Trade with outlying areas and other peoples through trade networks was
central to the Anasazi economy. A large system of roads stretching some
180 miles into the countryside linked the Ancient Puebloan towns and
connected the culture to the larger regional economy. Artifacts found at
sites like Pueblo Bonito show that the Anasazi possessed many luxury items
not found in their native southwest, including macaw feathers and obsidian
from Mexico and marine shell from the Gulf Coast. Analysis of wood from
the structures also attests to the economic importance of the road, as much
of the timber originated at areas quite a distance from the Anasazis.

However, some modern Pueblo peoples, as well as some archaeologists,
suggest that the roads also had religious significance for the Ancient
Puebloans, as many roads seem to lead to areas of religious significance,
such as lakes, mountains, and streams. Some of the major roads, like
the Great North Road, were oriented along a north/south axis. This fact,
combined with the north/south orientation of many of the kiva and religious
structures, suggests a pattern of astrological observances. The Modern
Pueblo also speak of the North Road as being the way to the sipapu, the
place where the ancestors originated.

No clear reason suggests why the Ancient Puebloan cultures ended. Over
the period from around 1150-1300 CE, the Ancient Puebloans underwent
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several changes and ultimately abandoned many of their towns. A variety
of factors probably contributed to this abandonment. The period was
one of dramatic climatic change for North America, the most prominent
being the 300 year long Great Drought. During this period, the Anasazi
appear to become more insular, engaging in less trade and practicing more
intensive agriculture, aided by new irrigation techniques. Archaeological
evidence indicates that new peoples were moving into the area, comprising
an additional pressure. Finally, religious turmoil seems to have occurred
amongst the Ancient Puebloans during this period, as many of the kiva
and ceremonial structures at several sites evidence deliberately set fires
and boarded up windows and doors. By 1300 CE, many of the towns and
villages had been abandoned. While early historians held that the Anasazi
“vanished,” modern Pueblo peoples asserted that the Anasazi in fact
migrated further south and joined groups that became the modern Pueblo
cultures such as the Hopi and Zuni. Archaeological evidence has verified
this account.

1.3.4 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

The earliest period, from the time that humans entered the Americas
until about 8,000 BCE, is known as the Paleo-Indian period. During
this time, humans spread throughout the Western hemisphere,
supporting themselves as nhomadic hunter/gatherers. Native cultures
developed and diversified during the Archaic (8,000-1,000 BCE) and
the Woodland periods (1,000 BCE -1,000 CE). During this era, the
peoples of the Americas also began to domesticate plants, leading to
one of the most important events in human history: the development
of agriculture, known as the agricultural revolution. Mesoamerica
became one of the sites of early plant domestication: corn, beans, and
squash, known as the Mesoamerican Triad, became the basis of many
agriculturalists’ diets.

The future Southeastern United States was another early site.
Important domesticates from the region included marshelder,
chenopod, squash, and sunflower. This development fostered the
growth of alarge, long-lasting, and influential culture, the Mississippian
chiefdom (ca. 500-1400 CE), one of the most important in the region.
The Mississippians produced thousands of earthworks used in a variety
of manners, some as burial mounds, others as Mississippian religious
centers, known as the Southeastern Ceremonial Complex.

Many of the peoples of the American Southwest were also
agriculturalists. One of the earliest Southwestern groups was the
Anasazi, who emerged in the Four Corners area of the modern
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United States (Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico) around
700-1300 CE. The Anasazi produced large and multi-storied
apartment-like buildings that housed many people and provided
ample harvest storage space. Another important structure found
at all Ancient Puebloan sites was the kiva, the ceremonial center.

Test Yourself

1. The Paleo-Indian era is most strongly associated with what type of
artifact?

a. Ceramic pottery
b. The atlatl

c. Clovis point

d. Basketry

2. The Mississippian culture is known for
a. the kiva as the center of religious worship.
b. moundbuilding.

c. a tradition in whaling.
d. hunting megafauna.

3. The region of the present-day Southeastern United States was likely
one of the world’s independent centers for plant domestication.

a. True
b. False

4. The are ancestors of today’s modern Pueblo peoples, and
their cultures share much in common.

a. Mississippians
b. Clovis peoples
c. Vero Man peoples

d. Anasazi
Click here to see answers
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1.4 THE PRE-CONTACT ERA (1000-1492 CE)

In the period before European contact, more than 500 identifiable
groups emerged in North America. A tremendous amount of diversity
existed amongst these groups; the people of the West Coast had very little
in common with the way that the peoples of the Southwest lived. However,
groups within each region tended to have more commonalities. For instance,
each region of the continent could be typified by the way in which peoples
supported themselves, that is, their subsistence strategies. Other similarities
might include kinship relations, political structure, and material culture,
the objects and artifacts utilized by a people and having social significance
to them.

1.4.1 The West Coast: The Pacific Northwest and California

Peoples in the Pacific Northeast supported themselves largely through
hunting, gathering, and fishing, relying most heavily on salmon fishing.
Consequently, the salmon became an important figure in the cosmology of
groups like the Tlingit and Haida. The Pacific Northwest region was densely
populated and culturally diverse because of the rich natural resources that
allowed for a high “carrying capacity” of the land: that is, relatively reliable
and plentiful food sources translated into a large population. Most groups
lived in large, permanent towns in the winter. These towns formed the basis
of the political structure for many Northwestern groups. People identified
themselves by their town, and towns organized themselves into larger
cultural and political groups through family and political alliances. Each
town was led by a secular leader from one of the town’s important clans.
Clans are groups of families that recognize a common ancestor and a greater
familial relationship amongst the group. Clans were often identified by a
symbolic figure or idea important to the region. In the Pacific Northwest, for
instance, clans were named for important animals such as raven, salmon,
eagle, and killer whale. Society in Pacific Northwest groups was generally
highly stratified in a complex system of hierarchy that ranked individuals,
families, clans, and towns.

One of the most important ceremonies of the Pacific Northwest groups
was the potlatch, a socio-political ceremony that gathered towns together to
celebrate important events. Potlatches functioned as a demonstration of the
host’s status and importance. The hosts worked hard to ensure that all of
the attendees were fed well, received gifts, and entertained; the hosts spent
much of their wealth in demonstrating that they were deserving of their
rank and societal status. In the Pacific Northwest, wealth was determined
by how much individuals shared and gave away, not how much wealth they
possessed. A successful potlatch could confer greater status on a person or
a family.
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One of the most diverse regions of North America was the region that came
to be California. Politically, groups were divided into tribes led by chiefs
whose title was passed down through families and clans. Economically,
California peoples participated in large trade networks that linked much
of the region and beyond. In general, they were hunter/gatherers. Acorns
were a dietary staple, nutritious and able to be stored for long periods of
time. However, they were a very labor-intensive crop, as they had to be
pounded into flour and cooked in order to be edible. Agriculture was not
completely unknown on the west coast; many groups cultivated tobacco
as their sole agricultural crop. Contrary to popular opinion, the switch
from hunter/gather to agriculturalist is not a measurement of “progress;”
plentiful evidence suggests that hunter/gatherers often were able to live
in semi-sedentary villages, complex societies, with even a better diet than
agriculturalists. Religiously, the many of the peoples of Northern California
participated in Kuksu, a religion that revolved around a male secret society
that regulated the people’s relationship with the sacred. The primary goal of
this society and religion was to re-create the original, sacred, pure state of
the world, in other words, to renew the world.

1.4.2 The Plains

Some of the earliest peoples of the Midwest/Great Plains region
were agriculturalists, settling in the south and central areas. However,
the reintroduction of the horse to North America at European contact
transformed Plains life (the ancestor of modern horses was found
throughout much of North America in the Pleistocene era, but died out and
disappeared from the continent). Groups quickly adopted use of the horse
in following and hunting the great bison herds, and many groups, such as
the Sioux, comprising the Dakota, Lakota, and Nakota, were transformed
from farmers to nomadic hunter/gatherers and emerged as one of the most
important groups in the northern Plains region. Other important groups
include the Crow in the north, the Cheyenne, Pawnee and Arapaho in the
central plains area, and the Comanche in the south.

Warfare was endemic on the Plains. War was waged for three main
reasons: for prestige, for obtaining goods, and for vengeance. The strategy
and tactics of Plains warfare revolved around the concept of counting coup.
Coup was an action that demonstrated bravery and skill. The most highly
valued coup was to touch a live enemy and live to tell about it. Killing an
enemy was coup, too, but demonstrated valor to a lesser degree; after all, the
live man is still a threat, while a dead one can do you no harm. Touching a
dead enemy was also a lesser form of coup. After a battle, warriors returned
to the settlement to recount their stories, or “count coup.” Demonstrations
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of skill also conferred honor to the warrior; a successful horse raid from a
rival group, for example, showed great skill and bravery.

Politically, Plains groups were led by chiefs and councils. Most groups
had a war and a peace chief. Peace chiefs held more power and tended to be
older men with more experience. The war chiefs tended to be younger men.
In this way, the war chiefs gained political experience that would lend future
stability to the government as they aged and went on to become peace chiefs
or members of the decision-making councils.

Religious beliefs on the Plains tended to hold the bison as a central figure
of the sacred earth. Most groups kept “medicine bundles,” a collection of
sacred objects holding symbolic importance for the group. Often, religious
celebrations center on the medicine bundle. For instance, the most
important medicine bundle for the Cheyenne contains four sacred arrows
given to the prophet Sweet Medicine by the Creator, Maheo. Each year, the
medicine bundle was celebrated in a five-day ceremony which reenacted
the creation of the world. During the ceremony, the arrows were cleansed
and the world was renewed. The concept of world renewal was an important
one in Plains religion. One of the important world renewal ceremonies
celebrated by many Plains cultures was the Sun Dance. The Sun Dance
was sponsored by an individual who wished to give to his tribe or to thank
or petition the supernatural through the act of self-sacrifice for the good
of the group. Celebration of the Sun Dance varied in detail from group to
group, but a general pattern holds. The Sun Dance usually occurred in the
summer and involved the erection of a large structure with a central pole,
symbolizing the Tree of Life, as its dominant feature. Large groups would
gather for the celebration, to give thanks, celebrate, pray, and fast. The
individual sponsoring the Sun Dance would pray and fast throughout the
celebration, which lasted up to a week in duration. He was the celebration’s
lead dancer, and the dance would continue until his strength was completely
gone. Often, the dance involved some kind of bloodletting or self-torture.
Participants might pierce the skin and/or muscle of the chest and attach
themselves to the central pole, dancing around or hanging from it until the
pins were pulled free. Another variation involved piercing the muscles of the
back in a similar way and dragging buffalo skulls behind the dancer until the
weight of the skull ripped the pins free. The scars that the dancers carried
after the celebration were a mark of honor. At the end of the Sun Dance,
the world was renewed and replenished. Finally, another kind of ceremony
celebrated by many Plains groups was the smoking of the calumet, often
called the “peace pipe.” The smoking of the calumet bonded individuals and
groups together. Smoking recognized alliances, formalized ceremonies, and
established kin relations between individuals.
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1.4.3 The Northeast

Northeastern groups were complex in many ways. Economically, they
relied on both hunting/gathering and farming. Many participated in a
system of exchange with shells as the medium. After the 1600s, groups began
manufacturing wampum, made from white and purple shell beads, using
them to record important events and to formalize agreements. Exact copies
would be made for each party participating in an agreement. Wampum was
very highly valued.

Politically, groups were led by men called sachems. Many towns organized
themselves into tribes or nations; some tribes further allied to form political

confederacies of affiliated nations. The Iroquois, or Haudenosaunee,
made up of an association of the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and
Seneca nations, was the largest and most successful of these northeastern
confederacies. Confederacies were governed by councils made up of leaders
from each of the member tribes; the most influential of these leaders often
led the council itself. Among the Iroquois, the council was made up of fifty
sachems from each of the Five Nations. Council members were chosen from
among families designated to inherit the post.

Warfare played an important role in the Northeast, as it was the chief
way to gain power and prestige. Revenge primarily motivated warfare
in the region. A cycle of war was ensured because each group sought to
avenge those killed in earlier wars or skirmishes in what became called the
“Mourning Wars.” Acceptable outcomes of war could take several forms:
killing the enemy, taking captives, and taking trophies of some sorts, often
in the form of beheadings and/or scalping, a practice that may have been
introduced to the region by the French. Captives would be taken back to the
victors’ town, where they would be handed over to the women who had lost
family members to war. These women led the torture of the captured, which
often lasted for many hours or even days. The torture was quite brutal,;
prisoners were cut, beaten, mutilated, and burned. Ultimately, one of two
fates awaited the prisoners. Either they would be tortured to death, or the
women might decide that they be adopted by one of the families who had
lost men to war. The captive who withstood the torture by showing strength,
singing his death song so as to have a good death, would be held in high
esteem and sometimes spared. Occasionally, the torturers would consume
the flesh of these tortured after their deaths. This might have been a means
of ingesting the strength of the enemy; some have suggested that the torture
and sacrifice of prisoners was a way to maintain cosmic order through the
ceremonies of warfare, torture, and sacrifice.
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1.4.4 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

During the Pre-contact Era (1000-1492 CE), more than 500
identifiable groups emerged in North America. Although tremendously
diverse, the groups within each region of the continent shared many
commonalities. Similarities included subsistence strategies, kinship
relations, political structure, and material culture.

Peoples in the Pacific Northeast supported themselves largely
through hunting, gathering, and fishing, relying most heavily on
salmon fishing. The Pacific Northwest region was densely populated
and culturally diverse because of the rich natural resources that allowed
for a high “carrying capacity” of the land. Most groups lived in large,
permanent towns in the winter; these towns formed the basis of many
group’s political structure. Society in Pacific Northwest groups was
generally highly stratified. The practice of potlatch helped to maintain
and reinforce this complex hierarchical structure.

The reintroduction of the horse to North America at European
contact transformed the culture of many Plains peoples. Groups
quickly adopted use of the horse in following and hunting the great
bison herds, and many groups transformed from farmers to nomadic
hunter/gatherers. Plains groups were led by chiefs and councils, with
most having a war chief and a peace chief. Religious systems in the
Plains region were often characterized by the centrality of the bison
as an important figure and by the Sun Dance or other world renewal
rituals as important ceremonies.

The peoples of the Northeast were both agriculturalists and hunter/
gatherers. Many towns organized themselves into tribes or nations;
some tribes further formed political confederacies of affiliated nations.
An important example of such a confederacy is the Iroquois. Warfare
played an important role in the Northeast, as it was the main way of
gaining power and prestige. Revenge based warfare ensured a cycle
of war as each group sought to avenge those killed in earlier wars or
skirmishes in what became called the “Mourning Wars.”

Test Yourself
1. The Mourning Wars were associated with what region?
a. The Northeast
b. California
c. The Plains
d. The Pacific Northwest



2. The practice of potlatch is associated with what region?
a. The Northeast
b. The Southwest
c. The Plains
d. The Pacific Northwest

3. Plains groups transformed from agriculturalists to nomadic
hunter/gatherers in part because of

a. the death of the bison herds.

b. the reintroduction of the horse to North America.

c. a 100 year drought.

d. the European introduction of bison to North America.

Click here to see answers
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1.5 Conclusion

Prehistoric North America was home to a numerous and diverse array of
peoples, languages, religions, and cultures. Scientific origin theories such
as the Bering Land Bridge and the Solutrean hypothesis suggest that the
ancestors of these groups arrived in the Western hemisphere at least 14,000
yearsago. Theorigin stories of most of the groups take another view, stressing
the intimate relationship between “the people” and the land they lived in;
many origin stories state that the land was created exclusively for the group.
The earliest groups in the Americas are referred to as Paleo-Indians. Clovis
points are one of the most important and closely identified artifacts with the
Paleo-Indian era. Changes in the global climate helped to bring the Paleo-
Indian period to an end. The death of the megafauna meant that humans
had to find new means of subsistence. The Archaic and Woodland periods,
the archaeological periods following the Paleo-Indian, are characterized by
the development of plant domestication and the beginnings of organized
agricultural activities. Many of the groups of North America became
agriculturalists, relying primarily on the Mesoamerican triad of corn, beans,
and squash. The surplus of food from agriculture enabled the development
of complex towns and cities such as the Mississippian Cahokia settlement.
Regional geography also played a role in shaping groups; for instance,
groups on the Plains came to be characterized by relying on the buffalo as a
main source of food and resources for subsistence.

The Native American world that Europeans contacted after 1492 was
complex, highly developed, and rich in oral history. The period of contact
between Europeans and hundreds of native groups played an important
role in shaping American colonies and nations, the United States among
them. From the very beginning, Indians played a pivotal role in shaping the
future of the nation.

1.6 CRITICAL THINKING EXERCISES

 What was the relationship between economic trade and political
and social development in societies such as the Mississippian and
Anasazi? What kinds of development does trade encourage?

e How are religion, politics, and social formation connected in
groups such as the Cheyenne and Iroquois? Are there any kinds of
discernible patterns? What are the ties between religion, politics,
and social formation in our society?
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Agricultural Revolution
Anasazi (Ancient Puebloans)
Atlatl

Bering Land Bridge
Buffalo Jump

Cahokia

Clan

Clovis

Coastal Migration Theory
Counting Coup

Kachina

Kiva

Matrilineal

Medicine Bundle
Megafauna
Mesoamerican Triad

e <

Mississippians
Monk’s Mound
Monte Verde Site
Mourning Wars
Origin Story
Paleo-Indian
Potlatch

Poverty Point
Pre-contact Era
Solutrean Hypothesis

Southeastern Ceremonial
Complex

Sun Dance
Vero Man Site
Woodland Period
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1.8 CHRONOLOGY

The following chronology is a list of important dates and events associated

with this chapter.

Date

Event

14,800-13,800 BCE

Monte Verde site, Chile

14,000-10,000 BP

Bering land bridge migration

12,000-8,000 BCE

Paleo-Indian period

12,000-14,000 BP

Vero Man site

8,000-1,000 BCE

Archaic Period

1,000 BCE-1,000 CE

Woodland Period

10,000-5,500 BP

Domestication of the Mesoamerican triad

500-1400 CE

Mississippian culture

700-1300 CE

Anasazi culture

1000-1492 CE

Pre-Contact era
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ANSWER KEY FOR CHAPTER ONE: UNITED STATES
HISTORY BEFORE COLUMBUS

Check your answers to the questions in the Before You Move On Sections for this
chapter. You can click on the questions to take you back to the chapter section.

Correct answers are BOLDED

Section 1.2.3 -p. 7
1. Origin stories
a. explain where a group came from
b. explain a group’s place in the world and their relationship with it
c. promotes a common cultural identity
d. ALL OF THE ABOVE

2. Clovis points are most closely identified with which migration theory?
a. BERING LAND BRIDGE THEORY
b. Coastal Migration Theory
c. Solutrean Hypothesis
d. European origin

Section 1.3.4 - p. 17
1. The Paleo-Indian era is most strongly associated with what type of artifact?
a. Ceramic pottery
b. The atlatl
c. CLOVIS POINT
d. Basketry

2. The Mississippian culture is known for
a. the kiva as the center of religious worship.
b. MOUNDBUILDING.
c. a tradition in whaling.
d. hunting megafauna.

3. The region of the present-day Southeastern United States was likely one of the
world’s independent centers for plant domestication.
a. TRUE
b. False

4. The are ancestors of today’s modern Pueblo peoples, and their cultures share
much in common.
a. Mississippians
b. Clovis peoples
c. Vero Man peoples
d. ANASAZI

Section 1.4.4 - p. 22
1. The Mourning Wars were associated with what region?
a. THE NORTHEAST
b. California
c. The Plains
d. The Pacific Northwest

2. The practice of potlatch is associated with what region?
a. The Northeast
b. The Southwest
c. The Plains
d. THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
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3. Plains groups transformed from agriculturalists to nomadic hunter/gatherers in part
because of
a. the death of the bison herds.
b. THE REINTRODUCTION OF THE HORSE TO NORTH AMERICA.
c. a 100 year drought.
d. the European introduction of bison to North America.
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Chapter Two: The Global Context: Asia, Europe, and

Africa in the Early Modern Era

2.1 INTRODUCTION

The period before European contact with the Americas marked the
beginning of globalization. During this time, the world became, in a sense,
both larger and smaller. Voyages of exploration captured the immensity of
the earth in maps, images, and the writings of travelers; simultaneously,
emerging webs of connection between regions and peoples brought the
world closer together. Thus, we often refer to this period as the “early
modern era.” For the first time, we see the emergence of a world that bears
great similarity to ours of the twenty-first century, a world interconnected
through trade, politics, culture, and religion. China took the lead in oceanic
exploration in the early fifteenth century, but by mid-century leaders
stopped seeking overseas markets. They preferred to let the trade come to
them. Chinese efforts gave way to the much more aggressive Portugal and
Spain who competed for control of the Atlantic in the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries. Both countries had engaged in overland trade with the Islamic
world in the Middle Ages and hoped to find alternatives to the land routes
used to conduct business with the Indies. Meanwhile, England and France
largely ignored the trend of oceanic exploration in the sixteenth century.
While their leaders witnessed the success the Portuguese and Spanish
had, internal problems blunted their ability to sponsor expeditions. As
the European nations expanded their presence in the Atlantic Ocean, they
also drew many African kingdoms into their global web. The European
exploration of the early sixteenth century set the stage for later colonization
in the Americas.

2.1.1 Learning Outcomes

After completing this chapter, you should be able to:

« Analyze the roles the emergence of a more powerful monarchy and religious
changes played in the development of England and France in the Age of
Discovery.

» Compare the goals and outcomes of early Chinese and Iberian voyages during
this era.

* Evaluate the development of early globalization through exploration and
trade.

 Analyze the connections between new technologies and the growth of the Age
of Discovery.

 Evaluate the role of Africa in the period before contact.
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2.2 EUROPE IN THE AGE OF DISCOVERY: PORTUGAL
AND SPAIN

Spain and Portugal led the European Age of Discovery, an era lasting
from roughly 1450-1750, in technological advances, exploration, and
colonization. Perhaps unsurprisingly, they emerged as leaders in this age;
after all, the Iberian Peninsula protrudes out from Europe into the Atlantic
Ocean, and rivers and harbors provided an ideal environment for sea trade
as well as nurturing the art of boat building. Both countries had been
incorporated into the Islamic world during much of the Middle Ages and
emerged as newly reformulated kingdoms in the period leading into the Age
of Discovery. Each sought to push forth from their geographic boundaries
and, in so doing, enrich their kingdoms through exploration and trade.

2.2.1 Portugal Initiates the Age of Discovery

Portugal emerged as a nation in 1128 after the Battle of SGo Mamede
with the defeat of the Moors, which is the Iberian name for the Muslims
who invaded and controlled parts of the Iberian Peninsula from around
711 to 1492. After the re-conquest or Reconquista of Portugal was finalized
in 1250 with the conquest of the south, Portugal began a period of great
development in navigation. Instruments such as the compass and the
astrolabe, which were Chinese and Arabian inventions respectively, allowed
the Portuguese to successfully navigate the open sea above and below the
equator. Improvements in cartography produced maps that were much
more accurate than those of the Middle Ages. The Portuguese also developed
the caravel, a ship with triangular sails and a square rig. A light, agile ship,
the caravel could carry a large cargo with a small crew. Together, these
advances allowed the Portuguese to begin establishing a maritime empire.

Under the sponsorship of Prince
Henry the Navigator, Portugal began
exploring the coast of Africa in order
to trade and extend Christianity.
Prince Henry the Navigator was the
third son of John I, king of Portugal.
He was called “the Navigator” because
of his support of navigational studies
in Portugal, where he established a
school for it.
Figure 2.1 Caravel Boa Esperancga of
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spice trade, including items such as cloves, pepper, and ginger. The spice
trade, Europeans knew, originated somewhere in Asia and made its way
through India before entering the hands of Muslim traders, who brought
the product to European markets. Trade with Asia in spices would not
only enrich the nation that established contact, but also would weaken the
Muslim world and strengthen the Christian world by diverting the overland
spice trade to a European sea trade. This promise of great wealth and sense
of religious completion drove the Portuguese to explore the coast of Africa
in search of a route to India. The same ideas motivated Columbus to seek a
route to Asia and the spice trade by sailing west.

The Portuguese established trade networks along the coast of West Africa,
trading for gold and, by 1441, for slaves. To facilitate trade, Portuguese
captains negotiated relationships with African kingdoms and leaders in
port cities, exchanging gifts and goods to secure permission to trade. They
established stone fortresses known as feitorias, or factories, that served as
trading posts and as holding areas for slaves. In later years, other nations
such as the Dutch, Spanish, and British followed this pattern as the Trans-
Atlantic slave trade emerged, driven by labor-intensive crops such as sugar,
rice, and cotton.

The Portuguese explored the coast of Africa not only for profit and
religious purpose, but also in search of the mythical kingdom of Prester
John. The myth of Prester John emerged in Europe sometime in the twelfth
century. Prester John was said to be a Christian monarch somewhere in the
Orient—possibly India or Africa—that ruled in the midst of Muslims. Some
said he was a descendant of one of the Three Magi; others claimed that the
Fountain of Youth was to be found in his kingdom. In any case, Europeans
viewed Prester John as a possible ally against the encroachment of Islam
and as a powerful Christian figure in the Muslim world. In the late 1400s,
Portugal sent ships in search of Prester John; eventually, a Portuguese
captain made contact with the African Christian kingdom of Ethiopia. The
Portuguese concluded that the Ethiopian monarch was in fact Prester John,
even though such a figure would have been several hundred years old by
1500.

Portuguese exploration continued through the end of the fifteenth century.
One of the most significant moments came in 1487, when Bartholomew Diaz
rounded the Cape of Good Hope at the tip of Africa. A decade later, Vasco
da Gama reached the subcontinent of India. This moment was particularly
significant, for it marked the Portuguese entry into the lucrative spice trade
which, until this time, had been dominated by Muslim traders. From India,
the Portuguese continued east, following the spice trade to the so-called Spice
Islands, today a part of Indonesia. In 1511, Admiral Alfonso de Albuquerque
conquered the city and Strait of Malacca, which controlled all sea trade
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between China and India. This capture provided the Portuguese with a port
of call at the heart of the spice trade while simultaneously breaking the Arab
spice trade network. The conquest of Malacca marked the beginning of a
period of great wealth, power, and prosperity for Portugal.

Columbus’s 1492 voyage of discovery brought a new sense of competition
to the race for the spice trade. In 1494, the Treaty of Tordesillas was
negotiated and signed to preserve order and to effectively divide the world’s
trade routes into spheres of influence. The treaty imagined a line about
halfway between the Portuguese-held Cape Verde islands off the coast of
Africa and the islands discovered by Columbus, namely Hispaniola and
Cuba. Lands and routes to the east belonged to Portugal; lands and routes
to the west, to Spain.

2.2.2 The Spanish in the Age of Discovery

While 1492 is best known for Christopher Columbus’s voyage to the New
World, the year was also significant to the Spanish for reasons other than
Columbus’s “discovery.” First and foremost, 1492 marked the end of the
long Reconquista of the Spanish peninsula with Ferdinand and Isabella’s
conquest of Grenada, the last area to be held by Muslims. To consolidate
their victory and to begin the process of “purifying” their kingdoms, the
monarchs issued orders for all Jews and Muslims to make a choice: convert
to Christianity or leave Spain. For many of the Spanish, the Reconquista
had been as much a religious as a military re-conquest of the land. The
Roman Catholic Church viewed the Spanish Reconquista as a great victory
for Christianity; the pope marked the event by granting the monarchs the
Patronado Real, which gave them powers to oversee the operation of the
Church within their realm. The idea of religious conquest and the power of
the Spanish monarch to oversee representatives of the Church in later years
would play an important role in the New World as the Crown sent thousands
of monks to convert Indians to Christianity. Proselytization was of course
part of the Christian doctrine, and as good Catholics, the monarchs felt it
their duty to convert the natives. Moreover, the Spanish had revisited their
identity as Spaniards and as Christians in the wake of hundreds of years of
Muslim rule and the Reconquista. The newly reformed Spanish identity was
unquestionably Christian, and all subjects of the Crown were to belong to
the Catholic fold. Thus, the religious conquest would be brought to the New
World along with the military conquest.

For Spain, Columbus’s voyage joined with the excitement of defeating
the Muslims at Grenada. Isabella, Queen of Castile, agreed to support
Columbus’s enterprise in the hope of great gains for God and Castile. She
promised him a title of nobility and 10 percent of the gold, silver, spices,



CHAPTER TWO: THE GLOBAL CONTEXT

and other valuables he obtained if he were successful. Columbus sailed
in September of 1492 with three ships, fewer than ninety men, a year’s
provisions, and a fundamental misunderstanding of the size of the earth.
Scholars all over Europe argued that Columbus grossly underestimated
the distance to Asia. This, along with Columbus’s egotistical demeanor
and demands for great personal rewards from his expedition, ensured that
Columbus failed to enlist other potential backers to finance the voyage.

On October 12, 1492, Columbus and his men sighted an island in the
chain later named the Bahamas. Further exploration revealed Hispaniola
and Cuba, the two largest islands in the Greater Antilles of the Caribbean.
He established a settlement called La Navidad and left thirty-nine men
to secure it. Columbus returned to Spain in 1493, convinced that he had
reached Asia. He described a tropical paradise and brought back enough
gold and valuables to secure permission for a second voyage.

The Caribbean quickly became the base for further Spanish exploration of
the region. Within twenty-five years, European explorers and cartographers
had sketched a remarkably accurate outline of the Caribbean and the eastern
coasts of North, South, and Central America. For a time, Columbus himself
served as Governor of the Indies, the name used by the Spanish for the
Americas. He was accused of harsh rule and mistreatment of the colonists,
who called him “the tyrant of the Caribbean.” Columbus was arrested and
returned to Spain in chains, where he was stripped of his titles and office for
misrule.

Columbus went to his grave believing that his voyages had taken
him to Asia. Others, however, argued that he had reached a previously
unknown land mass, a so-called “New World.” While the Spanish were
busy establishing themselves in the Caribbean, Vasco da Gama had made
contact with India and thus had “won” the race to tap into the spice trade.
Columbus’s mathematical errors and fundamental misunderstanding were
confirmed in late 1520, when Ferdinand Magellan’s fleet entered the Pacific
Ocean. Magellan had been commissioned by the Spanish Crown to seek a
trade route to Asia; however, what his voyage revealed was the immensity of
South America and the Pacific Ocean. Although Magellan died mid-voyage,
his fleet became the first to successfully circumnavigate the globe, returning
to Spain in 1525. The voyage took an incredible toll on the fleet; of the
original 237 men and five ships, only one ship and eighteen men survived.

The legacy of circumnavigation of the globe revealed itself politically,
economically, and scientifically. The Treaty of Tordesillas had established
that the world was to be divided into two zones of influence; this agreement
lacked the exact divide between Portuguese and Spanish territory in the
east. Since the Spanish fleet reached Asia and the Moluccas, or the Spice
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Islands, they claimed that the Portuguese were violating their territory, thus
bringing the two nations once more into conflict. The matter was resolved
in 1529 with the Treaty of Zaragoza, which gave the Moluccas to Portugal
and the Philippines to Spain. Although Spain was disappointed not to have
gained the Spice Islands, the Philippines quickly became an important base
of Spanish operations for Asian trade. They obtained particular importance
after Spain established mining operations in the colonies of New Spain and
Peru, when silver became the basis for great wealth.

Scientifically, Magellan’s voyage revealed the exact size of the earth’s
diameter. It also established the need for an International Date Line.
Although the mariners kept strict track of dates over the voyage in a logbook,
they found upon their return to Europe that they were one day behind the
calendar. They had, in effect, lost a day while traveling westward, counter to
the earth’s rotation.

2.2.3 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

Portugal was one of the leaders of the European Age of Discovery.
The Portuguese were able successfully to navigate the open sea because
of the compass, the astrolabe, and the caravel. Under the sponsorship
of Prince Henry the Navigator, the Portuguese explored the coast of
Africaand later established trading posts up and down the coast of West
Africa. The Portuguese also established trading ports in India and, after
the conquest of Malacca, in the Spice Islands. Portugal’s entry into the
Indian Ocean marked the beginning of a powerful sea empire.

The Spanishfollowed Portugal’slead after completing the Reconquista
and sponsoring Columbus’s 1492 voyage. Like the Portuguese,
Columbus’s goal had been to reach Asia to tap into the lucrative spice
trade. Columbus instead reached a “New World,” and the Spanish found
themselves exploring vast new lands. Competition between Portugal
and Spain was alleviated with the Treaty of Tordesillas, which divided
the earth into two zones of influence. However, competition was reborn
when the Spanish circumnavigated the globe in 1520-1525. The Treaty
of Zaragosa established the antemeridian of the Treaty of Tordesillas,
effectively extending the dividing line into the eastern half of the globe
and completing the separation of the zones of influence.
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Test Yourself
1. What important event(s) took place in 1492?
a. Columbus’s first voyage to the New World
b. the expulsion of the Jews and Muslims from Spain
c. the end of the Reconquista
d. All of the above
e.AandC

2. enabled the Portuguese to enter the spice trade.
a. Rounding the Cape of Good Hope
b. The conquest of Malacca
c. The discovery of the New World
d. Making contact with Prester John
e. The conquest of Goa

3. True/False: For the Spanish, reconquering the Iberian Peninsula
was a military and religious action.

a. True
b. False

4. The mythical king Prester John was important to the Portuguese
because

a. he controlled the spice trade

b. he would be an ally to the Spanish in reconquering the Iberian
Peninsula

c. he was a Christian king in an area dominated by Muslims
d. he could direct them in how to cross the Indian Ocean

5. The Treaty of Tordesillas and the worked in tandem to
establish zones of influence for Portuguese and Spanish trade.

a. Treaty of Nanking
b. Treaty of Molucca
c. Treaty of Zaragoza
d. Treaty of Goa

Click here to see answers
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2.3 ASIA IN THE AGE OF DISCOVERY: CHINESE
EXPANSION DURING THE MING DYNASTY

By the time Prince Henry, called “the Navigator,” third son of John | of
Portugal, established a school for navigational studies at Sagres, Portugal
in the third decade of the fifteenth century (around 1433), the Chinese had
been engaged in navigational exploration under the Ming Dynasty for more
than thirty years. In 1369 the last of the Mongol invaders, who had controlled
China since 1294, was defeated by the founder of the Ming Dynasty, Zhu
Yuanzhang. Zhu chose the name “Ming” or “bright” for his dynasty rather
than his family name, Zhu, which means “pig” and called himself “Hong
Wu,” which translates to “vast military.™

Hong Wu ruled China from 1368 to 1398, during which time he
concentrated on defeating and controlling the last of the Mongols (they
were driven out in 1420), expanding the military, and ruling over a diverse
kingdom of Confucians, Muslims, and Christians. During the Ming dynasty,
the Chinese expanded their rule into Mongolia and Central Asia, and for a
brief time, Vietham.? When Hong Wu died, the throne passed to his son,
Shu Di, who took the name Yung Lo; he is also called the Yongle Emperor.
Yung Lo had spent much of his youth undertaking expeditions against the
remaining Mongol strongholds, and, when he became emperor, continued
Chinese expansion, assisted by the Muslim eunuch, Zheng He, or Cheng
Ho. After moving the capital city of his empire to Beijing, he constructed
a new, splendid palace, the Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven, and
an impressive observatory. The construction of the Forbidden City took
fourteen years to complete and employed 100,000 artisans and one million
workers. Yung Lo also began dredging and reconstructing the Grand Canal.
In 1417, the Emperor left Nanking for the last time, moving to his new capital
city. The Court officially established itself there in 1421.3

Not only was Yung Lo intent on creating a splendid new capital city for his
empire, he also wanted to expand China’s military and economic control into
the areas surrounding the Indian Ocean. Malacca, the third largest state in
Malaysia, had become the center of a thriving Indian Ocean trading network
in which porcelains, silks, and camphor from China, pepper, cloves, and
other spices from the Moluccas, and cotton from India came into the port
of Malacca. Yung Lo saw in this area an opportunity for Chinese expansion,
and shortly after he became Emperor he chose Zheng He to lead a series
of naval voyages from China into the Indian Ocean. Dispute exists among
historians about his motivation in this endeavor. Historian John K. Fairbank
maintains that “these official expeditions were not voyages of exploration in
the Vasco da Gama or Columbian sense. They followed established routes of
Arab and Chinese trade in the seas east of Africa.”™
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On the other hand, some historians of the twenty-first century have been
influenced by the theories of Historian Gavin Menzies, whose best seller,
1421: The Year China Discovered America, contends that the Chinese did
indeed go well beyond the familiar trade routes, not only rounding the
Cape of Good Hope, but also traveling to Australia and Central and South
America. Menzies supports his theory with the diaries of fifteenth century
Portuguese and Spanish conquistadors who encountered “Chinese people”
when they arrived in the Americas, as well as with archaeological evidence,
such as remains of the familiar blue and white Ming porcelain along the
western coast of-South America. Menzies believes that Yung Lo’s purpose
was two-fold: “to sail the oceans of the world and chart them” in order to
inspire awe in the countries of the world and to bring them “under China’s
tribute system.”

Although the theories of Menzies have created interest among historians,
most scholars hold the view that the Chinese were mainly seeking new
tributary nations, generally agreeing with Anatole Andro who comments in
The 1421 Heresy that, though Menzies’s theories are compelling, additional
concrete evidence is needed before his contentions can be accepted as fact.

Whatever his motivation, Yung Lo did in fact commission the construction
of a grand fleet. According to Andro Anatole, “The Ming maritime voyages
were set in motion the very moment [Yung Lo] ascended the throne.
Although the first ships did not set sail until 1405, more than two years
into the new reign, preparations for the voyages were underway from day
one.”® He points out that the project was immense and complicated. Raw
materials were not readily available and many were “procured from distant
districts.” Artisans came from all parts of the empire, and Zheng He himself
had to be trained in navigational methods and cartography, or map reading.

One shipyard near Nanking alone
built 2,000 vessels, including almost
a hundred large treasure ships. The
latter were approximately 400 feet
long and almost 200 feet wide.
Dragon eyes were carved on the
prows to scare away evil spirits.’
Anatole reminds us that “The
large Chinese ships, majestic and
impressive, and more than enough
to fill with awe a COU.l'ltI'y Of lesser Figure 2.2 Zheng He’s Ships | A comparison
stature than the mighty Ming, were  owe fow Zheng He's treasure ships dwarfed
first and foremost built for military , ..o Lars plougmann

18 S . Flick
personnel transport. Source: ek a0
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In addition to these large ships were junks belonging to merchants that
were, in turn, protected by warships. As the Chinese flotilla progressed,
the ships of other nations joined it, in order to secure the protection of the
armada’s war ships. By the time the armada reached India, seeking such
spices as pepper, salt, ginger, and cinnamon, there were 800 ships in the
flotilla. According to Fairbank, the armada of 1405-1407 set out with 317
ships. Of these, 62 were treasure ships. In comparison, the famous Spanish
Armada that sailed against England in 1588 was made up of only 137 ships.®

Zheng He made seven voyages between 1405 and 1433, and, according
to historian Louise Levathes’s When China Ruled the Seas: the Treasure
Fleet of the Dragon Throne, Yung Lo probably had in mind the expansion of
the tributary system and the acquisition of information about distant lands
and rare plants and animals. She comments that Zheng He went as far west
as Egypt in order to gather herbs that might be used to fight a smallpox
outbreak that plagued China.°

Although the Chinese were interested in the products of other cultures,
and though Zheng He brought to China an Arab book on medical remedies,
a giraffe, and “300 virgins,” Yung Lo’s successor, Zhu Zhaniji, decided in
1433 to disband this naval effort and “never again were the expeditions
resumed.” Several possibilities explain this occurrence: the Chinese found
nothing in the cultures visited that they could not obtain through trade; after
Zheng He’s death, no admiral rose to his stature as a sailor; or, according
to Fairbank, “anti-commercialism and xenophobia won out.”** Whatever
the reason, the Chinese armada was allowed to fall into disrepair, service

Figure 2.3 Zheng He’'s Seventh Expedition | This Map shows the route of the seventh voyage of
Zheng He’'s fleet, 1431-1433.

Author: Vmenkov Menkov
Source: Wikimedia Commons
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personnel were placed elsewhere, and a minister of war, Kiu Daxia, burned
the navigational charts. Interestingly, the Chinese did not follow up on these
voyages of trade and/or exploration, even though they were the inventors of
gunpowder and the cannon, instruments necessary for European expansion
as they struck out to find an all-water route to India.

What remains is this question: why did the Chinese take this approach,
becoming in essence isolationists? Menzies suggests that superstition got
the best of the culture as a series of natural disasters portended future
catastrophe.’? Historian Ray Huang blames it on the extravagances of
Yung Lo, and Fairbank, on Neo-Confucian prejudice against expansion.®
Historian L. Carrington Goodrich concedes that “the expeditions ceased
as suddenly as they began, again for reasons only guessed at,” though the
expense and the “spirit of isolationism” that “penetrated the Court” were
certainly factors.* Most scholars concede that, while various explanations
exist, the “abrupt discontinuance” of China’s outreach remains “one of
the most fascinating enigmas in the history of the culture.”*® Whatever
the reason, the Chinese did reap the benefits of expanded tribute, and the
Chinese people participated in a “vast immigration” into Southeast Asia,
taking with them Chinese knowledge and culture.®

2.3.1 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

The establishment of the Ming Dynasty in China in 1439 brought
an end to Mongol rule and began a new era. The Forbidden City, the
seat of Chinese rule in the following centuries and a lasting symbol of
Chinese power, was built during this period. It was during this time also
that the Chinese first undertook substantial oceanic voyages, far earlier
than their European counterparts. Zheng He’s massive fleet dwarfed
European expeditions of the era, both in the number and the size of
ships. The armadas explored much of the Indian Ocean region, as far
as Africa, mapping, charting, trading, and incorporating a great part of
the region into a Chinese tributary system. Although a few historians
have suggested that Zheng He’s fleet sailed as far as Australia and the
Americas, compelling documentary evidence for this is lacking.

When the Ming Emperor Yung Lo died, Chinese participation in
naval expansion died with him. The succeeding emperors did not follow
up on the voyages of the early fifteenth century, and by the end of the
century had begun a policy that would typify Chinese attitudes toward
trade with overseas cultures: if foreign powers wanted to trade with
China, they could bring their goods to her shores, in their own ships.
And eventually, even this trade was limited to the port of Canton only.
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Test Yourself
1. Zheng He’s goals for exploring the Indian Ocean included

a. exploring and mapping the region.

b. establishing trade with port cities.

c. incorporating new areas into the Chinese tribute system.
d. all of the above.

e. none of the above.

2. One possible reason for Zhu Zanji’s decision to end the voyages of
Zheng He was

a. a spirit of isolationism in the Chinese court under Zhu Zanji.
b. to save money and avoid the expense of the voyages.

c.toend competition with the French, who were entering the Indian
Ocean trade.

d. A and B.
e. all of the above.

Click here to see answers

2.4 EUROPE IN THE AGE OF DISCOVERY: ENGLAND
AND FRANCE

In the period before contact with the Americas, England and France, as
they appear on the map today, had only recently taken shape. For much
of the Middle Ages, both regions faced invasions by Germanic tribes
(sometimes called the barbarians) from northern and central Europe. When
those invasions ended, monarchs in England and France worked diligently
to consolidate their power, between the twelfth century and the fifteenth
century, which in turn led them to consider New World exploration and
colonization. However, they lagged behind the Portuguese, the Spanish,
and the Dutch because of the almost constant state of war between the two
countries as well as the emergence of the Protestant Reformation in the
early sixteenth century.

2.4.1 England and France at War

During the reign of Henry Il of England (r. 1154-1189) and Phillip 11 of
France (r. 1180-1223), the history of England and France became closely
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linked. The two countries fought for control over Normandy, a region in
northern France directly across the channel from England. Henry’s son,
John, lost control of the province in 1204.* For the remainder of his reign,
John tried to regain the lost territory. His actions upset the English nobility,
who objected to his less-than-scrupulous means to finance the war, which
included raising court fees and inheritance taxes beyond what most people
could pay and selling government appointments. Several northern barons
led a rebellion against the king that quickly spread to the rest of the country.
In 1215, after several months of negotiations, John agreed to address the
nobility’s demands. The resulting Magna Carta tackled specific grievances
and suggested that all English citizens, including the king, lived under the
rule of law. Future generations of Englishmen based their concept of justice
and liberty on the principles of the Magna Carta.’® Political differences
between England and France continued through the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries at a time when Europe also faced famine and disease.

While the Black Death (the plague) ravaged Europe in the fourteenth
century, England and France descended into the Hundred Years’ War
(1337-1453) which was fought over who would succeed the childless Charles
IV of France after he died in 1328. The lengthy war had a significant political
impact for both sides. In England, it strengthened Parliament’s role. Edward
11 (r. 1312-1377) and his successors had to call Parliament into session more
frequently to raise funds to fight the French. As these meetings occurred,
the House of Lords and the House of Commons began to take shape. After
the war, the English began to see a representative government as the most
enlightened form of government in the world. A corresponding national
assembly did not appear in France because Phillip VI (r. 1328-1350) and his
successors considered it repugnant. While the French people began to form
a common identity because of the war, the nation’s regional assemblies did
not want to give up their power. Therefore, the French built their national
government on a strong monarchy.*®

The Hundred Years’ War also brought on a period of domestic strife in
England as the Duke of York and the Duke of Lancaster fought to control the
young Henry VI who ascended to the throne in 1422. The War of the Roses
finally ended when Henry Tudor defeated his rival in 1485. In the Tudor
dynasty, the monarchy became the main political force in England. Henry
VII (r. 1485-1508) preferred to rely on a royal council composed mostly of
men from the middle class instead of on Parliament. He used diplomacy, not
war, to smooth over problems with other nations. Therefore, he did not have
to call Parliament into session to secure funds for his ventures. His actions
undercut the influence of the English aristocracy. Henry VII's governing
council also dealt with recalcitrant nobles by using the Star Chamber, which
was a judicial body that undermined traditions of English common law, and
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by promoting the interests of the middle class. In the Tudor dynasty, the
monarchy became the main political force in England.?°

During Henry VII’s reign, England made its first foray into overseas
exploration. In May 1497, the king allowed John Cabot, a Venetian mariner
living in London, to sail under the English flag in an attempt find a northern
route to Asia. Cabot reached land, what he called Newfoundland, in June and
claimed it on behalf of Henry VII. He made a second voyage in 1498, funded
in part by the king because he expected to reap the financial rewards of the
journey. However, after Cabot’s death, his crew, led by his son Sebastian,
failed to find any precious metals, so Henry VII lost interest in overseas
exploration. Though Spain and Portugal began the process of colonization,
England found itself in the midst of a political and a religious crisis for much
of the sixteenth century. Events at home took precedence over any further
state-sponsored oceanic voyages. However, Cabot’s voyages gave England
claim to the North American mainland when the English began to think
about colonization in the New World.%

2.4.2 Religion and Politics in the Sixteenth Century

Throughmostofthemedieval period, secularleadersinEnglandandFrance
had relied on a connection to the Roman Catholic Church to underscore
their legitimacy. By the early sixteenth century, however, the church had
come under fire. The intellectual currents of the Renaissance played a role
in this change, but so too did the practices of the church, including clerical
immorality, clerical ignorance, and clerical absenteeism. The church’s
failings led Martin Luther to touch off the Protestant Reformation in 1517.
Luther, a Catholic priest in Germany, hoped to prompt a reform movement
within the church when he posted his theses on Wittenberg’s church door.
In his early years, Luther struggled to grapple with the church’s teachings
about salvation, especially the idea that by doing good works, or purchasing
indulgences, people could earn their salvation. Inan effort to force the church
to clarify its teachings on salvation, Luther wrote the ninety-five theses.
He also called into question the authority of the pope. Church authorities
subsequently sent Luther a letter giving him two months to recant his
statements. Luther burned the letter, thus assuring his excommunication
from the church. In spite of the church’s hope that excommunication would
guell the unrest, Protestant sects appeared throughout Europe, including in
England and France. The decision to become Protestant or remain Catholic
in many cases had as much to do with politics as it did with faith.?

The English Reformation began officially when Henry VIII (r. 1509-1549)
asked Pope Clement VII to annul his marriage to Catherine of Aragon.
To marry Catherine, his dead brother’s wife, Henry had had to secure a
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special dispensation from Pope Julius. During the course of their marriage,
Catherine had six children, but only one survived, a daughter named Mary.
Henry convinced himself that marrying his brother’'s wife prevented him
from having a male heir. Henry VIII's request put Clement in a bad situation
because reversing Julius’s decision would suggest papal fallibility. At a
time when the church was already under fire from the Protestants, such a
move would further weaken it. Moreover, Catherine’s nephew, Charles V of
Spain, had recently taken control of Rome, the papal seat of power.2 Thus,
Clement refused Henry’s request. However, Thomas Cranmer, appointed
the archbishop of Canterbury in 1532, harbored Protestant sympathies. He
therefore granted the annulment in spite of the pope’s previous decision. In
1533, Henry VIII married Anne Boleyn; their daughter, Elizabeth, was born
the same year. When that marriage failed to produce a male heir, Henry
tried again with Jane Seymour. She gave birth to Edward, in 1537. After
Jane died in childbirth, Henry went on to have three more wives but no
more children. Meanwhile, Parliament passed a series of succession acts,
which made Edward the rightful heir followed by his older sisters, Mary and
Elizabeth.?*

While Henry VIII's quest to produce a male heir played out, he also moved
to separate England from the Roman Catholic Church. Relying on the
advice of Thomas Cranmer and Thomas Cromwell, Henry decided to break
with the pope, a decision leading Parliament to pass the Act in Restraint of
Appeals and the Act of Submission of the Clergy. The first measure made
the king the head of the Church of England. The second measure required
all priests in England to swear allegiance to the king’s church. Doctrinally
speaking, the Church of England, called the Anglican Church, made few
changes. However, Henry V111 dissolved all the monasteries in England and
confiscated their wealth as a means to build his treasury.?

The fate of Protestantism ebbed and flowed under Henry’s children,
Edward VI (r. 1547-1553), Mary | (r. 1553-1558), and Elizabeth I (r. 1558-
1603). Edward was strongly Protestant and wanted to make significant
changes that would mirror the religious changes on the continent. Mary,
on the other hand, was strongly Catholic. She pushed Parliament to repeal
the legislation that created the Church of England, and she executed
several hundred Protestants. When Elizabeth succeeded Mary, she sought
to achieve a balance between the Protestants and Catholics in England.
Her policies leaned toward Protestantism, but she asked only for outward
conformity from her subjects. The Church of England retained the ceremony
of the Catholic service, but the priests said mass in the vernacular and could
marry.?® Her compromises brought a certain amount of stability to the
country. They also led to the rise of the Puritans in England who would
play an instrumental role in English colonization in the New World in the
seventeenth century.
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The French monarchy had little political reason to turn to Protestantism
in the early sixteenth century. In 1516, Francis | (r. 1515-1547) and Pope
Leo X signed the Concordat of Bologna. It made Catholicism the official
religion of France but also gave the French king the right to appoint church
authorities in his country. Unlike Henry V111, Francis | did not need to break
with Rome to exert his control over the church or its financial resources. In
fact, given the religious stability in the 1520s, Francis looked for possible
ways to catch up with the Spanish in the realm of overseas exploration and
colonization. In 1524, he sponsored a voyage by Giovanni da Verrazzano to
stake a claim in the New World and discover the Northwest Passage. During
his voyage, Verrazano explored the Atlantic coastline from modern-day
South Carolina to New York. A decade later, Francis sponsored two voyages
by Jacques Cartier. While he failed to find a northern route to Asia, Cartier
surveyed the St. Lawrence River and made valuable contacts with the native
population. Nevertheless, the discoveries did not inspire Francis to support
a permanent settlement in Canada at that time.?

The connection between the state and the church established in 1516,
however, did not prevent Protestant sentiments from growing in France
during the tenure of Henry 11 (r. 1547-1559). The weakness of Henry II’'s sons
led to a civil war in France that had religious undertones. Some members of
the French nobility became Protestants in order to show their independence
from the crown. The Catholic-Protestant split in France led to a series of
religious riots, the worst of which occurred on St. Bartholomew’s Day,
August 24, 1572. Shortly after the marriage of Margaret of Valois to Henry
of Navarre, Catholics led by Henry of Guise viciously attacked Protestants in
Paris. After the so-called Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre, three factions
vied for control during the War of the Three Henrys—Henry 111, Henry of
Guise, and Henry of Navarre. A group of Catholic moderates finally ended
the strife when they concluded that domestic tranquility was more important
than religious doctrine. Moreover, the deaths of two of the Henrys left
only the Protestant Henry of Navarre standing. After he ascended to the
throne, Henry IV (r. 1589-1610) joined the Roman Catholic Church. Then,
he issued the Edict of Nantes in 1598, which granted French Protestants,
the Huguenots, the liberty of conscience and the liberty of worship. Henry
IV’s tentative nod to religious toleration brought stability to the country.
Relative peace at home paved the way for future French exploration.?®
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2.4.3 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

During the Middle Ages and the Early Modern Era, England and
France took shape as nation states. When the barbarian invasions
stopped in the twelfth century, English and French rulers sought to
consolidate their control. While they managed to exert greater influence
over their subjects, they also found themselves frequently at odds
with one another and facing religious strife at home as the Protestant
Reformation took hold in Europe. By the late sixteenth century, England
and France, both of which had only flirted with overseas exploration
to that point, had become sovereign states under the rule of strong
monarchies. Thus, as the new century dawned, both seemed posed to
start their colonial ventures and carry their rivalry to the New World.

Test Yourself
1. The principle implied in the Magna Carta (1215) was
a. that democracy would replace monarchy.
b. that the king was above the law.
c. that the people ruled the monarch.
d. that all people, even the king, were subject to the law.

2. Henry VIII's religious reformation in England occurred
a. mostly for political reasons.
b. strictly for economic reasons.
c. mostly for diplomatic reasons.
d. strictly for religious reasons.

Click here to see answers

2.5 AFRICA AT THE OUTSET OF THE AGE OF
DISCOVERY AND THE TRANS-ATLANTIC SLAVE
TRADE

Africa takes a central role in any discussion of increasing globalization
during the Age of Discovery. First, emerging European explorations and
global trade networks began with European contact with and exploration of
Africa. Early Portuguese exploration started trade networks in gold, ivory,
and slaves that invigorated the European economy. Later, trade expanded
to incorporate the Americas, transforming into the Triangle Trade that
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encompassed the Trans-Atlantic slave trade network. In many ways, contact
and trade with Africa created the Atlantic World, the network of connections
that linked the Americas, Europe, and Africa economically, politically,
culturally, religiously, and environmentally. The transformations of the Age
of Discovery began in Africa.

At the beginning of the sixteenth century, Africa was a continent of
tremendous diversity and home to hundreds of cultures, languages, and
political states. Different regions in Africa experienced the changes of the
era in different ways. Western and Central Africa were greatly influenced by
the changes wrought by the slave trade. Southern Africa was the first region
to experience the phenomenon of European migration when the Dutch
established Cape Colony in 1652. Northern and eastern Africa had been
linked to the wider world through trade networks such as the Indian Ocean
and Mediterranean, as well as through the spread of Islam and Christianity.
However, the expansion of Europe through trade and political networks
contested African control over their territory and European participation in
the Indian Ocean trade.

2.5.1 Medieval West Africa: The Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali,
and Songhay

In the mid-fifteenth century, European countries like Portugal and Spain
sought an all-water route to the cultures of the Indian Ocean in order to
enjoy their spices, silks, and cottons without having to pay the exorbitant
rates of the Arab traders who controlled the overland routes; these routes
began in Indonesia and wound their way along the coasts of southeast
Asia and India and then up either the Persian Gulf or the Red Sea toward
the eastern Mediterranean. Monarchs like Prince Henry the Navigator
sponsored fleets along the western coast of Africa, rounding the Cape of
Good Hope and sailing northward toward the Indian Ocean. Africa was not,
however, just a way station on the route to the Indian Ocean; the continent
was invaluable for the goods it contributed to world trade: ivory, tortoise
shells, dried coconut, animal skins, cowrie shells, and porcelain from East
Africa and from West and South Africa, gold, palm oil, and slaves.?

In the centuries before the Age of Discovery, Africa saw the rise to
preeminence of a number of impressive kingdoms: Ghana, Mali, and
Songhay in the west, the city states of the East African coast, and in the
south, Great Zimbabwe. Located in West Africa, Ghana was inhabited by the
Soninke people whose rulerswere called “Ghana.” Most of the territory called
Wagadou by the Soninke was non-arable and thus unfit for agriculture. It
was only the southern region that enjoyed measurable rainfall that enabled
the growth of crops abundant enough to support a population of around
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200,000. Ghana’s monarchy was not unlike those of Europe during the same
century. The king held all power, religious, judicial, military, and political,
although unlike European monarchies, the crown was passed matrilineally
though the eldest sister of the ruling monarch.

Much of what we know about Ghana comes from Al-Bakri, an eleventh
century Spanish Muslim geographer whose Book of Highways and
Kingdoms details the workings of the country. The king and his advisors
were non-Muslims who practiced the animist religion of their ancestors,
though by 1000 CE there was a large Muslim population, and many of the
Ghana'’s advisors were Islamic.®® Al-Bakri explains that the capital city of
Ghana, Koumbi Saleh, consisted of “two towns lying on a plain.” One of these
cities was inhabited by Muslims and “possessed” twelve mosques, while the
other, six miles from the Muslim town, was the “residence of the King;” it
consisted of a “palace and a number of dome-shaped dwellings, all of them
surrounded by a strong enclosure, like a city wall.” The city also contained
one mosque for “the convenience of those Muslims who came on diplomatic
missions.” In the judicial matters, over which the king presided, trial was
by ordeal, not unlike the technique used by medieval European kings. As
was also true of medieval European kingdoms, the monarch controlled
all trade, and the social hierarchy placed the king, his court and Muslim
administrators on the top rung, followed by a merchant class, and below
them farmers, herders, and artisans. There is no doubt as to the wealth of
the rulers of Ghana, as al-Bakri wrote: “When [the king] holds court...he sits
in a pavilion around which stand ten horses wearing golden trappings; at his
right are the sons of the chiefs of the country, splendidly dressed and with
their hair sprinkled with gold.”*

By 1200, the kingdom of
Ghana was in decline as political
disintegration saw the rise of several
petty kingdoms led by warlords.
Eventuallyonepeople,the Mandinka,
asserted themselves over the others
and created a new kingdom, Mali,
built on the foundations of Ghana.
Historians usually point out that
the strength of Mali lay in part in
. Figure 2.4 Great Friday Mosque at Jenne |
the accession to the throne of twoO mansa Musa established control over Jenne, and upon
. . his return from the pilgrimage to Mecca, he brought
pOWGrfUl leaders: Sundiata Keita an Egyptian architect by the name of al-Saheli whom
Mansa Musa paid to create mosques at several
and Mansa Musa. It was through cities; the Friday Prayers Mosque was one of these.
Mansa Musa also built a royal palace (or Madugu)
the efforts and resourcefulness of in Timbuktu. The mosque was completed in the late
. fourteenth/early fifteenth century.
these two men that a strong, vibrant
. Author: United States Department of Agriculture
kingdom was created. Source: USDA.gov
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The founder of Mali, Sundiata Keita (1230-1255), ruled over an empire
that was larger, more agriculturally successful, and wealthier than Ghana.
Technically, Mali was an Islamic state, though its religious practices mixed
Islam and the more traditional African ceremonies; although the leaders
participated in the pilgrimage and ritual prayers, they also followed ancient
pagan practices of eating unclean meat, drinking strong beverages, self-
abasement before the ruler, and “scanty female clothing.”*?> Sundiata chose
Niani as the capital of his empire and before his death had turned the city
into an important trading center and had expanded his empire to include
the trading cities of Gao, Jenne, and Walata.

The expansion of the empire of Mali continued under Sundiata’s
descendent, Mansa Musa (r. 1312-1337); mansa means emperor in the
language of the Mandinka) to include Timbuktu and territory westward
to the shores of the Atlantic Ocean. The empire Mansa Musa created was
twice the size of Ghana and contained about 8,000,000 people. Mansa
Musa was different from Sundiata in that he became a devout Muslim,
though the majority of his subjects did not. Musa is perhaps best known for
his fourteenth century pilgrimage to Mecca (1324-1325) on which he was
accompanied by 500 slaves each carrying a six-pound staff of pure gold and
100 elephants bearing 100 pounds of gold.** He stopped in Egypt for three
months before moving on to Mecca and Medina, during which his visit was
recorded by al-Omari, the Egyptian sultan’s scribe:

This man, Mansa Musa, spread upon Cairo the flood of his generosity: there
was not person, officer of the court or holder of any office of the Sultanate
[of Egypt] who did not receive a sum of gold from him. The people of Cairo
earned incalculable sums from him, whether by buying and selling or by
gifts.>

During Mansa Musa'’s reign, Timbuktu became a center of international
trade and education. The king brought Arab scholars to the city, as well as
architects, astronomers, poets, lawyers, mathematicians, and theologians.
Over one hundred schools and eighteen universities were established (for
men only, of course) for Islamic studies.

The Muslim geographer, Ibn Battuta, visited Mali during the despotic
reign of Mansa Musa’s unpopular brother, Mansa Sulayman, remarking
that in Mali there was “complete security in the land” as the mansa “shows
no mercy to anyone guilty of the least act of [violence].” The inhabitants
were pious Muslims:

Another of their good qualities is their habit of wearing clean white
garments on Fridays. Even if a man has nothing but an old worn shirt, he
washes it and cleans it, and wears it to the Friday service. Yet another is
their zeal for learning the Koran by heart. They put their children in chains
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if they show any backwardness in memorizing it, and they are not set free
until they have it by heart. I visited [the emperor] in his house on the day
of the festival. His children were chained up, so | said to him, ‘Will you not
let them loose?’ He replied, ‘I shall not do so until they learn the Koran by
heart.”s®

He remarks, however, that the practice of nakedness persisted among the
women, which he, as a devout Muslim, looked upon with dismay:

Among their bad qualities [is] the following: The women servants, slave-
girls, and young girls go about in front of everyone naked, without a stitch of
clothing on them. Women go into the sultan’s presence naked and without
coverings, and his daughters also go about naked.*

As was true of other empires in history, the empire of Mali was dependent
on the strength and success of the mansa. When Mansa Musa died, he was
followed by his unpopular and despotic brother, who was in turn followed
by a series of weak rulers whose reigns were short-lived. During this period,
the provinces began to break away and slowly the Mali Empire disintegrated,;
it was followed in the mid-fourteenth century by the third great empire of
West Africa: the Songhay.

The empire of the Songhay people took in the territories that had been
controlled by Ghana and Mali and extended them east and north to become
one of the largest empires in African history. Basing their military success
on armies of mounted horsemen, the Songhay warriors took one Mali
city after another until by the mid-fifteenth century they controlled the
important cities of Timbuktu and Jenna. As was true in Mali, the sources
of income came from tribute, the royal farms, and tariffs on trade. The
exports in greatest demand were similar to those of Mali: gold, ivory, and
slaves. Politically, Songhay was more centralized than Mali, and with every
territory taken, the local kings or chieftains were removed and replaced
by governors appointed by the emperors. A young traveler calling himself
“Leo Africanus” gave his readers an idea as to the wealth of one of the local
governors, who had “many articles of gold and [keeps] a magnificent and
well-furnished court. When he travels anywhere he rides upon a camel
which is led by some of his noblemen...Attending him he has always three
thousand horsemen, and a great number of footmen armed with poisoned
arrows.” Though generally, while the ruling classes were very wealthy, the
majority of the citizens were “very poor.”%
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2.5.2 East and South Africa

By the mid-fifteenth century, the east African coast was dotted with city
states which have left no written records of their history and society. The city
states had served as trading depots as early as the fifth century, and after
the death of Mohammed and the spread of Islam across North Africa, Arab
traders established small cities, whose local peoples (called the “Zanj” by the
Arabs) were ruled by local kings and practiced ancient animistic religions.
As the centuries progressed, more and more Arabs and Indonesians settled
along the coast, creating a culture called “Swahili.” By the early fourteenth
century, Kilwa had become the most important city in the region, whose
culture was described in great detail by Ibn Battuta:

[Kilwa] is a large city on the seacoast, most of whose inhabitants are Zinj
[sic], jet black in colour. They have tattoo marks on their faces. Kilwa is
a very fine and substantially built town, and all its buildings are of wood.
Its inhabitants are constantly engaged in military expeditions, for their
country is contiguous to the heathen Zanj. The sultan at the time of my visit
was Abu’l-Muzaffar Hasan, who was noted for his gifts and generosity. He
used to devote the fifth part of the booty made on his expeditions to pious
and charitable purposes, as is prescribed in the Koran, and | have seen him
give the clothes off his back to a mendicant who asked him for them.®

When the Portuguese made it around the Cape of Good Hope in the
late fifteenth century and encountered the East African coastal societies,
they were amazed at the wealth of these cities. Some of the cities created
manufactures for export, while others focused on natural products like
leopard skins, tortoise shell, ivory, and gold, as well as slaves.

Until the late nineteenth century, the society of South Africa known as
Great Zimbabwe was unknown to the European world; in 1867 a German
explorer named Adam Renders came across ruins that archaeologists
consider the mostimpressive ruins south of the Nile Valley: Great Zimbabwe.
The city was the capital of a vast empire stretching across South Africa by
the first century CE; it continued to thrive as a gold producing area until the
fifteenth century, when due to soil exhaustion it was unable to support its
large population.

2.5.3 The Transatlantic Slave Trade

The Portuguese first traded for African slaves in 1441. They did not create
the slave trade; Africans had held slaves and traded them long before the
Europeans entered the market. African peoples throughout West Africa took
captives in warfare and kept slaves as a means of incorporating foreigners
into the society. African slavery therefore differed greatly from the European
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norms of slavery that became established in the New World. For instance,
slaves in Africa were not property; they retained some rights as a person
and as an individual. The condition of slavery was not inherited; if a slave
had children, then the children were born free. Moreover, the condition of
slavery might not last an entire lifetime but instead a period of years.

The Trans-Atlantic slave trade emerged with the colonization of the
New World. As the need for labor grew, so too did the trade. At first, some
Europeans tried to use force in acquiring slaves, but this method proved
impracticable on any scale. The only workable method was acquiring slaves
through trade with Africans, since they controlled all trade into the interior.
Typically, Europeans were restricted to trading posts, or feitorias, along the
coast. Captives were brought to the feitorias, where they were processed as
cargo rather than as human beings. Slaves were kept imprisoned in small,
crowded rooms, segregated by sex and age, and “fattened up” if they were
deemed too small for transport. They were branded to show what merchant
purchased them, that taxes had been paid, and even that they had been
baptized as a Christian. The high mortality rate of the slave trade began
on the forced march to the feitorias and in a slave’s imprisonment within
them; the mortality rate continued to climb during the second part of the
journey, the Middle Passage.

The Middle Passage, the voyage across the Atlantic from Africa to the
Americas, comprised the middle leg of the Atlantic Triangle Trade network,

Figure 2.5 Atlantic Triangle Trade | The Triangle Trade linked Europe, Africa, and the Americas as part
of a greater Atlantic World.

Author: Jon Chui
Source: Wikimedia Commons
License: CC BY-SA 3.0
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which traded manufactured goods such as beads, mirrors, cloth, and
firearms to Africa for slaves. Slaves were then carried to the Americas, where
their labor would produce items of the last leg of the Triangle Trade such as
sugar, rum, molasses, indigo, cotton, and rice, to name a few. The Middle
Passage itself was a hellish experience. Slaves were segregated by sex, often
stripped naked, chained together, and kept in extremely tight quarters for
up to twenty-three hours a day; as many as 12-13 percent died during this
dehumanizing experience. Although we will likely never know the exact
number of people who were enslaved and brought to the Americas, the
number is certainly larger than ten million.*

2.5.4 The Kingdom of Dahomey

The Age of Discovery brought many changes to West Africa. In some areas,
the slave trade had the effect of breaking down societies. For instance, in the
early nineteenth century the great Yoruba confederation of states began to
break down due to civil wars. Conflicts escalated as participants sold slaves
to acquire European weapons; these weapons were then used to acquire
more slaves, thus creating a vicious cycle. Other groups grew and gained
power because of their role in the slave trade, perhaps the most prominent
being the West African kingdom of Dahomey.

The Kingdom of Dahomey was established in the 1720s. Dahomey was
built on the slave trade; kings used profits from the slave trade to acquire
guns, which in turn were used to expand their kingdom by conquest and
incorporation of smaller kingdoms. Most slaves were acquired either by
trade with the interior or by raids into the north and west into Nigeria;
Dahomey took advantage of the civil wars among the Yoruba to gain access
to a ready source of captives.

European trade agents were kept isolated in the main trade port of
Whydah. Only a privileged few were allowed into the interior of the kingdom
to have an audience with the king; as a result, only a few contemporary
sources describe the kingdom. Like his European counterparts, the king
of Dahomey was an absolute monarch, possessing great power in a highly
centralized state. All trade with Europeans was a royal monopoly, jealously
guarded by the kings. The monarchs never allowed Europeans to deal
directly with the people of the kingdom, keeping all profits for the state, and
allowing this highly militarized state to grow and expand.

Page | 53



CHAPTER TWO: THE GLOBAL CONTEXT

2.5.5 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

On the eve of the sixteenth century, Africa was a continent of
tremendous diversity and home to hundreds of cultures, languages,
and political states. Most of the empires of the past two centuries were
in decline, though the demand for their goods continued and the city
states of East Africa were viable trading depots. The trans-Saharan
trade routes, in place since the earliest years of the Common Era,
still linked East Africa, West Africa, and the Islamic sultanates in the
North. It is not surprising, however, that the various regions in Africa
experienced the changes brought by the Age of Discovery in different
ways. Western and Central Africa were greatly influenced by the slave
trade. The Kingdom of Dahomey provides an example of one of the
ways that African groups were influenced by and participated in both
the Age of Discovery and the Trans-Atlantic slave trade.

The Trans-Atlantic slave trade was the middle portion of the Atlantic
Triangle Trade network. At least ten million Africans were enslaved and
forced to make the Middle Passage across the Atlantic to the New World.
Mortality rates for the Middle Passage averaged around 12-13 percent.

Test Yourself

1. The region of Africa most directly involved in the Trans-Atlantic
slave trade was

a. North Africa
b. West Africa
c. South Africa
d. East Africa

2. True/False: The Middle Passage was a part of the Indian Ocean
trade network.

a. True
b. False

3. Which of the following empires was not in West Africa?
a.Great Zimbabwe
b.Ghana
c.Mali
d.Songhay
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4. Much of what we know about the cultures of East Africa comes
from the writings of:

a. Leo Africanus
b. Sundiata Keita
c. Mansa Musa
d. Ibn Battuta

5. The empire of Mali was created by which of the following?
a. Mansa Musa
b. Sundiata Kieta
c. Mansa Suleyman
d. Leo Africanus

6. ghe Kingdom of Dahomey controlled the slave trade in their region
y
a. refusing to trade with anyone but the Dutch.
b. keeping Europeans confined to the port at Whydah.
c¢. making European merchants trade with only the king and no others.
d.BandC.
e. all of the above.

Click here to see answers
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2.6 Conclusion

The period before contact with the Americas marked the beginning of
globalization. During this era, the world grew ever more interconnected
through trade, politics, culture, and religion. In China, the rise of the Ming
Dynasty in 1439 began a new era. Under the Ming Dynasty, the Forbidden
City, the seat of Chinese rule in the following centuries and a lasting symbol
of Chinese power, was built. The Chinese were the first to undertake
substantial oceanic voyages in the Age of Discovery. Zheng He’s massive
fleet dwarfed European expeditions of the period, both in the numbers and
size of the ships. The armada explored much of the Indian Ocean region
as far as Africa, mapping, charting, trading, and incorporating a great part
of the region into a Chinese tributary system. Although a few historians
have suggested that Zheng He’s fleet voyaged as far as Australia and the
Americas, compelling documentary evidence for this is lacking.

In Europe, under the sponsorship of Prince Henry the Navigator,
Portugal emerged as one of the leaders of the European Age of Discovery,
in part because of technologies such as the compass, the astrolabe, and
the caravel. The Portuguese established trading ports along the coast of
West Africa as well as in India. After Columbus’s 1492 voyage, the Spanish
found themselves exploring vast new lands. Competition between Portugal
and Spain was alleviated with the Treaty of Tordesillas and the Treaty of
Zaragosa. These two agreements effectively divided the earth into two zones
of influence. Meanwhile, England and France took shape as nation states,
seeking to exert greater influence over their subjects. By the 1500s, England
and France were sovereign states characterized by strong monarchies. These
developments helped to pave the way for their overseas expansion in the
seventeenth century; however, they had to deal with internal schisms caused
by the Protestant Reformation before they could devote their attention to
catching up with Portugal and Spain.

On the eve of the sixteenth century, Africa was a continent of tremendous
diversity and home to hundreds of cultures, languages, and political states.
In the centuries before the Age of Discovery, Africa saw the rise to pre-
eminence of a number of impressive kingdoms: Ghana, Mali, and Songhay
in the west, the city states of the East African coast, and in the south, Great
Zimbabwe. Different regions in Africa experienced the changes of the era in
different ways. Western and Central Africa were greatly influenced by the
changes wrought by the slave trade. The Kingdom of Dahomey provides
an example of one of the ways that African groups were influenced by and
participated in both the Age of Discovery and the Trans-Atlantic slave
trade. The Trans-Atlantic slave trade was the middle portion of the Atlantic
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Triangle Trade network. At least ten million Africans were enslaved and
forced to make the Middle Passage across the Atlantic to the New World.
Mortality rates for the Middle Passage averaged around 12-13 percent.

Voyages of exploration captured the immensity of the earth in maps
and images and created webs of connection between regions and peoples,
bringing the world closer together. It is for these reasons that this period
is often referred to as the Early Modern Era. For the first time, we see the
emergence of a world that bears great similarity to ours of the twenty-
first century, a world interconnected through trade, politics, culture, and
religion.

2.7 CRITICAL THINKING EXERCISES

* How might the Age of Discovery have been fundamentally changed
if the Chinese had not abandoned their voyages of trade and
exploration under Zheng He? Why, in your estimation, did Yung
Lo’s successor Zhu Zhanji decide to end the voyages in 1433?

» How did trade and the economy shape how each group or nation
participated in the Age of Discovery? What are some other factors
that shaped participation? Did religion or economy play a greater
role in determining the actions of a nation during the Age of
Discovery?

* Why do we know so little about the medieval empires of Africa?
What sources do we depend on to instruct us in their history?

Page | 57



CHAPTER TWO: THE GLOBAL CONTEXT

zakevrerms 4

* Caravel

e Christopher Columbus
e Common law

« Edict of Nantes

» Kingdom of Ghana

» Great Zimbabwe

* Hong Wu

* Hundred Years’ War
* Ibn Battuta

» Kingdom of Dahomey
» Magna Carta

» Kingdom of Mali

» Mansa Musa

» Martin Luther

» Middle Passage

* Prince Henry the Navigator
* Protestant Reformation
 Songhay

 Sundiata Kieta

* Timbuktu

* Spice Islands

« Strait of Malacca

* The Tudors

e Treaty of Tordesillas

* Treaty of Zaragoza

* Triangle Trade

*Yung Lo

e Zanj

* Zheng He

Page | 58



CHAPTER TWO: THE GLOBAL CONTEXT

2.9 CHRONOLOGY

The following chronology is a list of important dates and events associated
with this chapter.

Date Event
642-800 Muslim conquest of Egypt and North Africa
Slave trade from sub-Saharan Africa to
650-1500 Mediterranean
900-1100 Kingdom of Ghana created and flourished
1100-1400 Great Zimbabwe built and flourished
1154 Henry Il became King of England, launching the
Angevin dynasty
1180 Phillip 1l became the King of France and then
expanded Capetian control over the continent
1194 Phillip 1l of France and Richard | of England began a
war over Normandy
1215 King John of England accepted the Magna Carta
1250 End of Portuguese Reconquista
Kilwa becomes the most power city state in East
1300 .
Africa
1312-1337 Reign of Mansa Musa in Mali
1324-1325 Mansa Musa’s pilgrimage to Mecca
1337 Hundred Years’ War between England and France
broke out
1348 The Black Death (the Plague) spread across Europe
1369 Chinese defeated the Mongols and founded the Ming
dynasty
1405-1433 Zheng He’s seven voyages into the Indian Ocean
region
1453 Wars of the Roses began in England
1485 Henry VIl became King of England, ending the Wars
of the Roses and launching the Tudor dynasty
1487 Bartlolmieu Dias rounded Cape of Good Hope
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Date Event
Columbus began his first voyage; Spanish
1492 Reconquista ended; Muslims and Jew expelled from
Spain
1494 Treaty of Tordesillas signed
c. 1500 The travels of Leo Africanus
1510 Leo Africanus reached Great Zimbabwe
1511 Portuguese conquest of Strait of Malacca
1516 Francis | of France and Pope Leo X signed the

Concordat of Bologna

Martin Luther launched a protest against the
1517 Roman Catholic Church which led to the Protestant
Reformation

Magellan’s fleet returned after successfully

1525 circumnavigating the globe

1527 Henry VIII, seeking to divorce Catherine of Aragon,
touched off the Protestant Reformation in England

1529 Tready of Zaragoza signed

1558 Elizabeth I became the Queen of England

1572 Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre led to the War of

the Three Henrys

Henry IV issued the Edict of Nantes, which granted
1598 the Huguenots the liberty of conscience and the
liberty of worship
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ANSWER KEY FOR CHAPTER TWO: THE GLOBAL
CONTEXT: ASIA, EUROPE, AND AFRICA IN THE
EARLY MODERN ERA

Check your answers to the questions in the Before You Move On Sections for this
chapter. You can click on the questions to take you back to the chapter section.

Correct answers are BOLDED

Section 2.2.3 - p. 36
1. What important event(s) took place in 14927
a. Columbus’s first voyage to the New World
b. the expulsion of the Jews and Muslims from Spain
c. the end of the Reconquista
D. ALL OF THE ABOVE
e.Aand C

2. The enabled the Portuguese to enter the spice trade.
a. rounding the Cape of Good Hope
B. THE CONQUEST OF MALACCA
c. the discovery of the New World
d. making contact with Prester John
e. the conquest of Goa

3. True/False: For the Spanish, reconquering the Iberian Peninsula was a military and
religious action.
A. TRUE
b. False

4. The mythical king Prester John was important to the Portuguese because
a. he controlled the spice trade
b. he would be an ally to the Spanish in reconquering the Iberian Peninsula
C. HE WAS A CHRISTIAN KING IN AN AREA DOMINATED BY MUSLIMS
d. he could direct them in how to cross the Indian Ocean

5. The Treaty of Tordesillas and the worked in tandem to establish zones of
influence for Portuguese and Spanish trade.
a. Treaty of Nanking
b. Treaty of Molucca
C. TREATY OF ZARAGOZA
d. Treaty of Goa

Section 2.3.1 - p. 41
1. Zheng He’s goals for exploring the Indian Ocean included
a. exploring and mapping the region.
b. establishing trade with port cities.
c. incorporating new areas into the Chinese tribute system.
D. ALL OF THE ABOVE.
e. none of the above.

2. One possible reason for Zhu Zanji’s decision to end the voyages of Zheng He was
a. a spirit of isolationism in the Chinese court under Zhu Zaniji.
b. to save money and avoid the expense of the voyages.
c. to end competition with the French, who were entering the
Indian Ocean trade.
D. A AND B.
e. all of the above.
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Section 2.4.3 - p. 46
1. The principle implied in the Magna Carta (1215) was
a. that democracy would replace monarchy.
b. that the king was above the law.
c. that the people ruled the monarch.
D. THAT ALL PEOPLE, EVEN THE KING, WERE SUBJECT TO THE LAW.

2. Henry VIII’s religious reformation in England occurred
A. MOSTLY FOR POLITICAL REASONS.
b. strictly for economic reasons.
c. mostly for diplomatic reasons.
d. strictly for religious reasons.

Section 2.5.5 - p. 54
1. The region of Africa most directly involved in the Trans-Atlantic slave trade was
a. North Africa
B. WEST AFRICA
c. South Africa
d. East Africa

2. True/False: The Middle Passage was a part of the Indian Ocean trade network.
a. True
B. FALSE

3. Which of the following empires was not in West Africa?
A.GREAT ZIMBABWE
b.Ghana
c.Mali
d.Songhay

4. Much of what we know about the cultures of East Africa comes from the writings of:
a. Leo Africanus
b. Sundiata Keita
c. Mansa Musa
D. IBN BATTUTA

5. The empire of Mali was created by which of the following?
a. Mansa Musa
B. SUNDIATA KIETA
c. Mansa Suleyman
d. Leo Africanus

6. The Kingdom of Dahomey controlled the slave trade in their region by
a. refusing to trade with anyone but the Dutch.
b. keeping Europeans confined to the port at Whydah.
c. making European merchants trade with only the king and no others.
D. B AND C.
e. all of the above.
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Chapter Three: Initial Contact and Conquest

3.1 INTRODUCTION

The discovery of the New World in 1492 was one of the most important
events in world history. Over the next two hundred years, the world
underwenta rapid transformation in various areas of knowledge: geography,
demographics, botany, anthropology, and history. European nations were
also changed and challenged politically as they attempted to exert their
control over these new lands. Although what would become the United
States of America came to be dominated by English colonies, English models
of colonialism were not the earliest or most powerful models of colonial
control to emerge in the Americas. This chapter will explore the experience
of first contact between the hemispheres in the forms of interactions between
Europeans and Indians, developing and differing models of colonial control
under the Spanish, Portuguese, French, and Dutch, and the process known
as the Columbian Exchange: the exchange of people, plants, animals, and
diseases that forever changed both the Old and New Worlds.

In the earliest era of contact and conquest, the Spanish dominated the
New World. Their experiences largely defined early European knowledge
of the Americas and its native inhabitants, the Indians, a group unknown
to Europeans. In the fifty years after Christopher Columbus discovered
the Americas in 1492, the Spanish expanded throughout the Caribbean,
Mesoamerica, and the Andes, establishing the basis for a powerful
hemispheric empire. Two of the main challenges the Spanish faced in
establishing and administering their new empires were distance and time;
the vast expanse of the Atlantic Ocean separating colony and mother
country, and the long journey between the two, meant that communication
was difficult. The distance between Europe and the Americas played a very
important role in shaping colonial administration as well as patterns and
methods of imperial control.

The first challenge to Spanish hegemony in the New World came with
the Treaty of Tordesillas, which divided the known non-European world
between Spain and Portugal. Part of Brazil fell within the Portuguese area
of claim, leading to a growing struggle for control in the region between the
powers. Later, France and the Netherlands entered the Americas. These two
nations took a primarily economic interest in the American hemisphere,
shaping their models of colonial administration largely around trade.
The French spent much of their energy in conjunction with their political
and economic capital building a fur trade in the North American frontier.
The Dutch established their foothold in the Caribbean, engaging in both
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legitimate trade and smuggling under the aegis of the Dutch West Indies
Company. Politically, both France and the Netherlands wanted to weaken the
Iberian hold on the Americas. The French actively contested Spanish power
by trying to establish a colony in Spanish Florida. The Dutch were much less
overt in their contestation of Iberian power; instead of establishing large,
rival colonies, they concentrated on weakening the Spanish economically
through piracy. However, the Dutch took on the Portuguese much more
directly, conquering small but important lands in Brazil, wresting these
areas from Portuguese control.

3.1.1 Learning Outcomes

After completing this chapter, you should be able to:

 Analyze the motives of such explorers as Christopher Columbus, Pedro
Cabral, Hernan Cortés, and Francisco Pizarro in venturing to Meso and South
America and the motives of European monarchs in their efforts to reach the
Indian Ocean by an all-water route.

» Explain the receptions extended to the Spanish explorers by the Indians of
Mexico, Peru, and Brazil and the tactics employed by the Spanish as they
attempted to conquer the Aztec and Inca Empires.

« Describe the complexities of the encounter of the Old World and the New,
including the exchange of crops, animals, and diseases, as well as the
experiences of the conquistadores and Native American as they interacted.

* Explain the dimensions of the Native American Holocaust and
Transculturation.

* Discuss the impact of the Columbian Exchange on both the Old and New
Worlds.
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3.2THE IMPACT OF “DISCOVERY”: THECOLUMBIAN
EXCHANGE

Most historians in the twenty-first century insist that the merits of
Columbus and his experience must be measured in terms of fifteenth
and sixteenth century standards and values, and not in terms of those
of the twenty-first century. Columbus was a product of the crusading
zeal of the Renaissance period, a religious man, whose accomplishments
were remarkable. He sailed west and though he did not make it to the
East Indies, he did encountered continents previously unknown to the
Europeans. The subsequent crop and animal exchange revolutionized the
lifestyle of Europeans, Asians, and Africans. Historians refer to this process
as the “Columbian Exchange.” The Exchange introduced (or in the case
of the horse, reintroduced) into the New World such previously unknown
commodities as cattle, horses, sugar, tea, and coffee, while such products
as tobacco, potatoes, chocolate, corn, and tomatoes made their way from
the New World into the Old World. Not all exchanges were beneficial, of
course; European diseases such as smallpox and influenza, to which the
Native Americans had no resistance, were responsible for the significant
depopulation of the New World.

Because of such crops as the potato, the sweet potato, and maize,
however, Europeans and later the East Asians were able to vary their diets
and participate in the technological revolution that would begin within 200
years of Columbus’s voyage.

The biological exchange following the voyages of Columbus was even more
extensive than originally thought. Europeans discovered llamas, alpacas,
iguana, flying squirrels, catfish, rattlesnakes, bison, cougars, armadillos,
opossums, sloths, anacondas, electric eels, vampire bats, toucans, condors,
and hummingbirds in the Americas. Europeans introduced goats and crops
such as snap, kidney, and lima beans, barley, oats, wine grapes, melons,
coffee, olives, bananas, and more to the New World.

3.2.1 From the New World to the Old: The Exchange of Crops

Corn (or maize) is a New World crop, which was unknown in the Old
World before Columbus’s voyage in 1492. Following his four voyages, corn
quickly became a staple crop in Europe. By 1630, the Spanish took over
commercial production of corn, overshadowing the ancient use of maize for
subsistence in Mesoamerica. Corn also became an important crop in China,
whose population was the world’s largest in the early modern period. China
lacked flat lands on which to grow crops, and corn was a hearty crop which
grew in many locations that would otherwise be unable to be cultivated.
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Today corn is produced in most countries of the world and is the third-most
planted field crop (after wheat and rice).

Both the white and the sweet potato were New World crops that were
unknown in the Old World before Columbus. The white potato originated
in South America in the Andes Mountains where the natives developed over
200 varieties and pioneered the freeze-dried potato, or chufio, which can be
stored for up to four years. Incan units of time were based on how long it
took for a potato to cook to various consistencies. Potatoes were even used to
divine the truth and predict weather. It became a staple crop in Europe after
Columbus and was brought to North America by the Scots-Irish immigrants
in the 1700s. The white potato is also known as the “Irish” potato as it
provided the basic food supply of the Irish in the early modern period. The
potato is a good source of many nutrients. When the Irish potato famine hit
in the nineteenth century, many Irish immigrated to the Americas.

The sweet potato became an important crop in Europe as well as Asia.
Because China has little flat land for cultivation, long ago its people learned
to terrace its mountainous areas in order to create more arable land. During
the Ming (1398-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) Dynasties, China became the
most populous nation on Earth. The sweet potato grew easily in many
different climates and settings, and the Chinese learned to harvest it in the
early modern period to supplement the rice supply and to compensate for
the lack of flat lands on which to create rice paddies.

Tobacco was a New World crop, first discovered in 1492 on San Salvador
when the Arawak gave Columbus and his men fruit and some pungent dried
leaves. Columbus ate the fruit but threw away the leaves. Later, Rodrigo de
Jerez witnessed natives in Cuba smoking tobacco in pipes for ceremonial
purposes and as a symbol of good will.

By 1565, tobacco had spread throughout Europe. It became popular in
England after it was introduced by Sir Walter Raleigh, explorer and national
figure. By 1580, tobacco usage had spread from Spain to Turkey, and from
there to Russia, France, England, and the rest of Asia. In 1614, the Spanish
mandated that tobacco from the New World be sent to Seville, which became
the world center for the production of cigars. In the same year, King James
I of England created a royal monopoly on tobacco imports, though at the
same time calling it “that noxious weed” and warning of its adverse effects.

Peppers have been found in prehistoric remains in Peru, where the Incas
established their empire. They were grown in Central and South America.
Spanish explorers first carried pepper seeds to Spain in 1493, and the plants
then spread throughout Europe. Peppers are now cultivated in the tropical
regions of Asia and in the Americas near the equator.
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Tomatoes originated in the coastal highlands of western South America
and were later cultivated by the Maya in Mesoamerica. The Spanish took
them to Europe, where at first the Europeans believed them to be poisonous
because of the pungent odor of their leaves. The Physalis pubescens, or
husk tomato, was called tomatl by the natives, whereas the early common
tomato was the xitomatl. The Spaniards called both fruits tomatoes. The
use of tomatoes in sauces became known as “Spanish” cuisine. American
tomatoes gradually made their way into the cuisine of Portugal, North Africa,
and lItaly, as well as the Germanic and Slavic regions held by the Spanish
and Austrian Habsburgs. By the late seventeenth century, tomatoes were
included in southern Italian dishes, where they were known as also poma
d'oro. Raw and cooked tomatoes were eaten in the Caribbean, Philippines,
and southeastern Asia.

The peanut plant probably originated in Brazil or Peru. Inca graves often
contain jars filled with peanuts to provide food for the dead in the afterlife.
When the Spanish arrived in the New World, peanuts were grown as far
north as Mexico. The explorers took peanuts back to Spain, where they are
still grown. From Spain, traders and explorers took peanuts to Africa and
Asia. Africans believed the plant possessed a soul, and they brought peanuts
to the southern part of North America when they were brought there as
slaves. The word “goober” comes from the Congo name for peanuts, nguba.

The wonderful commodity we know as chocolate is a product of the
cacao tree. This tree requires the warm, moist climate which is found only
within fifteen or twenty degrees of the equator. The first written records of
chocolate date to the sixteenth century, but this product of cacao trees was
likely harvested as long as three or four thousand years ago. This product
consists of pods containing a pulpy mass, inside of which are seeds. The
cacao bean is a brown kernel inside the seed.

The Olmec used cacao beans as early as 400 BCE; later the Mayans,
Aztecs, and Toltecs also cultivated the crop. Eventually, the Indians learned
how to make a drink from grinding the beans into a paste, thinning it with
water, and adding sweeteners such as honey. They called the drink xocolatl
(pronounced shoco-latle). The Aztecs used cacao beans as currency, and in
1502, Columbus returned from one of his expeditions with a bag full of cacao
beans as a sample of the coins being used in the New World. In 1519, Cortés
observed the Aztec Emperor Montezuma and his court drinking chocolate.
In 1606, Italians reached the West Indies and returned with the secret of
this splendid potion. The drink became popular in Europe, and in 1657, the
first chocolate house opened in London.
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The Exchange of Diseases

Although the origin of syphilis has been widely debated and its exact
origin is unknown, Europeans like Bartolomé de las Casas, who visited the
Americas in the early sixteenth century, wrote that the disease was well
known among the natives there. Skeletal remains of Native Americans from
this period and earlier suggest that here, in contrast to other regions of the
world, the disease had a congenital form. Skeletons show “Hutchinson’s
Teeth”, which are associated with the congenital form of the disease. They
also show lesions on the skull and other parts of the skeleton, a feature
associated with the late stages of the disease.

A second explanation which has received a good deal of support in the
twenty-first century is that syphilis existed in the Old World prior to the
voyages of Columbus, but that it was unrecognized until it became common
and widely spread in the years following the discovery of the New World.

The eighteenth century writer Voltaire called syphilis the “first fruits the
Spanish brought from the New World.” The disease was first described in
Europe after Charles VIII of France marched his troops to Italy in 1494,
when his men returned to France, they brought the disease with them and
from there it spread to Germany, Switzerland, Greece, and other regions.
When Vasco da Gama sailed around the tip of Africa in 1498, he carried the
disease to India. In the 1500s, it reached China; in 1520 it reached Japan,
where fifty percent of the population in Edo (modern Tokyo) was infected
within one hundred years. Hernan Cortés contracted the disease in Haiti
as he made his way to Mesoamerica. So widespread was the disease in the
sixteenth century, it was called the “Great Pox” or, in a reflection of politics
associated with the development of nation states, the disease was called the
“French Pox,” the “Italian Pox,” or whatever name reflected the antagonisms
of the time.

The Europeans brought smallpox, influenza, measles, and typhus to
the New World, devastating the Native American population. Although
Europeans had resistance to these diseases, the Native Americans did not. In
Europe, measles was a minor irritant; in the New World, it killed countless
natives. In the twenty-five years after Columbus landed on Hispaniola, the
population there dropped from 5,000,000 to 500.

Some scholars estimate that between fifty to ninety percent of the Native
American population died in the wake of the Spanish voyages. If these
percentages are correct, they would represent an epidemic of monumental
proportions to which there are no comparisons. For example, during the
fourteenth century, the Black Death ravaged Europe, killing about fourteen
million people, or between thirty to fifty percent of the population. By
contrast, in Mexico alone, eight million people died from the diseases
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brought by the Spanish; there is really no accurate count as to how many
other natives died in other regions of the Americas. The impact of smallpox
on the native population continued for many centuries after Columbus.
During the westward expansion of the United States, pioneers and the army
often gave Native Americans blankets laced with smallpox germs in order to
more quickly “civilize” the West.

The Exchange of Animals

Fossil evidence shows that turkeys were in the Americas ten million
years ago. Wild turkeys are originally native to North and Central America.
Mesoamericans domesticated the turkey, and the Spanish took it to Europe.
By 1524 the turkey reached England, and by 1558, it was popular at banquets
in England and in other parts of Europe. Ironically, English settlers brought
the domesticated turkey back to North America and interbred it with native
wild turkeys. In 1579, the English explorer Martin Frobisher celebrated the
first formal Thanksgiving in the Americas with a ceremony in Newfoundland
to give thanks for surviving the long journey. The pilgrims who settled in
Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1621 celebrated their first harvest in the New
World by eating wild turkey.

Although the horse very likely originated in the Americas, it migrated to
Asia over the Bering Strait land bridge and became extinct in the Americas
after prehistoric times. The horse was completely unknown to the Native
Americans prior to the Spanish conquest. In 1519, Hernan Cortés wrote:
“Next to God, We Owe Our Victory to Our Horses.” Cortés had brought
only sixteen horses, but because the Aztecs fought primarily on foot, the
Spaniards had a decided advantage. After their victory over the Aztecs,
the Spanish brought more horses. In 1519, Coronado had 150 horses when
he went to North America, and de Soto had 237 horses in 1539. By 1547,
Antonio de Mendoza, the first governor of New Spain (Mexico), owned over
1,500 horses. The Spanish forbade Native Americans to ride horses without
permission.

Cattle were unknown in the Americas before the arrival of the Europeans.
The Vikings brought European cattle to the Americas in 1000 CE. When
their colony disappeared, so did their cattle. Columbus brought cattle to
Hispaniola in 1493. In 1519, Cortés brought cattle to Central America.
These cattle sported very long horns, hence the term “longhorns.” Spanish
missionaries brought longhorns to Texas, New Mexico, and California; the
breed also thrived in South America, especially near modern Brazil and
Argentina. The Jamestown colony got its first cattle from England in 1611,
and other European powers later brought cattle to their colonies. As the
westward expansion began in the nineteenth century, the eastern cattle
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supplanted the longhorn, as they were better for meat and proved to be
hardy in difficult weather. Today, there are few longhorns in North America.

Pigs were unknown in the Americas before Hernan do de Soto brought
thirteen of these animals to the Florida mainland. Columbus brought red
pigs to the Americas on his second voyage. They were also brought into the
United States from the Guinea coast of Africa on early slave-trading vessels.
Today, the state of Kansas alone produces enough pigs every year to feed
ten million people.

Sheep were first introduced in the southwestern United States by Cortés
in 1519 to supply wool for his soldiers. Navajo sheep are descended from
the multi-colored sheep from the Spanish. During the westward expansion
of the nineteenth century, there would be great conflict between cattle and
sheep owners over grazing land.

3.2.2 From the Columbian Exchange to Transculturation

The economic and cultural exchange in the wake of Columbus’s voyages
brought about a profound shift in the world view of Europeans; the trading
empires that resulted from the discovery of the Americas created a new,
global economy in which many different peoples interacted. The economic
exchange had a profound effect on society and politics and the Americas
were a microcosm of these changes.

Silver from the mines in the Americas flooded the European markets.
From 1503-1650, the Spanish brought 6 million kilograms of silver and
185,000 kilograms of gold into Seville. Although the influx of New World
silver has often been blamed for the rampant inflation which hit Spain
and later Europe in the sixteenth century, prices had already risen sharply
before 1565, while silver imports did not reach their peak until 1580-1620.
However, Phillip Il of Spain paid his armies and foreign debts with New
World silver and transmitted the rising prices and inflation in Spain to
the rest of Europe. This surge in prices is known as the Price Revolution.
In Saxony in 1517, the year Martin Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses,
prices had risen by one hundred percent over what they were in 1492, the
year of Columbus’s first voyage.

The Voyages of Exploration also created a global economy through sea
trade. The Portuguese reached India and then went on to Japan and China.
They brought back spices to Lisbon and often paid for these goods with
textiles from India along with gold and ivory from East Africa. From the
Portuguese outpost at Macao, they took Chinese silk to the Philippines and
Japan, where they traded silk for Spanish silver. Spanish silver from the
New World had a dramatic effect on the Chinese economy; the Single Whip
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Reform united the taxation system of China through a single tax payable in
silver.

The Portuguese also brought horses to India from Mesopotamia and
copper from Arabia, and carried hawks and peacocks from India to China
and Japan. The Portuguese traded in African slaves; African slave labor
produced the sugar on their plantations in Brazil, which produced the
bulk of Europe’s sugar supply in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Portuguese became the language of trade in East Africa and Asia. The legacy
of the Portuguese trading empire continued until the late twentieth century.

The Spanish and Dutch also established large maritime empires during
the Age of Exploration. Miguel Lépez de Legazpi established Spanish
control over the Philippine Islands, linking Spanish trade in the Americas
with trade in the East. Similarly, the Dutch established a trading empire
based on spices, and in 1599, a Dutch fleet brought over 600,000 pounds of
pepper and other spices to Amsterdam.

The interaction among Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans in the
sixteenth century illustrated the clash of cultures that arose as European
motiveswereatoddswiththeethosand lifestyle oftheindigenouscivilizations
of the Americas. This process, transculturation, occurred especially in
the cities, where the different ethnicities lived in closer proximity than
in the provinces, and where African slaves were allowed greater freedom
of movement and association. Transculturation was also obvious on the
plantations of Brazil and the larger estates, known as haciendas, in Spanish
America; on both, African slaves and indigenous peoples worked side by
side with mestizos, who were usually “sharecroppers.”

New ethnicities appeared: the mestizos were created by intermarriage
between Europeans and Indians; mulattoes were the offspring of whites
and Africans. Similarly, religion reflected the fact that traditional Indian
religions adapted and adopted elements of Catholicism. An example of this
can be found in the patron saint of Mexico, the Virgin of Guadalupe. The
figure was placed on a site sacred to Aztec religion, and at times, her face is
depicted as dark, at other times, light. The Nahuatl-speaking Mexicans gave
her the name of the Aztec earth goddess, Tonantzin. The same melding of
religious traditions is evident in the tendency of Mexican crucifixion figures
to be covered in blood, a bow to the Aztec belief that blood was needed to
keep the sun burning and thus was a symbol of a life-giving force.!

Inlooking at the story of the conquest and its impact on both conquistadors
and the monarchs of Spain, it is interesting to compare the views of Philip
Il of Spain, writing in 1559, with those of Lope de Aguirre, a Spanish
adventurer in Peru, just two years later. Philip 11's thoughts turned entirely
to the wealth that the Indies had brought to the Spanish monarchy (and
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indeed this wealth helped fund the famous Spanish Armada), while the
conquistador chided the king for his indifference to the plight of those who
had done so much to secure this wealth. Philip explained:

[Flrom New Spain are obtained gold and silver, cochineal [little insects like
flies], from which crimson dye is made, leather, cotton, sugar and other
things; but from Peru nothing is obtained except minerals. The fifth part of
all that is produced goes to the king, but since the gold and silver is brought
to Spain and he has a tenth part of that which goes to the mint and is refined
and coined, he eventually gets one-fourth of the whole sum.?

He was also aware that the supply of precious metals would not last forever
because “great quantities of gold and silver are no longer found upon the
surface of the earth, as they have been in past years; and to penetrate into
the bowels of the earth requires greater effort.”® The effort would not come
from the Crown, of course.

A very different picture is painted by Lope de Aguirre, who actually
scolded the King by saying,

Look here, King of Spain! Do not be cruel and ungrateful to your vassals,
because while your father and you stayed in Spain without the slightest
bother, your vassals, at the price of their blood and fortune, have given
you all the kingdoms and holding you have in these parts. Beware, King
and lord, that you cannot take, under the title of legitimate king, any
benefit from this land where you risked nothing, without first giving due
gratification to those who have labored and sweated in it.*

These two writings came in the mid-sixteenth century, just a few decades
after the conquest of the Aztec Empire and not long after the fall of the Incas
to Pizarro. Great wealth had come to the Spanish monarchy, great suffering
to those who actually went to or already lived in the New World.

3.2.3 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

The significance of the exchange and sharing of cultures that
resulted from the discovery of the Americas and their colonization
by the Spanish and Portuguese can hardly be overstated. A profound
economic revolution shook both hemispheres as the influx of crops,
diseases, animals, and metals to the Old World changed patterns of
trade, the medium of exchange, and ideas about the use and distribution
of wealth.
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Similarly, traditional ideas about the structure and inhabitants of
the world were put aside as Europeans and Indians encountered and
ultimately learned from each other. Ethnicities were intertwined as
Europeans, Africans, Indians, and their children created a complicated
hierarchy of race and class in the colonies. The world had been turned
upside down, perhaps for the first, if not for the last, time.

Test Yourself
1. Which of the following animals did not originate in the Old World of
Europe, Africa, or Asia?
a. Llamas
b. Cattle
c. Sheep
d. Pigs

2. Which of the following crops originated in the New World?
a. Oats
b. Peanuts
c. Barley
d. Coffee

3. What crop was so controversial that monarchs in Europe and
China attempted to ban its use?

a. Tobacco
b. Rice

c. Potato
d. Wheat

4. Which of the following crops did not originate in the New World?
a. Tobacco
b. Maize
c. Potato
d. Wheat
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5. Which of the following European diseases was responsible for the
greatest number of Amerindian deaths in the late fifteenth and
early sixteenth centuries?

a. Measles

b. Influenza

c. Bubonic Plague
d. Smallpox

Click here to see answers

3.3 THE IBERIAN COUNTRIES IN THE NEW WORLD

The countries of the Iberian Peninsula in Western Europe, Spain, and
Portugal were the first to arrive and establish settlements in the New
World. Being established almost a century before the permanent English
settlement at Jamestown in 1607, the Iberian colonies were not originally
intended to be permanent; rather, the explorers and conquistadors came to
the Americas as the conquistador Hernan Cortés said, “for gold and glory”
and not to “work the fields like a peasant.” Portugal, long an insignificant
player in world affairs, was the first European country to sponsor voyages
of exploration along the coast of Africa. In 1488, four years before the first
voyage of Christopher Columbus, the Portuguese sailor Bartholomew Diaz
rounded the Cape of Good Hope at the southern tip of the African continent.
The Portuguese, like the Spanish, sought an all-water route to the Indian
Ocean in order to trade directly with India, China, the East Indies, and
Japan. The purpose of Columbus’s voyages, the first of which came in
1492, was similar to that of the Portuguese; he sought a route that would
allow Spain to trade directly with the countries bordering the Indian and
Western Pacific Oceans. The Spanish in 1492, and the Portuguese eight
years later, were the first European countries to encounter the indigenous
peoples of the Americas. The Spanish dominated the exploration, conquest,
and colonization of the Americas in the sixteenth century as Hernan Cortés
conquered the Aztec Empire, 1519-1521, and Francisco Pizarro the Inca
Empire a decade later.

3.3.1 Early Relations in the Caribbean, Mesoamerica, and Peru

When Christopher Columbus sailed west in 1492, he had no idea that
he would encounter a world and a people never before seen by Europeans.
He had no expectations about the people who actually swam out to meet
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his ships; he thought, after all, that he had reached the shores of the East
Indies. Columbus kept a journal of his travels in which he recorded his
first impressions of the peoples of the Caribbean Islands. According to this
journal, the natives who greeted the three caravels,

were very friendly to us, and [we] perceived that they could be much more
easily converted to our holy faith by gentle means than by force. | presented
them with some red caps, and strings of beads to wear upon the neck, and
many other trifles of small value, wherewith they were much delighted, and
became wonderfully attached to us. Afterwards they came swimming to the
boats, bringing parrots, balls of cotton thread, javelins, and many other
things which they exchanged for articles...which trade was carried on with
the utmost good will. But they seemed on the whole to me, to be a very poor
people.®

Columbus went on to remark that the people were “mostly naked” even
the women, though he admitted that he had seen only one woman. The
natives appeared to have few weapons and, in fact, lived a very simple
life. Not only had they no weapons, they apparently had not seen any, as
Columbus remarked that when he “showed them swords...they grasped by
the blades, and cut themselves through ignorance. They have no iron, their
javelins being without it, and nothing more than sticks, though some have
fish-bones or other things at the ends.” The experience of the Spaniards on
the other islands in the Caribbean was similar. In his entry of October 13,
1492, Columbus recalled that “The natives are an inoffensive people, and so
desirous to possess anything they saw with us, that they kept swimming off
to the ships with whatever they could find.”®

The experience of Alvar Nifiez Cabeza de Vaca and his men in North
America mirrored the experiences of his countrymen in Meso- and South
America. Writing in 1542, he praised the hospitality of the Indians of Florida:

AS THE SUN ROSE next morning, the Indians appeared as they promised,
bringing an abundance of fish and of certain roots which taste like nuts,
some bigger than walnuts, some smaller, mostly grubbed from the water
with great labor.

That evening they came again with more fish and roots and brought their
women and children to look at us. They thought themselves rich with the
little bells and beads we gave them, and they repeated their visits on other
days.®

Not surprisingly, Bartholomew de las Casas, an outspoken proponent
of fair treatment of the Indians, echoed the comments of Columbus and
Cabeza de Vaca in describing his early encounters on the Caribbean islands:
“On one occasion they came out ten leagues from a great settlement to meet
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us, bringing provisions and gifts, and when we met them they gave us a
great quantity of fish and bread and other victuals.”®

Hernan Cortés, who would ultimately kidnap Moctezuma |1, the emperor
of the Aztec Empire, and raze the capital city of Tenochtitlan, was warmly
greeted by the Mexica ruler. According to Cortés, Moctezuma remarked:
“We believe that the King of Spain is our natural lord...”" In his second letter
to Charles V, Cortés remarked that the people of the Aztec Empire appeared
willing to accept Christianity as the true religion, saying, “if | would instruct
them in these matters, and make them understand the true faith, they would
follow my directions, as being for the best.”*? Furthermore, the natives were
evidently passive when Cortés “purified” the temples by “removing the old
idols and replacing them with symbols of Christianity.” He forbade the
natives to continue the practice of human sacrifice to Huitzilopochtli, a
primary god, and was somewhat surprised when they complied. He wrote:
“[D]uring the whole period of my abode in that city, they were never seen to
kill or sacrifice a human being.”*®

An Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico describes the first encounter
of Cortés and Moctezuma this way:

Then he [Moctezuma] stood up to welcome Cortés; he came forward, bowed
his head low and addressed him in these words: “Our lord, you are weary.
The journey has tired you, but now you have arrived on the earth. You have
come to your city, Mexico. You have come here to sit on your throne, to sit
under its canopy.”

According to this same account, on another occasion Moctezuma remarked:
“The kings who have gone before, your representatives, guarded [the
Empire] and preserved it for your coming.”**

Cortés Conquers the Aztec Empire

Hernan Cortés landed on the coast at Veracruz on Good Friday, April
22, 1519; just over two years later, on August 13, 1521, the Aztec capital of
Tenochtitlan surrendered to him. The events that took place during these
two short years were documented in a number of chronicles, of which the
best known are the letters Cortés wrote to King Charles | of Spain, who
was also Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, and the True History of the
Conquest of Mexico by Bernal Diaz del Castillo. Until recently these two
works, along with a few others also written by Spaniards, were almost
the only basis on which historians have judged the conquest of one of the
greatest civilizations in pre-Columbian America. These documents tell the
story only from the point of view of the Spanish, but now another source has
been added to the mix. Broken Spears: An Aztec Account of the Conquest
of Mexico, draws from indigenous accounts to present a different picture of
the Spanish and their relations with the Indians.
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Itwas not surprising that the Aztec
Empire would fall to the Spanish,
despite the fact that the Spanish
soldiers under Cortés numbered
600 and were faced by an Aztec
army of thousands. One reason for
the Spanish success was due to their
military tactics and weaponry. The
Mexica people, of whom Moctezuma
was the head, and their allies fought
with bows and arrows and spears,
while the Spanish were protected by
steel armor, wielded steel swords,
and had the advantage of attacking
on horseback. In addition, the
Spanish found unexpected allies in
the tribes that were previously forced )
to pay tribute to the Aztec EMpire. Cortes | hemin tonce e Soamah conqustador,
is famous for his conquest of the Aztecs of Mexico and
At least one group, the Totonacs, the execution of the emperor Moctezuma 1.
greeted the Spanish as liberators. NO  Author: unknown
small part of Spanish success came °°1"ee HPran of Congress
from the inadvertent introduction of smallpox into Tenochtitlan resulting
in the deaths of thousands in the city in 1521.

For many decades, historians argued that another factor could be found
in Aztec religious beliefs that Quetzalcoatl, a white-skinned god, would, at
an undisclosed time, arrive in the Empire.”® Indeed, according to Cortés,
when Moctezuma first encountered the conquistador, he remarked, “We
have always held that those who are descended from [Quetzalcoatl] would
come and conquer this land and take us as his vassals.”® Many observers at
the time remarked that Mesoamerican natives, like those of the Caribbean
Islands, believed the white mento be gods. Bernal Diaz offered an explanation
about the origin of this belief when he commented in his True History of the
Conquest of Spain, “The Indians thought the rider and the horse were the
same body, as they had never seen a horse.”"’

However, over the last twenty years, Latin American historians have largely
discredited this “white god” theory. The myth appears to have originated
about forty years after the conquest in documents such as the Florentine
Codex, an Aztec history produced by young Aztec men in Spanish schools.
In these documents, the Spanish are referred to as teotls, a word that can
mean either god or demon in Nahuatl, the spoken language of the Mexica.'®

In 1519, Hernan Cortés entered the Aztec capital city of Tenochtitlan,
awed by its splendor. It was, he remarked, “so big and so remarkable [as
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to be]...almost unbelievable, for the city is much larger than Granada and
very much stronger...with many more people than Granada had when it
was taken...[It] is as large as Seville or Cordova.”® Cortés was aided in his
communication with Moctezuma and his nobility by a slave presented to
him by the natives of Tabasco in 1519, La Malinche, who was fluent in the
Nahuatl language spoken by the Aztecs.

Despite their advantages, the Spanish did not defeat the Aztec coalition
outright; rather they experienced a resounding defeat at the hands of the
Indians in 1520 and were forced to flee the capital city. Those who were
captured by the Aztecs were sacrificed at the pyramid of Huitzilopochtli;
this occurred on the night of June 30-July 1, 1520, called La Noche Triste
(The Sad Night) by the Spaniards.

But this defeat was only a temporary setback for the Spanish, who received
aid from an unexpected source: in 1521, smallpox struck Tenochtitlan.
Miguel Leon-Portilla includes an Aztec account in which a native bemoaned
the condition of the city’s inhabitants: “We were covered with agonizing
sores from head to foot. The illness was so dreadful that no one could walk
or move.”?® The disease had been introduced into the city by a Spanish slave,
left behind when the Europeans retreated. Those struck by the disease were
too weak to move, and even if they survived, were in no condition to cultivate
food. The inhabitants of the city were literally starving to death.

On August 21, 1521, the Spanish re-entered the city, overwhelmed its last
defenses, declared victory, and accepted the surrender of the remaining
native warriors. The conditions they encountered were horrifying. Bernal
Diaz wrote some years later that the Spaniards “...found the houses full of
corpses, and some poor Mexicans still in [the houses] who could not move
away...The city looked as though it had been ploughed up. The roots of

any edible greenery had been dug
out, boiled and eaten, and they had
even cooked the bark of some of the
trees.”?

After the defeat of the Aztecs,

Cortés proceeded to execute
Moctezuma, level Tenochtitlan,
and begin to build what is now
Mexico City. So thorough was the
destruction of the city that few Aztec

Figure 3.2 Ritual Sacrifice | Ritual sacrifice . .

was widely practiced by the Indians of Mesoamerica. ruins remain tOday.

According to Spanish accounts, the Aztecs ripped out

the hearts of war captives in an effort to appease .

such gods as Huitzilopochtli. Such sacrifice took place The wanton destruction of

La Noche Triste, di to S ish . - . .

on o TIoehe Tiste, according fo Spanish sourees Tenochtitlan symbolized the Spanish

Author: Codex Magliabechiano, artist unknown . .

Source: Library of Congress attitude toward the Americas,
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which were for conquest, ownership, and exploitation. The contemporary
accounts of Cortés, Bernal Diaz, and the Spanish historian Francisco Lopez
de Gomara reflected the attitude of the Crown: the Americas were a new
Spanish Empire and the natives, Spanish vassals.

The Spanish and the Incas of Peru

The first Spanish to meet the Incas of Peru were impressed by their social
and economic system, which some historians describe as an early form of
socialism. Pedro de Cieza de Leodn, Spanish conquistador and chronicler of
Peru, commented on the Inca practice of tribute and crop sharing: “As this
kingdom was so vast, in each of the many provinces there were storehouses
that were filled during years of plenty and opened in time of need.” He went
on to explain:

No one [was tolerated] who was lazy or tried to live by the work of others;
everyone had to work. Thus on certain days each lord went to his lands and
took the plow in hand and cultivated the earth, and did other things. Even
the Incas [the rulers] themselves did this to set an example. And under
their system there was none [who did not work] in all the kingdom, for, if
he had his health, he worked and lacked for nothing; and if he was ill, he
received what he needed from the storehouses.

The economic system was both well organized and egalitarian; each
village was required to contribute grain to support the whole and “no rich
man could deck himself out in more finery than the poor, or wear different
clothing, except the rulers and the headmen, who, to maintain their dignity,
were allowed great freedom and privilege.”?? Unlike the case in Mexico and
the Caribbean, there was no honeymoon period in the relations between
Francisco Pizarro, who eventually conquered the Inca Empire, and the
natives of Peru; the relationship between the Spanish and Incas was
antagonistic from the outset.??

Francisco Pizarro Conquers the Inca Empire

Long before the Inca enterprise was undertaken by Francisco Pizarro and
his men, word had come to the Spanish in Mesoamerica about the wealth
and riches of cultures in the South. In 1529, Francisco Pizarro, who had
already undertaken two unsuccessful expeditions to South America in 1524
and 1526, was appointed governor of Peru by Charles V in an agreement
known as the Capitulacion de Toledo. Pizarro arrived in Peru in 1532 with
168 men, sixty-two of whom were horse soldiers. Hernan do de Soto was
sent as an envoy from Pizarro to Atahualpa, the Inca emperor, to assure
him that the Spanish meant no harm and came in friendship and with the
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best of intentions. Atahualpa agreed
to meet Pizarro and his forces the
following day at Cajamarca in the
highlands of Peru.

On November 16, 1532, when
Atahualpa and his 7,000-man,
unarmed escort arrived, the Spanish,
who were positioned around the
town square, opened fire and 2,000
Inca were Killed outright. Pizarro
then rounded up and killed the Inca
nobles. The Spaniards on horses rode
through the carnage, swinging steel
swords, and decapitating the bodies.
Atahualpa was taken prisoner, and
though the Incas came to Pizarro
with mounds of gold for his ransom
(which Pizarro gleefully accepted),

Pizarro had Atahualpa executed,
Figure 3.3 Fransisco Pizarro | Francisco

Pizarro, using trickery and deceit, conquered the which was similar to the approach
Incas of Peru in 1532 and executed the Inca emperor, P - . .

Atahualpa. Cortes practiced in Mexico.

Author: D.M. Kelsey

Source: Columbus and the New World Heroes of Once the Conquest was Complete,

Discovery and Conquest

Pizarro appointed a nominal ruler
of the Inca Empire, and in 1535, with his control of Peru consolidated, he
established a new capital city now known as Lima. He was assassinated in
1541 by the son of a long-time associate Diego de Almagro. He was laid to
rest in the Lima Cathedral.

The Portuguese in Brazil

The first Portuguese to reach the Americas were the men accompanying
Pedro Cabral, who, when he sailed from Portugal in 1500, was headed to
India. He and his ships were blown off course and ended up on the shores of
Brazil, which he claimed for the King of Portugal, Manuel I. Cabral named
the new land “The Island of the True Cross”, but remained in Brazil only
ten days before heading on to India. Cabral’s claim of Brazil on behalf of the
Portuguese Crown was facilitated by the Treaty of Tordesillas created by
Pope Alexander VI in 1494 to settle competing claims to Atlantic discoveries.
An imaginary line was drawn through the Americas; land west of the line
went to Spain and east of the line to Portugal.

Although there were some commonalities between the Spanish experience
in Mexico and Peru, and the Portuguese experience in Brazil, in the latter
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there were no wealthy, urbanized cultures like Tenochtitlan and the Inca
cities of Cuzco and Quito. Rather, many of the 2.4 million Brazilian natives
were either nomadic or semi-sedentary. According to some historians, the
initial contacts were “generally peaceful.” However, others point out that
when the Portuguese came in contact with the forest peoples of the interior,
like the Tupi, the Portuguese “attacked and enslaved each tribal group of
several hundreds, one by one, in bloody skirmishes” because the only way
to subdue the natives was to kill them all.?*

After the Brazilian natives were subdued, sugar plantations sprang up
along the coast of Brazil, but their numbers were not significant. However,
while the Portuguese presence in Brazil remained small, the Spanish settled
in large numbers in Mexico and Peru, which remained the wealthiest and
most-populous areas in the New World for 300 years.?

3.3.2 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

Spain and Portugal were the first countries in the new wave of
exploration of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries to arrive and
establish settlements in the New World. Coming almost a century
before the first permanent English settlement at Jamestown in 1607,
the colonies of the Iberian countries were not originally intended to be
permanent. Eventually, these settlements did in fact become permanent
and, with the success in mining gold and silver, their European
populations increased in size. But in the course of establishing control,
the Spanish had to contend with two well-established New World
empires: the Aztec Empire in Mesoamerica and the Inca Empire in
Peru. The conquest of the Aztecs established patterns of conquest that
were later utilized in the defeat of the Incas. Recruiting native allies and
kidnapping local leaders allowed the Spanish to control power from
within as they focused their efforts on the strongest group in the area,
rather than fighting multiple wars against many groups. In addition,
the Spanish inadvertently introduced European diseases like smallpox,
which greatly weakened local groups.

Test Yourself

1. Which of the follow was well known for his criticism of the
Europeans’ treatment of the Indians of Meso- and South
America?

a. Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de Vaca
b. Hernan Cortés

c. Bartholomew de las Casas
d. Pedro Cabral
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2. The Treaty of Tordesillas
a. Divided the New World between the Spanish and the Portuguese.
b. Specified that the encomienda system should be disbanded.
c. Allowed the use of Incas in the mines of Peru.

d. Formally recognized the conquest of the Aztec Empire by Cortés
and his soldiers.

3. The majority of the natives killed in the exploration period were
slaughtered by the Europeans who possessed superior weapons.

a. True
b. False

4. Thefirstexplorer to reach Brazil and claim it for the throne of Portugal was:
a. Christopher Columbus
b. Pedro Cabral
c. Ferdinand Magellan
d. Jacques Cartier

5. Recruiting native allies played an important role in the Spanish
conquest of the Aztec.

a. True
b. False

6. ThemythofQuetzalcoatl reliesonsourcesthatare contemporaneous
with the conquest of the Aztec.

a. True
b. False

Click here to see answers

3.4 CONTROL: THE IBERIAN NATIONS MANAGE
THEIR NEW WORLD TERRITORIES

Three decades after Columbus’s “discovery” of the New World, the
Spanish Crown began centralizing its control of the new territories. In 1524,
the Council of the Indies was created, which oversaw developments in New
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Spain until the close of the colonial period. The Council was located in the
mother country.?®

New Spain was divided into four viceroyalties: New Spain (Mexico,
Central America, and California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas), whose
capital was Mexico City; Peru (Peru, Chile, Bolivia, and Ecuador), whose
capital city was Lima; New Granada (Venezuela, Colombia, Panama, and
later Ecuador), whose capital city was Bogota; and La Plata (Argentina,
Uruguay, and Paraguay) whose capital was Buenos Aires.

Each viceroyalty was overseen by a viceroy, who exercised ultimate power
over his viceroyalty in a manner reminiscent of a European monarch. The
viceroy was also in charge of the Audiencia, a twelve to fifteen judge advisory
council and court of law. At the end of each term, the viceroy was subjected
to a Residencia, or a judicial review of his term in office. All appeals went
directly to the Council of the Indies.

The provinces were under the control of royal officials, the corregidores
(governors whose territory was known as a corregimiento), the captains general
(whose provinces were known as captaincies general), or alcaldes mayores,
who held political and judicial power. The first governors of the provinces were
the conquistadores themselves; this system did not last past the first decade.
Most towns had a cabildo or town council, though these units did not represent
democracy in the sense of the New England town meetings, as power was lodged
in the hands of the royal officials. Adelantados were commanders of units of
conquest or the governors of a frontier or newly-conquered province.?’

The economic systems of Spanish America were also strictly-controlled
hierarchical and economic endeavors. Spanish holdings were divided into
mining zones when gold and silver was discovered and subsequently became
extremely important to the Spanish economy. The rule known as the quinto
specified that one-fifth of all precious metals mined in the colonies was to go
to the Spanish Crown. Similar restrictions were placed on trade when there
were only two designated ports through which colonial trade could go.

Native laborers were provided through the encomienda system (called
the mita in Portuguese areas), which was a grant from the King of Spain
given to an individual mine or plantation (hacienda) owner for a specific
number of natives to work in any capacity in which they were needed; the
encomenderos, or owners, had total control over these workers. Ostensibly,
the purpose was to protect the natives from enemy tribes and instruct them
in Christian beliefs and practices. In reality, the encomienda system was
hard to distinguish from chattel slavery. The Repartimiento, which granted
land and/or Indians to settlers for a specified period of time, was a similar
system.
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3.4.1 The Portuguese Settlements

In Brazil, economic development centered on sugar rather than silver
and gold; thus, the main money maker for the Crown of Portugal was
taxes on sugar. As the Indians were subdued, increasing numbers of sugar
plantations emerged along the Atlantic coast. Those Portuguese who were
wealthy enough to own a sugar mill as well as a plantation, the senhores de
engenho or “lords of the mill,” were at the apex of the social system. They
oversaw production by the slaves and freemen who lived in and around the
mill, which was the social center of any area.

Probably because the sugar taxes did not generate a large amount of
revenue, the Portuguese Crown did not put forth an effort to create a similar
highly-centralized system in New Spain until the mid-sixteenth century.
Portuguese kings in the early sixteenth century, like John II in the fifteenth
century, gave “captaincies,” or administrative units, to wealthy Portuguese
who were willing to settle in the New World. Those who held captaincies
were known as “proprietors” or donatarios.

Most of the labor on the sugar plantations came from African and
Indian slaves, though the latter were especially resistant to control by the
Europeans. In fact, many of the captaincies failed in part because of the
resistance of the Indians. Because of ongoing rebellions, the Portuguese
king in 1549 created a royal governor, or captain general, for Brazil; the
powers of the donatarios were consequently limited. The captain general
was an office similar to the viceroys in New Spain.

During the Iberian Union (1580-1640, a period when Portugal and Spain
were ruled by a single dynasty), the Spanish created a Conselho da India
(similar to the Spanish Council for the Indies) to regulate the Portuguese
colonies. After Portugal regained its independence from Spain in 1640, this
structure was maintained.

The local provinces were under the control of governors, who were
appointed for three-year terms; their military and political power was
absolute. Before assuming the position of governor, a candidate had
to present his qualifications to the Senado da Camara, or town council.
Judicial affairs were conducted by the Ouvidor and Juiz de Fora, who, like
the governors, were appointed to three-year terms. Seven officials made up
the Junta, or council, which decided the policies of the individual captaincy.
The Junta consisted of the governor, the judicial officials, an attorney
general, the secretary of the treasury, and two ports officials.

Except for the sugar-holding areas along the northeast coast, most of the
remainder of Brazil was sparsely settled through the sixteenth century. The
Amazon was surrounded by rainforests, and the areas beyond the sugar
coast were considered “dirt-poor cattle country.”? Despite the efforts of the
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Jesuits to improve the treatment and conditions of the indigenous people,
disease was rampant; the Indians, who had no resistance to smallpox and
influenza, died in droves. By 1600, Africans, who had developed immunity to
European diseases over centuries of interaction between the two continents,
were replacing indigenous peoples as slaves on the sugar plantations.

3.4.2 The Indians in the Iberian Colonies

There was a good deal of mistreatment of the American natives by both
the Spanish and the Portuguese. Because the Catholic Church followed the
adventurers, it was inevitable that attention would be drawn to the plight
of the “pobres Indios” (as Bartholomew de las Casas referred to them). De
las Casas is perhaps the most famous of the reformers, though he came to
the New World originally as an adventurer and received an encomienda
from the Spanish Crown. By 1514, however, he had had a change of heart
and became an advocate for the fair treatment of the natives. Mainly as the
result of his activities, in 1537, Pope Alexander VI issued a dictate stressing
that the indigenous people were just that—people—who were not inferior
to any other group. In 1542, the Spanish Crown issued the New Laws of
the Indies for the Good Treatment and Preservation of the Indians, which
limited and eventually ended the encomienda system.

Similarly, in Brazil, because the expanding plantation economy
demanded a greater and greater
supply of cheap labor, slave hunting
became a lucrative profession.
As the supply of coastal natives
depleted, the bandeirantes (or “men
of the banner”) pushed further west
and south in search of new sources
of labor. As was the case in New
Spain, one of the voices that spoke
out against the exploitation of the
natives was that of a Jesuit, Father
Joseph de Anchieta, who wrote:

The bandeirantes go into the
interior and deceive these
people [the Indians], inviting
them to go to the coast, where
they would live in villages as

C . . Figure 3.4 Bartholomew de las Casas |
they did in their present lands... Bartholomew de las Casas, though originally a

. conquistador himself, became an ardent proponent
On arrival at the coast, [the of fair treatment of “los pobres Indios” (the poor
.. Indians) and wrote widely on their behalf.
Portuguese] would divide the
. Author: Constantino Brumidi

Indians among themselves, Source: USCapitol Photostream (Flickr)
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some taking the women, others their husbands and still others the children,
and they sell them.?

In 1549, as part of its effort to tighten control and to clarify relations
with the American natives, the Portuguese Crown stipulated that military
campaigns to “pacify” or subdue the natives would be accompanied by
“evangelical campaigns of conversion.”® In the 1570s the Portuguese Crown
released a series of law intended to define the legal status of Indians in its
colonies. Indians could still be enslaved, but only as the result of a “just war
or for practicing cannibalism.”3!

3.4.3 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

The years immediately following the conquest of the Aztec and Inca
empires were a time of figuring things out and exploring options for
the Spanish and Portuguese. They faced great challenges in ruling over
colonies far from the mother country, and the time and distance involved
in governance necessitated the establishment of institutions of rule and
a colonial bureaucracy. Labor quickly became a defining need in the
colonies, and many of the emerging policies and laws focused on the
issue of the indigenous peoples. As the sixteenth century progressed,
Portugal and Spain, now under one rule, began to officially address the
status of the Indians and to recognize that the abuse of the earliest years
must be rectified if peace were to be attainable in the Iberian colonies.

Test Yourself

1. The system that helped provide labor for the Spanish mines and
sugar plantations was the:

a. Quinto

b. Audiencia

c. Encomienda
d. Residencia

2. The Brazilian economy was largely based on
a. Sugar
b. Coffee
c. Silver
d. Indigo
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3.The was part of the bureaucracy of Spanish rule
and oversaw developments in New Spain until the close of the
colonial period.

a. Encomienda

b. Mita

c. Council of the Indies
d. Donatarios

Click here to see answers

3.5 ALTERNATE MODELS OF CONTROL: THE FRENCH
AND DUTCH IN THE AMERICAS

Because Spain and Portugal were the first to establish colonies in the
Americas, the patterns that they established served as the first models of
colonization and control of American colonies. The biggest challenge that
they faced in administering their colonial holdings were those of time and
space. Communication between colony and mother country was difficult, and
it took months for messages, orders, and news to travel across the Atlantic.
The distance between Europe and the Americas played a very important
role in shaping colonial administration along with patterns and methods
of imperial control. The ways in which the Iberian powers politically and
economically administered their colonial holdings were also a reflection
of the relationship between mother country and colony. The American
holdings were settlement colonies that would be shaped in the image
of Spain and Portugal. Spaniards and Portuguese came from the mother
country to populate the colonies; they desired to recreate their homeland
in their new land, and so sought (sometimes unsuccessfully) to live in a
Spanish or Portuguese manner. As a result, they set up a direct system of
governance that exerted tight control of the colonies. The American colonies
were to economically benefit the mother country; thus, colonial trade was
also tightly controlled.

When other European powers became active in the colonization of the
American hemisphere, political and economic models of control were
similarly a result of time, distance, and the relationship between mother
countryandcolony. The Frenchand Dutch both provide very different models
of control in the Americas than their Iberian counterparts. Both of these
nations took a primarily economic interest in the American hemisphere;
both shaped their models of colonial administration largely around trade.
For the French, this meant engaging in the fur trade in the North American
frontier in the Great Lakes region and later along the Mississippi River. The
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Dutch established their foothold in the Caribbean, a move which proved to
be very lucrative.

Politically, both France and the Netherlands wanted to weaken the
Spanish (and to a lesser extent, the Portuguese) hold on the Americas. The
French actively contested Spanish power by trying to establish a colony
in Florida, a strategic area which would allow them to interrupt Spanish
shipping lanes coming north out of the Caribbean. The Dutch were much less
overt in their contestation of Iberian power; instead of establishing large,
rival colonies that encroached on the Spanish, they instead concentrated
on weakening their Spanish competitors through piracy. The Dutch took
on the Portuguese more directly, conquering small but important lands in
Brazil, wresting these areas from Portuguese control.

3.5.1 The French in the Americas: Canada and Florida

The French were most active in North America as participants in a
thriving fur trade. However, French activity in the New World did not
begin as successfully; the earliest French expeditions to North America,
and particularly in Canada, were largely unsuccessful ventures. The first
voyages, led by Jacques Cartier between 1534 and 1542, established contact
with local peoples, including the Huron and Iroquois. They were eager to
trade with Cartier; in fact, on Cartier’s second voyage, the headman of the
Iroquoian town of Stadacona tried to prevent Cartier from leaving so that his
village, through control of Cartier, could by extension control and dominate
the French-Indian trade. For the French, these early voyages established
that the area contained no natural or human resources that proved to be
valuable to them at the time. As a result, the French retreated from Canada
and spent much of the next fifty years trying to establish themselves
elsewhere in the Americas, most notably in Florida in 1564. Eventually, the
French came back to Canada to participate in the developing trade in beaver
pelts, and came to successfully dominate much of the interior trade.

The French Struggle to Control Florida

The French next turned their attention to the south and towards taking
action to weaken the Spanish political hold on the Americas. In 1564,
René Goulaine de Laudonniére led an expedition to Florida, establishing
Fort Caroline at the mouth of the St. John’s River in modern Jacksonville.
Floridawas a strategic and valuable area for its proximity to the rich Spanish
Caribbean. The French hoped to establish a successful settlement in Florida,
and thus a stepping-off point to contest Spanish power in the Caribbean. A
foothold in Florida could also provide the opportunity to weaken the Spanish
Crown through piracy; the prevailing currents and winds of the Caribbean
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and Atlanticensured Spanish shipping
lanes, including the transport of the
treasure fleets, traveled up along the
Florida coast before venturing out
across the Atlantic. The settlement
at Fort Caroline was also a reflection
of French concerns at home;
religious tensions between Catholics
and Huguenots (Protestants) had
intensified. Many of the Huguenots
had been cast out of France; some
came to Fort Caroline to seek refuge.

The Spanish, hearing of the French
incursion into Spanish territory,
established their own colony slightly
Figure 3.5 Pedro Menéndez de Avilés | south of FOI-'t Caroline at SaI:] _Agustl’n
Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, founder of st. Augustine.  (St. Augustine). The expedition was
égtljfgeI::rl_ailgtr:;sr(;/ootfjeczﬁglrisl\garti led by Pedro Menéndez de AViléS,

who later became adelantado (the
governing official) of la Florida, which encompassed much of North
America, from the Chesapeake Bay south to the tip of the mainland and west
to modern-day New Mexico. Spanish attempts to establish a settlement in
Florida had been ineffective in the past, but the St. Augustine settlement
proved successful, in part because of the relationship the Spaniards
cultivated with the Timucua Indians. As a result, St. Augustine is the oldest
continuously-settled European settlement in the continental United States.

In September of 1565, Menéndez de Avilés led a force against the French
settlement at Fort Caroline. The Spanish quickly overwhelmed the French
forces, killing many of the men, but sparing most of the women and children.
Twenty-five of the Frenchmen escaped, making their way along the Florida
coast. The Spanish caught up to them about fifteen miles outside of St.
Augustine, where Menéndez de Avilés ordered the men executed, securing
Spanish dominance in Florida. The Catholic Spanish offered the Protestant
Huguenots the chance to renounce their “apostate” faith and embrace
Catholicism; their refusal was part of what sealed their fate. The massacre
of the French settlers and soldiers marked the end of the French experiment
in Florida and their attempts to undermine Spanish political control in the
area.

Back to Canada—Control and the Fur Trade

Defeated in Florida, the French turned their efforts back to Canada at the
turn of the century. In 1603, Samuel de Champlain established the colony of
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New France in modern-day Quebec. Champlain was well aware of the value
of trade with local groups, and established alliances with groups such as the
Algonquin and the Huron. This alliance shaped local patterns over the long
term; when Champlain allied himself with the Huron, their long-standing
enemies, the lroquois, allied themselves with the British.

Few French came to the settlementat New France. In part, thiswas because
New France was primarily a trading operation rather than a settlement
intended to establish a new, growing colony. Champlain was very conscious
of how his traders interacted with local peoples, and established many rules
of conduct that focused on French traders fitting into indigenous groups.
For example, traders were to rely on Indians for food and support, living by
the cultural rules of the local Indians, and were to fully honor indigenous
ritual and ceremonial practices. Champlain, too, was held to this standard.
For example, the Huron and other Northeastern groups did not see the
French/Indian relationship as merely economic; it was a relationship that
was both economic and political. Champlain found himself drawn into a
war with the Iroquois after a year of trading with the Huron. The powerful
local groups were eager to exploit the Europeans and their technology to
their own ends in their own wars.

Although the French mission in Canada was primarily economic, they
did try to Christianize some groups of Indians, most notably the Huron.
In 1615, the first Jesuits (a monastic order of the Catholic Church) arrived
in New France to go out among the Indians—particularly the Huron—to
Christianize them. Over the next fifty years, the Jesuits worked among the
Huron, learning their language and their culture. The efforts to Christianize
the Huron were largely unsuccessful, with very few converts: perhaps less
than ten converts in fifty years. However, The Jesuit experience in Canada
is very significant as they wrote copious amounts of letters back to the Order
in France, detailing the practices and beliefs of the Huron. Much of the
information we have about the Huron and other groups in the Quebec area
come from these letters.

3.5.2 The Dutch in the Americas

The Netherlands won independence from Spain at the end of the European
Thirty Years’ War. During the war and its aftermath, the Netherlands had
emerged as the most important trading center in Europe, bringing great
power and riches to the new nation. The Dutch had along history in seafaring,
mapmaking, and boatbuilding, and quickly entered the global spice trade
competition. In 1602, the Dutch East India Company (DEIC) was founded.
The DEIC was financed by shares that established the first modern stock
exchange, making it the first multinational corporation. The company was
granted a two decade long monopoly to carry out colonial activities in Asia
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on behalf of the Dutch government. As a result, the DEIC possessed quasi-
governmental powers, including the powers to wage wars, coin money,
negotiate treaties, and establish colonies. The DEIC also possessed judicial
powers, and was allowed to imprison and execute convicts.

The DEIC was by far the most successful European operator in Asian
trade. They established colonies throughout the Malaccas, including the
modern-day city of Jakarta, Indonesia. These port colonies allowed them to
dominate the trade from within. Outside of the spice trade, the DEIC began
a trade monopoly with Japan in 1640 at the trading post of Dejima, further
empowering the Netherlands.

In 1652, the DEIC established an African colony near the Cape of Good
Hope. The settlement of Cape Town was originally intended to be a way
station for ships to resupply on the way to and from the Spice Islands.
Instead, Cape Town quickly transformed into a permanent and growing
colony known as Cape Colony. It grew into a sizable colony, and became
one of the most developed European colonies outside of the Americas.
Dutch farmers displaced local groups such as the pastoralist Khoikhoi. The
colony’s strategic location meant that almost every ship travelling from
Europe to Asia stopped in Cape Town to resupply.

The Dutch were involved in the Americas in two main areas: the Caribbean
and modern-day New York. By far, the Caribbean was the more important,
richer area because of its sugar production. In the 1620s and 1630s, large
fleets employed by the Dutch West Indies Company (DWIC) dominated the
Caribbean. During these decades, the company was an instrument of war as
well as a business; it waged war, but tried to turn a profit in the meantime.
In the 1620s, much of Europe, including the Netherlands, was at war. The
Republic of the Netherlands set up the DWIC in 1621 primarily to carry this
European war into the Caribbean through piracy and conquest.

Much like the Dutch East India Company (DEIC), the DWIC was
authorized to carry out trade and set up colonies. Unlike the DEIC, the
DWIC focused on naval and military ambitions. The two companies were
set up to function in tandem; the state assigned the DWIC a twenty-five
year monopoly in every territory not given to the DEIC, including the
Caribbean and the Americas. Like the DEIC, the DWIC's stock was listed on
the Amsterdam exchange; this reflects that the Dutch colonial experience
was primarily an economic one. Through the activities of the DEIC and the
DWIC, the Netherlands sought to empower their nation through control of
markets on a global scale, from Indonesia to the Caribbean.

In 1624, the DWIC launched large-scale attacks in the Caribbean with
three goals in mind. First, they sought to occupy the rich Portuguese sugar
plantations in Brazil. Second, they tried to conquer the Portuguese slave-
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trading ports in West Africa, another lucrative trade. Finally, they sought
to seize the treasure fleets that carried Peruvian and Mexican gold from
Havana to Seville.

In all these efforts, the DWIC enjoyed initial victories but later failed.
The Dutch conquered large parts of Brazil in the early 1630s and captured
Portuguese slave-trading forts in Africa in the late 1630s. For a brief time,
the DWIC successfully controlled the international sugar trade and the
Atlantic slave trade. However in 1645, Portuguese Catholics in Brazil rose
up in revolt and swept the Protestant Dutch out. While they were busy in
Brazil, the Dutch were likewise busy in the Caribbean. They plundered
Spanish merchant shipping, tried to capture the Spanish treasure fleets,
and ran highly-successful smuggling operations in Spanish ports. The
Dutch became the economic powerhouse of the Caribbean; the Spanish
feared them, and English and French colonists often would prefer to trade
with Dutch merchants (for their prices and reliability) than with their own
mother countries. The Dutch, in great part because of the success of the
DWIC, successfully contested Spain’s economic hold over the Caribbean.
Politically, the Dutch were less successful, able to maintain only six small
islands of the Lesser Antilles as colonies.

The greatest economic victory for the Dutch came in 1628 when DWIC
ships managed to trap the entire Mexican treasure fleet in Matanzas Bay off
Cuba. They took an enormous treasure in gold, silver, and goods, and the
company paid its shareholders a cash dividend of seventy percent in 1629.
Until 1635, the company continued to mount large and costly expeditions
to pillage Spanish settlements and shipping in the West Indies. Overall, the
DWIC sent out 800 ships with 67,000 men between 1621 and 1637. But,
the take was meager, and the shares sank on the Amsterdam exchange.
However, the company’s attacks, together with those of smaller fleets
of Dutch, French, and English pirates did succeed in destroying Spanish
commerce and communications. From 1625 to 1635, the Dutch maritime
force changed the balance of power in the Caribbean, making it possible for
Dutch traders to control most of the region’s commerce for decades.

3.5.3 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

Both the French and Dutch provided alternate models of colonial
control in the Americas. Each of these countries sought to establish a
foothold in the Americas through trade and commerce. Both sought
to weaken the Spanish hold on the American hemisphere. After
experimenting with colonization in Canada, the French attempted to
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directly contest Spain’s claim on la Florida (and thus their political
control of North America) by establishing the colony of Fort Caroline, a
move which proved to be a dismal failure. In the wake of their failure to
secure Florida, the French established their main foothold in the New
World in New France in Canada. French activities in the New World
focused mostly on trade with groups such as the Huron and Algonquin
in the fur trade. Because there were relatively few French in the colony,
Samuel de Champlain’s policies for French traders encouraged them to
closely associate themselves with local groups.

The Dutch became the most important force in the spice trade under
the aegis of the Dutch East India Company. Established in 1602, the
DEIC was the first multinational company, and possessed quasi-
governmental powers. The DEIC established trading posts and colonies
in modern-day Indonesia and South Africa (Cape Colony). These ports
established seats of power for the Dutch to take control and amass
great wealth from the lucrative spice trade. The Dutch established their
presence in the Caribbean through the Dutch West Indies Company, an
institution that was authorized to carry out trade and set up colonies.
They approached the Caribbean with three goals in mind: occupy the
Portuguese sugar plantations in Brazil, conquer the Portuguese slave-
trading ports in West Africa, and seize the treasure fleets that carried
Peruvian and Mexican gold from Havanato Seville. The Dutch were able
to control parts of Brazil’s sugar trade and the West African slave ports
for only a short time. They proved much more successful in controlling
both legitimate and black market Caribbean trade, becoming the most
powerful shipping empire in the Americas. The Dutch also practiced
piracy in the Caribbean, and captured a Spanish treasure fleet in 1628,
a major blow to the Spanish.

Test Yourself

1. 's expeditions in Canada established the local Indians’
interest in French trade when the leader of Stadacona tried to
detain him in order to control French and Indian trade networks.

a. Samuel de Champlain

b. Stadacona

c. Jacques Cartier

d. René Goulaine de Laudonniere

2. The French settlement in Florida was settled by Protestants
unwelcome in France known as

a. Huguenots
b. Anabaptists
c. Apostates
d. Catholics
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3. The Jesuits
a. were a group of missionaries.
b. were largely unsuccessful in converting local Indians.
Cc. were a great source of knowledge about the Indians of New France.
d. all of the above

4. The Dutch practiced which of the following practices in establishing
themselves as an economic powerhouse in the Caribbean?

a. legitimate trade
b. piracy

c. smuggling

d. all of the above

5. The Dutch East India Company possessed the power to
a. establish colonies
b. punish criminals
C. negotiate treaties
d. wage war
e. all of the above

Click here to see answers
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3.6 Conclusion

The significance of the Columbian Exchange and sharing of foordways,
technology, and cultures that resulted can hardly be overstated. A profound
economic revolution shook both hemispheres as the influx of crops, diseases,
animals, and metals to the Old World changed patterns of trade, the medium
of exchange, and ideas about the use and distribution of wealth.

Similarly, traditional ideas about the structure and inhabitants of the
world were put aside as Europeans and Indians encountered and ultimately
learned from each other. Ethnicities were intertwined as Europeans,
Africans, Indians, and their children created a complicated hierarchy of
race and class in the colonies. The world had been turned upside down,
perhaps for the first, if not for the last, time

Early Spanish control of the American hemisphere developed from their
discovery and early exploration of the region. During this period, Spanish
experiences largely defined early European knowledge of the Americas and
Indians. The Spanish empire grew rapidly in the first fifty years after 1492,
expanding throughout the Caribbean, Mesoamerica, and the Andes. Time
and distance constituted two of the main challenges the Spanish faced in
establishing and administering their new empires. The distance between
Europe and the Americas played a very important role in shaping colonial
administration as well as patterns and methods of imperial control for not
only the Spanish, but for all European imperial powers.

Over the next hundred years, the Portuguese, the French, and the Dutch
established colonies and areas of influence in the American hemisphere.
Portugal, like Spain, sought to establish a settlement colony, controlled
through direct political ties. Culturally, religiously, and socially, the
colonies were deeply influenced by the mother country. The French and
Dutch established very different models of colonial control. Both of these
nations took a primarily economic interest in the American hemisphere,
and shaped their models of colonial administration largely around trade.
Politically, both France and the Netherlands wanted to weaken the Iberian
hold on the Americas. The French actively contested Spanish power by
trying to establish a colony in Spanish Florida. The Dutch were much less
overt in their contestation of Iberian power; instead of establishing large,
rival colonies, they concentrated on economically weakening the Spanish
through piracy.

Page | 99



CHAPTER THREE: INITIAL CONTACT AND CONQUEST

3.7 CRITICAL THINKING EXERCISES

 Read the description of the experience of the Spanish adventurer
Lope de Aguirre. Compare this narrative to the letter written by
Philip Il just two years later. How did the views of these two men
differ when it came to the Spanish enterprise in the New World?
Why do you think the accounts differed as much as they did?

* The treatment of the Indians by the Europeans and such systems
as the encomienda was decried by reformers beginning in the early
sixteenth century. What reforms were advocated by Bartholomew
de las Casas? Was reform even possible, or were the conditions
imposed on the Natives inevitable?

» Which of the crops that originated in the New World had the
greatest impact on the diets of those in the Old World of Europe,
Asia, and Africa? Support your answer with specifics on nutrition,
degree of spread, and ease of growing.
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» Arab Middle Men

* Atahualpa

 Audiencia

* Aztecs/Mexica
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 Jacques Cartier
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» Dutch West Indies Company
* Encomienda/encomenderos
* Francisco Pizarro

* René Goulaine de
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* Quinto

* Repartimiento

» Senado da Camara

» Senhores de engenho
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* Transculturation

e Treaty of Tordesillas
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3.9 CHRONOLOGY

The following chronology is a list of important dates and events associated
with this chapter.

Date Event
1477-1495 Reign of John Il of Portugal
1492-1503 Voyages of Columbus to the New World
s> Columbian Exchange began between the Old and New
Worlds
1494 Treaty of Toresillas signed
1500 Pedro Cabral claimed Brazil for the Portuguese Crown
1518 Atlantic Slave Trade began
TR Reign of Charles | of Spain (C_harles V of the Holy Roman
Empire)
1534-1542 Voyages of Jacques Cartier
Q= René Goulaine de Laudonniére led French expedition to
Florida, founded Fort Caroline
1565 Pedro Menéndez de Avilés foundec! St. Augustine, invaded
and destroyed Fort Caroline settlement
1556-1598 Reign of Philip Il of Spain
1519 Spanish Conquest of Tenochtitlan began
1520 La Noche Triste
1521 Tenochtitlan fell to the Spanish under Cortés
1533 Pizarro conquered the Inca Empire
1552 De Las Casas publishes A Short Account of the History of
the Indies
1588 The Spanish Armada sailed against England
1603 Samuel de Champlain established the colony of New France
1615 First Jesuits arrived in New France
1624 Dutch West India Company active in Caribbean
1628 Dutch West India Company captured Spanish treasure fleet
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ANSWER KEY FOR CHAPTER THREE: INITIAL
CONTACT AND CONQUEST

Check your answers to the questions in the Before You Move On Sections for this
chapter. You can click on the questions to take you back to the chapter section.

Correct answers are BOLDED

Section 3.2.3 - p77
1. Which of the following animals did not originate in the Old World of Europe, Africa, or Asia?
A. LLAMAS
b. Cattle
c. Sheep
d. Pigs

2. Which of the following crops originated in the New World?
a. Oats
B. PEANUTS
c. Barley
d. Coffee

3. What crop was so controversial that monarchs in Europe and China attempted to ban
its use?
A. TOBACCO
b. Rice
c. Potato
d. Wheat

4. Which of the following crops did not originate in the New World?
a. Tobacco
b. Maize
c. Potato
D. WHEAT

5. Which of the following European diseases was responsible for the greatest number of
Amerindian deaths in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries?
a. Measles
b. Influenza
c. Bubonic Plague
D. SMALLPOX

Section 3.3.2 - p85
1. Which of the follow was well known for his criticism of the Europeans’ treatment of
the Indians of Meso- and South America?
a. Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de Vaca
b. Hernan Cortés
C. BARTHOLOMEW DE LAS CASAS
d. Pedro Cabral

2. The Treaty of Tordesillas
A. DIVIDED THE NEW WORLD BETWEEN THE SPANISH AND THE PORTUGUESE.
b. Specified that the encomienda system should be disbanded.
c. Allowed the use of Incas in the mines of Peru.
d. Formally recognized the conquest of the Aztec Empire by Cortés and his soldiers.
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3. The majority of the natives killed in the exploration period were slaughtered by the
Europeans who possessed superior weapons.
a. True
B. FALSE

4. The first explorer to reach Brazil and claim it for the throne of Portugal was:
a. Christopher Columbus
B. PEDRO CABRAL
c. Ferdinand Magellan
d. Jacques Cartier

5. Recruiting native allies played an important role in the Spanish conquest of the Aztec.
A. TRUE
b. False

6. The myth of Quetzalcoatl relies on sources that are contemporaneous with the
congquest of the Aztec.
a. True
B. FALSE

Section 3.4.3 - p90
1. The system that helped provide labor for the Spanish mines and sugar plantations was the:
a. Quinto
b. Audiencia
C. ENCOMIENDA
d. Residencia

2. The Brazilian economy was largely based on
A. SUGAR
b. Coffee
c. Silver
d. Indigo

3. The was part of the bureaucracy of Spanish rule and oversaw
developments in New Spain until the close of the colonial period.
a. Encomienda
b. Mita
C. COUNCIL OF THE INDIES
d. Donatarios

Section 3.5.3 - p97
1. 's expeditions in Canada established the local Indians’ interest in French
trade when the leader of Stadacona tried to detain him in order to control French
and Indian trade networks.
a. Samuel de Champlain
b. Stadacona
C. JACQUES CARTIER
d. René Goulaine de Laudonniére

2. The French settlement in Florida was settled by Protestants unwelcome in France
known as .
A. HUGUENOTS
b. Anabaptists
c. Apostates
d. Catholics
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3. The Jesuits
A. WERE A GROUP OF MISSIONARIES.
b. were largely unsuccessful in converting local Indians.
c. were a great source of knowledge about the Indians of New France.
d. all of the above

4. The Dutch practiced which of the following practices in establishing themselves as an
economic powerhouse in the Caribbean?
a. legitimate trade
b. piracy
c. smuggling
D. ALL OF THE ABOVE

5. The Dutch East India Company possessed the power to
a. establish colonies
b. punish criminals
C. negotiate treaties
d. wage war
E. ALL OF THE ABOVE
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Chapter Four: The Establishment Of English Colonies Before 1642

And Their Development Through The Late Seventeenth Century

4.1 INTRODUCTION

Beginning inthe late sixteenth century, England joined Spainand Francein
creating a new world empire. Late getting started, when compared to Spain,
the English monarchy sponsored its first voyages to the New World under
Sir Humphrey Gilbert in the 1580s. The first English colony was established
on Roanoke Island in 1585 but was unsuccessful; what happened to its
residents has remained one of history’s great mysteries. However, beginning
in 1607, a series of permanent colonies were created under the English flag:
Jamestown, Plymouth, Massachusetts Bay, Maryland, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, and New Hampshire.

The English came to the New World for many different reasons. Some, like
the founders of Jamestown, were adventurers, looking for gold and hoping
not to escape from English ideals, but rather to transplant those ideals to
a new setting. Historian Daniel Boorstin comments that in the early years
of Virginia it was not uncommon “to rise into the ranks of gentry,” a goal
of those who “believed in the mystique of the gentleman.” On the other
hand, the New England colonies and Maryland were founded by religious
groups, Pilgrims and Puritans in the case of New England, and in Maryland,
Catholics, all escaping persecution in the mother country.

When England became embroiled in a civil war and experienced a period
of republicanism in the 1640s and 1650s, colonizing efforts stopped; they
began again when Charles Il was restored to the throne in 1660. Most of the
English colonies established between 1585 and 1642 were created by charter
companies like the London and Plymouth Companies; only Maryland was
proprietary.

The purpose of this chapter is to trace English colonization from the late
sixteenth century until the outbreak of Civil War in England in 1642, and to
follow the evolution of these colonies through the late seventeenth century.

4.1.1 Learning Outcomes

After completing this chapter, you should be able to:

* Explain the motivation of the English Crown in sponsoring voyages of
exploration and colonization in the new world.

» Compare the attitudes of Maryland and New England on the issue of
religious toleration and explain why the Calverts of Maryland did not
want an official church for their colony.
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 Analyze the differences in how the New England and Chesapeake Bay
colonists interacted with the Indians.

 Explain the motivation behind the creation of Roanoke Island and
analyze why Roanoke Island became a “lost colony.”

 Analyze the impact of Puritanism, including Puritan ideas about
predestination and election, on the government and social structure of
the Massachusetts Bay Colony and Plymouth, and on the development
of other colonies such as Rhode Island and Connecticut; compare the
relationship of religion and society in Massachusetts Bay to that in
Rhode Island.

» Analyze the differences in political, social, and religious structure
between the New England and Chesapeake Bay colonies.

 Analyze sources of labor in the English colonies created before 1642
and explain why slavery did not become as entrenched in New England
as it did in the Chesapeake colonies.

 Explain the major issues that affected the New England and
Chesapeake colonies through the end of the seventeenth century.
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4.2 THE ENGLISH BACKGROUND

In 1559, Elizabeth I, youngest daughter of Henry VIII, continued the
Tudor dynasty when she came to the throne of England. In a departure from
the strict Catholicism of her sister Mary I, known as Bloody Mary, Elizabeth
reflected the atmosphere of religious diversity in which she had been raised.
Many historians believe that Elizabeth’s mother, Anne Boleyn, secretly
followed the theology of Martin Luther, who broke with the Catholic Church
in the late 1510s and early 1520s.

When Elizabeth took the throne, hundreds of Protestants, called the
“Marian exiles” because they had left England when Mary intensified
persecution of non-Catholics, began to return to their motherland. These
exiles had spent the 1550s mainly in Geneva, which was under the control
of the ardent Protestant John Calvin; he was more radical in his intent on
spreading Protestantism than Martin Luther had been. The Marian exiles
were determined to force a religious settlement on Elizabeth that would take
the Church of England away from the Catholicism of Mary toward a more
Protestant, or Calvinist, direction. Most of the exiles believed that all people
were predestined to be saved or damned no matter what they did during their
lifetimes, a concept known as predestination; that individuals did not have
free will and could not earn salvation through “good works,” which was an
important Catholic doctrine; that priests should be allowed to marry; and,
finally, that “high church,” or Catholic, practices like genuflecting, the use
of incense and music during services, and kneeling at the sign of the cross,
should be removed from church liturgy. According to these Protestants,
priests were simply men; they could not perform miracles, could not convert
bread into wine during the Eucharist, and should be allowed to marry. All of
these reforms, of course, were anathema to orthodox Catholics.

In 1559, pressured by the Marian exiles, Elizabeth agreed to the
“Settlement” whose prayer book is still the basis of the Anglican worship in
the twenty-first century. The Settlement consisted of two acts of Parliament,
one that conferred upon Elizabeth the title Supreme Head of the Church,
and a second, the Act of Uniformity, which created the Anglican prayer
book and defined the new Church of England. The theology reflected in
the Book of Common Prayer is a compromise between the Catholicism of
Henry VIII, Mary I, and Calvinist theology; it is neither strictly Catholic
nor strictly Calvinist. Stained glass, genuflecting, incense, and music during
church services were remnants of Catholic liturgy; on the other hand,
priests were allowed to marry, they were not thought to be able to perform
miracles during the Eucharist or Lord’s Supper, free will was modified, and
predestination was given credence. In typical Anglican fashion, the Articles
of Religion stressed the importance of the two Protestant sacraments of
baptism and communion, but also acknowledged the remaining five Catholic
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sacraments: ordination, confirmation, marriage, the last rites, and penance.
Transubstantiation, or the conversion of the elements during the Eucharist
by the priest, was put aside. The Eucharist became, in the Calvinist tradition,
simply commemorative of the Last Supper.

The Elizabethan Settlement, however, did not go far enough in the
direction of fundamental Calvinism to suit the Puritans. This group of
reformers insisted that the Anglican church should be “purified” (hence
the name) of all Catholic trappings. Puritan protests grew more strident in
the early decades of Elizabeth’s reign. Because these reformers also were
being elected regularly to the House of Commons, they quickly became a
thorn in her side. In addition to the Puritans’ demands, Elizabeth was faced
with challenges by her first cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots of the Stuart line.
Mary had issues with the Presbyterian leadership in the Church of Scotland.
While Elizabeth was a moderate in religion, Mary was a strict Catholic who
plotted to take the English crown away from Elizabeth and unite England
and Scotland under her own control. Mary was accused of treason, found
guilty, and decapitated in 1587, the year before the defeat of the Spanish
Armada.

As if conditions in the British Isles were not pressing enough, Philip
Il of Spain, the avowed leader of European Catholicism and widower of
Mary I, Tudor, raised an armada against England in the hopes of ending
Protestantism in Europe once and for all. Unfortunately for Phillip, the
fleet he raised—and paid for with income from the silver mines of the new
world—failed. In the view of Elizabeth, God had come down on the side
of the Protestants; a “Protestant wind” had blown, insuring victory against
Catholic Spain and the preservation of the Protestant faith.

England’s earliest experience with colonization began in 1578 when
Elizabeth gave a grant of land to Sir Humphrey Gilbert; the purpose for
colonizing was “to discover, search, find out and view such remote heathen
and barbarous lands, countries and territories not actually possessed of
any Christian people.”? She was no doubt encouraged in her continuing
patronage by the publication four years later of Richard Hakluyt's Divers
Voyages Touching the Discovery of America and the Islands Adjacent.
Hakluyt’s consideration was exhaustive and made much of the advantages
to any who either sponsored or participated in voyages of exploration. He
insisted that “lasting riches do waite upon them who are zealous for the
advancement of the kingdome of Christ and enlargement of our glorious
Gospell.”® The grant to Gilbert excluded lands already controlled by Spain,
Portugal, or the Dutch. Gilbert led three expeditions to the Americas; after
he was lost at sea during the third, Elizabeth, in 1584, passed the grant to
Gilbert’s half-brother, Sir Walter Raleigh. The first English colony, the “lost
colony” of Roanoke, was founded the same year.
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4.2.1 The Stuarts of Scotland and England: James I and
Charles I

Elizabeth | never married, and her two siblings, Edward VI and Mary
I, both childless, had predeceased her. On her death in 1603, the throne
therefore went to her nearest living male relative, her first cousin, James
VI (Stuart), king of Scotland. James I, as he was known in England, was
an unfortunate monarch whose character was, according to Historian
J.P. Kenyon, “complex, extensive and shallow.” James came to England
thinking that he would be independent of Parliament and automatically
receive a generous annual allowance to do with as he wished. A firm believer
in the “divine right of kings” as put forth in his book The Trew Law of Free
Monarchies, James made the mistake of lecturing Parliament, insisting that
“there are no privileges or immunities that can stand against the divinely
appointed King.”™

Upon hearing of James’s succession, English Puritans at first looked
forward to his arrival. James after all was the leader of a country, Scotland,
whose official religion was Presbyterianism, based, like Puritanism, on the
theology of John Calvin. They were convinced that James would no doubt
take seriously their complaints about the remaining Catholic practices of the
Church of England. The Puritans could not have been more wrong. Shortly
after James came to the throne, a delegation of Puritan clergy presented him
with the Millenary Petition. The Petition urged, among other things, that
the term “priest” should not be used when referring to the clergy and that
confirmation no longer be practiced in the Church. James bluntly refused
to consider the petition, commenting that “no Bishops” would mean “no
King.” He was resolute in enforcing uniformity.®

James I, like his cousin Elizabeth, was interested in the developments
taking place in the new world, and in 1606 granted a group of wealthy
merchants, who had formed the Virginia Company of London, the right to
settle in Virginia or in any area “not now actually possessed by any Christian
prince or people.” The purpose of those who participated in the venture
would be finding gold and “propagating of Christian religion to such people
as yet live in darkness and miserable ignorance of the true knowledge and
worship of God and may in time bring the infidels and savages living in
those parts to humane civility and to a settled and quiet government.”
The First Virginia Charter granted land to two branches of the Company:
the London branch, which was granted land to establish a colony near the
Chesapeake Bay, and the Plymouth branch, which was given land in the
New England area. The Company was a stock company whose shares cost
£12, 10 shillings.

Charles | followed his father to the throne in 1625 and was equally
unsuccessful with the English people in general and Parliament and the
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Puritans in particular. He made errors that alienated Puritans both in and
outside of Parliament. First, he married a Catholic princess, Henrietta
Maria, sister of Louis X111 of France, and, second, he allowed the Archbishop
of Canterbury, William Laud, to introduce additional Catholic liturgy and
theology into the Church of England. Laud even went so far as to deny
predestination, a doctrine mentioned in the Articles of Religion and a
cornerstone of Puritan ideology; this action on the part of the Archbishop
was anathemato the Puritans. Charles, whom many of the English, especially
the Puritans, thought was an undeclared Catholic, tried to avoid Puritan
influence in Parliament by dismissing the body in 1629 and attempting to
rule England on his own; thus he created what historians call the “eleven-
year tyranny.”® During this period, Charles imposed taxes, many of them
not used for hundreds of years, in an effort to give economic support to the
Crown. He had little success in this endeavor; the rule without Parliament
was fiscally disastrous, and, in 1640, he was forced to reconvene the body.

The Long Parliament, the English Civil War, and the Republic

Known as the “Long Parliament,” the meeting convened by Charles sat
from 1640 until 1660. One of its first actions was to present Charles with a
list of grievances and demands, including a Triennial Act that would force
a king to call Parliament at least once every three years, whether he wanted
to or not. The year before Parliament drafted the Triennial Act, William
Laud, who was responsible in the eyes of Puritans for all of the problems
in the Church, was tried for treason, found guilty, and sent to the Tower
of London. Charles, fearing further retaliation from Parliament, reluctantly
accepted the act and agreed to address the remainder of their grievances.

Relations between king and Parliament did not improve over the
succeeding two years, however. In 1642, both sides raised troops, and the
English Civil War broke out between Royalists and Parliamentarians. By
1648, the Royalists were on the defensive; the next year, 1649, Charles was
captured, tried for treason, and executed. It marked the first time that a
reigning monarch had been brought before a legislative body and indicted
for treason. The army of Parliament, known as the New Model Army, was
led by a popular figure, Oliver Cromwell, whom historians credit for its
decisive victory over the Royalists.

The eleven year period that followed the execution of Charles I is usually
called the “Interregnum,” a period “between kings.” During this time,
England was actually a republic ruled by Parliament, a Council of State,
and a Lord Protector in the person of Oliver Cromwell. In addition to
being militarily talented, Cromwell was a devout Puritan who supported
religious toleration. Religious policies were outlined in the Instrument
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of Government, which gave all Christians except Catholics the right to
practice the religion of their choice. Many historians point out that England
under Cromwell was in reality a military dictatorship. There was not much
immigration to the English colonies during the Interregnum, nor were new
colonies created.

By 1655, the republic was clearly a fiscal failure, and, when Cromwell
died, he was followed only briefly by his ineffectual son, Richard. In 1660,
the republic ended and the monarchy restored. Lacey Baldwin Smith
comments that the failure of republican England was due to the fact that
Oliver Cromwell had been caught between opposing forces: the army, the
nobility, the Puritans, and Parliament. He, and all of England, had learned
an important lesson: “Parliament could no more exist without the Crown
than the Crown without Parliament.” Oliver Cromwell had not objected
to monarchy and had even suggested in 1650 that Charles | be replaced
by his son, also Charles, who had taken refuge in France. Therefore, it was
not completely unexpected that within two years of his death, Parliament
extended an invitation to the man who would become Charles Il, the
third Stuart King of England. Monarchy was restored, and the republican
experiment was at an end.

4.3 ROANOKE, RALEIGH'S LOST COLONY

Under the rule of Elizabeth 1, Sir Humphrey Gilbert was an Englishman
of vision who saw the potential for English colonization in North America.
He understood that, for his island nation to grow strong enough to stand
against other European countries such as Spain, its territory had to expand.
Colonizing North America would benefit the English in numerous ways.
It would give them possible access to untold riches, such as the Spanish
enjoyed in their colonies, as well natural resources like timber needed for
fleets of ships. It would also give closer access to the best fishing grounds in
the North Atlantic, a launch point for a search for the Northwest Passage,
and safe harbors on both sides of the Atlantic. A man of influence with
important connections at Court, Gilbert raised the funds for an expedition
and was granted the letters allowing him to lay claim to land in the name of
the English Crown and set out in 1583. He reached Newfoundland, which
had a mixed temporary population of various European fishers as well as
Indians. Gilbert claimed it for England and then sailed on. His little ship,
the Squirrel, and its larger partner, the Golden Hind, were caught in a
particularly fierce North Atlantic storm. Gilbert refused to transfer to the
larger and somewhat safer ship, as he would not abandon his ship or its
crew; instead, he stayed on the Squirrel even as its decks were awash with
the sea. The crew of the Golden Hind watched helplessly as the lights of
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the Squirrel vanished beneath the waves. The Golden Hind survived and
brought the news back to England that the Squirrel went down with all
hands, including Sir Humphrey.

Gilbert's dream of a North American English colony was shared by his
half-brother, Sir Walter Raleigh who, like Gilbert, was an adventurer and
man of many talents. Raleigh was one of the most famous courtiers of
Queen Elizabeth I, who made him a man of wealth and power. Raleigh was
a devout Protestant who harbored a great enmity for Catholic Spain. He also
saw Spain as a source of wealth for anyone with ships capable of attacking
the Spanish galleons filled with gold that sailed across the Atlantic from
the Americas to Spain. When sailors such as Raleigh attacked a Spanish
fleet, they brought wealth back for England, keeping a large portion for
themselves. These privateers enriched themselves and England at Spanish
expense. They also kept England diplomatically neutral, as they did not sail
Crown ships but their own.

To be an effective base, an English settlement would have to be close
enough to the Spanish territory to target their ships bound for Spain yet
far enough away not to be easily found and destroyed by the Spanish.
Newfoundland was too far north for Raleigh’s purpose, and, by this time,
the Spanish had been in Florida for almost twenty years. Both the French
and Spanish had attempted to colonize Florida: the French at Fort Caroline
in 1564, and the Spanish at St. Augustine in 1565. The Spanish destroyed
Fort Caroline and drove the French out of Florida, securing their hold on
the area. Raleigh opted to look for a location in the mid-Atlantic coastal
area, far enough south to avoid harsh winters, yet far enough north to stay
clear of Spanish warships.

Raleigh took great care in planning his first exploratory expedition.
He did not go himself; instead, in 1584, he sent two ships, one large, one
smaller, with a company of soldiers, good provisions, and experienced
officers and crews. The ships arrived safely at the Outer Banks in July,
1584. The region was inhabited by two main groups of Indians, each
united by a common language group yet divided into several tribes. The
first, the Algonquian, were the larger of the two and occupied the Outer
Banks and nearby mainland coast; the other, the Iroquois, lived further
inland. It should be noted that the Iroquois tribe, which gave its name to
the Iroquois group, did not inhabit the Carolinas; rather, they lived to the
northeast. The Algonquian first encountered by the English were friendly
and curious about the visitors. They had seen ships sail by before and may
have seen Europeans up close or at least heard stories of them from the
Indians further south. These were probably the first English they had met.
Raleigh’s men had brought items for trade: beads and metal items such
as plates and cooking pots. Other Indians were not friendly, however, and
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killed some of Raleigh’s men. Nevertheless, the English had found a good
place for a settlement, Roanoke Island, which was inhabited by the Secotan,
an Algonquian tribe; it had plentiful wildlife, fresh water, and other natural
resources to help a new colony survive. Raleigh’s men returned to England,
taking with them two Indians, Manteo and Wanchese, with the encouraging
report of what they had found.

Raleigh had not been idle while his ships were away. He had been working
to raise the funds for his main expedition, one that would actually create
a permanent English settlement in North America. For this expedition,
Raleigh outfitted a small fleet of ships. He had intended to lead the voyage
himself, but Elizabeth 1 would not allow it. Instead, Sir Richard Grenville,
Raleigh’s cousin, sailed with the fleet and 600 men on April 9, 1585; the
ships were soon beset by storms. Grenville on the Tiger, the largest ship
in the fleet, lost contact with the other ships, the Roebuck, the Lion, the
Elizabeth, and the Dorothy. One of their smaller boats was lost as well. The
Tiger made its way to the closest port on Puerto Rico and was soon joined
by the Elizabeth. While waiting for the rest of his fleet, Grenville managed
to capture a couple of small Spanish ships and build a new boat. Having no
sign of the rest of his missing ships, he sailed on for Roanoke Island with
his new fleet.

Near Roanoke Island, the Outer Banks mark the edge of a shallow area
of water along the mid-Atlantic coast. Large ships could sail up to the
eastern side of the banks, but could get caught trying to cross to the western
side and the shallow waterway separating the banks from the mainland.
Vessels with shallow drafts could easily sail the sounds between the banks
and the mainland. Later, when charted by the English, English pirates and
privateers would find the area useful for avoiding their pursuers. At the

time Grenville arrived, the channels
were still largely uncharted, except
for what Raleigh’s earlier expedition
had learned. After a good voyage
from Puerto Rico, the Tiger ran
aground trying to cross over to the
western side. Some provisions were
lost, damaged by incoming seawater.
They managed to save the Tiger.
Better news awaited Grenville: both
the Roebuck and the Dorothy had
made the crossing successfully.

Figure 4.1 Secotan Ceremony | John White

was famous for his paintings of scenes of life in the Grenville took time to explore
colonies; this one depicts a Secotan ceremony. . . .
further inland, traveling to different
Author: John White .
Source: Library of Congress towns of the Secotan. The Indian
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reception of the English was generally good. It was during this time of
exploration that John White made his famous illustrations of the Indians.
The English wanted to learn more about the lands further inland and,
in particular, if they held gold, silver, and other riches. One unpleasant
incident occurred: a silver cup belonging to the English was apparently
stolen. They accused the Indians of one village of taking it, and, when it was
not returned, they burned the village and its fields. This act foreshadowed
the troubled relations ahead. Meanwhile, a site on the north end of Roanoke
Island, not accessible by large ships, was chosen for the colony. The supplies
had to be off-loaded from the ships onto the smaller boats, then taken to
the settlement site and there again unloaded. The area was cleared of trees
and underbrush, and fortifications were constructed, as well as a dock for
the small boats, housing, storerooms, workshops, and enclosures for the
livestock.

Grenville returned to England knowing that he had not been able to
fully provision the colonists he left behind under the command of Ralph
Lane. He did, however, believe that another fleet would arrive soon with
more provisions and colonists. On his way home, he tried his luck again
at attacking Spanish shipping and claimed a great prize: a Spanish ship
carrying a fortune in gold and other items, more than most people of the day
could even imagine. Grenville returned home to England with his Spanish
prize to find the mood in England was very negative towards Spain. The
conflict had been brewing for some time and had worsened while Grenville
was away, so his arrival with a Spanish fortune made him a hero.

The Spanish issue caused the next fleet scheduled to arrive at Roanoke
to be diverted, though Grenville had no way of knowing this when he left
the little colony. Without the anticipated supplies, Lane and his men had to
rely on trade with the local Secotan for food. For their part, the Secotan had
welcomed the English but had not expected them to be such a burden. As
with any hunter-gatherers and farmers, the Secotan food supply depended
greatly on the seasons of the year. In the fall and winter, they relied on what
they had harvested and had to keep the supply safe to feed all of their people
throughout the winter until spring, when hunting, fishing, and gathering
would improve. In addition to the burden the English were placing on the
Secotan food supplies, the English had also unwittingly brought disease.
Where the English visited, death often followed for the Indians, who had
no immunity against such European diseases as smallpox and influenza.
Neither the Secotan nor the English understood the cause of illness, but
there was no doubt that a connection existed between the English presence
and the sickness and death of the natives.

The Secotan chief, Wingina, also known as Pemisapan, moved to protect
his people. He had all their stores hidden so there would be nothing available
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when the English came to trade. Relations between the two groups continued
to deteriorate. Pemisapan plotted against the English, and Lane learned
of it. He decided on a bold plan to attack Pemisapan before Pemisapan
could attack the English. The final result was several murdered Secotan.
Pemisapan himself was beheaded.

The English had won, but at what cost? Their strategy of reacting strongly
against any opposition caused the Indians to fear them, which was the
English goal. However, they also caused the Indians to fear their continued
presence. Some tribes remained friendly to the English, yet their list of
enemies was growing. The colony site on Roanoke was no longer viable.
Lane planned to relocate when, quite unexpectedly, an English fleet arrived.

Sir Francis Drake, another of Raleigh’s famous seafaring relations, had
the largest English fleet to date to reach North America. He arrived off
shore in June, 1586. Lane asked Drake for aide, and Drake obliged with
supplies, boats, and a small ship capable of sailing the shallows—in short,
everything Lane needed to keep his small group going until Raleigh could
reinforce the settlement. Lane was prepared to remain when suddenly a
massive hurricane hit. The storm battered the fleet of over twenty ships
anchored offshore. The little ship that Drake gave to Lane was lost along
with some of Lane’s men. Huge hailstones rained down, endangering the
sailors and damaging their ships. For three days, the fleet and Lane’s group
were battered by what may have been one of the worst hurricanes to hit the
Carolinas. When it ended, so too did Lane’s resolve to stay. He and his men
sailed back to England with Drake.

Lane had no way of knowing that supplies from Raleigh and more
colonists with Grenville were finally on their way; otherwise, he would not
have left. Similarly, the supply ship and Grenville had no way of knowing
Lane had abandoned Roanoke, much less why. Both arrived to find Roanoke
deserted. Grenville had brought 200 men but chose to leave only fifteen at
Roanoke and took the rest back to England. Lane’s departure from Roanoke
was a setback for Raleigh, but valuable lessons had been learned. The men
left with Lane at Roanoke had been soldiers, not farmers, and certainly
not diplomats. They were ill-suited for the type of work needed to help the
colony succeed. They could not farm, and they were easily offended and
prone to violence. Their attitude did not help create good relations with the
Indians. The lack of dependably scheduled support ships also had hurt the
colony. The location, while protected from attack by large ships, was not
suited to serve as a port of call for the English fleet, as visiting ships had to
anchor two miles offshore. There, they were unprotected from storms and
clearly visible to any other passing ships, including those of the Spanish
who would find them easy targets in such an exposed anchorage.
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Lane believed from his explorations that a better option lay to the north,
the Chesapeake Bay. He had traveled there while exploring the region and
found that it had harbors that would accommodate the largest English
ships. The Indians there were Algonquian and friendly, and the area was
quite attractive. Also, from the stories the Indians told him, he thought it
might be an even better place to use as a base for a search for gold in the
interior. Unfortunately, Lane, having abandoned Roanoke, was out of favor
and would not be allowed to go on the next expedition.

The honor of leading Raleigh’s next voyage fell to John White, an artist,
map maker, explorer, and friend of Raleigh’s. White had sailed with Grenville
on the first attempt to settle Roanoke in 1585. White’s famous watercolors
of the Indians, their villages, and the flora and fauna of the region were
the first images the English public was able to see of North America. The
plan was for White to lead this new group, first to Roanoke to check on the
garrison left by Drake and to return the two Indians from that area. Then,
White was to move onto Chesapeake to establish his colony away from the
troubles of Roanoke. White’s fleet, led by the Lion, left Plymouth, England
on May 8, 1587. It sailed towards the Canary Islands for the first leg of the
journey. Because of ocean currents and winds, ships did not simply sail off
in a straight line from point A to point B; rather, they followed a route.
From England to the Canaries, across to the West Indies, and then up along
the Atlantic seaboard was the favored passage of the time. The route took
advantage of the currents off the coast of West Africa at the Canaries that
drove ships and hurricanes westward to the Caribbean. As predictable as
any crossing of the Atlantic could be, it provided points where the ships
could resupply and, if they became separated in the crossing, regroup.

The trip had been well planned, but even the best of plans can fail. Before
leaving England, some of the colonists abandoned the project. White and
Raleigh had recruited families for this attempt, not just soldiers and sailors
as in the past. The colonists had skills that would help a colony survive
on its own and not be dependent on its Indian neighbors. As the time for
departure had approached, some of these colonists backed out, leaving White
with fewer people than expected to make the crossing. Then, before even
reaching the Canaries, storms separated one of the ships carrying supplies
and colonists, further reducing their numbers. Even so, White pressed on.

By June, White had reached the Indies where more problems befell
the little group. Several became ill from fruit and water consumed on the
first island they reached. While no fatalities occurred, the incident added
to the unpleasant conditions aboard the ships. White was in charge of the
colonists; a pilot named Fernandes was in charge of the ship. Fernandes,
a trusted sailor for Raleigh, had been the pilot for each expedition to the
Outer Banks. He had clashed with Grenville in the past, and now he and
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White found themselves at odds. Throughout the voyage, Fernandes made
decisions that were not in the best interests of the colony, including a critical
error when he did not take the time to acquire more provisions while in
the Indies. White could only object and argue; he was powerless to force
Fernandes to follow his orders. When they reached Roanoke late in July,
again Fernandes acted on his own. He decided to leave White there and
not go on to the Chesapeake Bay. He did not simply abandon White; he
unloaded the colonists and their baggage and provisions and gave White a
ship small enough to sail around the shallow sounds and large enough to
sail up to the Chesapeake Bay.

Only one of the fifteen men of Drake’s garrison was found, and he was
long dead, leaving nothing but bleached bones. The settlement area for
Lane’s colonists was still there and usable, although in need of repair. The
colonists set to work, clearing the settlement area again and expanding it for
new houses suitable for families to use. White’s luck seemed to be improving
when the ship that had been lost before they reached the Canaries arrived
undamaged with all hands, colonists, and provisions intact. White now had
a colony of one hundred and eighteen men, women, and children.

White also had a coastline inhabited by angry Indians. He had left
Roanoke before the relations between the Secotan and Lane’s men had
fallen apart. He wasn’'t there when Lane’s men attacked and murdered the
Secotan chief, Wingina Pemisapan. How much White knew of the enmity
that Lane and his men had created with the Secotan is unknown. White’s
first real indication of the anger of the Secotan was the brutal murder of one
of the colonists, George Howe. He was shot repeatedly with arrows, and his
skull was caved in.

Manteo, one of the Croatoan Indians who had first traveled to England
with Grenville and returned home with White, learned from his people that
Drake’s garrison and the attack on Howe was the work of the Secotan. White,
when at Roanoke, previously had had good relations with the Secotan;
among those who stood for his portraits was their chief Wingina, later
murdered by Lane. White had hoped to be able to reestablish those happy
relations even after the murder of Howe. However, when the Secotan did
not respond to his offer of peace, White chose to follow the English pattern
and launched an attack against a Secotan village in the dark. The attack was
a dismal failure, as the Secotan of that village, realizing that the English
would almost certainly attack them in retaliation for the murder of Howe,
had left. The Algonquian, such as the Secotan, used a multi-village system,
moving from one to another as need arose due to the seasons, farming, or
threats. If there was a problem at one village, the inhabitants would simply
leave. When White and his men arrived at the village at night, they did
not realize that the Indians they found there were Croatoan, his allies, not
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Secotan, his enemies; both were Algonquian and had the same language
and dress. As soon as they realized their mistake, the English halted their
attack, but they had already injured and killed some of the Croatoan. The
Croatoan had realized the Secotan would leave and not be able to take all of
their food stores with them. The Croatoan, short on corn, had therefore sent
aforaging party to the abandoned village. This incident was the second time
the English has accidentally attacked their greatest allies.

Among the families at the colony was that of John White. His daughter
and her husband, Eleanor and Ananias Dare, came as part of the colony,
even though Eleanor was pregnant. On August 18, she gave birth to the
first English child born in the New World, a daughter, Virginia Dare. The
colonists were adapting well, but the threat posed by the Secotan, in addition
to all the other problems of settling at Roanoke, reaffirmed for White the
need to move the colony. At the same time, someone needed to return to
England to convince Raleigh to send support as soon as possible. White
had tried to find someone willing to sail for England amongst his colonists;
they, in turn, were quite determined that White himself should go. With
great misgivings, he agreed. Before his departure, White and the colonists
agreed on a sign that they would leave behind in the event the colonists
left Roanoke before White returned. The colonists would carve the name
of their intended destination on a tree. White then sailed for England in
the small ship. His trip was very difficult, and White nearly perished. After
several weeks, he arrived in London at the worst possible time to ask for aide.
The situation with the Spanish had reached the point of war, and all forces,
including Sir Walter Raleigh, were committed to the protection of England.
Still, Raleigh did try to send a support fleet. The situation with the Spanish
interfered with the plans, as Raleigh’s ships were ordered to support Drake
in defending England from invasion and not sail for Roanoke. A couple of
smaller ships were found and prepared, and White was able to sail on them
in April, 1588, but the captain of one chose to play the pirate, endangering
his ship and crew, resulting in White and many others being injured; the
chance to reach Roanoke was lost.

Unbeknownst to the English, the Spanish had been searching for the
settlement at Roanoke, whose precise location was a mystery. So determined
were they to find the English that they sailed all the way up the Atlantic
coast. In June, 1588 as they were passing the Outer Banks on the voyage
back south, they found evidence of the English settlement but recorded
no sign of any Englishmen. White had been absent from his colony for ten
months, during which time the colony had no contact with England.

Meanwhile, White continued tirelessly to look for ships for his return
voyage to Roanoke. At every turn, his efforts were thwarted, and he was
unable to sail for Roanoke until 1590; in August, three years after leaving,
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White finally reached Roanoke. He found the settlement abandoned and
overgrown. The ship and boats that had been left were gone. He found his
own belongings packed in chests which had clearly been there for a good
length of time and had been ransacked. Evidence showed signs of Indians
but not of an attack. The letters CRO were carved in one place, the word
“Croatoan” in another. If the colonists had left under duress, they were to
carve a cross as a sign, along with the name of their intended destination.
No crosses were to be seen. White and company returned to their ship with
the intent to sail for Croatoan but were forced off by storms. Rather than
waiting them out, the ship sailed away, eventually returning to England
without ever making it back to Croatoan.

John White was never again able to return to the Outer Banks to search for
his family and colony, the Lost Colony of history. Sir Walter Raleigh allowed
his personal life to nearly destroy him, marrying a lady of the queen without
obtaining the queen’s permission. He lost the favor of Queen Elizabeth |
and was arrested and imprisoned in the Tower of London. Because of his
imprisonment, his loss of favor, and other distractions, Raleigh did not send
anyone to the Outer Banks until 1603. With the death of Queen Elizabeth |
and the accession of King James I, Raleigh’s fortunes took a permanent turn
for the worse, and he lost his hold on colonization in North America.

No other English ships of the time made any effort to look for the colony,
as the goal of English ships sailing along the North American coast was
to hunt Spanish ships further south, rather than to search for missing
Englishmen in the mid-Atlantic. Not until a new colony was established in
the Chesapeake at Jamestown would any English take up a serious search
for their lost countrymen. None would ever be found, although stories of
blond haired, light-eyed Indians would persist.

4.3.1 Before You Move On...

Key Concepts

The attempts to colonize Roanoke Island provided painful lessons
for the English which contributed to the success of later colonies.
Diplomacy and consistency were needed to build goodwill with the
natives. Too often individual English jeopardized relations with the
natives through rash and violent acts. The Indians also learned painful
lessons, discovering that the English were at best a mixed blessing.
Disease brought by the English devastated the native population,
contributing to the downward spiral in relations. In the end, the colony
at Roanoke failed due to English mistakes. The fate of the Lost Colony
remains unknown to this day. We can surmise that they did at first go
to the Croatoan village, but what happened beyond that and why they
left is unknown.
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Test Yourself
1. Sir Walter Raleigh was the man behind the attempt to colonize Roanoke.
a. True
b. False

2. The Secotan were an Algonquian people.
a. True
b. False

3. The Indians did not have any problems with English illnesses.
a. True
b. False

4. The first English person born in North America was a girl, Virginia
Dare, on Roanoke Island.

a. True
b. False

Click here to see answers

4.4 JAMESTOWN

In 1606, new groups, the Virginia Company of London and the Plymouth
Company, were given the rights to colonize North America. The Virginia
Company would focus on the mid-Atlantic region, the Plymouth further
north. Captain Christopher Newport was given command of a fleet of three
ships, the Susan Constant, the Godspeed, and the Discovery, all carrying
just over a hundred colonists. Their goal was to reach the Chesapeake Bay
in order to find a suitable location far enough inland to be reasonably secure
from discovery by the Spanish. The ships set sail from England before
Christmas and arrived in the Chesapeake region in April, 1607, after the
usual stopover in the Indies. The colonists searched for a suitable place
for settlement and on May 15 chose a rather unhealthy, marshy area along
the James River on which to land. The reason for the choice is not clear,
as the James had many suitable building sites with better environments.
Perhaps the colonists thought that, being in a marsh, they would be less
likely to attract unwanted attention from the natives or Spanish. Whatever
the reason, the location would prove to be a difficult one.
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4.4.1 The Powhatan

The Indians of the region, the Powhatan, whose dialect was Algonquian,
knew of Englishmen from their neighbors to the south. Unlike the Indians
at Roanoke, the Powhatan were a large and powerful confederation of many
tribes under one chief, Wahunsonacock, also known as Powhatan. The
territory he commanded stretched from the Potomac in the north to the
Carolinas in the south, from the Chesapeake Bay inland to the west of what
is now Richmond. Essentially, he controlled Tidewater Virginia in what
has been described as the largest Indian confederation in North American
history.

The Powhatan dressed much like their neighbors to the south, wearing
skins for clothes, copper and pearls for jewelry. After settling the colonists
at Jamestown, named in honor of James I, Newport set about exploring
the rivers. He discovered the Fall Line at the site of modern Richmond,
Virginia, a natural boundary making the transition from the Tidewater to
the Piedmont regions of the territory. Boulders and rapids mark the end of
the English portion of the river. The colonists met both friendly and hostile
Indians and survived an early attack on their settlement that served to
convince them of the need to invest time and effort in strong defenses. The
colonists finished the construction of a three-sided fort in just a month. A
trench was dug, into which logs were stood upright and packed tight to form
awall. At each corner, the walls were formed into a circular area, with extra
earth packed in to create a mount for watchmen and a cannon.

When Captain Newport sailed back to London in June, he left what
he thought was a colony sufficiently established to survive until further
support arrived. By August, however, the colony was beginning to struggle.
The location of the settlement was within the tidal area of the James River
where salt water from the Chesapeake Bay mixed with fresh water from the
James, creating a brackish brew not fit to drink. While the marsh waters
were not good for humans, they proved a breeding ground for mosquitoes.
The colony had been well provisioned, but the food stores spoiled due to
the heat, leaving the colonists short on supplies and desperately in need of
new sources of food. The final misery was the local Indians who continually
harassed the colonists whenever the opportunity arose to inflict injury and
death. While Newport was in London spreading the news of the success and
great potential future success of the Jamestown settlement, over half the
colonists died.

The sweltering summer heat had caused the colonists to suffer terribly.
Fall provided a moment of relief before winter came, bringing to those down
on the river a peculiar type of cold, a damp chill that went right through the
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body of anyone not properly attired, leaving them feeling as if they would
never be warm again. Such was the miserable state of the last forty-some
members of the colony in the winter of 1607.

4.4.2 Captain John Smith

The one bright spot of these members, Captain John Smith, was also one
of the most troublesome. Of all the colonists, John Smith became the most
famous in no small measure due to his own self-promotion: he wrote one
of the first celebrity autobiographies. It helped the English learn of the New
World and its inhabitants and of the fabulously adventurous life of John
Smith. Smith’s stories seemed too fantastic to be true, yet apparently they
were. As much as he may have been a braggart, Smith truly was a most
resourceful man of action. Unfortunately his bravado drove most people,
including the colonists and the colony leaders, to distraction. Part of the
problem was that Smith was a commoner while the leaders were gentlemen,
that is, his social betters. Such details meant little to the gruff Smith, who
had been a soldier of fortune and valued mettle over social status. He had
been arrested and kept locked below decks for much of the crossing, as he
argued with and angered the leaders. Once the ship landed, he was released
and continued to annoy those around him. With the colonists facing the real
possibility of starvation and Smith eager for action, the colony leaders chose
to set Smith on the Indians.

The Famous Rescue of Smith by Pocahontas

Smith was charged with exploring the surrounding area, seeking a passage
to the Pacific and, as always, gold. He traded with the Indians for provisions
and, because of this, was successful in learning the area and the ways of the
natives, including their language. He did hear stories of a western sea and
of mountains and gold. He also heard about the Roanoke colony and was
given reason to believe there had been survivors who were still alive. Most
important to the Jamestown colonists, he also brought back enough food to
help keep the colony alive. At the same time, Smith was careful to nurture
the image of the English as being strong and interested in trade for trade’s
sake, rather than out of any need. Smith did not want to give an impression
of weakness that might tempt the Indians to an all-out attack. He was
cautious as well with what he revealed about the English plans, taking care
not to provoke violence. Those who traveled with Smith were not always so
cautious.

While exploring the Chickahominy River, Smith left some men in a boat
and went on shore. While he was gone, the men spotted women along the
banks. The colony had no women. The Indian women appeared friendly, so
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the men left the boat against Smith’s instructions and walked into a trap.
Men from the Chickahominy tribe had been waiting under cover to ambush
Smith’s men, who ran to escape. One, George Cassen, did not make it. He
was not killed outright; instead, he was tied between stakes, stripped naked,
and tortured to death. Excoriated by seashells, head first, his skin was then
burned before his eyes; his fingers were cut off piece by piece, and his
entrails taken out and burned. Still alive, Cassen was then burned to death.
This death demonstrated sheer brutality on par with the English form of
execution of being drawn and quartered. Smith and the men he had brought
to shore heard sounds of alarm, but too late to rescue Cassen. They ran,
trying to save themselves, and were cut down by the Indians. Smith alone
of the English on shore survived; he slipped and fell and was captured. Not
wanting to meet the same fate as Cassen, Smith resolved to convince the
Indians that he was an important man, a useful man to know. He showed
them a compass, made a grand speech, and somehow was spared for the
moment and taken on a long journey to meet the great chief, Powhatan.

What happened next became the most famous story of Jamestown and
perhaps all of Colonial American history. The account of the story comes
from Smith himself who wrote of it in his autobiography. Some historians
doubt any of it is true; others believe Smith embellished the details, and
others that, while Smith gave the facts correctly, he did not understand the
significance of the event. This seems doubtful as Smith, of all the English,

was the most widely traveled, had
the most experience in meeting
different cultures, and seems to have
been the most successful in dealing
with Powhatan. How could he have
done so well if he was unable to
grasp the meaning of his encounter
with Powhatan and his daughter?
According to Smith, although he was
held captive, he was treated well.
Various important men questioned
him, but he was not abused. He was
brought before Powhatan, who was
seated as a king with attendants
surrounding him. Among the crowd
was a little girl, roughly ten years

old and quite pretty: Matoaka, more
Figure 4.2 Rebecca Rolfe | Formerly known

as Matoaka and Pocahontas, Rebecca Rolfe is shown
in this portrait as she appeared in London in 1616,
based on an engraving by Simon van de Passe.

Author: Flickr User “cliffL066”
Source: Flickr
License: CC-BY 2.0

commonly known as Pocahontas.
Large stones were brought out and
placed before Powhatan, then Smith
was brought forward and made



CHAPTER FOUR: THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ENGLISH COLONIES

to place his head on one of them. He expected to be executed by having
his skull crushed between the stones. Suddenly, Pocahontas flew forward
and threw herself protectively over Smith, wrapping her arms about him
and putting her own head over his. Was this a spontaneous act on the
part of Pocahontas? Probably not. Smith was spared, given a new name,
Nantaquoud, and adopted by Powhatan. Before setting him free, Powhatan
even offered him lands. Such adoptions of foreigners were not uncommon
among Indians. Adoptions could strengthen tribes and cement diplomatic
relations. Powhatan knew Smith was a man of some importance among the
English, and Smith had put on a good show. Even when faced with having
his skull crushed, he acted with bravery, a trait admired by the Indians.
Smith was returned to Jamestown with an escort. He had promised cannons
to Powhatan but had no intention of delivering them. He showed his escort
the largest cannons there, which were far too heavy for the Indians to move,
so they agreed to accept other gifts for Powhatan instead.

With his troubles with the Indians over for the present, Smith was
immediately faced with a crisis at Jamestown. The colony had been reduced
to just forty cold, sick, and miserable men, who wanted to go home. Newport
was overdue on his promised return; he had left one ship, the Discovery,
to be used as needed, but had not intended it to be used to sail home to
England. Smith forced the men to stay by threatening to fire on them and
the ship. They, in turn, voted to have Smith arrested on charges of being
responsible for the deaths of his men and then executed. For the second
time in days, Smith’s life was endangered, this time by his own people. At
the eleventh hour, Captain Newport returned to take charge on New Year’s
Day, 1608. Newport had sailed accompanied by another ship, as was typical
of the English, but the ships had become separated, and the other was not
seen again. Still, Newport’s arrival meant Smith was saved and so too was
the colony, thanks to Newport’s supplies and fresh colonists.

The fortunes of the colony turned again when a fire consumed the fort,
destroying all the buildings and supplies. All the new colonists had were the
materials they had brought with them that had not yet been unloaded from
the ship; all the old colonists had was whatever they were wearing when
the fire broke out. This devastating turn of events made the colonists even
more dependent on trade with the natives. Powhatan sent food for Smith
and Newport, as Smith had told Powhatan that Newport was his important
“father.” The corn and venison eased the hunger of the colonists. At the same
time, Smith noted a rate of inflation in trade with the Indians; they were
still being generous, but were expecting more in return. Jamestown did not
have an unlimited supply of trade goods, as they all had to be brought from
England. The Indians were experienced in barter and quickly learned the
value of their own goods to the English.
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4.4.3 All That Glitters

Captain Newport was faced with multiple problems; the first was that the
colony leadership fell into petty squabbles when he was not around to lead
them; the second was that he had told the Virginia Company in London and
others that he had found gold in Virginia. In some areas of Virginia, the
creeks appeared to be running in golden channels, but it was only pyrite or
Fool's Gold. Newport had been misled by the golden glitter and now was
more pressed than ever to find real gold as quickly as possible.

To this end, the colonists spent the early part of 1608 in the hunt for
gold. They packed the pyrite-laden dirt onto Newport’s ship in the vain
hope that it would prove to be gold laced. Meanwhile, nothing necessary
for the survival of the colony was being done: the fort’s defenses were not
being strengthened, the region was not being fully explored, the colonists
were not producing enough of their own food to be self-sustaining, and the
sailors, waiting to return to England, had to survive on the colony’s food and
water supplies, further straining the colony’s resources.

Smith blamed Newport for the colony’s focus on gold, not appreciating the
position Newport was in with the financial backers of the colony who would
not be impressed by anything other than gold, no matter how many other
valuable resources Virginia was found to have. Newport further created
problems for Smith by trading most generously with Powhatan on terms
that could not, and, in Smith’s view should not, be sustained. Newport had
even given swords to Powhatan, and Smith was utterly opposed to giving
weapons to the Indians. To Newport, it was good business, as he wanted
Powhatan to see the English as useful neighbors and allies. He and Powhatan
had even exchanged boys as a gesture of goodwill and so that each boy could
learn the other people’s ways and then be of service to their own people in
understanding the other, an ancient practice of diplomacy.

Newport finally sailed for England on a ship loaded with worthless,
sparkling dirt and the two leaders of the group who had tried to take the
Discovery. Smith was left to deal with the rest of the gentlemen who resented
his manner and with Indians who had been given elevated expectations of
what the English would deliver. Powhatan appreciated the usefulness of the
English metal weapons and tools. Smith was not as willing as Newport to
give them up, so the Indians resorted to stealing what they wanted. Smith
was not foolish or murderous enough to react to the thievery with the type
of violence that Lane had used at Roanoke. Instead, the colonists tried to
stay alert and drive away potential thieves without offending Powhatan.

The ship that had accompanied Newport and was thought lost suddenly
appeared in April, a few days after Newport sailed for England. The
commander, Thomas Nelson, had sailed south to winter after losing
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contact with Newport. He brought more supplies and colonists, and things
seemed to be looking up for the colony, although the conflicts amongst the
leaders continued to cause problems within, and the Indian’s continued
harassment from without. Nelson did not linger. After off-loading the
supplies and colonists, he stayed long enough to take on a shipment of cedar
before setting sail for England. For the Virginia Company, Jamestown was
becoming something of a disappointment.

4.4.4 John Ratcliffe’s Bad Decisions

In Jamestown, John Ratcliffe, president of the colony, behaved in ways
which had a negative impact on the colony. Early in the venture, Smith had
supported Ratcliffe for leadership, but he had since been disappointed by
Ratcliffe’s actions and interests. In Smith’s absence, Ratcliffe had ordered
the colonists to build him a home outside the fort. The idea was foolhardy,
since a house outside the fort would be a natural target for the Indians.
While working on Ratcliffe’s home, the colonists were unable to do the work
needed for the colony’s maintenance. With the summer months, the weather
had again turned unpleasantly hot and muggy, and many of the colonists
were ill. Worst of all, Ratcliffe was consuming much-needed provisions.
When Smith returned, Ratcliffe was removed from office. Smith, although
recovering from a severe stingray attack and still unwell, was voted in as
president. Whatever the state of Ratcliffe’s mind, he made his situation all
the worse by attempting mutiny.

Smith allowed the colonists much-needed time to recover before setting
them to the task of preparing the colony for winter. Newport returned in
September to find Smith in charge and the colonists hard at work. Newport
brought another load of supplies as well as colonists, including the first
married couple, and the first single Englishwoman in North America, Anne
Burras. Anne was a maid to Mistress Forest, the first married Englishwoman
in North America. Anne became the first Englishwoman to marry in North
America, accepting the proposal of John Layton, one of the first colonists.

As 1608 drew to a close, Jamestown continued to survive but was not
making a profit. As a business, it was operating at a loss. The Virginia
Company of London was formed to invest in the colonization of Virginia
with the goal of making a profit for its investors. By 1608, the investors had
paid money to send ship after ship of colonists and supplies to Jamestown
and had received back only two shiploads of dirt and one shipload of cedar.
Rather than making a return on their investments, they were losing money.
The company renewed Newport’s instructions: to find gold, the lost colony, or
the west passage to the Pacific was to be the colony’s priority. Also, Newport
was to crown Powhatan. Smith considered everything the company wanted
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as a general waste of valuable time that the colonists needed to spend on
producing food. Over Smith’s objections, Newport followed directions. He
presented a crown to Powhatan, along with many other gifts. He sailed
up the James to the Fall Line and then led an expedition overland from
there and found neither gold nor a passage west. Smith had been right;
Newport had wasted time, and, worse, he had managed to offend Powhatan.
Suddenly, their unstable relations now reached a new low. The colony still
could not produce its own food, and none was to be had from Powhatan’s
people. Smith blamed Newport, who had disregarded Smith’s warnings and
placed the colony in jeopardy.

Smith made finding food a priority. He sailed to various villages only to
find that Powhatan had forbidden them to give the English food. Smith,
desperate, would set fire to one of the village buildings and threaten to burn
the rest if food was not brought. The tough tactics worked to an extent; the
Indians did give him food, but not very much. They said, and it may well have
been true, that they were also low on food. Powhatan had become convinced
that the English intended to settle permanently in his lands, which he did
not want. Smith’s concern was the survival of Jamestown, which needed
food and security. The situation remained uneasy as Smith tried to acquire
more food and Powhatan tried to find a way to murder Smith. Powhatan’s
daughter, Pocahontas, saved Smith with a warning, at great personal risk.
Smith did not realize that Powhatan too had his informants: Germans who
had arrived with Newport’s last visit. Smith had sent them to the Powhatan
to build them an English-style house at Powhatan’s request. When the
Germans saw how much better life was in an Indian village than in the
English fort of Jamestown, they asked to stay and serve Powhatan, who
accepted at once.

Smith returned to Jamestown with the provisions he had managed to
gather only to find that what food stores had been at the fort had been ruined
by rats during his absence. Now the official leader of the colony, Smith set
about making the changes he thought necessary for its survival. He ordered
everyone, including the gentlemen, to work. Those who did not work would
not eat. He secured a good supply of fresh water by having a well dug. He
had new housing built. He increased security and put men to work farming.
Some Indians who remained captives at the fort taught the English how
to plant, and things were finally moving in the right direction. Smith was
dealing well with both Indians and English, but he had not conquered the
rats. Once again, they destroyed the colony’s stores. Smith managed the
crisis well and kept everyone alive but noted that there was a group that
still would do little except feed themselves, a fact which clearly tried his
patience.

When he lost all patience with Newport and the unreasonable monetary
expectations of the Virginia Company, Smith wrote a strong and clear
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complaint to which the Virginia Company listened. They re-wrote the
colony charter: no longer would a council and president control Jamestown,;
instead, a governor would be selected. Rather than sending ships with a
hundred or fewer colonists at atime, several hundred would be sent together.
Instead of the useless gentlemen that Smith considered to be a plague, the
company would send working class men, skilled laborers and artisans well
supplied. The new ideas were good; however, the execution of the new plan
was poor. No official notice of the plan was sent to Smith. He did hear some
general information from an English captain who sailed to the area. The
company, though, told him nothing. On August 11, four large ships sailed
up the James River. They carried a new shipment of colonists, hundreds
of them, not just men but families with children, at the worst time of year.
They brought the news that even more were on their way following close
behind; they had been a fleet of eight and were separated in a storm. Several
of the people Smith loathed the most, including Ratcliffe, were amongst the
colonists. The ensuing conflict was immediate; Smith’s old rivals wanted to
enforce the new charter; however, the new charter was on a ship that had
not arrived, leaving Smith to insist that the original charter was still in force.

4.4.5 Farewell John Smith

Smith won because the charter was lost with the ship that carried it.
The new governor had also not arrived, so Smith remained in charge. He
divided the col